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CoilfcESPONDENCE 


RELATING  TO  THE 


AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 


FROM  ROBERT  R.   LIVINGSTON, 

Philadelphia,  12  March,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Washington  packet  arrived  this  morning.  I 
have  not  yet  had  leisure  to  read  all  my  letters;  but 
as  an  express  is  ready  to  go  early  to-morrow,  I  rather 
choose  to  rely  upon  your  goodness  to  excuse  a  letter 
written  in  extreme  haste,  than  to  hold  myself  inex- 
cusable, by  not  informing  you  of  what  we  yet  know 
of  the  state  of  our  negotiations.  None  of  my  letters 
is  of  a  later  date  than  the  25th  of  December.  All 
difficulties  had  then  been  removed  with  respect  to  us, 
and  the  preliminaries  were  signed;  they  consist  of 
nine  articles. 

The  first  acknowledges  our  independence. 

The  second  describes  our  boundaries,  which  are  as 
extensive  as  we  could  wish. 

The  third  ascertains  our  rights  as  to  the  fishery, 
and  puts  them  upon  the  same  footing  that  they  were 
before  the  war. 
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The  fourth  provides  that  all  British  debts  shall  be 
paid. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  are  inclosed  for  your  perusal, 
as  they  are  likely  to  be  the  least  satisfactory  here.* 

The  seventh  stipulates  that  hostilities  shall  immedi- 
ately cease,  and  that  the  British  troops  be  withdrawn, 
without  carrying  off  any  property,  or  dismantling  for- 
tifications ;  that  records  and  archives  shall  be  restored. 

The  eighth  stipulates  that  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  shall  be  open  to  us  and  Great  Britain. 

The  ninth,  that  all  conquests,  made  in  America  after 
the  ratification,  shall  be  restored. 

These  preliminaries  are  only  provisional  upon  the 
determination  of  a  peace  with  France,  whose  negotia- 
tions have  not  made  such  progress  as  ours.  I  believe 
they  find  themselves  very  much  embarrassed  by  the 
demands  of  their  other  allies. 

The  Count  de  Vergennes,  in  a  letter  of  the  25th 
of  December,  says,  "I  cannot  foresee  the  issue,  for 
difficulties  arise  from  the  disposition  we  have  shown 
to  remove  them.  It  would  be  well,  Sir,  to  prepare 
Congress  for  every  event.  I  do  not  despair ;  I  rather 
hope;  but  all  is  yet  uncertain." 

But,  Sir,  whatever  the  event  of  the  negotiations 
may  be,  I  persuade  myself  the  enemy  will  leave  these 
States.  Mr.  Oswald  has  made  some  propositions  to 
our  Ministers  upon  this  subject,  proposing  that  they 
might  be  permitted  to  embark  without  molestation, 
and  endeavour  to  recover  West  Florida  from  the 
Spaniards.  This  last  communication,  which  you  will 
consider  as  confidential,  I  thought  might  be  import- 
ant to  your  Excellency.  By  attending  to  their  con- 
duct, you  will  be  able  to  judge  if  they  mean  to  pur- 

*  Relating  to  the  restoration  of  confiscated  estates,  and  the  prosecu- 
tions for  past  crimes. 


THE    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.  3 

sue  this  system,  or  if  it  was  only  thrown   out  to  de- 
ceive. 

I  inclose  also,  for  your  perusal,  extracts  from  the 
Addresses,  not  having  time  to  have  them  o^ieJ  at 
large.  They  are  mere  echoes  to  the  speech.  Supplies 
were  voted  without  one  dissenting  voice, 

I  must  pray  your  Excellency  to  send  on  tie  in- 
closed packets.  Any  expense  it  occasions*  will  be 
paid  by  the  Governor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Robert  R.  Livingston. 


FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL  GREENE. 

Head-Qnarters,  Charleston,  16  llarOu  1TSX 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  de- 
spatches of  the  18th  of  December  and  29th  of  Janu- 
ary. I  am  made  happy  by  your  full  approbation 
of  my  conduct,  and  the  army  under  my  command, 
during  the  southern  operations.  The  evacuation  of 
Charleston,  and  the  proposals  of  peace,  are  miners 
highly  interesting  to  this  country,  whose  Ai;-.lc:-s  and 
political  arrangements  are  in  the  most  depl-  rJ  le  situ- 
ation. Charleston  remains  without  a  platf-nn,  or  a 
single  cannon  for  its  defence.  The  subsisteLie  cf  the 
troops,  for  some  time  after  the  evacuation  of  this 
place,  depended  on  military  collections ;  but,  L  .pp:Iy, 
we  have  made  a  contract  for  their  future  sul^tence. 
On  this  subject  I  should  feel  easy,  but  for  the  criti- 
cal situation  the  Financier  writes  me  his  department 
is  circumstanced. 

The  States  have  rejected  the  five  per  cent  duty- 
act  generally,  and   few  pay  any  thing   into   the  Con- 
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tinental  Treasury  any  other  way.  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
this  State  on  the  subject,  a  few  days  past,  stating 
some  facts  respecting  the  discontents  prevailing  in 
the  Northern  army  respecting  pay,  and  what  might 
be  expected  in  this  to  the  southward.  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  warn  the  State  of  what  I  apprehended. 
The  impost  act  was  rejected,  notwithstanding,  and 
the  Assembly  offended.  I  will  ever  speak  my  senti- 
ments, and  act  with  candor.  I  wish  to  know  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  discontent  prevailing  in  the 
northern  troops.  Matters  are  represented  here  in 
dark  colors.  The  report  spreads  among  our  troops, 
and  threatens  a  convulsion.  I  shall  give  you  the 
best  information  on  the  subject  in  my  power;  but 
these  things  often  come  to  a  crisis  from  accident  and 
indiscretion,  before  one  expects  it.  I  could  wish  to 
be  fully  informed  respecting  the  temper  of  the  North- 
ern army;  it  would  enable  me  to  counteract  many 
aggravations  here. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  Assembly  your  orders 
for  marching  the  troops  to  the  northward;  but  I  am 
much  at  a  loss  how  to  act  in  the  matter.  Tour  Ex- 
cellency seems  to  leave  a  latitude  of  discretion  re- 
specting the  tranquillity  of  these  States ;  but  your 
comment  upon  a  desultory  and  predatory  war,  appears 
to  be  intended  to  limit  my  discretionary  powers  to 
matters  of  serious  invasion.  We  have  none  at  present, 
and  yet  there  are  parties  continually  making  inroads 
upon  different  sides  of  both  Georgia  and  South  Caro- 
lina, from  St.  Augustine. 

If  I  put  the  troops  in  motion,  as  you  mention,  it 
leaves  the  Southern  States  a  prey  to  every  invader. 
A  small  force,  in  their  present  distracted  state,  would 
overrun  the  country,  and  Charleston  may  be  repos- 
sessed, at  any  time,  by  a  few  frigates,  with   a  regi- 
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ment  or  two  of  infantry.  I  would  wish  to  follow 
your  intention.  If  I  could  conceive  you  had  a  clear 
idea  of  the  weakness  and  distress  of  this  country,  the 
troops  should  march  immediately ;  but  the  prospects 
of  peace,  and  the  possibility  of  New  York  being  eva- 
cuated, if  the  war  should  continue,  induce  me  to 
wait  until  the  arrival  of  the  next  despatches.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  shall  have  every  preparation  made  for 
their  marching  as  soon  as  may  be.  The  men  are 
well  clothed,  and  pretty  well  disciplined.  Some  few 
days  before  the  arrival  of  your  last  letter,  from  an 
appearance  of  an  invasion  upon  Georgia,  I  put  the 
Virginia  troops  in  motion  for  the  protection  of  that 
quarter ;  and,  as  their  numbers  are  small,  and  will  be 
of  little  consequence  in  the  siege,  I  shall  not  march 
them  until  your  further  orders. 

The  people  of  this  State  are  much  prejudiced 
against  Congress  and  the  Financier.  Those  who  came 
from  the  northward  think  they  have  been  amazingly 
neglected  by  both  in  their  distresses.  Their  general 
disposition  leads  more  to  an  independence  of  Con- 
gressional connection,  than  I  could  wish,  or  is  for 
their  peace  or  welfare.  This  State  has  contributed 
more  than  any  other  State,  it  is  true,  towards  the 
Continental  expenses;  but  necessity  obliged  them.  I 
wish  all  the  States  could  see  how  much  the  tranquil- 
lity of  each  depended  upon  giving  effectual  support 
to  Congress.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great 
respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nathanael  Greene. 

1* 


^ 
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FROM   ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  IN   CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  17  March,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  am  duly  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letters 
of  the  4th  and  12th  instant  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted, though  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  steps  of 
so  inflammable  a  tendency  have  been  taken  in  the 
army.  Your  Excellency,  in  my  opinion,  has  acted 
wisely.  The  best  way  is  ever,  not  to  attempt  to 
stem  the  torrent,  but  to  direct  it.  I  am  happy  to 
find  you  coincide  in  opinion  with  me  on  the  conduct 
proper  to  be  observed  by  yourself.  I  am  persuaded, 
more  and  more,  it  is  that  which  is  most  consistent 
with  your  own  reputation  and  the  public  welfare. 

Our  affairs  wear  a  most  serious  aspect,  as  well  fo- 
reign as  domestic.  Before  this  gets  to  hand,  your 
Excellency  will  probably  have  seen  the  Provisional 
Articles  between  Great  Britain  and  these  States. 

It  might,  at  first  appearance,  be  concluded  that  they 
will  be  the  prelude  to  a  general  peace.  But  there 
are  strong  reasons  to  doubt  the  truth  of  such  a  con- 
clusion. Obstacles  may  arise  from  different  quarters; 
from  the  demands  of  Spain  and  Holland;  from  the 
hope  in  France  of  greater  acquisitions  in  the  East; 
perhaps  still  more  probably  from  the  insincerity  and 
duplicity  of  Lord  Shelburne,  whose  politics,  founded 
in  the  peculiarity  of  his  situation,  as  well  as  in  the 
character  of  the  man,  may  well  be  suspected  of  in- 
sidiousness.  I  am  really  apprehensive,  if  peace  does 
not  take  place,  that  the  negotiations  will  tend  to  sow 
distrusts  among  the  allies,  and  weaken  the  force  of 
the  Common  League.  We  have,  I  fear,  men  among 
us,  and   men  in   trust,  who   have   a  hankering  after 
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British  connection.  We  have  others,  whose  confidence 
in  France  savors  of  credulity.  The  intrigues  of  the 
former,  and  the  incautiousness  of  the  latter,  may  be 
both,  though  in  different  degrees,  injurious  to  Ameri- 
can interests,  and  make  it  difficult  for  prudent  men 
to  steer  a  proper  course. 

There  are  delicate  circumstances  with  respect  to  the 
late  foreign  transactions,  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
reveal,  but  which,  joined  to  our  internal  weaknesses, 
disorders,  follies  and  prejudices,  make  this  country 
stand  upon  precarious  ground.  Some  use  may  be 
made  of  these  ideas,  to  induce  moderation  in  the 
army.  An  opinion  that  the  country  does  not  stand 
upon  a  secure  footing,  will  operate  upon  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  officers  against  hazarding  any  domestic 
commotions. 

"While  I  make  these  observations,  I  cannot  forbear 
adding  that,  if  no  excesses  take  place,  I  shall  not  be 
sorry  that  ill  humors  have  appeared.  I  shall  not  re- 
gret importunity y  if  temperate,  from  the  army. 

There  are  good  intentions  in  the  majority  of  Con- 
gress, but  there  is  not  sufficient  wisdom  or  deci- 
sion. There  are  dangerous  prejudices,  in  the  parti- 
cular States,  opposed  to  those  measures  which  alone 
can  give  stability  and  prosperity  to  the  Union.  There 
is  a  fatal  opposition  to  Continental  views.  Necessity 
alone  can  work  a  reform.  But  how  produce  this  ne- 
cessity; how  apply  it;  how  keep  it  within  salutary 
bounds  ?    I  fear  we  have  been  contending  for  a  shadow. 

The  affair  of  accounts  I  considered  as  having  been 
put  on  a  satisfactory  footing.  The  particular  States 
have  been  required  to  settle  till  the  1st  of  August, 
1780;  and  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  has  been 
directed  to  take  measures  for  settling  since  that  pe- 
riod.   I  shall  immediately  see  him  on  the  subject. 
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We  have  had  eight  and  a  half  States  in  favor  of 
a  commutation  of  half-pay  for  an  average  of  ten 
years'  purchase;  that  is,  five  years  full  pay,  instead 
of  half-pay  for  life,  which,  on  a  calculation  of  annui- 
ties, is  nearly  an  equivalent.  I  hope  this  will  now 
shortly  take  place.  We  have  made  considerable  pro- 
gress in  a  plan,  to  be  recommended  to  the  several 
States,  for  funding  all  the  public  debts,  including 
those  of  the  army;  which  is  certainly  the  only  way 
to  restore  further  credit,  and  enable  us  to  continue 
the  war  by  borrowing  abroad,  if  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  continue  it. 

I  omitted  mentioning  to  your  Excellency,  that,  from 
European  intelligence,  there  is  great  reason  to  be- 
lieve, at  all  events,  peace  or  war,  New  York  will  be 
vacated  in  the  spring.  It  will  be  a  pity  if  any  do- 
mestic disturbances  should  change  the  plans  of  the 
British  Court.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

P.  S.  Your  Excellency  mentions,  that  it  has  been 
surmised  the  plan  in  agitation  was  formed  in  Phila- 
delphia; that  combinations  have  been  talked  of  be- 
tween the  public  creditors  and  the  army ;  and  that 
members  of  Congress  had  encouraged  the  idea.  This 
is  partly  true.  I  have  myself  urged  on  Congress  the 
propriety  of  uniting  the  influence  of  the  public  credit- 
ors, and  the  army  as  a  part  of  them,  to  prevail 
upon  the  States  to  enter  into  their  views.  I  have 
expressed  the  same  sentiments  out  of  doors.  Several 
other  members  have  done  the  same.  The  meaning, 
however,  of  all  this,  was  simply  that  Congress  should 
adopt  such  a  plan  as  would  embrace  the  relief  of  all 
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the  public  creditors,  including  the  army,  in  order  that 
the  personal  influence  of  some,  the  connections  of 
others,  and  a  sense  of  justice  to  the  army,  as  well  as 
the  apprehension  of  ill  consequences,  might  form  a 
mass  of  influence  on  each  State  in  favor  of  the  mea- 
sures of  Congress.  In  this  view,  as  I  mentioned  to 
your  Excellency  in  a  former  letter,  I  thought  the 
discontents  of  the  army  might  be  turned  to  a  good 
account.  I  am  still  of  opinion,  that  their  earnest, 
but  respectful  applications  for  redress  will  have  a 
good  effect 

As  to  any  combination  of  force,  it  could  only  be 
productive  of  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  might  end 
in  the  ruin  of  the  country,  and  would  certainly  end 
in  the  ruin  of  the  army. 


FROM  ROBERT  R.   LIVINGSTON. 

Philadelphia,  24  March,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tou  will  by  this  express  receive  the  agreeable  in- 
telligence of  a  general  peace,  upon  which  I  most  sin- 
cerely congratulate  you  and  the  army.  Harmony,  a 
regard  for  justice,  and  fidelity  to  our  engagements, 
are  all  that  now  remains  to  render  us  a  happy  peo- 
ple. The  vessel  that  brought  these  despatches  was 
sent  out  by  the  Count  d'Estaing  to  recall  the  French 
cruisers.  As  the  Minister  tells  me  he  will  forward 
the  orders  and  passports  to  your  Excellency,  I  will 
not  detain  the  messenger  till  I  have  mine  copied. 
This  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  immediately  sent  either 
by  Congress  or  your  Excellency  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

A  private  letter  to  me  mentions,  that  the   Bahama 
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Islands  are  also  ceded  to  the  British.  Holland  seems 
to  have  come  worst  off;  and  France,  by  getting  little 
for  herself,  has  laid  in  a  store  of  reputation,  which  will 
be  worth  more  than  much  territory.  I  must  request 
your  Excellency  to  send  on  the  inclosed  letters  by 
express  to  the  Governor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 
Robert  K  Livingston. 

P.  S.  I  have  thought  proper  to  send  Mr.  Lewis 
Morris  to  New  York,  to  inform  General  Carleton  of 
the  happy  re-union  of  the  powers  at  war;  and  also 
of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  this  day,  directing  their 
Agent  of  Marine  to  take  proper  measures  to  stop  all 
further  hostilities  by  sea. 


FROM  ALEXANDER   HAMILTON,  IN   CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  25  March,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  a  day  or  two  ago  by 
express.  Since  that,  a  Committee,  appointed  on  the 
communications  from  you,  have  had  a  meeting,  and 
find  themselves  embarrassed.  They  have  requested 
me  to  communicate  our  embarrassments  to  you  in 
confidence,  and  to  ask  your  private  opinion.  The  ar- 
my, by  their  resolutions,  express  an  expectation  that 
Congress  will  not  disband  them  previous  to  a  settle- 
ment of  accounts,  and  the  establishment  of  funds. 
Congress  may  resolve  upon  the  first,  but  the  general 
opinion  is  that  they  cannot  constitutionally  declare 
the  second.  They  have  no  right  by  the  Confedera- 
tion to  demand  funds;  they  can  only  recommend;  and 
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to  determine  that  the  army  shall  be  continued  in  ser- 
vice till  the  States  grant  them,  would  be  to  determine 
that  the  whole  present  army  shall  be  a  standing  ar- 
my during  peace,  unless  the  States  comply  with  the 
requisitions  for  funds.  This,  it  is  supposed,  would 
excite  the  alarms  and  jealousies  of  the  States,  and 
increase  rather  than  lessen  the  opposition  to  the  fund- 
ing scheme. 

It  is  also  observed,  that  the  longer  the  army  is 
kept  together  the  more  the  payment  of  past  dues  is 
procrastinated,  the  abilities  of  the  States  being  ex- 
hausted for  their  immediate  support,  and  a  new  debt 
every  day  incurred.  It  is  further  suggested,  that 
there  is  danger  in  keeping  the  army  together  in  a 
state  of  inactivity,  and  that  a  separation  of  the  seve- 
ral lines  would  facilitate  the  settlement  of  accounts, 
diminish  present  expense,  and  avoid  the  danger  of 
union.  It  is  added,  that  the  officers  of  each  line, 
being  on  the  spot,  might,  by  their  own  solicitations, 
and  those  of  their  friends,  forward  the  adoption  of 
funds  in  the  different  States. 

A  proposition  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  Colo- 
nel Bland,  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress,  framed  upon  the  principles  of  the  fore- 
going reasoning.  Another  proposition  is  contained  in 
the  following  resolution;  — 

a  That  the  Commander-in-chief  be  informed,  it  is  the 
intention  of  Congress  to  effect  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  respective  lines,  previous  to  their  re- 
duction; and  that  Congress  are  doing,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do,  every  thing  in  their  power  towards  pro- 
curing satisfactory  securities  for  what  shall  be  found 
due  on  such  settlement." 

The  scope  of  this,  your  Excellency  will  perceive 
without  comment.    I  am  to  request  you  will  favor  me 
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with  your  sentiments  on  both  the  propositions,  and, 
in  general,  with  your  ideas  of  what  had  best  be  done 
with  reference  to  the  expectation  expressed  by  the 
officers;  taking  into  view  the  situation  of  Congress. 
On  one  side,  the  army  expect  they  will  not  be  dis- 
banded till  accounts  are  settled,  and  funds  established. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  have  no  constitutional  power 
of  doing  any  thing  more  than  to  recommend  funds; 
and  are  persuaded  that  these  will  meet  with  moun- 
tains of  prejudice  in  some  of  the  States. 

A  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  a  plan 
for  funding  the  public  debts;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
it  will  ere  long  go  forth  to  the  States,  with  every 
argument  that  can  give  it  success.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  sincere  respect, 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM   ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  IN   CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  25  March,  1783. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  I  write  more  in  a  public  than  in  a 
private  capacity.  Here  I  write  as  a  citizen  zealous 
for  the  true  happiness  of  this  country;  as  a  soldier, 
who  feels  what  is  due  to  an  army  which  has  suffered 
every  thing,  and  done  much  for  the  safety  of  Ame- 
rica. 

I  sincerely  wish  ingratitude  was  not  so  natural  to 
the  human  heart  as  it  is.  I  sincerely  wish  there 
were  no  seeds  of  it  in  those  who  direct  the  counsels 
of  the  United  States.  But  while  I  urge  the  army 
to   moderation,  and   advise   your   Excellency  to   take 
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the  direction  of  their  discontents,  and  endeavour  to 
confine  them  within  the  bounds  of  duty,  I  cannot,  as 
an  honest  man,  conceal  from  you,  that  I  am  afraid 
their  distrust  has  too  much  foundation.  Republican 
jealousy  has  in  it  a  principle  of  hostility  to  an  army, 
whatever  be  their  merits,  whatever  be  their  claims  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  community.  It  acknowledges 
their  services  with  unwillingness,  and  rewards  them 
with  reluctance.  I  see  this  temper,  though  smothered 
with  great  care,  involuntarily  breaking  out  upon  too 
many  occasions.  I  often  feel  a  mortification,  which 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  express,  that  sets  my  pas- 
sions at  variance  with  my  reason.  Too  many,  I  per- 
ceive, if  they  could  do  it  with  safety  or  color,  would 
be  glad  to  elude  the  just  pretensions  of  the  army.  "I 
hope  this  is  not  the  prevailing  disposition. 

But,  supposing  the  country  ungrateful,  what  can 
the  army  do?  It  must  submit  to  its  hard  fate.  To 
seek  redress  by  its  arms,  would  end  in  its  ruin.  The 
army  would  moulder  by  its  own  weight,  and  for  want 
of  the  means  of  keeping  together;  the  soldiery  would 
abandon  their  officers ;  there  would  be  no  chance  of 
success,  without  having  recourse  to  means  that  would 
reverse  our  revolution.  I  make  these  observations, 
not  that  I  imagine  your  Excellency  can  want  motives 
to  continue  your  influence  in  the  path  of  moderation, 
but  merely  to  show  why  I  cannot  myself  enter  into 
the  views  of  coercion,  which  some  gentlemen  enter- 
tain ;  for,  I  confess,  could  force  avail,  I  should  al- 
most wish  to  see  it  employed.  I  have  an  indifferent 
opinion  of  the  honesty  of  this  country,  and  ill  fore- 
bodings as  to  its  future  system. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  I  have  written  with 
sensations  of  chagrin,  and  will  make  allowance  for 
coloring;  but  the  general  picture  is  too  true.  God 
VOL.  iv.  2 
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send  us  all  more  wisdom!    I  am,  very  sincerely  and 
respectfully, 

Tour  Excellency's  obedient  servant^ 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM  THEODORIC  BLAND,  IN  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  25  March,  1783. 

Sir, 

Many  events  have  lately  occurred,  which  have  oc- 
casioned me  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  my 
correspondence  of  a  private  nature.  I  now  take  the 
liberty  of  writing  to  you,  by  desire  of  a  Committee, 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  one,  to  whom  your 
very  interesting  despatches  to  Congress,  of  the  15th 
of  this  month,  were  committed. 

You  will,  without  doubt,  have  been  informed,  Sir, 
and  have  received  with  pleasure  the  intelligence,  of 
the  vote  for  the  commutation  having  passed  Congress, 
the  same  day  on  which  your  Excellency's  despatches, 
containing  the  truly  sensible  and  patriotic  resolutions 
of  the  officers  of  the  army,  convened  by  your  Excel- 
lency's authority,  were  received.  On  that  happy 
event  I  most  cordially  congratulate  you,  Sir,  and  my 
quondam  brother  officers.  I  think  it  must  give  the 
most  sensible  pleasure  to  every  friend  of  this  coun- 
try, that  an  event  so  interesting  should  take  place 
at  the  very  moment  that  a  certainty  of  peace  was 
announced ;  and  that  the  civil  and  military,  at  that 
critical  juncture,  should  so  harmonize  on  the  capital 
object  of  their  wishes.  This  event  will,  I  trust,  era- 
dicate from  the  minds  of  every  generous  and  think- 
ing man  in  the  United  States,  in  whatever  station  he 
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may  be,  every  vestige  of  suspicion,  which  those  of 
an  opposite  complexion  might  have  endeavoured  to 
implant 

If  my  conceptions  of  the  sense  of  Congress  are 
right,  I  think  I  can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  all 
those  suspicions,  which  may  have  been  entertained  of 
want  of  gratitude  to  the  army,  or  a  desire  to  do 
them  complete  and  ample  justice,  are  totally  ground- 
less. Your  Excellency,  I  hope,  knows  too  well  my 
candor  to  imagine  I  would  attempt  to  deceive.  If  I 
have  built  my  opinions,  on  this  head,  on  an  errone- 
ous idea  of  Congress,  the  moment  such  error  is  dis- 
covered by  me,  I  shall  think  myself  unpardonable  not 
to  disclose  it  You  will  perceive,  Sir,  by  the  inclosed 
rough  copies,  numbers  One  and  Two,  which  the  Com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  consideration,  what  is 
their  sense,  and,  what  they  have  reason  to  think  is 
the  sense  of  Congress.  We  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  make  to  you,  Sir,  a  confidential  communica- 
tion of  our  sentiments,  in  hopes  that  you  will  favor 
us  with  your  opinion  thereon  at  large. 

Our  doubt  arises  solely  from  this  consideration, 
namely,  —  that  the  enormous  expense  of  keeping  the 
whole  army  in  the  field,  until  their  a  accounts  are  li- 
quidated, the  balances  accurately  ascertained,  and  funds 
established  for  the  payment"  would  be  productive  of 
the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  the  United  States ; 
might  occasion  clamors  among  the  citizens,  embarrass 
the  measures  which  Congress  mean  to  take,  and  so 
affect  their  finances  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
comply  with  what  the  army  most  desire,  namely,  a 
punctual  discharge  of  the  debt  due  to  them  on  set- 
tlement Your  Excellency  will,  I  think,  require  no 
argument  to  show  the  force  of  these  observations. 

I  will  say  nothing  of  the  effects,  which  ever  have 
2* 


16  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

and  ever  will  arise  from  keeping  a  large  army  in  the 
field,  in  a  state  of  inactivity,  without  any  other  ob- 
ject to  employ  their  minds  on,  than  their  past  suffer- 
ings and  present  distresses ;  a  relief  of  which  must  be 
inevitably  removed  to  a  further  distance  by  the  very 
means  they  appear  to  point  out  to  procure  it.  Al- 
though the  resolutions  of  the  army,  on  the  address  to 
them  by.  your  Excellency,  are  perfectly  explicit,  and 
breathe  the  most  entire  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
Congress,  and  the  sincere  intentions  of  that  body  to- 
wards them ;  yet,  lest  some  latent  spark  of  suspicion, 
undiscovered  by  the  Convention,  should  unexpectedly 
discover  itself,  and  lay  hold  of  an  ambiguous  expres- 
sion, or  even  the  silence  of  Congress  on  some  mate- 
rial point,  does  not  your  Excellency  conceive  an  ex- 
plicit and  full  declaration  of  Congress,  not  only  of 
their  intentions  to  do  ample  justice,  but  of  the  mode 
by  which  it  is  to  be  done,  as  far  as  depends  on 
them,  will  be  proper?  Should  you,  Sir,  think  proper 
to  offer  any  amendment  to  either  of  the  inclosed  re- 
solutions, or  to  start  any  new  idea,  that  may  be. 
thought  more  effectual  than  those  they  contain,  you 
may  be  assured  of  their  being  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  most  confidential  manner,  and  of  re- 
ceiving all  possible  attention. 

Although  I  write  now  at  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee, you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  this  communi- 
cation as  not  of  a  public,  or  official  nature,  and  com- 
municable only  to  those  in  whom  the  most  entire  con- 
fidence is  reposed.  I  need  not  inform  your  Excel- 
lency of  the  earnest  desire  which  the  Committee  have 
to  make  their  report  on  this  subject  as  speedily  as 
possible,  as  you  are  fully  apprised  of  the  necessity 
of  it,  rendered,  in  my  opinion,  the  more  necessary,  by 
the  great  and  glorious  event,  which  has  been  so  lately 
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announced  to  us  of  a  general  peace;  on  which  occa- 
sion, I  most  cordially  and  sincerely  congratulate  your 
Excellency,  with  an  assurance  that  peace  or  war  will 
never  change  in  me  the  unalterable  affection  and 
esteem,  with  which  I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Theodoric  Bland. 

P.  S.  You  will  excuse,  Sir,  the  hasty  manner  in 
which  this  has  been  written,  as  a  fear  of  losing  the 
opportunity  by  the  post  has  deprived  me  of  the  power 
of  revising  it 


FROM   ALEXANDER  HAMILTON-,  IN   CONGRESS. 

11  April,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letters  of  the 
31st  of  March,  and  4th  of  April ;  the  last,  to-day.  The 
one  to  Colonel  Bland,  as  member  of  the  Committee, 
has  been  read  in  Committee  confidentially,  and  gave 
great  satisfaction.  The  idea  of  not  attempting  to  se- 
parate the  army  before  the  settlement  of  accounts, 
corresponds  with  my  proposition.  That  of  endeavour- 
ing to  let  them  have  some  pay,  has  also  appeared  to 
me  indispensable.  The  expectations  of  the  army,  as 
represented  by  your  Excellency,  are  moderation  itself. 
To-morrow  we  confer  with  the  Superintendent  of  Fi- 
nance on  the  subject  of  money.  There  will  be  diffi- 
culty; but  not,  we  hope,  insurmountable. 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  hints  you  are  so 
obliging  as  to  give  me  in  your  private  letter.  I  do 
not  wonder  at  the  suspicions  that  have  been  infused; 
2* 
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nor  should  I  be  surprised  to  hear  that  I  have  been 
pointed  out  as  one  of  the  persons  concerned  in  play- 
ing the  game  described*  But  facts  must  speak  for 
themselves.  The  gentlemen,  who  were  here  from  the 
army,  General  McDougall,  who  is  still  here,  will  be 
able  to  give  a  true  account  of  those  who  have  sup- 
ported the  just  claims  of  the  army,  and  of  those  who 
have  endeavoured  to  elude  them. 

There  are  two  classes  of  men,  Sir,  in  Congress,  of 
very  different  views ;  one  attached  to  State,  the  other 
to  Continental  politics.  The  last  have  been  strenuous 
advocates  for  funding  the  public  debt  upon  solid  se- 
curities; the  former  have  given  every  opposition  in 
their  power,  and  have  only  been  dragged  into  the 
measures,  which  are  now  near  being  adopted,  by  the 
clamors  of  the  army  and  other  public  creditors. 
The  advocates  for  Continental  funds  have  blended  the 
interests  of  the  army  with  other  creditors,  from  a  con- 
viction that  no  funds,  for  partial  purposes,  will  go 
through  those  States  to  whose  citizens  the  United 
States  are  largely  indebted;  or,  if  they  should  be 
carried  through,  from  impressions  of  the  moment, 
would  have  the  necessary  stability;  for  the  influence 
of  those  unprovided  for  would  always  militate  against 
a  provision  for  others,  in  exclusion  of  them.  It  is  in 
vain  to  tell  men,  who  have  parted  with  a  large  part 
of  their  property  on  the  public  faith,  that  the  ser- 
vices of  the  army  are  entitled  to  a  preference.  They 
would  reason  from  their  interest  and  their  feelings. 
These  would  tell  them,  that  they  had  as  great  a  title 
as  any  other  class  of  the  community  to  public  justice ; 
and  that,  while  this  was  denied  to  them,  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  make  them  bear  their  part  of  the 
burden  for  the  benefit  of  others.  This  is  the  way  they 
would  reason;  and  as  their  influence  in   some  of  the 
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States  was  considerable,  they  would  have  been  able 
to  prevent  any  partial  provision. 

But  the  question  was  not  merely  how  to  do  justice 
to  the  creditors,  but  how  to  restore  public  credit 
Taxation  in  this  country,  it  was  found,  could  not  sup- 
ply a  sixth  part  of  the  public  necessities.  The  loans 
in  Europe  were  far  short  of  the  balance,  and  the  pros- 
pect every  day  diminishing ;  the  Court  of  France  tell- 
ing us,  in  plain  terms,  she  could  not  even  do  as 
much  as  she  had  done ;  individuals  in  Holland,  and 
everywhere  else,  refusing  to  part  with  their  money, 
on  the  precarious  tenure  of  the  mere  faith  of  this 
country,  without  any  pledge  for  the  payment  either 
of  principal  or  interest. 

In  this  situation,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  It  was 
essential  to  our  cause  that  vigorous  efforts  should  be 
made  to  restore  public  credit;  it  was  necessary  to 
combine  all  the  motives  to  this  end,  that  could  ope- 
rate upon  different  descriptions  of  persons  in  the  dif- 
ferent States.  The  necessity  and  discontents  of  the 
army  presented  themselves  as  a  powerful  engine. 

But,  Sir,  these  gentlemen  would  be  puzzled  to  sup- 
port their  insinuations  by  a  single  fact.  It  was,  in- 
deed, proposed  to  appropriate  the  intended  impost 
on  trade  to  the  army  debt,  and,  what  was  extraordi- 
nary, by  gentlemen  who  had  expressed  their  dislike 
to  the  principle  of  the  fund.  I  acknowledge  I  was 
one  that  opposed  this ;  for  the  reasons  already  as- 
signed, and  for  these  additional  ones.  Thai  was  the 
fund  on  which  we  most  counted.  To  obtain  further 
loans  in  Europe,  it  was  necessary  we  should  have  a 
fund  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  what  had  been 
borrowed  and  what  was  to  be  borrowed.  The  truth 
was,  these  people,  in  this  instance,  wanted  to  play  off 
the  army  against  the  funding  system. 
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As  to  Mr.  Morris,  I  will  give  your  Excellency  a 
true  explanation  of  his  conduct.  He  had  been,  for 
some  time,  pressing  Congress  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
funds,,  and  had  found  a  great  backwardness  in  the 
business.  He  found  the  taxes  unproductive  in  the 
different  States;  he  found  the  loans  in  Europe  mak- 
ing a  very  slow  progress ;  he  found  himself  pressed, 
on  all  hands,  for  supplies ;  he  found  himself,  in  short, 
reduced  to  this  alternative,  either  of  making  engage- 
ments which  he  could  not  fulfil,  or  declaring  his  re- 
signation in  case  funds  were  i*ot  established  by  a 
given  time. 

Had  he  followed  the  first  course,  the  bubble  must 
soon  have  burst  ;  he  must  have  sacrificed  his  credit 
and  his  character;  and  public  credit,  already  in  a 
ruined  condition,  must  have  lost  its  last  support.  He 
wisely  judged  it  better  to  resign.  This  might  increase 
the  -embarrassments  of  the  moment,  but  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  would  produce  the 
proper  measures ;  and  he  might  then  resume  the  di- 
rection of  the  machine  with  advantage  and  success. 
He  also  had  some  hope  that  his  resignation  would 
prove  a  stimulus  to  Congress. 

He  was,  however,  ill-advised  in  the  publication  of 
his  letter  of  resignation.  This  was  an  imprudent 
step,  and  has  given  a  handle  to  his  personal  enemies, 
who,  by  playing  upon  the  passions  of  others,  have 
drawn  some  well-meaning  men  into  the  cry  against 
him.  But  Mr.  Morris  certainly  deserves  a  great  deal 
from  his  country.  I  believe  no  man  in  this  country, 
but  himself,  could  have  kept  the  money  machine  a-go- 
ing during  the  period  he  has  been  in  office.  From 
every  thing  that  appears,  his  administration  has  been 
upright,  as  well  as  able. 

The  truth  is,  the  old  leaven  of  Deane  and  Lee  is, 
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at  this  day,  working  against  Mr.  Morris.  He  hap- 
pened, in  that  dispute,  to  have  been  on  the  side  of 
Deane,  and  certain  men  can  never  forgive  him.  A 
man,  whom  I  once  esteemed,  and  whom  I  will  rather 
suppose  duped  than  wicked,  is  the  second  actor  in 
this  business. 

The  matter,  with  respect  to  the  army,  which  has 
occasioned  most  altercation  in  Congress,  and  most  dis- 
satisfaction in  the  army,  has  been  the  half-pay.  The 
opinions  on  this  head  have  been  two.  One  party  was 
for  referring  the  several  lines  to  their  States,  to  make 
commutation  as  they  should  think  proper;  the  other, 
for  making  the  commutation  by  Congress,  and  funding 
it  on  Continental  security.  I  was  of  this  last  opinion, 
and  so  were  all  those  who  will  be  represented  as 
having  made  use  of  the  army  as  puppets.  Our  prin- 
cipal reasons  were,  —  first,  by  referring  the  lines  to 
their  respective  States,  those  who  were  opposed*  to 
the  half-pay  would  have  taken  advantage  of  the  offi- 
cers' necessities  to  make  the  commutation  far  short 
of  an  equivalent ;  secondly,  the  inequality  which  would 
have  arisen  in  the  different  States,  when  the  officers 
came  to  compare  (as  has  happened  in  other  cases), 
would  have  been  a  new  source  of  discontent;  thirdly, 
such  a  reference  was  a  continuance  of  the  old  wretch- 
ed State  system,  by  which  the  ties  between  Congress 
and  the  army  have  been  nearly  dissolved,  by  which 
the  resources  of  the  States  have  been  diverted  from 
the  common  treasury,  and  wasted ;  a  system  which 
your  Excellency  has  often  justly  reprobated. 

I  have  gone  into  the  details,  to  give  you  a  just 
idea  of  the  parties  in  Congress.  I  assure  you,  upon 
my  honor,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  a  candid  state  of 
facts,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment.  The  men  against 
whom  the  suspicions  you    mention   must   be  directed, 
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are  in  general,  the  most  sensible,  the  most  liberal, 
the  most  independent,  and  the  most  respectable,  cha- 
racters in  our  body,  as  well  as  the  most  unequivocal 
friends  to  the  army.  In  a  word,  they  are  the  men 
who  think  Continentally.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
sincere  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

p.  S.  I  am  Chairman  of  a  Committee  for  Peace 
Arrangements.  We  shall  ask  your  Excellency's  opi- 
nion at  large,  on  a  proper  military  peace  establish- 
ment. I  will  just  hint  to  your  Excellency  that  our 
prejudices  will  make  us  wish  to  keep  up  as  few 
troops  as  possible. 

We  this  moment  learn  an  officer  is  arrived  from  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  with  despatches;  probably,  official  ac- 
counts of  peace. 


FROM  ROBERT  R.   LIVINGSTON. 

Philadelphia,  12  April,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  congratulate  your  Excellency,  most  sincerely,  upon 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  which  you  will  learn  from 
the  inclosed  proclamation.  You  will  doubtless  have 
heard  directly  from  General  Carleton  on  the  subject, 
so  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  trouble  you  with 
the  substance  of  his  letter  to  me. 

Congress  will  this  day,  upon  my  report,  take  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  discharging  the  prison- 
ers, and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  done.  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  presses  hard,  in  his  letter,  for  the  exe- 
cution   of  the   fifth   of  the   Preliminary  Articles.     I 
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have  replied  that  it  cannot  be  executed,  till  the  treaty- 
is  ratified ;  and  in  the  mean  time  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince him  that  the  recommendation  of  Congress  will 
be  received  with  much  more  respect,  when  the  per- 
sons, who  compose  our  Legislatures,  have  returned  to 
their  respective  homes,  and  the  asperities,  occasioned 
by  the  war,  shall  be  a  little  worn  down  by  the  en- 
joyment of  peace.  It  is  a  very  capital  omission,  in 
our  treaty,  that  no  time  has  been  fixed  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  New  York. 

It  were  to  be  wished  that  General  Carleton's  inten- 
tions on  this  head  could  be  sounded  by  your  Excel- 
lency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  Sir,  &c, 

Robert  R.  Livingston. 


FROM  THEODORIC  BLAND,  IN  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  16  April,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  two 
favors  of  the  31st  ultimo  and  the  4th  instant ;  the 
latter,  accompanied  with  your  full  and  explicit  answer 
on  the  subject  on  which  I  addressed  your  Excellency 
in  my  last,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee.  It  has 
been,  according  to  your  desire,  communicated  to  Colo- 
nel Hamilton  and  the  other  members  who  compose 
the  Committee,  confidentially,  and  is  now  under  consi- 
deration. We  have  conferred  with  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Finance,  and  be  assured  our  utmost,  endea- 
vours shall  not  be  wanting  to  bring  to  a  speedy, 
and,  I  hope  happy  conclusion,  the  objects  your  Ex- 
cellency has  pointed  to  with  so  much  clearness,  can- 
dor, and  energy. 
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Confident  I  am,  that  there  is  every  disposition  in 
Congress  to  appreciate  the  services  and  sufferings  of 
the  army  —  unquestionably  the  most  meritorious  class 
of  citizens  in  this  long,  and,  at  length,  successful  con- 
test. I  am  not  less  persuaded,  in  my  own  mind,  that 
what  depends  on  the  States  respectively,  to  put  the 
finishing  hand  to  a  complete  compensation  of  their 
long  and  meritorious  services  and  sufferings,  will  be 
cheerfully  complied  with.  But  these,  Sir,  are  the  ex- 
pectations, or  opinions,  of  an  individual  strongly  im- 
pressed, and  ardently  (perhaps  too  sanguinely)  hoping 
for  that  desirable  event;  in  which  expectation  if  I 
am  disappointed,  I  shall,  with  you,  Sir,  have  to  la- 
ment the  most  fatal  infatuation  and  the  grossest  in- 
gratitude, that  ever  seized  the  heads,  or  corrupted 
the  hearts  of  a  nation  and  its  counsels,  towards  a 
body  of  men  to  whom  they  owe  their  political  exist- 
ence, and  all  those  blessings  which  every  good  man 
wishes  to  see  flow  from  our  Union  and  independence. 

We  hope  to  have  the  answer  to-morrow  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Finance,  on  the  practicability  of 
the  measure,  which,  should  it  be  even  in  the  nega- 
tive (which  I  do  not  expect),  I  think  I  can  assure 
your  Excellency,  such  is  the  interest  the  Committee 
take  in  the  welfare  of  the  army,  that  they  will  not 
stop  in  their  endeavours  to  devise  such  measures  as 
may,  in  the  end,  prove  as  beneficial  and  satisfactory 
as  those  which  your  Excellency  has  thought  of,  if  in 
their  power. 

Your  Excellency's  observations  on  the  necessity  of 
establishing  a  national  character,  stamped  with  the 
indelible  traits  of  justice,  gratitude,  and  faith,  carry 
with  them  the  irresistible  force  of  conviction,  and 
meet  with  my  most  cordial  concurrence.  Nor  have  I 
a  doubt  that,  when  the  tumult   of  war  has  subsided, 
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this  enlightened  country,  although  at  present  young 
in  politics,  will  soon  discover  the  importance  and 
truth  of  your  observation,  and  adopt  it  as  the. surest 
basis  on  which  must  be  founded  the  future  greatness 
and  prosperity  of  these  rising  and  important  States. 
It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  that  I  think  I  have  ob- 
served such  ideas  succeeding  rapidly  to  those  of 
chicane,  which  so  strongly  marked  the  counsels,  as 
well  as  manners,  of  the  people  at  large  in  the  days 
of  paper  and  depreciation. 

From  these  considerations,  I  am  led  to  form  the 
most  pleasing  augury  of  our  future  greatness  and  re- 
spectability among  nations,  which  has,  in  a  great 
measure,  dispelled  the  fears  and  bodings  of  those 
evils,  which  a  jarring  of  interests  among  so  many 
sovereignties,  united  in  one  federal  chain,  seemed  to 
threaten.  I  am  happy  to  think,  that  local  interests 
and  prejudices  will  give  way  to  a  great  and  general  good, 
when  clearly  seen  and  well  understood,  and  prudently  and 
constitutionally  pursued.  These,  Sir,  are,  in  my  appre- 
hension, the  grand  objects  of  our  general  council;  a 
steady  pursuit  of  which,  without  turning  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left,  from  local  considerations,  party  animo- 
sity, partial  views,  or  corrupt  influence,  will  certainly 
guide  the  vessel  of  the  State  to  a  safe  anchorage, 
and  reward  the  pilots  with  the  estimation  and  ap- 
plause of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  the  admiration  and 
respect  of  foreign  powers. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  a  re- 
quisition to  the  States,  on  such  principles  as  the  Fe- 
deral Constitution  will  authorize^  if  adopted,  and  on 
such  liberal  principles  as  I  hope  will  facilitate,  if  not 
insure,  the  adoption,  is  now  so  far  advanced  as  to  be 
on  the  point  of  its  passing  through  Congress,  which 
will  afford  the  means  of  providing  ample  and  perma- 
VOL.  iv.  3 
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nent  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  not  only 
to  our  army,  but  to  foreign  and  domestic  creditors 
of  every  description,  as  well  as  for  sinking  the  prin- 
cipal. I  cannot  here  omit  suggesting  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  your  personal  interest  with  some  of  the 
leading  members  of  our  Legislature,  and  perhaps  with 
some  of  the  other  States,  might  give  a  happy  turn 
to  those  requisitions  when  they  are  laid  before  the 
Assemblies;  especially  if  grounded  on  the  feelings 
and  true  situation  of  the  army,  with  which  you,  Sir, 
are  universally  acknowledged  to  be  better  acquainted, 
and  more  conversant,  than  any  other  person  can  pos- 
sibly be. 

Embarked  in  the  same  cause,  and,  I  flatter  myself, 
on  the  same  principle  as  your  Excellency,  I  hope  I 
need  not  apologize  for  the  length  of  my  letter,  as  its 
contents  will  fully  demonstrate  the  interest  I  have 
in  the  successful  issue  of  our  common  endeavours, 
that  peace  shall  not  arise  without  its  blessings,  con- 
tent and  happiness,  to  those  by  whose  exertions  it 
has  been  principally  procured.  Nor  need  I  give  an 
additional  proof,  I  hope,  of  that  entire  confidence  and 
esteem  with  which  I  am,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Theodoric  Bland. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  yet  received  any  answer  from 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  my  letter,  which  you  were  so 
obliging  as  to  send  in.  Should  I  receive  it,  I  shall 
certainly  communicate  its  contents  to  your  Excellen- 
cy; or  should  any  letter  come  from  him  through 
your  hands,  directed  to  me,  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  open  and  peruse  it,  for  your  satisfaction 
on  the  subject  you  mention. 
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FROM  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HUNTINGTON. 

West  Point,  16  April,  1783. 

Sir, 

In  making  military  arrangements  for  a  pe^ce,  a 
possible  war  has  the  first  consideration;  next,  our 
finances;  but  I  should  suppose  the  necessary  disposi- 
tions and  institutions  need  not  be  expensive.  If  the 
system  is  perfect  in  its  formation  and  execution,  it 
will  have  such  effects  on  the  minds  of  those  who  are, 
or  wish  to  be,  our  enemies,  as  to  deter  them  from 
hostilities  and  even  from  secret  machinations. 

West  Point  has  been  held  as  the  key  of  the  United 
States.  The  British  viewed  it  in  the  same  point  of 
light,  and  will,  it  is  presumed,  keep  their  eye  upon 
it,  as  long  as  they  regret  the  loss  of  the  country,  or 
have  a  passion  for  power  and  conquest.  West  Point 
is  exposed  to  a  coup-dwnain,  and  ought  therefore  to 
be  always  in  a  complete  condition  of  defence.  With 
a  little  more  expense  than  that  of  maintaining  a  gar- 
rison of  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  men,  it  may  be 
made  a  safe  deposit  where  every  military  article  may 
be  kept  in  good  order  and  repair;  and,  with  a  small 
additional  expense,  an  academy  might  be  here  insti- 
tuted for  instruction  in  all  the  branches  of  the  mili- 
tary art 

To  provide  the  garrison,  in  the  first  instance,  retain 
the  three  years*  men  until  their  terms  of  service  ex- 
pire. In  the  mean  time  take  boys  of  fourteen  years 
of  age,  of  whom  there  will  be  a  sufficient  number 
among  the  poor,  whose  circumstances  will  compel 
them;  if  not,  among  the  middle  and  higher  ranks, 
whose  inclination  will  lead  them,  to  engage  for  seven 
years  for  the  sake  of  subsistence,  clothing,  mechanical 
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trades,  and  other   useful   learning  j   and   to   devote   a 
part  of  their  time  to  arms  and  garrison  fatigue. 

The  next,  and  perhaps  only  other  object  worthy 
the  attention  of  Congress,  are  some  barriers  against 
the  Indians.  The  first  measures  with  relation  to  them 
will  make  deep  and  lasting  impressions,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  taken  with  caution.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, as  large  a  body  of  troops  as  the  British 
usually  kept  up  in  their  country,  would  from  us  give 
them  no  alarm  or  uneasiness;  but,  whatever  the  In- 
dians may  think,  it  will  behoove  us  to  keep  pace  with 
the  British,  so  far  as  to  secure  the  country  from  their 
encroachments,  awe  the  Indians,  protect  and  enjoy 
their  trade.  Five  or  six  hundred  regular  troops,  in 
the  western  country,  may  be  sufficient  for  those  pur- 
poses, and  at  the  same  time  greatly  facilitate  the 
settlement  of  itj  and  that,  in  turn,  will  supersede 
the  necessity  of  regular  troops  in  that  quarter. 

I  am,  &c, 

Jedediah  Huntington. 


FROM  GOVERNOR  CLINTON. 

(Confidential.) 

Poughkeepsie,  17  April,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  subject  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  is  of  such  extensive  importance,  that  it  would 
require  more  information  than  I  am  possessed  of  to 
form  the  opinion  you  request  of  me,  and  more  leisure 
than  the  present  situation  of  affairs  admits  of,  to  ar- 
range my  thoughts  (which,  at  best,  I  would  offer 
with  great  diffidence)  into  system. 
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It  appears  to  me  indispensably  necessary  that  some 
troops  should  be  kept  in  service  in  time  of  peace, 
for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  the  posts,  which  it 
may  be  thought  expedient  to  maintain  on  the  fron- 
tiers, and  to  protect  the  public  magazines.  The  num- 
ber must  be  determined  by  the  posts  which  it  may 
be  necessary  to  occupy,  of  which  I  can  form  no  judg- 
ment. But,  as  these  will  by  no  means  be  sufficient 
for  defence  in  case  of  war;  and  as  the  modern  sys- 
tems of  military  arrangements  that  obtain  in  Europe 
would  be  totally  inadmissible  with  us;  and  as  our 
own  experience  has  abundantly  evinced  that  it  is 
hazardous  and  expensive  to  the  last  degree  to  leave 
the  defence  of  a  country  to  its  militia,  some  plan,  in 
my  opinion,  ought  to  be  adopted,  which  would  pre- 
serve the  great  outlines  of  an  army,  in  such  manner 
as  that  it  may  not  only  be  readily  completed  and 
drawn  forth  for  action,  whenever  the  exigencies  of 
the  nation  shall  require,  but  so  as  that  it  can  be 
most  speedily  reduced  to  order  and  consistency. 

For  this  purpose  I  would  therefore  propose,  —  that 
a  sufficient  number  of  officers  to  compose  such  an 
army  be  retained  in  service,  by  continuing  to  them 
their  rank.  That  promotions  should  take  place,  and 
vacancies  be  filled  up,  in  the  same  manner  as  at 
present  That  they  should  not  receive  pay,  except 
when  in  actual  service,  but  be  entitled  to  certain  en- 
couragements of  the  negative  kind,  such  as  exemption 
from  serving  in  the  militia,  or  in  any  of  the  burden- 
some offices  of  society;  together  with  some  such  po- 
sitive distinctions  (if  any  should  be  necessary)  as 
would  not  tend  to  give  the  most  distant  cause  of 
jealousy  or  apprehension  among  the  most  scrupulous 
republicans,  and  at  the  same  time  would  be  sufficient 
to  induce  the  present  gentlemen  to  retain  their  ranks, 

3* 


30  LETTERS   TO    WASHINGTO. 

and  be  at  the  call  of  their  country,  and  others  solicit- 
ous to  obtain  commissions. 

And,  in  order  that  we  may  always  have  a  suc- 
cession of  officers  well  versed  in  the  tactics  of  war, 
I  would  farther  propose,  that,  at  one  seminary  of 
learning  in  each  State,  where  degrees  in  the  arts  and 
sciences  are  conferred,  a  professorship  should  be  es- 
tablished, lectures  read,  and  degrees  conferred  in  the 
military  science.  These  Professorships  to  be  under 
the  inspection  of  some  officer  of  high  rank,  and  dis- 
tinguished abilities  in  the  profession,  who  should  have 
an  adequate  allowance  of  pay  from  the  public,  and 
be  obliged  to  visit  the  several  seminaries  at  stated 
periods,  and  report  to  the  proper  office  the  result  of 
his  visitations.  From  these  seminaries  all  vacancies 
should  be  filled  up  as  they  occur,  and  no  person 
should  receive  a  commission,  unless  he  had  attended 
a  certain  number  of  courses  of  lectures,  and  been  ad- 
mitted to  his  degree. 

A  proportion  of  these  officers  will  necessarily  be 
employed  with  the  troops  for  garrisoning  the  posts, 
&c.  And  I  would  propose  that  this  duty  should  be 
performed  by  a  certain  routine,  to  be  established  for 
the  purpose ;  that,  in  turn,  all  should  share  the  ad- 
vantage which  may  be  derived  from  actual  service, 
on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  the  mischiefs, 
which  in  time  of  peace  might  arise  from  too  long  a 
continuance  in  command  at  fixed  posts,  would  there- 
by be  obviated. 

In  all  our  peace  arrangements,  we  ought,  I  con- 
ceive, to  have  an  eye  to  the  support  of  the  Federal 
Union,  as  the  first  and  principal  object  of  national 
concern.  Influenced  by  this  consideration,  I  would 
prefer  an  establishment  (however  feeble  it  might  ap- 
pear)   that   is   calculated    to    maintain    that   intimate 
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connection  between  the  different  States,  which  gave 
us  success  in  war,  and  upon  which  I  am  persuaded 
our  happiness  and  importance  will  depend  in  peace. 
And  it  is  this  which  would  induce  me  to  wish  to  pre- 
serve even  the  name  of  a  Continental  army,  as  well  as 
to  cherish  that  sense  of  military  honor,  which  is  so 
nearly  allied  to  public  virtue  as  not  to  admit  of 
distinction,  but  which,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of 
our  country,  may  otherwise  be  too  soon  extinguished. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  deference 
and  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Clinton. 


FROM   ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  15  April,  1783. 

Sir, 

There  are  two  resolutions  passed,  relative  to  the 
restoration  of  the  British  prisoners,  and  to  making 
arrangements  for  the  surrender  of  the  posts  in  the 
possession  of  the  British  troops ;  the  first  of  which  is 
to  be  transacted  by  you  in  conjunction  with  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  the  latter  by  yourself  alone.  I  will 
explain  to  you  some  doubts  which  have  arisen  in 
Congress,  with  regard  to  the  true  construction  of  the 
provisional  treaty,  which  may  be  of  use  to  you  in 
transacting  the  business  above  mentioned 

The  sixth  article  declares  that  there  shall  be  no 
future  confiscation,  &c,  after  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  in  America;  and  the  seventh  article  makes  the 
surrender  of  prisoners,  evacuation  of  posts,  cessation 
of  hostilities,  &c,  to  depend  on  that  event,  to  wit, 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  America.    Now  the  doubt 
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is,  whether  the  treaty  means  the  provisional  treaty 
already  concluded,  or  the  definitive  treaty  to  be  conclud- 
ed. The  last  construction  is  most  agreeable  to  the 
letter  of  the  provisional  articles ;  the  former,  most 
agreeable  to  the  usual  practice  of  nations;  for  hos- 
tilities commonly  cease  on  the  ratification  of  the  pre- 
liminary treaty.  There  is  a  great  diversity  of  opi- 
nion in  Congress.  It  will  be,  in  my  opinion,  advisa- 
ble, at  the  same  time  that  we  do  not  communicate 
our  doubts  to  the  British,  to  extract  their  sense  of 
the  matter  from  them. 

This  may  be  done  by  asking  them  at  what  period 
they  are  willing  to  stipulate  the  surrender  of  posts, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  are  asked  in  what  man- 
ner it  will  be  most  convenient  to  them  to  receive 
the  prisoners. 

If  they  postpone  the  evacuation  of  the  different 
posts  to  the  definitive  treaty,  we  shall  then  be  justi- 
fied in  doing  the  same  with  respect  to  prisoners.  The 
question  will  then  arise,  whether,  on  principles  of 
humanity,  economy,  and  liberality,  we  ought  not  to 
restore  the  prisoners  at  all  events,  without  delay. 
Much  may  be  said  on  both  sides.  I  doubt  the  ex- 
pedience of  a  total  restoration  of  prisoners,  until  they 
are  willing  to  fix  the  epochs  at  which  they  will  take 
leave  of  us.  It  will  add  considerably  to  their  strength ; 
and  accidents,  though  improbable,  may  happen.  I  con- 
fess, however,  I  am  not  clear  in  my  opinion.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

P.  S.  The  provisional  or  preliminary  treaty  is  ra- 
tified by  us,  for  the  greater  caution. 
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FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL   GREENE. 

Head-Quarters,  Charleston,  20  April,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon 
the  returning  smiles  of  peace,  and  the  happy  esta- 
blishment of  our  independence.  This  important  event 
must  be  doubly  welcome  to  you,  who  have  so  suc- 
cessfully conducted  the  war,  through  such  a  variety 
of  difficulties,  to  so  happy  a  close.  If  universal  re- 
spect, and  the  general  affections  of  a  grateful  country, 
can  compensate  for  the  many  painful  hours  which 
you  have  experienced  in  your  country's  cause,  you 
are  richly  rewarded.  Every  heart  feels,  and  every 
tongue  confesses,  the  merit  and  importance  of  your 
services.  The  polite  attention,  which  I  have  experi- 
enced since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  serve  under 
your  command,  claims  my  particular  acknowledg- 
ments; and  I  feel  a  singular  satisfaction  in  having 
preserved  your  confidence  and  esteem  through  the 
whole  progress  of  the  war,  notwithstanding  many  jar- 
ring interests. 

This  pleasing  event  has  relieved  me  from  a  load 
of  anxiety  on  account  of  this  country.  I  was  much 
perplexed  about  withdrawing  the  troops  from  these 
States. 

I  wished  to  comply  fully  with  the  spirit  of  your 
orders  on  this  subject,  but  was  at  a  loss  how,  with-- 
out  involving  us  both  in  difficulties.  Happily  for  us, 
these  are  removed.  I  have  sent  an  express-boat  to 
Philadelphia,  to  get  your  final  orders  respecting  the 
troops,  and  to  see  if  transports  can  be  got  to  take 
the  army  to  the  northward,  as  I  am  anxious  to  get 
it  away  from  here  as  early  as  possible.     I  hope   this 


34  LETTERS   TO   WASHINGTON. 

may  find  you  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  you  will  be 
able  to  return  me  an  answer  in  a  few  days.  The 
cavalry  must  march  by  land,  unless  the  horses  are 
sold  here.  I  suppose  I  shall  have  liberty  to  come  to 
the  northward,  as  soon  as  I  can  make  it  convenient, 
where  I  have  many  calls,  both  of  a  public  and  pri- 
vate nature.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect and  esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nathanael  Greene. 


FROM   JOSEPH   JONES,   IN   CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  6  May,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  have  at  length  got  through  the  plan  of  funds 
to  be  recommended  to  the  States  for  their  adoption. 
It  has  been  the  most  difficult  and  perplexing  discus- 
sion of  any  that  have  engaged  the  attention  of  this 
body  for  some  time.  The  various  objects  to  be  com- 
bined, and  the  different  interests  to  be  reconciled,  to 
make  the  system  palatable  to  the  States,  was  a  work 
not  easily  or  speedily  to  be  effected ;  and  although  it 
was  the  wish  of  many  to  settle  the  plan  upon  clear 
and  unquestionable  principles  of  finance,  yet  such 
were  the  prejudices  of  some  States,  and  of  some  indi- 
viduals, and  such  their  jealousies,  we  were  obliged  to 
%take  a  middle  course  with  respect  to  its  duration,  and 
the  appointment  of  collectors,  or  hazard  ultimately 
the  loss  of  the  measure.  As  it  stands,  I  believe  it 
will  answer  the  purposes  intended,  if  the  States  will 
grant  their  concurrence.  A  copy  will  be  transmitted 
to  you  for  your  and  the  army's  information. 

As  the   state  of  our  finances  at  present  is  such  as 
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to  make  it  difficult  for  the  officer  now  at  the  head 
of  that  department,  much  more  so  for  any  new  hand 
who  might  succeed  him,  to  form  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  obtaining  money  sufficient  for  disband- 
ing the  army,  Mr.  Morris  has  agreed  to  act  until  that 
business  is  accomplished,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  able  to 
effect  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  army.  But  from 
appearances,  the  period  of  disbanding  will  be  more 
distant  than  many  at  first  apprehended,  if  that  mea- 
sure, as  it  seems  to  be  prQper  it  should,  goes  hand 
in  hand  with  the  evacuation  of  our  country  by  the 
British  forces.  By  this  time  you  are  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  views  and  designs  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
or  of  those  who  direct  his  movements,  as  I  presume 
the  intended  interview  took  place,  though,  I  confess, 
I  thought  there  was  indelicacy  in  the  manner  of  that 
gentleman's  mentioning  his  proposed  attendants.  In 
every  thing  else  but  that  of  evacuation  (and  they 
may  be  doing  all  they  can  in  that,  for  any  thing  I 
know),  they  seem  to  act  with  fairness  and  liberality; 
and  I  should  be  sorry  to  find  them  in  that,  or  any 
other  instance,  practising  the  old  game  of  deception. 
"We  have  reports  that  something  of  this  sort  appears 
in  their  conduct  respecting  the  negroes  in  their  pos- 
session, claimed  by  our  citizens.  These  relations  come 
from  men  of  character,  and,  until  the  contrary  is  as- 
certained of  what  they  assert,  credit  will  be  given  to 
their  reports.  No  proclamations  can  authorize  a  refu- 
sal of  property  to  those  who  claim  under  the  article 
of  the  treaty,  and  establish  their  right  by  satisfactory 
proof. 

Colonel  F.  Thornton,  about  two  years  ago,  lost 
many  of  his  negroes,  who  went  on  board  some  of  the 
British  ships  of  war,  up  the  Potomac.  He  wrote  to 
me,  the  other  day,  about  them.     These,  I  believe,  are 
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not  sanctioned  by  proclamation,  and  yet,  I  suspect,  if 
the  old  gentleman  was  to  send  a  person  to  claim 
them,  his  labor  would  be  lost.  If  what  we  are  told 
respecting  the  conduct  of  those  in  power  in  New 
York,  concerning  the  claimed  property  of  the  Ameri- 
can citizens,  be  true,  it  will  prove  an  effectual  bar  to 
the  restoration  of  confiscated  estates,  had  there  been 
a  disposition  in  the  States  before  to  render  this.  I 
wished  to  have  seen  the  treaty  faithfully  executed  on 
both  sides ;  but  when ,  arts  and  prevarication  take 
place  on  one  side,  they  are  apt  to  prevail  on  the 
other. 

I  proceed  immediately  to  Virginia,  in  order  to  at- 
tend the  Assembly  now  convening,  and  shall  thank 
you  for  any  information  respecting  these  matters  you 
can  properly  communicate,  that  the  truth  may  be 
known,  and  misrepresentations,  if  any  prevail,  remov- 
ed. If  any  thing  occurs  to  you,  which  you  do  not 
choose  to  communicate  directly  to  the  Executive,  with 
respect  to  the  arrangements  necessary  to  be  made  on 
a  peace,  and  shall  confide  them  to  me,  proper  atten- 
tion shall  be  paid  to  your  observations.  With  perfect 
esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Jones. 


FROM   COUNT  DE  ROCHAMBEAU. 

Paris,  13  July,  1783. 

The  letter  you  honored  me  with,  my  dear  General, 
of  the  10th  of  May,  has  given  me  the  greatest  plea- 
sure. I  see  you  at  the  glorious  end  of  all  your  toils, 
and  with  the   desire   to   come   to   France.     Try,   my 
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dear  General,  to  effectuate  this  project.  Let  nothing 
oppose  itself  to  the  idea.  Come  and  receive,  in  a 
country  which  honors  you,  and  which  has  admired 
you,  the  plaudits  due  to  a  great  man.  Tou  may  be 
assured  of  a  reception  without  example.  You  will  be 
received,  as  you  deserve  to  be,  after  a  revolution 
which  has  not  its  like  in  history.  Everybody  smiles, 
already,  at  the  hopes  you  give  me  in  your  letter, 
and  my  heart  beats  with  pleasure  at  the  thought  of 
embracing  you  once  more. 

It  seems  to  me  you  should  embark  about  the  begin- 
ning of  October,  so  as  to  be  here  about  the  beginning 
of  November.  You  will  then  find  the  Court  returned 
from  Fontainbleau.  You  will  pass  your  winter  in  the 
midst  of  the  gayeties  of  Paris  and  of  Versailles;  and, 
in  the  spring,  we  will  carry  you  to  our  country  seats. 
Come,  my  dear  General,  and  satisfy  the  desires  of  a 
nation  whose  hearts  are  already  yours.  You  will 
eclipse  all  the  English,  who  arrive  in  crowds  here  for 
a  change  of  air,  and  whom  we  receive  well,  because 
we  are  polite  and  civil.  But  the  reception  of  General 
Washington  will  be  in  the  hearts  of  the  French. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Le  Compte  de  Rochambeau. 


FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL   GREENE. 

,  Charleston,  8  August,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 
When  I  wrote  you  last,  I  did  not  expect  to  ad- 
dress you  from  this  place  again ;  but  Colonel  Carring- 
ton  has  detained  me  upwards  of  a  week,  to  complete 
the  business  of  his  department  On  Thursday  next 
we  set  ofl£  by  land,  for  the  northward. 

VOL.  iv.  4 
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The  Assembly  of  this  State  have  rejected  the  im- 
post act  recommended  by  Congress.  Had  your  cir- 
cular letter  been  printed  a  fortnight  earlier,  I  am 
persuaded  it  would  have  brought  them  into  the  mea- 
sure. On  once  reading  in  the  House,  it  produced  an 
alteration  of  sentiment  of  more  then  one  quarter  of 
the  members.  The  force  and  affection,  with  which  it 
was  written,  made  every  one  seem  to  embrace  it  with 
avidity.  You  were  admired  before  j  you  are  little  less 
than  adored  now.  The  recommendation  of  Congress 
had  but  a  feeble  influence  until  it  was  supported  by 
yours.  Although  the  State  did  not  come  into  the 
plan  recommended  by  Congress,  they  have  laid  a  tax 
of  five  per  cent,  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  to 
be  solely  for  the  Continental  use.  This  I  attribute 
entirely  to  your  letter.  Its  effects  have  been  asto- 
nishing. 

I  see,  by  the  papers,  the  Northern  army  does  not 
choose  to  be  furloughed.  The  people  here  begin  to 
be  alarmed  at  it.  I  hope  every  thing  will  terminate 
both  for  the  honor  of  the  army  and  satisfaction  of 
the  people,  notwithstanding.  There  have  been  seve- 
ral little  mobs  and  riots  lately  in  this  town,  owing 
to  the  indiscretion  of  some  of  the  British  merchants, 
and  to  the  violence  of  temper  and  private  views  of 
some  of  the  Whig  interest  Tranquillity  now  prevails, 
and  there  is  little  probability  of  any  further  distur- 
bances. I  hope  to  be  at  Mount  Vernon  in  about 
three  weeks  j  but,  from  all  I  can  learn  of  the  north- 
ern affairs,  there  is  little  probability  of  my  having 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  your  Excellency  there.  Pre- 
sent me,  respectfully,  to  Mrs.  Washington,  if  with 
you,  and  to  all  the  family.  I  am,  with  esteem  and 
affection, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nathanael  Greene. 
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FROM   FREDERIC   HALDIMAND,   GOVERNOR   OF   CANADA. 

Sorel,  11  August,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by  the  hands  of 
Major-General  Baron  de  Steuben,  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  12th  of  July  last,  communicating  to  me 
your  having  received  instructions  from  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  make  proper  arrangements 
with  the  Commanders-in-chief  of  the  British  forces  in 
America,  for  receiving  possession  of  the  posts  in  the 
United  States,  occupied  by  the  troops  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  agreeably  to  the  seventh  article  of  the  pro- 
visional treaty ;  and  your  having  appointed  the  Baron 
de  Steuben  to  form  the  said  arrangements  with  me, 
for  receiving  the  posts  and  fortresses  under  my  direc- 
tion ;  and  also  acquainting  me,  that  the  Baron  is 
charged  with  instructions  from  your  Excellency  to 
visit  the  posts  within  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lakes 
above,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  report  made  to 
you  of  the  measures  necessary  for  the  garrisoning  and 
support  of  them. 

In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter,  I  beg  leave 
to  assure  you,  Sir,  that  few  things  would  afford  me 
greater  pleasure  than  to  manifest  my  readiness  to 
comply  with  your  Excellency's  wishes,  as  far  as  it  is 
consistent  with  my  duty.  Persuaded  that  your  Ex- 
cellency does  not  expect  I  should  do  more,  I  proceed 
to  acquaint  you,  that  Ilis  Majesty's  proclamation,  de- 
claring a  cessation  of  hostilities  with  the  powers  at 
war,  and  particular  orders  to  comply  with  it,  are  the 
only  instructions  I  have  yet  received  upon  the  im- 
portant subject  of  peace.     Thus   situated,  a  strict  ob- 
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servance  of  my  duty,  and  of  the  rules  of  war  prac- 
tised by  all  nations,  leaves  me  no  alternative,  but 
that  of  deferring  a  compliance  with  your  requests, 
until  I  shall  be  properly  authorized  to  receive  them. 
While  I  regret  the  unavoidable  disappointment, 
•which  the  Baron  de  Steuben  has  met  with  in  the 
execution  of  your  Excellency's  commands,  I  feel  my- 
self indebted  to  an  occurrence,  which  has  procured  to 
me  the  acquaintance  of  an  officer  of  so  much  repute 
in  the  line  of  his  profession,  and  who  stands  so  high 
in  your  Excellency's  esteem. 

As  the  Baron  will  communicate  to  your  Excellency 
the  substance  of  our  conversation  upon  the  subject 
of  his  commission,  I  shall  add  no  more  here,  than  to 
assure  your  Excellency  that  every  measure,  which 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  my  sovereign,  and  the 
most  humane  inclinations,  could  suggest,  and  which  the 
indefatigable  endeavours  of  my  officers  serving  in  the 
upper  country,  and  the  force  of  presents,  could  effect, 
has  been  unweariedly  employed  in  restraining  the 
Indians,  and  reconciling  them  to  peace.  And  it  is 
with  sincere  pleasure,  I  acquaint  your  Excellency, 
that  my  efforts  have  been  completely  successful,  not- 
withstanding the  hostile  attempts,  which  were  made 
against  the  upper  country,  long  after  their  happy 
effects  had  been  experienced  upon  the  frontiers.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Frederic  Haldimand. 
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FROM   BARON   STEUBEN. 

Saratoga,  23  August,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
I  arrived  here  last  night,  and,  had  my  health  permit- 
ted, should  have  continued  my  journey  until  I  could 
have  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  in 
person,  of  the  success  of  my  mission. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Villefranche  will  present  this ; 
to  him  I  beg  leave  to  refer  for  such  observations  re- 
lative to  the  situation  of  certain  places,  as  I  have 
been  able  to  make  during  my  tour.  I  esteem  myself 
very  unfortunate  that  I  could  not  succeed  in  the 
business  with  which  I  was  charged,  and  am  only 
consoled  by  the  idea  that  your  Excellency  will  be- 
lieve that  every  thing  which  was  in  my  power  to  do 
was  done,  to  answer  the  wishes  of  your  Excellency 
and  of  Congress. 

I  arrived  at  Chamblee  on  the  2d  of  August,  from 
whence  I  sent  Major  North  to  announce  my  arrival 
to  General  Haldimand.  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  my 
letter,  and  his  answer,  which  did  not  meet  me  till 
I  had  reached  Dechambeau.  According  to  General 
Haldimand's  appointment,  we  met  at  Sorel,  on  the 
8th,  where  I  presented  your  Excellency's  letter,  and 
opened  the  business  on  which  I  was  sent.  To  the 
first  proposition  which  I  had  in  charge  to  make,  Ge- 
neral Haldimand  replied,  that  he  had  not  received 
any  orders  for  making  the  least  arrangement  for  the 
evacuation  of  a  single  post ;  that  he  had  only  receiv- 
ed orders  to  cease  hostilities;  those  he  had  strictly 
complied  with,  not  only  by  restraining  the  British 
troops,  but   also   the    savages,  from    committing   the 

4* 
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least  hostile  act;  but  that,  until  he  should  receive 
positive  orders  for  that  purpose,  he  would  not  evacu- 
ate an  inch  of  ground. 

I  informed  him  that  I  was  not  instructed  to  insist 
on  an  immediate  evacuation  of  the  posts  in  question, 
but  that  I  was  ordered  to  demand  a  safe  conduct  to, 
and  a  liberty  of  visiting  the  posts  on  our  frontiers, 
and  now  occupied  by  the  British,  that  I  might  judge 
of  the  arrangements  necessary  to  be  made  for  secur- 
ing the  interests  of  the  United  States.  To  this  he 
answered,  that  the  precaution  was  premature ;  that 
the  peace  was  not  yet  signed;  that  he  was  only  au- 
thorized to  cease  hostilities;  and  that,  in  this  point 
of  view,  he  could  not  permit  that  I  should  visit  a 
single  post  occupied  by  the  British.  Neither  would 
he  agree  that  any  kind  of  negotiation  should  take 
place  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  if 
in  his  power  to  prevent  it;  and  that  the  door  of 
communication  should,  on  his  part,  be  shut,  until  he 
received  positive  orders  from  his  Court  to  open  it. 

My  last  proposal  was,  that  he  should  enter  into  an 
agreement  to  advise  Congress  of  the  evacuation  of 
the  posts,  three  months  previous  to  their  abandon- 
ment. This,  for  the  reason  before  mentioned,  he  re- 
fused, declaring  that,  until  the  definitive  treaty  should 
be  signed,  he  would  not  enter  into  any  kind  of  agree- 
ment or  negotiation  whatever. 

Although  General  Haldimand's  answers  to  my  de- 
mands were  sufficiently  clear  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
I  requested  his  definitive  answer  in  writing,  a  copy 
of  which,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  letter,  is  in- 
closed. Not  having  any  thing  to  hope  from  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  negotiation,  I  l$ft  St  John's  on  the 
13th.  In  a  few  days,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  inform 
your  Excellency  more  minutely  of  every  thing  which 
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passed  between  us.   With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

Steuben. 


FROM   THOMAS   PAINE. 

Bordento^n,  21  September,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  am  made  exceedingly  happy  by  the  receipt  of 
your  friendly  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  which  is  this 
moment  come  to  hand;  and  the  young  gentleman 
that  brought  it,  a  son  of  Colonel  George  Morgan, 
waits  while  I  write  this.  It  had  been  sent  to  Philar 
delphia,  and  on  my  not  being  there,  was  returned, 
agreeably  to  directions  on  the  outside,  to  Colonel 
Morgan  at  Princeton,  who  forwarded  it  to  this  place. 
I  most  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  good  wishes  and 
friendship  to  me,  and  the  kind  invitation  you  have 
honored  me  with,  which  I  shall  with  much  pleasure 
accept 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Livingston  in  the  win- 
ter, and  likewise  of  Mr.  Robert  Morris  ,  it 
was  judged  proper  to  discontinue  the  matter  which 
took  place  when  you  were  in  Philadelphia.  It  was 
at  the  same  time  a  pleasure  to  me  to  find  both 
these  gentlemen  (to  whom  I  was,  before  that  time, 
but  little  known),  so  warmly  disposed  to  assist  in 
rendering  my  situation  permanent  j  and  Mr.  Living- 
ston's letter  to  me,  in  answer  to  one  of  mine  to  him, 
which  I  inclose,  will  serve  to  show  that  his  friend- 
ship to  me  is  in  concurrence  with  yours. 

By  the  advice  of  Mr.  Morris,  I  presented  a  letter 
to  Congress  expressing  a  request  that  they  would  be 
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pleased  to  direct  me  to  lay  before  them  an  account 
of  what  my  services,  such  as  they  were,  and  situa- 
tion, had  been  during  the  course  of  the  war.  This 
letter  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  and  their  report 
is  now  before  Congress,  and  contains,  as  I  am  inform- 
ed, a  recommendation  that  I  be  appointed  Historio- 
grapher to  the  Continent.  I  have  desired  some  mem- 
bers, that  the  further  consideration  of  it  be  postponed, 
until  I  can  state  to  the  Committee  some  matters 
which  I  wish  them  to  be  acquainted  with,  both  with 
regard  to  myself  and  the  appointment.  And  as  it 
was  my  intention,  so  I  am  now  encouraged  by  your 
friendship,  to  take  your  confidential  advice  upon  it 
before  I  present  it  For,  though  I  never  was  at  a 
loss  in  writing  on  public  matters,  I  feel  exceedingly 
so   in  what  respects  myself. 

I  am  hurt  by  the  neglect  of  the  collective,  ostensi- 
ble body  of  America,  in  a  way  in  which  it  is  proba- 
ble they  do  not  perceive  my  feelings.  It  has  an  ef- 
fect in  putting  either  my  reputation,  or  their  gene- 
rosity, at  stake ;  for  it  cannot  fail  of  suggesting  that 
either  I  (notwithstanding  the  appearance  of  service) 
have  been  undeserving  their  regard,  or  that  they  are 
remiss  towards  me.  Their  silence  is  to  me  something 
like  condemnation,  and  their  neglect  must  be  justified 
by  my  loss  of  reputation,  or  my  reputation  supported 
at  their  injury ;  either  of  which  is  alike  painful  to 
me.  But,  as  I  have  ever  been  dumb  on  every  thing 
which  might  touch  national  honor,  so  I  mean  ever  to 
continue  so.  Wishing  you,  Sir,  the  happy  enjoyment 
of  peace,  and  every  public  and  private  felicity,  I  re- 
main, your  Excellency's 

Most  obliged  and  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Paine. 
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FROM  THOMAS   PAINE. 

Philadelphia,  2  October,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  drawn  up  the  inclosed  with  a  design  of 
presenting  it  to  the  Committee,  to  whom  a  letter  of 
mine  to  Congress  was  referred,  and  who  have  deli- 
vered in  a  report,  as  mentioned  in  my  former  letter 
to  your  Excellency.  I  have  not  read  the  narrative 
over,  since  I  wrote  it  A  man's  judgment  in  his  own 
behalf,  situated  as  I  am,  is  very  likely  to  be  wrong, 
and  between  the  apprehensions  of  saying  too  little  or 
too  much,  he  probably  errs  in  both. 

What  I  can  best  say  in  favor  of  it  is,  that  it  is 
true,  and  contains  matters  which  I  wish  Congress  to 
know;  and  though  there  is  an  awkwardness  in  the 
information  coming  from  me,  yet>  as  it  cannot  come 
from  anybody  else,  I  feel  an  excuse  to  myself  in 
doing  it  I  liave  shown  it  to  no  person  whatever? 
nor  mentioned  it  to  any  one  except  Mr.  Robert  Mor- 
ris, who  advised  the  measure,  and  for  that  reason 
wished  it  to  be  done  without  his  knowing  any  thing 
further  of  it  Therefore,  as  it  is  yet  in  embryo, 
should  there  be  any  thing  in  it  that  might  be  thought 
improper,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  point  it 
out  to  me. 

The  case,  as  it  appears  to  me,  turns  thus.  If  Con- 
gress and  the  country  are  disposed  to  make  me  any 
acknowledgments,  it  is  right  and  necessary  that  they 
should  know  what  the  narrative  mentions ;  and  if  not, 
it  will  serve  to  exculpate  me,  in  the  opinion  of  fu- 
ture Congresses,  from  the  implied  demerit  which  the 
neglect  of  former  ones  serve  to  lay  me  under.  And 
these   are   the   points  I  chiefly  had  in  view  in  draw- 
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ing  it  up.  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Peters,  who  are  of 
the  Committee,  were  earnest  with  me  to  communicate 
myself  to  them  freely ;  and  had  proposed  my  meet- 
ing them  on  the  Monday  on  which  the  alarm  of  the 
soldiers  happened  at  Philadelphia.  This,  of  conse- 
quence, prevented  it,  and  I  then  proposed  doing  it 
in  writing;  and,  therefore,  as  I  am  under  the  obliga- 
tion of  presenting  something  to  the  Committee,  from 
whom  it  will  probably  come  before  Congress,  my 
wish  to  your  Excellency  is,  that  you  would  give  me 
your  confidential  opinion  whether  I  am  acting  in  or 
out  of  character,  in  what  I  have  drawn  up  for  that 
purpose. 

My  landlord,  where  I  lodged  at  Philadelphia,  hav- 
ing removed  from  the  house,  occasioned  my  coming 
to  town,  to  pack  up  my  things;  after  which  I  shall 
return  to  Bordentown,  and  hope,  in  a  few  days,  to 
have  the  happiness  to  see  you  well  at  Rocky  Hill. 
I  am  now  at  Colonel  Biddle's.  General  Greene  is 
come  to  Annapolis;  and  I  hope  for  the  opportunity 
of  seeing  him  before  I  leave  town,  as  I  understand 
from  Colonel  Pettit  that  his  health  is  on  the  reco- 
very. 

We  have  no  news  here.  The  definitive  treaty  and 
treaty  of  commerce  are  long  in  completing.  I  sup- 
pose the  British  begin  to  find  out  the  weak  part  of 
America.  The  imprudent  conduct  and  publications 
of  Rhode  Island  have,  among  other  things,  served  to 
show  it.  The  British,  I  believe,  would  have  had  no 
idea  of  superior  advantages  in  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
had  they  not  discovered  that  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress was  not  sufficient  to  control  or  prevent  them. 

Though  I  am  most  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for 
your  good  opinion  and  kind  disposition  towards  me, 
yet  I  have  not  a  great  deal  of  expectation  from  Con- 


THE    AMERICAN     REVOLUTION.  47 

gress.  The  constant  coldness  they  have  shown  in 
every  thing  which  respects  me,  does  not,  I  am  apt 
to  think,  arise  from  my  not  having  done  enough,  but 
too  much.  Many  of  them,  hitherto,  were  not  friends 
to  fame  in  individuals,  and  perhaps  less  so  to  me, 
because  that  which  I  gained,  or  rather,  could  not 
avoid,  though  a  service  to  them,  was  in  a  line  which 
bordered  too  nearly  on  their  own.  So  far  as  this  is 
a  reason,  it  makes  the  case  the  harder;  yet  I  can- 
not help  thinking  there  is  some  truth  in  it.  I  am, 
with  every  wish  for  your  health  and  happiness,  your 
Excellency's 

Much  obliged,  and  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Paine. 


FROM   GOVERNOR   CLINTON. 

Poughkeepsie,  14  October,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 
This  is  the  first  moment  I  have  found  myself 
able  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
obliging  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  and  to  express 
the  grateful  sense  I  entertain  of  the  concern  which 
you  are  so  kindly  pleased  to  express  for  my  reco- 
very. The  severity  of  my  disorder  had  so  far  abated 
as  to  enable  me  to  leave  my  room,  and  attempt  a 
little  moderate  exercise ;  but,  after  two  or  three  days, 
it  was  succeeded  by  a  slow  fever,  attended  with  a 
disagreeable  cough  and  depression  of  spirits,  which 
came  upon  me  every  afternoon,  and  continued  until 
morning.  Its  long  continuance  has  reduced  me  very 
low,  and  my  recovery  is  almost  imperceptible,  so  that 
I  have  little  reason  speedily  to  expect  a  return  of 
my  usual  health. 
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I  am  sorry  to  learn,  that  the  peace  establishment 
is  so  long  delayed ;  though  it  is  what  I  expected,  nor 
do  I  believe  one  will  ever  be  agreed  upon  that  will 
give  respectability  to  the  nation,  and  security  to  the 
frontiers.  Some  States  appear  now  to  be  exceedingly 
jealous  of  the  Confederation ;  and,  I  observe,  even 
towns  are  giving  instructions  to  their  representatives 
to  guard  against  any  infringement  of  it.  It  would 
become  them  to  reflect,  that,  not  long  since,  when  it 
suited  their  interest  and  their  humor,  a  violation  of 
it,  in  a  very  essential  instance,  was  so  far  from  being 
disagreeable,  that  it  was  strongly  advocated  by  those 
States  who  now  appear  the  most  scrupulous.  I  am 
fully  persuaded,  unless  the  powers  of  the  National 
Council  are  enlarged,  and  that  body  better  supported 
than  it  is  at  present,  all  their  measures  will  discover 
such  feebleness  and  want  of  energy,  as  will  stain  us 
with  disgrace,  and  expose  us  to  the  worst  of  evils. 

We  have  as  yet  no  certainty  when  the  British  will 
leave  the  southern  district  of  this  State,  though  all 
accounts  agree  that  their  stay  will  not  exceed  the 
10th  of  next  month.  As  my  correspondence  with 
Sir  Guy,  since  your  Excellency  left  this  quarter,  has 
ceased,  I  am  something  apprehensive  that  he  may 
not  give  me  timely  notice,  as  he  promised  to  do  in 
his  first  letter,  for  the  establishment  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  State  over  that  district  on  his  departure; 
and  disorders  will  consequently  take  place,  before  mea- 
sures can  be  taken  by  the  State  to  prevent  them.  I 
could  wish,  therefore,  that  the  troops  on  the  lines  in 
Westchester  county  might  have  orders  to  move  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  the  moment  the  British 
leave  it,  and,  if  there  should  be  no  impropriety  in  it, 
be  subject  to  my  direction  while  they  remain  there. 
And  I  would  be  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency, 
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if  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  by  express  (the 
expense  whereof  the  State  will  cheerfully  pay),  of  the 
first  advice  you  may  receive  of  the  time  proposed  by 
Sir  Guy  for  his  departure. 

We  were  under  much  anxiety  on  hearing  of  Mrs. 
Washington's  indisposition,  and  were  made  extremely 
happy  by  your  account  of  her  recovery.  Mrs.  Clinton 
joins  me  in  requesting  you  to  accept  and  to  tender 
to  Mrs.  Washington  our  most  respectful  compliments. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect  and 
esteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Clinton. 

P.  S.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  excuse 
this  scroll's  not  appearing  in  my  own  hand.  I  at- 
tempted to  copy  it,  but  found  it  too  much  for  me. 


FROM  JOHN  HANCOCK,  GOVERNOR  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston,   15   October,  1783. 

Sir, 
My  feelings  as  a  private  friend,  and  the  very  great 
personal  regard  for  your  Excellency  with  which  I 
have  been  penetrated  ever  since  I  had  the  honor  of 
an  acquaintance  with  you,  would  by  no  means  allow 
me  to  see  you  retiring  from  your  important  employ- 
ments without  paying  you  my  particular  attentions. 
But  when,  as  a  public  man,  warmly  attached  to  the 
interest  of  my  country,  I  consider  the  nature  of  those 
services  which  you  have  rendered  to  that  country; 
when  I  recollect  the  cares  you  have  sustained,  the 
fatigues  you  have  endured,  and  the  dangers  you  have 

VOL.  iv.  5 
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confronted,  for  the  public  safety ;  when  I  call  to  mind 
the  many  instances  in  which  your  abilities,  your  pru- 
dence, your  fortitude  and  patience,  have  been  superior 
to  the  severest  trials ;  and  when  I  now  see  the  great 
object  of  all  so  completely  obtained  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  independence  and  peace  of  the  United 
States;  —  my  heart  is  too  full  to  forbear  to  congratu- 
late your  Excellency  in  the  most  respectful  and  affec- 
tionate manner,  upon  an  issue  so  happy  to  them,  and 
so  glorious  to  yourself. 

To  all  your  services,  as  Commander-in-chief  of  an 
army  that  has,  in  a  manner  astonishing  to  the  whole 
world,  efficaciously  supported  the  freedom  of  America, 
you  have  constantly  added,  and  particularly  in  your 
late  circular  letter  to  the  States,  the  result  of  your 
uncommon  wisdom  and  experience  as  a  statesman,  to 
assist  us  in  improving,  to  the  happiest  purposes,  the 
advantages  gained  by  our  arms. 

After  such  services,  which  consecrate  your  name 
to  all  posterity,  with  what  home-felt  satisfaction  must 
your  future  days  be  blest !  Heaven  crown  them  with 
every  favor!  May  you  long  live,  my  dear  General, 
and  long  have  the  joy  to  see  the  increasing  splendor 
and  prosperity  of  a  rising  nation,  aided  by  your 
counsels,  and  defended  by  your  sword!  Indulge  me 
the  pleasure  to  believe  that  I  have  a  place  in  your 
recollection,  and  still  honor  and  make  me  happy  in 
your  friendship.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
most  perfect  sentiments  of  regard  and  esteem,  dear 
General,  your 

Most  obedient  and  very  faithful,  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock. 
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FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL   GREENE. 

Philadelphia,  3  November,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  return  your  Excellency  many  thanks  for  your 
polite  letter,  accompanying  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
complimenting  me  with  a  couple  of  cannon.  I  am 
not  very  certain  where  those  cannon  are,  but  I  be- 
lieve two  are  in  Virginia,  and  three  in  South  Caro- 
lina; and  it  is  no  less  difficult  for  me  to  determine 
where  I  would  wish  those  sent  which  are  made  choice 
of  for  me.  If  those  in  South  Carolina  should  be  fixed 
upon,  I  would  wish  them  to  remain  in  Charleston. 
But  if  those  in  Virginia  should  be  appropriated  for 
this  purpose,  if  agreeable,  let  them  be  sent  to  New- 
port. Should  any  thing  happen  before  this  business 
is  executed,  which  should  enable  me  to  be  more  ex- 
plicit on  the  subject,  I  shall  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  signifying  to  your  Excellency  my  further 
wishes  in  the  matter.  I  am,  with  the  highest  respect, 
and  greatest  esteem, 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nathanael  Greene. 


FROM   JONATHAN   TRUMBULL,   JR.* 

Lebanon,  15  November,  1788. 

Sir, 
It  may  be  a  matter  of  curiosity  to  your  Excellency 
to  see  the  address  of  Governor  Trumbull  to  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  and  freemen  of  the   State,  declining 
any  further  election  to  public  office.    As  such,  I  take 

*  He  had  been  for  some  time  one  of  General  Washington's  Aids-de- 
camp, and  was  afterwards  Governor  of  Connecticut 
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the  liberty  to  inclose  it  to  you,  with  the  reply  of 
the  Legislature  on  the  occasion. 

To  show  your  Excellency  the  cautious  jealousy  of 
oui  Legislature,  which  takes  its  tone  from  the  people, 
and  has  arisen  to  a  pitch  of  very  extraordinary  ex- 
cess, I  inclose  also  a  paragraph,  which  was  reported 
by  a  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  part  of 
their  reply,  but  which  was  rejected  by  the  lower 
House  of  Assembly,  lest,  by  adopting  it,  they  should 
seem  to  convey  to  the  people  an  idea  of  their  con- 
curring with  the  political  sentiments  contained  in  the 
address;  —  so  excessively  jealous  is  the  spirit  of  this 
State  at  present,  respecting  the  powers  and  the  en- 
gagements of  Congress,  arising  principally  from  their 
aversion  to  the  half-pay  and  commutation  granted  to 
the  army.  Principally,  I  say,  arising  from  this  cause, 
because  it  is  but  too  true  that  some  few  are  wicked 
enough  to  hope  that,  by  means  of  this  clamor,  they 
may  be  able  to  rid  themselves  of  the  whole  public 
debt,  by  introducing  so  much  confusion  and  disorder 
into  public  measures  as  shall  eventually  produce  a 
general  abolition  of  the  whole. 

Lamentable  as  this  idea  is,  I  fear  the  sentiment  is 
but  too  growing  a  one.  What  from  the  interested 
motives  of  some,  and  the  wicked  designs  of  others, 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  its  prevalence. 
But  Providence  is  wise;  and  that  same  Divine  super- 
intendence, which  has  so  remarkably  watched  over 
our  Revolution,  will,  I  trust,  still  guard  us  from  the 
machinations  of  wicked  men,  and  prevent  the  fatal 
consequences  of  the  ill-judged  policy  of  interested  and 
designing  ones. 

You  will  pardon  me,  Sir,  for  troubling  you  with 
this  gloomy  tale.  For  myself,  I  have  not  lost  my 
confidence  in  the  final  issue  of  our  political  establish- 
ment; and  your  Excellency's  firmness  and   resolution 
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I  know  to  be  superior  to  any  desponding  ideas.  I 
give  it  to  you,  as  the  present  temper  of  the  people 
only,  which,  though  for  a  time  misled  by  the  artful, 
interested,  and  contracted  views  of  the  designing  part 
of  the  community,  too  many  of  whom,  mounted  upon 
the  hobby-horse  of  the  day,  have  rode  into  confidence, 
yet  must  take  a  turn  soon,  overcome  by  the  superior 
good  sense  of  the  virtuous  part  of  the  public,  some 
of  whom  already  begin  to  perceive  the  delusion. 

Our  Assembly,  who  did  nothing  in  their  last  ses- 
sion, stand  adjourned  to  January.  The  popular  clamor 
against  commutation,  which  alone  prevented  a  com- 
pliance with  the  recommendations  of  Congress,'  is  on 
the  decline  j  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  next  Assembly, 
following  the  example  of  Massachusetts,  will  pass  the 
impost  without  restriction. 

I  expect  this  will  reach  your  Excellency  at  your 
own  seat;  the  long  wished-for  place  of  your  retreat 
from  public  cares  and  business.  In  this  happy  retire- 
ment may  you  enjoy  many  pleasant  days  and  years 
of  unenvied  felicity,  partaking  every  domestic  and 
social  happiness  that  your  exalted  virtues  and  merits 
so  justly  entitle  you  to !  May  I  beg  your  Excellency 
to  present  my  most  respectful  compliments  and  re- 
gards to  Mrs.  Washington,  for  whose  health  and  fu- 
ture happiness  I  feel  a  very  particular  desire.  With 
the  most  respectful  attachment  and  sincere  regard,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servant, 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jr. 

P.  S.  I  have  in  charge  to  convey  to  you  the  Go- 
vernor's very  sincere  respects  and  compliments,  with 
his  earnest  wishes  for  your  future  health,  prosperity, 
and  every  felicity. 

5* 
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FROM   GOVERNOR  HARRISON. 

Richmond,  6  January,  1784. 

My  dear  Sir, 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  that  the  As- 
sembly yesterday,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  compli- 
mented you  with  fifty  shares  in  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany, and  one  hundred  in  the  James  River  Company, 
of  which  I  give  you  early  notice  to  stop  your  sub- 
scribing on  your  own  account.  As  this  compliment 
is  intended  by  your  country  in  commemoration  of 
your  assiduous  cares  to  promote  her  interest,  I  hope 
you  will  have  no  scruples  in  accepting  the  present, 
and  thereby  gratifying  them  in  their  most  earnest 
wishes.  I  most  sincerely  tender  you  and  your  good 
lady  the  compliments  of  the  season,  and  many  happy 
renewals  of  it ;   and  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  servant, 

Benjamin  Harrison. 
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PROM  HENRY  KNOX. 

Boston,  21  February,  1784. 

Agreeably  to  my  promise,  my  dear  Sir,  I  write 
you  from  this  place,  and  flatter  myself  with  the  hope 
that,  although  my  letter  contains  no  important  intel- 
ligence, yet  it  may  not  be  unpleasing  to  you. 

Tour  calm  retreat  of  Mount  Vernon  must  be  a 
source  of  ineffable  delight  to  you.  You  can  from 
thence  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  critical  exi- 
gencies of  the  war,  and  see  a  thousand  ways  by 
which  the  issue  might  have  been  the  reverse  of  what 
it  is.  And  your  happiness  must  be  in  proportion  to 
the  extreme  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  contest, 
and  the  immense  blessings  secured  to  your  country 
by  the  glorious  peace,  contrasted  with  the  miseries 
consequent  upon  an  unfortunate  termination. 

We  have  little  or  no  politics;  all  commerce  frozen 
up  by  the  uncommon  severity  of  the  season  ;  but  bet- 
ter prospects  in  the  spring.  There  are  now  upon  the 
stocks,  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  for  the  fisheries 
and  other  branches  of  trade,  upwards  of  eight  hun- 
dred vessels,  which  will  be  at  sea  early  in  the  summer. 

New  Hampshire  and  this  State  have  come  into  the 
impost  exactly  as  proposed  by  Congress;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  be  pretty  certain  that  Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut  will  be  induced  to  come  into  it  Many 
sensible  men  are  for  the  powers  of  the  Union  being 
high  braced;  but  no  measures  are  proposed  to  ef- 
fect it. 

The  Cincinnati  appears,  however  groundlessly,  to 
be  an  object  of  jealousy.  The  idea  is  that  it  has 
been    created   by   a   foreign    influence,   in    order    to 
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change  our  forms  of  government.  And  this  opinion 
is  strengthened  by  a  letter  from  one  of  our  Ministers 
abroad.  Burke's  pamphlet  has  had  its  full  operation. 
The  cool,  dispassionately  sensible  men  seem  to  approve 
of  the  institution  generally,  but  dislike  the  hereditary 
descent  The  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  namely,  the  Assembly  and  Senate,  have  chosen 
a  Committee,  "to  inquire  into  any  associations  or 
combinations  to  introduce  undue  distinctions  into  the 
community,  and  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  create 
a  race  of  hereditary  nobility,  contrary  to  the  Confe- 
deration of  the  United  States,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth."  They  have  not 
yet  reported,  and  perhaps  they  will  not.  The  same 
sentiments  pervade  New  England.  The  Society  here 
have  had  a  respectable  meeting  in  Boston,  on  the 
10th  instant,  at  which  General  Lincoln  presided.  Ge- 
neral Heath  was  not  present.  A  Committee  was 
chosen  to  attend  the  general  meeting  at  Philadelphia 
next  May ;  —  General  R.  Putnam,  Colonel  Cobb,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hull,  Major  Sargent  and  myself.  Pro- 
bably only  two  will  attend.  It  was  thought  prudent 
not  to  make  any  honorary  members  at  present.  The 
officers  and  soldiers  conduct  themselves  in  an  exem- 
plary manner,  and  are  generally  as  industrious  as  any 
part  of  the  community. 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  from  West  Point  on  the 
3d  ultimo,  inclosing  the  returns,  and  a  particular  ac- 
count of  matters  there,  which  I  hope  met  your  appro- 
bation. And  I  also  wrote  you  a  line  on  the  9th  of 
the  same  month,  the  day  I  set  out  from  thence.  We 
reside  at  Dorchester,  about  five  miles  from  town,  in  a 
very  agreeable  situation.  I  shall  hope  for  the  plea- 
sure of  hearing  from  you  at  your  leisure.  Mrs.  Knox 
presents    her    sincere    and    ardent    affection    to    Mrs. 
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Washington,  and  proposes  to  write  particularly  to  her 
soon;  and  I  also  beg  my  respectful  compliments  may 
be  added.     I  am,  my  dear   Sir,  your   truly 

Respectful  and  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM   THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 
/  Paris,  9  March,  1784. 

My  dear  General, 

Had  I  not  so  perfect  a  confidence  in  your  friend- 
ship, I  should  very  much  fear  to  tire  you  with  my 
scribbling  of  this  day;  but  cannot  leave  my  pen  be- 
fore I  have  again  mentioned  my  tender,  respectful 
affection  to  my  dear  General  I  want  to  tell  you 
that  Madame  de  Lafayette  and  my  three  children  are 
well,  and  that  all  of  us,  in  the  family,  heartily  join 
to  present  their  dutiful,  affectionate  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Washington  and  yourself.  Tell  her  that  I  hope 
soon  to  thank  her  for  a  dish  of  tea  at  Mount  Ver- 
non. Yes,  my  dear  General,  before  the  month  of 
June  is  over,  you  will  see  a  vessel  coming  up  the 
Potomac,  and  out  of  that  vessel  will  your  friend 
jump,  with  a  panting  heart,  and  all  the  feelings  of 
perfect  happiness. 

I  intended  to  have  gone  sooner;  but  a  few  com- 
mercial matters  will  keep  me  here;  for,  since  nobody 
meddles  with  them,  I  have  undertaken,  in  my  private 
capacity,  to  do  what  is  possible  for  one  who  has 
neither  title  nor  instruction.  It  is  at  least  a  comfort 
that,  in  my  private  capacity,  I  cannot  commit  Con- 
gress; and  that  I  never  speak  but  of  what  I  know. 
Four  ports  having  been  declared  free,  I  send  Mr. 
Morris  a  letter  respecting  the  duties  to  be  paid  there ; 
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and  I  hope  Congress  will  also  publish  that  all  duties 
have  been  removed  for  the  exportation  of  brandies. 

Most  of  the  Americans  here  are  virulent  against  our 
Association  *  Wadsworth  must  be  excepted,  and  Dr. 
Franklin  said  little;  but  Jay,  Adams,  and  all  the  others, 
warmly  blame  the  army.  You  easily  guess  I  am  not 
remiss  in  opposing  them.  However,  if  it  is  found 
that  the  heredity  endangers  the  true  principles  of  de- 
mocracy, I  am  as  ready  as  any  man  to  renounce  it. 
Tou  will  be  my  compass,  my  dear  General;  because, 
at  this  distance,  I  cannot  judge.  In  case,  after  better 
consideration,  you  find  that  heredity  will  injure  our 
democratic  constitutions,  I  join  with  you,  by  proxy, 
in  voting  against  it.  But  I  do  so  much  rely  on  your 
judgment  that,  if  you  think  heredity  is  a  proper 
scheme,  I  shall  be  convinced  that  your  patriotism  has 
considered  the  matter  in  the  best  point  of  view.  To 
you  alone  I  would  say  so  much;  and  I  abide  by 
your  opinion  in  the  matter.  Let  the  foregoing  be 
confidential;  but,  I  am  sure,  your  disinterested  virtue 
will  weigh  all  possible  future  consequences  of  heredi- 
tary distinctions. 

There  are  no  news  at  this  moment  that  are  worth 
relating.  What  respects  balloons,  M.  L'Enfant  will 
telLf  The  present  English  disputes  are  somewhat 
ridiculous ;  they  must  end  in  a  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  a  union  between  Pitt  and  Fox.  Adieu,  my 
dear  General.  Accept,  with  your  usual  goodness,  the 
affectionate  tribute  of  a  heart  so  entirely  devoted  to 
you,  that  no  words  can  ever  express  the  respect,  the 
love,  and  all  the  sentiments,  with  which  you  know  it 

*  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

f  Alluding  to  the    recent    experiments    of  Montgolfier  in    the    con- 
struction of  balloons. 

VOL.  IV.  6 
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is  glowing  for  you,  and  that  make  me,  until  my  last 
breath, 

Your  obedient,  humble,  and  affectionate  friend, 

Lafayette. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Annapolis,  15  March,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last,  nothing  new  has  occurred.  I  sup- 
pose the  crippled  state  of  Congress  is  not  new  to 
you.  We  have  only  nine  States  present,  eight  of 
whom  are  represented  by  two  members  each;  and  of 
course,  on  all  great  questions,  not  only  a  unanimity 
of  States,  but  of  members,  is  necessary ;  a  unanimity 
which  can  never  be  obtained  on  a  matter  of  any  im- 
portance. The  consequence  is,  that  we  are  wasting 
our  time  and  labor  in  vain  efforts  to  do  business. 
Nothing  less  than  the  presence  of  thirteen  States,  re- 
presented by  an  odd  number  of  delegates,  will  enable 
us  to  get  forward  a  single  capital  point. 

The  deed  for  the  cession  of  western  territory  by 
Virginia,  was  executed  and  accepted  on  the  1st  in- 
stant. I  hope  our  country  will,  of  herself,  determine 
to  cede  still  further  to  the  meridian  of  the  mouth  of 
the  great  Kenhawa.  Further  she  cannot  govern;  so 
far  is  necessary  for  her  own  well-being.  The  reasons 
which  call  for  this  boundary  (which  will  retain  all 
the  waters  of  the  Kenhawa)  are,  —  that  within  that 
are  our  lead  mines.  Secondly,  this  river,  rising  ia 
North  Carolina,  traverses  our  whole  latitude,  and  offers 
to  every  part  of  it  a  channel  for  navigation  and  com- 
merce to  the  western  country.  But,  thirdly,  it  is  a 
channel   which    cannot   be    opened   but   at   immense 
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expense,  and  with  every  facility  which  an  absolute 
power  over  both  shores  will  give.  Fourthly,  this 
river,  and  its  waters,  form  a  band  of  good  land, 
passing  along  our  whole  frontier,  and  forming  on  it 
a  barrier,  which  will  be  strongly  seated.  Fifthly,  for 
one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  beyond  these  waters 
is  a  mountainous  barren,  which  can  never  be  inhabit- 
ed, and  will  of  course  form  a  safe  separation  between 
us  and  any  other  State.  Sixthly,  this  tract  of  coun- 
try lies  more  convenient  to  receive  its  government 
from  Virginia  than  from  any  other  State.  Seventhly, 
it  will  preserve  to  us  all  the  upper  parts  of  Tou- 
ghiogany  and  Cheat  Rivers,  within  which  much  will 
be  to  be  done,  to  open  these,  which  are  the  true 
doors  to  the  western  commerce. 

The  union  of  this  navigation  with  that  of  the  Po- 
tomac is  a  subject  on  which  I  mentioned  that  I 
would  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you.  I  am  sure 
its  value  and  practicability  are  both  well  known  to 
you.  This  is  the  moment,  however,  for  seizing  it,  if 
evev  we  mean  to  have  it  All  the  world  is  becoming 
commercial.  Was  it  practicable  to  keep  our  new 
empire  separated  from  them,  we  might  indulge  our- 
selves in  speculating  whether  commerce  contributes 
to  the  happiness  of  mankind.  But  we  cannot  sepa- 
rate ourselves  from  them.  Our  citizens  have  had  too 
full  a  taste  of  the  comforts  furnished  by  the  arts  and 
manufactures,  to  be  debarred  the  use  of  them.  We 
must  then,  in  our  own  defence,  endeavour  to  share 
as  large  a  portion  as  we  can  of  this  modern  source 
of  wealth  and  power.  That  offered  to  us  from  the 
western  country  is  under  a  competition  between 
the  Hudson,  the  Potomac,  and  the  Mississippi  itself. 
Down  the  last,  will  pass  all  heavy  commodities  j  but 
the    navigation   through   the    Gulf  of  Mexico   is    so 
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dangerous,  and  that  up  the  Mississippi  so  difficult 
and  tedious,  that  it  is  not  probable  that  European 
merchandise  will  return  through  that  channel.  It  is 
most  likely  that  flour,  lumber,  and  other  heavy  ar- 
ticles, will  be  floated  on  rafts,  which  will  be  them- 
selves an  article  of  sale  as  well  as  their  loading;  the 
navigators  returning  by  land,  or  in  light  bateaux. 

There  will,  therefore,  be  a  rivalship  between  the 
Hudson  and  the  Potomac,  for  the  residue  of  the  com- 
merce of  all  the  country  westward  of  Lake  Erie,  on 
the  waters  of  the  Lakes,  of  the  Ohio  and  upper  parts 
of  the  Mississippi.  To  go  to  New  York,  that  part  of 
the  trade,  which  comes  from  the  Lakes  or  their  waters, 
must  first  be  brought  into  Lake  Erie.  So  also  must 
that  which  comes  from  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  of  course  must  cross  at  some  portage  into  the 
waters  of  the  Lakes.  When  it  shall  have  entered 
Lake  Erie,  it  must  coast  along  its  southern  shore,  on 
account  of  the  number  and  excellence  of  its  har- 
bours ;  the  northern,  though  shortest,  having  few  har- 
bours, and  these  unsafe.  Having  reached  Cuyahoga, 
to  proceed  on  to  New  York,  will  be  nine  hundred 
and  seventy  miles  from  thence,  and  five  portages; 
whereas  it  is  but  four  hundred  and  thirty  miles  to 
Alexandria,  if  it  turns  into  the  Cuyahoga,  and  passes 
through  that,  Big  Beaver,  Ohio,  Youghiogany  (or  Mo- 
nongalia and  Cheat),  and  Potomac,  and  there  are  but 
two  portages  for  the  trade  of  the  Ohio,  or  that  which 
shall  come  into  it  from  its  own  waters  or  the  Mis- 
sissippi. It  is  nearer  to  Alexandria  than  to  New 
York  by  seven  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and  is  in- 
terrupted by  one  portage  only.  Nature  then  has  de- 
clared in  favor  of  the  Potomac;  and  through  that 
channel  offers  to  pour  into  our  lap  the  whole  com- 
merce  of  the  western  world.    But,  unfortunately,  the 
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channel  by  the  Hudson  is  already  open  and  known 
in  practice;  ours  is  still  to  be  opened.  This  is  the 
moment  in  which  the  trade  of  the  west  will  begin  to 
get  into  motion,  and  to  take  its  direction.  It  be- 
hooves us,  then,  to  open  our  doors  to  it 

I  have  lately  pressed  this  subject  on  my  friends 
in  the  General  Assembly,  proposing  to  them  to  en- 
deavour to  have  a  tax  laid,  which  shall  bring  into  a 
separate  chest  from  five  to  ten  thousand  pounds  a 
year,  to  be  employed,  first,  in  opening  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Potomac,  where  a  little 
money  and  time  will  do  a  great  deal,  leaving  the 
Great  Falls  for  the  last  part  of  the  work,  ^o  remove 
the  idea  of  partiality,  I  have  suggested  the  propriety 
and  justice  of  continuing  this  fund,  till  all  the  rivers 
shall  be  cleared  successively.  But  a  most  powerful 
objection  always  arises  to  propositions  of  this  kind. 
It  is,  that  public  undertakings  are  carelessly  managed, 
and  much  money  spent  to  little  purpose.  To  obviate 
this  objection  is  the  purpose  of  my  giving  you  the 
trouble  of  this  discussion.  Tou  have  retired  from 
public  life ;  you  have  weighed  this  determination,  and 
it  would  be  impertinence  in  me  to  touch  it.  But 
would  the  superintendence  of  this  work  break  in  too 
much  on  the  sweets  of  retirement  and  repose  ? 

If  they  would,  I  stop  here.  Your  future  time  and 
wishes  are  sacred  in  my  eye.  If  it  would  be  only  a 
dignified  amusement  to  you,  what  a  monument  of 
your  retirement  would  it  be!  It  is  one  which  would 
follow  that  of  your  public  life,  and  bespeak  it  the 
work  of  the  same  great  hand.  I  am  confident,  that 
would  you  either  alone,  or  jointly  with  any  persons 
you  think  proper,  be  willing  to  direct  this  business, 
it  would  remove  the  only  objection,  the  weight  of 
which  I  apprehend.  Though  the  tax  should  not  come 
6* 


66  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

in  till  the  fall,  its  proceeds  should  be  anticipated  by- 
borrowing  from  some  other  fund,  to  enable  the  work 
to  be  begun  this  summer.  When  you  view  me  as 
not  owning,  nor  ever  having  a  prospect  of  owning, 
one  inch  of  land,  on  any  water,  either  of  the  Poto- 
mac or  Ohio,  it  will  tend  to  apologize  for  the  trouble 
I  have  given  you  of  this  long  letter,  by  showing, 
that  my  zeal  in  this  business  is  public  and  pure. 
The  best  atonement  for  the  time  I  have  occupied 
you,  will  be,  not  to  add  to  it  longer  than  while  I 
assure  you  of  the  sincerity  and  esteem  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 

P.  S.  The  hurry  of  time,  in  my  former  letter, 
prevented  my  thanking  you  for  your  polite  and 
friendly  invitation  to  Mount  Vernon.  I  shall  certain- 
ly pay  my  respects  there  to  Mrs.  Washington  and 
yourself,  with  great  pleasure,  whenever  it  shall  be  in 
my  power. 

FROM  GOVERNOR  TRUMBULL. 

Lebanon,  20  April,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
Having  had  the  satisfaction  to  accord  with  you  in 
the  sentiment  of  retiring  from  the  busy  cares  of  pub- 
lic life,  to  the  tranquil  scenes  of  private  enjoyment, 
I  anticipate,  with  much  pleasure,  the  reflections  which 
such  a  state  will  enable  us  to  make  upon  the  happy 
issue  of  those  anxious  and  perplexing  vicissitudes 
through  which,  in  the  course  of  an  eight  years'  un- 
usual war,  you  and  I  have  had  the  lot  to  pass,  ajid, 
in  the  cares  and  solicitudes  of  which,  we  have  borne 
no  ignoble  part 
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I  felicitate  you,  Sir,  with  great  cordiality,  on  your 
having  already  reached  the  goal  of  your  wishes,  and 
most  devoutly  invoke  the  Divine  benediction  on  your 
enjoyments  and  pursuits.  A  month  more,  I  trust,  will 
bring  me  to  the  haven  of  retirement ;  in  the  tranquil- 
lity of  which  I  hope  to  have  leisure  to  attend  to  and 
cultivate  those  seeds  of  private  friendship,  which  have 
been  planted  during  the  tumults  of  war,  and  in  the 
cultivation  of  which  I  promise  myself  to  reap  much 
pleasure. 

Indulging  these  prospects,  I  am  induced  to  wish, 
and  even  to  hope,  that  the  correspondence  between 
you  and  me,  which  commenced  under  the  pressure 
of  disagreeable  circumstances,  may  not  wholly  cease 
when  we  find  ourselves  in  a  happier  situation.  Al- 
though enveloped  in  the  shades  of  retirement,  the 
busy  mind  cannot  suppress  its  activity,  but  will  be 
seeking  some  employment,  which  will  indeed  be  ne- 
cessary to  dispel  that  languor  which  a  scene  of  inac- 
tivity would  be  apt  to  produce.  Subjects  will  not  be 
wanting;  far  different,  and  more  agreeable,  I  trust, 
than  those  we  have  been  accustomed  to  dwell  upon; 
and  occasions  will  present  which  may  serve  to  beguile 
a  liugering  hour,  and  afford  some  pleasing  amusement, 
or  instructive  information.  Let  not  the  disparity  of 
age,  or  the  idea  of  a  correspondent  seventy-three 
years  advanced  on  his  journey  through  life,  chill 
your  expectations  from  this  proposal.  I  promise  you 
my  best  endeavours;  and  when  you  perceive,  as  too 
soon,  alas !  you  may,  that  your  returns  are  not  pro- 
portional to  your  disbursements,  you  have  only  to 
cease  your  correspondence;  I  shall  submit. 

The  fruits  of  our  peace  and  independence  do  not, 
at  present,  wear  so  promising  an  appearance  as  I 
had   fondly  painted  to  my  mind.    The  jealousies,  the 
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prejudices,  and  turbulence  of  the  people,  at  times, 
almost  stagger  my  confidence  in  our  political  esta- 
blishment, and  almost  occasion  me  to  think  that  they 
will  show  themselves  unworthy  the  noble  prize  for 
which  we  have  contended,  and  which,  I  had  pleased 
myself,  was  so  near  our  enjoyment  But  again,  I 
check  this  rising  impatience,  and  console  myself  un- 
der the  present  prospect,  with  the  consideration  that 
the  same  beneficent  and  wise  Providence  which  has 
done  so  much  for  this  country,  will  not  eventually 
leave  us  to  ruin  our  own  happiness,  to  become  the 
sport  of  chance,  or  the  scoff  of  an  admiring  world; 
but  that  great  things  are  still  in  store  for  this  people, 
which  time,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Great  Director, 
will  produce  in  its  best  season.  In  this  better  confi- 
dence, I  bid  you  adieu  for  the  present,  wishing  you 
every  felicity,  while  I  subscribe  myself,  with  sincere 
esteem,  and  the  most  affectionate  regard,  &c.  &c, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 


FROM  HENRY  KNOX. 

Annapolis,  28  May,  1784. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  have  now  been  here  nearly  one  week,  and  no- 
thing of  importance  has  been  decided  upon,  owing  to 
the  contrariety  of  sentiments  concerning  the  powers 
vested  in  Congress  to  raise  troops,  in  time  of  peace, 
for  any  purpose.  There  appears  but  one  sentiment 
respecting  the  necessity  of  having  troops  for  the  fron- 
tiers; but  the  difficulty  is,  how  to  obtain  them.  The 
Southern  States  are  generally  of  opinion  that  the 
Confederation   vests    Congress   with   sufficient   powers 
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for  this  purpose ;  but  the  Eastern  States  are  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  The  eastern  Delegates  are  willing  to 
recommend  the  raising  troops  for  the  western  posts. 
But  the  gentlemen  from  the  southward  say  this  would 
be  giving  up  a  right,  which  is  of  importance  to  pre- 
serve, and  they  cannot  consent  to  recommend,  when 
they  ought  to  require ;  so  that,  from  this  cause,  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  there  will  not  be  any  troops  raised; 
and  there  are  many  difficulties  as  to  sending  those 
which  are  raised,  and  at  West  Point,  &c.  I  shall 
stay  until  the  point  is  finally  decided,  or  until  Con- 
gress adjourn,  provided  it  be  on  the  3d  of  next  month, 
as  it  is  agreed. 

I  am,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM   BENJAMIN  HAWKINS. 

North  Carolina,  10  Jane,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency 
some  acts  passed  at  the  last  session  of  our  Legisla- 
ture, by  which  you  will  see,  in  some  measure,  the 
disposition  of  this  State  to  comply  with  the  views  of 
Congress,  as  well  as  to  grant  such  further  powers  as 
may  render  the  Confederation  more  competent  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Union. 

The  act  for  the  levying  our  proportion  of  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the 
impost,  and  empowering  Congress  to  collect  the  same, 
will  by  no  means  raise  so  large  a  sum;  it  being  only 
a  land-tax  of  sixpence  on  every  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  a  poll-tax  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  on  all 
white  males  from  twenty-one  upwards,  and  on  all 
slaves  from  twelve  years  old  to  fifty.    It  establishes 
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the  principle  recommended  by  Congress ;  and,  I  trust, 
the  good  sense  of  this,  and  the  other  States,  will 
soon,  if  they  do  not  already,  see  the  necessity  of  es- 
tablishing solid  and  effectual  revenues  to  enable  Con- 
gress to  perform  their  engagements. 

The  members  of  the  Legislature  could  not  consent 
to  vote  the  full  sum  required,  after  they  had  ceded 
all  the  lands  westward  of  the  Appalachian  Mountain. 
They  urged  it  was  not  necessary,  since  Congress  were 
in  possession  of  the  cessions  of  New  York,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  The  cession  of  our  western 
lands  was  much  debated  and  opposed.  The  House 
of  Commons  were  long  divided  whether  to  make  the 
Tennessee,  Cumberland  Mountain,  or  the  Appalachian, 
our  Western  boundary;  but  finally  passed  the  act  as 
you  see  it,  fifty-three  against  forty-one.  There  are, 
within  our  cession,  more  than  three  thousand  men 
able  to  bear  arms. 

The  recommendation  of  Congress,  respecting  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  is  not  complied  with,  nor 
is  there  any  thing  done  to  carry  the  treaty  into  ef- 
fect; and  I  suspect  it  will  be  difficult  to  induce  us 
to  think  aright  on  this  subject  (although  our  citizens 
seem  well  disposed),  while  we  have  ambitious,  discon- 
tented spirits,  whose  popular  existence  depends  on 
fanning  the  passions  of  the  common  people  against 
the  refugees.  The  stale  cry  of  peculation  and  em- 
bezzlement of  the  public  money,  aided  by  complaints 
of  hard  times  and  heavy  taxes,  was  never  listened  to 
with  more  avidity,  than  the  clamors  against  the  refu- 
gees and  payment  of  British  debts ;  and  this,  too,  by 
men  who  cannot  possibly  be  gainers  if  all  bond  fide 
debts  were  wiped  off  with  a  sponge ;  but  who  must, 
assuredly,  share  in  the  disgrace  of  their  country,  by 
such  shameful,  unwarrantable  conduct 
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I  have  not,  in  this  State,  heard  a  single  objection 
to  the  commutation,  or  rendering  ample  justice  to  the 
army.  Early  in  the  spring  there  was  circulated  the 
pamphlet  said  to  be  written  by  Burke,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, against  the  institution  of  the  Cincinnati,  which 
gave  some  uneasiness  to  some  people,  who  were  ap- 
prehensive the  institution  would  be  productive  of  an 
aristocracy  dangerous  to  the  principles  of  our  Go- 
vernments. But  a  little  reflection,  with  the  remem- 
brance of  the  patience,  perseverance,  and  sufferings 
of  the  army,  in  defence  of  their  just  rights  and  liber- 
ties, has  worn  down  the  suspicions  in  some  measure, 
and  will,  I  hope,  teach  them  to  put  their  trust  in 
those  who,  in  the  worst  of  times,  stood  the  constant 
sentinels  over  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and  to 
suspect  those  who  have  screened  themselves  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  and  now  step  forth  to  revile  the  vir- 
tuous well-doer,  and  his  endeavours  to  adopt  wise  and 
equitable  measures. 

The  Legislature  has  changed  the  annual  election 
from  March  to  August,  and  the  annual  meeting  will 
be  in  October.  I  hope  they  then  will  amend  such  of 
our  acts  as  are  imperfect,  and  pass  such  others,  re- 
specting the  treaty,  as  may  be  consonant  with  the 
wishes  of  those  who  are  for  wise  and  equitable  mea- 
sures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Benjamin  Hawkins. 


FROM   JAMES   MADISON. 

Richmond,  2  July,  1784. 


Dear  Sir, 

The  sanction  given  by  your  fevor  of  the  12th  in- 
stant to  my  desire  of  remunerating  the  genius  which 
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produced  "Common  Sense,"  led  to  a  trial  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  gift  first  proposed  was  a  moiety  of  the 
tract  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  known  by  the  name  of 
"The  Secretary's  land."  The  easy  reception  it  found 
induced  the  friends  of  the  measure  to  add  the  other 
moiety  to  the  proposition,  which  would  have  raised 
the  market  value  of  the  donation  to  about  four  thou- 
sand pounds,  or  upwards,  though  it  would  not,  pro- 
bably, have  commanded  a  rent  of  more  than  one 
hundred  pounds  per  annum.  In  this  form,  the  bill 
passed  through  two  readings.  The  third  reading  prov- 
ed that  the  tide  had  suddenly  changed,  for  the  bill 
was  thrown  out  by  a  large  majority.  An  attempt 
was  next  made  to  sell  the  land  in  question,  and  ap- 
ply two  thousand  pounds  of  the  money  to  the  pur- 
chase of  a  farm  for  Mr.  Paine.  This  was  lost  by  a 
single  voice. 

Whether  a  greater  disposition  to  reward  patriotic 
and  distinguished  exertions  of  genius,  will  be  found 
on  any  succeeding  occasion,  is  not  for  me  to  prede- 
termine. Should  it  finally  appear  that  the  merits  of 
the  man,  whose  writings  have  so  much  contributed  to 
infuse  and  foster  the  spirit  of  independence  in  the 
people  of  America,  are  unable  to  inspire  them  with  a 
just  beneficence,  the  world,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will 
give  us  as  little  credit  for  our  policy  as  for  our 
gratitude  in  this  particular.  The  wish  of  Mr.  Paino 
to  be  provided  for  by  separate  acts  of  the  States, 
rather  than  by  Congress,  is,  I  think,  a  natural  and 
just  one.  In  the  latter  case,  it  might  be  construed 
into  the  wages  of  a  mercenary  writer;  in  the  former, 
it  would  look  like  the  returns  of  gratitude  for  volun- 
tary services.  Upon  the  same  principle,  the  mode 
wished  by  Mr.  Paine  ought  to  be  preferred  by  the 
States  themselves. 
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I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  present  my  respectful 
compliments  to  Mrs,  Washington,  and  to  be  assured 
that  I  am,  with  the  profoundest  respect  and  sincerest 
regard,  &c,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM   OTHO   H.   WILLIAMS. 

Baltimore,  12  July,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

After  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  Phila- 
delphia, I  made  an  excursion  to  New  York,  and  from 
thence  up  the  North  River  as  far  as  Saratoga.  One 
motive  for  extending  my  tour  so  far  that  course,  was 
to  visit  the  springs  in  the  vicinity  of  Saratoga,  which 
I  recollected  you  once  recommended  to  me  as  a  re- 
medy for  the  rheumatism.  They  are  now  much  fre- 
quented by  the  uncivilized  people  of  the  back  coun- 
try; but  very  few  others  resort  to  them,  as  there  is 
but  one  small  hut  within  several  miles  of  the  place. 
Colonel  Armstrong  and  myself  spent  one  week  there, 
which  was  equal  to  a  little  campaign;  for  the  ac- 
commodations were  very  wretched,  and  provisions 
exceedingly  scarce.  The  country  about  the  springs 
being  uncultivated,  we  were  forced  to  send  to  the 
borders  of  the  Hudson  for  what  was  necessary  for 
our  subsistence. 

During  our  stay,  we  made  a  few  little  experiments 
on  the  waters.  Bark  of  a  restringent  quality  turned 
them  to  a  purple  color  very  suddenly,  and  we  thought 
that  iron  was  discoverable  even  to  the  taste.  They 
have  certainly  a  very  great  quantity  of  salts.  A 
quart  of  the  water,  boiled  down,  produced  a  spoon- 
ful, which  being  diluted  in  common  water,  there  re- 
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mained  on  the  surface  a  quantity  of  insipid,  tasteless 
matter,  like  chalk,  which  we  collected ;  then  pouring 
off  the  water  into  a  clean  vessel,  we  found  remain- 
ing at  the  bottom  something  like  slacked  lime.  The 
water,  in  which  the  first  production  was  diluted,  be- 
ing boiled  down,  produced  half  a  spoonful  of  very 
acute  salt.  But  that  which  distinguishes  these  waters, 
in  a  very  conspicuous  degree,  from  all  others,  is  the 
great  quantity  of  fixed  air  which  they  contain.  They 
are  exceedingly  pungent  to  the  taste,  and,  after  being 
drank  a  short  time,  will  often  affect  the  nose  like 
brisk,  bottled  ale.  The  water  will  raise  flour  sooner 
than  any  other  thing,  and  cannot  be  confined  so  that 
the  air  will  not,  some  how  or  other,  escape.  Several 
persons  told  us  that  they  had  corked  it  tight  in 
bottles,  and  that  the  bottles  brake.  We  tried  it  with 
the  only  bottle  we  had,  which  did  not  break,  but  the 
air  found  its  way  through  a  wooden  stopper,  and  the 
wax  with  which  it  was  sealed.  A  trout  died  in  the 
water  in  less  than  a  minute,  or  seemed  dead,  but  re- 
covered in  common  water.  This  experiment  was  re- 
peated with  the  same  effect.  We  observed,  in  digging, 
that  the  rocks  which  are  about  the  springs,  and 
which,  in  one  or  two  places,  project  themselves  above 
the  earth  in  a  conic  form,  go  not  deep  into  the 
ground,  but  are  formed  by  the  waters,  which  (the 
man  who  lives  at  the  place  informed  us)  overflow 
once  per  month,  when  not  disturbed,  and  the  earthy 
parts,  being  exposed  to  the  air  and  sun,  petrify,  and 
increase.  This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  shells 
and  bodies  of  insects  which  we  found  in  broken 
parts  of  the  rock. 

I  have  given  you  my  observations,  because,  I 
think,  you  told  me  what  you  knew  of  these  extra- 
ordinary springs  was  from  information. 
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At  Clermont,  Mrs.  Livingston  charged  me  with  a 
letter  for  Mrs.  Washington,  and  with  her  most  re- 
spectful compliments  to  you,  Sir.  All  that  amiable 
family  joined  in  affectionate  compliments  to  you,  and 
to  Mrs.  Washington;  and  I  beg  you  will  permit  me 
to  add  my  own. 

I  am,  &c, 

Otho  H.  Williams. 


FROM  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 

Chantilly,  22  July,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  letter  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to 
me,  on  the  12th  of  June  last,  I  did  not  receive  until 
two  days  ago.  I  impute  this  to  my  having  been 
obliged  to  leave  the  Assembly,  by  the  ill  state  of  my 
health,  a  fortnight  before  it  was  adjourned. 

The  very  great  respect  that  I  shall  ever  pay  to 
your  recommendations,  would  have  been  very  suffi- 
cient to  have  procured  my  exertions  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Paine,  independent  of  his  great  public  merits  in  our 
revolution.  I  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  extra- 
ordinary effects  produced  by  that  gentleman's  writ- 
ings ;  effects  of  such  an  important  nature,  as  would 
render  it  very  unworthy  of  these  States  to  let  him 
suffer  any  where ;  but  it  would  be  culpable  indeed, 
to  permit  it,  under  their  own  eye,  and  within  their 
own  limits.  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  be  pre- 
sent when  Mr.  Paine's  business  was  considered  in  the 
House  of  Delegates,  or,  most  certainly,  I  should  have 
exerted  myself  in  his  behalf.  I  have  been  told,  that 
a  proposition  in  his  favor  miscarried,  from  its  being 
observed  that  he  had  shown  enmity  to  this  State,  by 
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having  written  a  pamphlet  injurious  to  our  claim  of 
western  territory.  It  has  ever  appeared  to  me,  that 
this  pamphlet  was  the  consequence  of  Mr.  Paine's 
being  himself  imposed  upon ;  and  that  it  was  rather 
the  fault  of  the  place  than  of  the  man. 

This,  however,  was  but  a  trifle,  when  compared 
with  the  great  and  essential  services  that  his  other 
writings  have  done  for  the  United  States. 

I  am,  &c,  &c, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Philadelphia,  Tuesday  evening,  10  August,  1784. 

My  dear  General, 
I  have  already  had  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you 
with  my  arrival  in  America,  and  am  endeavouring  to 
reach  Mount  Vernon  as  soon  as  possible.  My  first 
plan  was  only  to  stay  here  two  days;  but  the  affec- 
tionate reception  I  have  met  with  in  this  city,  and 
the  returning  some  compliments  to  the  Assembly, 
render  it  necessary  to.  stay  one  day  longer.  On  Fri- 
day, I  will  be  at  the  Head  of  Elk ;  the  next  day,  at 
Baltimore;  and  by  Sunday,  or  Monday,  I  hope  at 
last  to  be  blessed  with  a  sight  of  my  dear  General. 
There  is  no  rest  for  me  until  I  go  to  Mount  Vernon. 
I  long  for  the  pleasure  to  embrace  you,  my  dear  Ge- 
neral; and  the  happiness  of  being  once  more  with 
you  will  be  so  great,  that  no  words  can  ever  express 
it.  Adieu,  my  dear  General;  in  a  few  days  I  shall 
be  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  I  do  already  feel  delighted 
with  so  charming  a  prospect     My  best  respects  wait 
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upon  Mrs.  Washington;  and,  not  long  after  you  re- 
ceive this,  I  will  tell  you  myself  how  respectfully  and 
affectionately  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  Ge- 
neral, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Lafayette. 

P.  S.  In  case  your  affairs  call  you  to  the  Springs, 
I  beg  leave  to  go  there  after  you,  or  to  accompany 
you  in  your  journey. 


FROM  JACOB   BEAD. 

Annapolis,  13  August,  1784. 

Sir, 

This  day's  post  brought  me  your  favor  of  the  11th, 
which  I  have  the  pleasure  of  answering  from  Anna- 
polis, having  been  prevented  leaving  Maryland  by  a 
variety  of  occurrences  in  the  last  week.  I  think, 
however,  I  shall,  at  all  events,  get  away  in  the  course 
of  the  next  week,  and  probably  so  early  as  to  com- 
plete my  journey  to  Philadelphia. 

I  thank  you  for  your  opinions.  They  concur  per- 
fectly with  my  own  sentiments  on  those  subjects, 
and,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  there  is  too  much  truth  in 
your  observation  on  the  management  of  our  affairs. 
Let  the  blame  fall  where  it  ought,  —  on  those,  whose 
attachment  to  State  views,  State  interests,  and  State 
prejudices,  is  so  great,  as  to  render  them  eternally 
opposed  to  every  measure  that  can  be  devised  for 
the  public  good.  The  evil  is  not,  however,  as  yet, 
entirely  incurable.  I  hope  and  trust  the  next  Con- 
gress will  be  more  willing  and  able  to  avert  the  mis- 
chiefs that  appear  to  me  to  threaten  the  Union.  If 
7* 
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that  cannot  be  done,  we  must  look  about,  and  see  if 
some  more  efficient  form  of  government  cannot  be 
devised.  I  have  long  entertained  my  doubts  of  the 
present  form,  even  if  the  States  were  all  disposed  to 
be  honest,  and  am  sorry  to  say,  such  a  conclusion 
would,  however,  be  against  premises.  I  will  deter- 
mine nothing  rashly,  and  hope  for  the  best.  My  most 
strenuous  endeavours  shall  not  be  wanting  to  secure 
the  peace  and  stability  of  the  Federal  Union,  and 
the  government,  as  long  as  it  is  possible ;  but,  I  own, 
I  shall  not  hesitate  to  join  in  attempting  another, 
when  I  see,  from  experience,  that  we  have  instituted 
is  not  adequate  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  or- 
dained. Congress  either  have  too  little  or  too  much 
power.  To  be  respectable,  they  must  be  enabled  to 
enforce  an  obedience  to  their  ordinances ;  else  why 
the  farce  of  enacting  what  no  State  is  bound  to  exe- 
cute ?  If  this  is  denied,  Congress  is,  I  think,  an  un- 
necessary and  useless  burden,  and  should  not  hold 
from  the  individual  States  a  great  many  powers, 
which  they  cannot  exercise,  and  had  better  be  remit- 
ted to  the  individual  sovereignties.  Of  this,  more  at 
another  time.  I  ask  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  so 
long  trespassing  on  your  patience  at  this  time,  with- 
out treating  the  subject  more  copiously  and  conclu- 
sively. 

Colonel  H.  J.  Laurens  is  arrived  at  New  York ;  is 
seven  weeks  from  London,  and  brings  advices,  that 
the  King  and  Ministry  of  Great  Britain  are  very 
favorably  disposed  towards  the  United  States,  and 
wish  to  have  a  liberal  commercial  treaty. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  came  to  Philadelphia  on 
the  9th  instant.  Advices  from  our  Ministers  abroad, 
by  his  hands,  were  by  him  delivered  to  Mr.  Mifflin, 
at  New  York,  and  are  not  yet  come  to  hand. 
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What  think  you  of  the  State  of  New  York  under- 
taking to  hold  a  treaty,  of  its  own  authority,  with 
the  Six  Nations,  in  defiance  of  our  resolves,  and  the 
clause  of  the  Confederation  restricting  the  individual 
States?  The  Governor  is  actually  now  at  Albany  for 
the  purpose.  Such  a  step  will  render  all  our  endea- 
vours abortive,  and  be  attended  with  worse  conse- 
quences, with  respect  to  the  Indians,  than  almost  any 
other  that  State  could  take.  It  is  said  to  be  under 
an  express  law  of  the  State.  If  this  conduct  is  to 
be  pursued,  our  Commissioners  are  rendered  useless. 
As  long  as  the  savages  believe  there  are  distinct,  in- 
dependent, and  perhaps  jealous  powers,  to  treat  with 
them,  they  will  certainly  avail  themselves  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Union. 
New  York  has  taken  no  steps,  with  regard  to  the 
troops  required  for  garrisoning  the  north-western  fron- 
tier. 

I  beg  my  best  respects  to  your  lady,  and  that  you 
will  always  believe  me  to  be,  &c,  &c. 

Jacob  Read. 

P.  S.  The  Committee  of  the  States  is  broken  up; 
the  members  from  the  Eastern  States,  and  from  New 
Jersey,  having  gone  off  on  Wednesday  in  a  most  ex- 
traordinary manner. 


FROM   THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Albany,  8  October,  1784. 

My  dear  General, 
Everywhere  I  have  met  with  delays;  but  so  agree- 
able were  they  in  their  nature,  that   I   cannot   com- 
plain of  them.    It   is   not  quite   the   same  with  the 
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Indian  treaty,  although  the  hope  to  be  useful  has 
kept  me  there  longer  than  I  had  expected.  My  pre- 
sence at  the  opening  of  it  had  been  desired.  Many 
circumstances  kept  it  off.  At  last  it  began,  and  my 
influence  with  the  Indians  was  found  greater  than  I 
myself  could  expect.  I  was,  therefore,  desired  to 
speak,  to  hearken,  to  answer.  I  took  the  liberty  to 
caution  the  Commissioners  upon  such  points  as  you 
had  mentioned  to  me,  and  did  not  leave  the  ground 
until  they  thought  they  had  no  farther  occasion  for 
me.  But,  as  the  business  is  just  beginning,  I  cannot 
give  you  any  further  intelligence,  but  that  a  great 
deal  of  intrigue  is  carried  on  by  some  Tory  Indians 
of  Brant's  party,  and  that  the  Whig  and  Tory  dis- 
tinctions are  kept  up  among  those  tribes  to  an 
amazing  degree  of  private  animosities. 

This  day,  my  dear  General,  I  am  going  towards 
Hartford,  Boston,  and  Newport,  where  the  French 
ships  now  are;  and  as,  if  I  went  by  land,  I  should 
be  so  much  kept  off  by  my  friends  as  to  be  very 
late  at  our  appointed  meeting,  I  intend  submitting  to 
the  little  inconvenience  of  going  by  water  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Williamsburg,  where  I  hope  to  be  about 
the  26th,  and  where  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  the 
orders  of  my  dear  General. 

Waiting  upon  the  Assembly  at  Richmond,  and 
visiting  Fredericksburg  in  my  way  to  Mount  Vernon, 
would  be  my  plan;  but  I  expect  your  orders,  to  know 
where  I  am  to  meet  you.  It  is  possible  you  had 
rather  not  go  to  Richmond.  In  a  word,  my  dear 
General,  as  your  paternal  goodness  to  me  cannot 
stand  upon  any  kind  of  ceremony,  give  me  your  or- 
ders; tell  me  what  I  had  best  to  do,  and  I  shall  be, 
as  you  well  know,  happy  to  obey  them. 

One   thing,   my   dear    General,  I  very  much  wish 
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you  might  grant  me.  As  the  time  of  my  stay  in 
Virginia  will  depend  upon  your  advice  respecting 
French  letters  which  I  am  to  receive  there,  as  it  will 
be  there  a  last  visit  for  this  American  trip  of  mine, 
I  shall  be  happy  if,  without  inconvenience  to  your- 
self, you  may  come  with  me  so  far  at  least  as  Phila- 
delphia,, where  your  friends  depend  upon  me  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  see  you. 

Could  you  pay  the  Virginia  visits  with  me,  could 
I  meet  you  somewhere,  at  Fredericksburg  I  suppose 
(where  in  that  case  I  would  go  before  I  visit  Rich- 
mond), it  would  be  to  me  a  most  heartfelt  happiness. 
I  beg  your  pardon,  my  beloved  General,  but  I  want 
to  see  you,  and  no  heart  can  better  feel  the  pleasure 
to  be  with  you,  than  the  filial  heart  of 
Your  respectful  and  affectionate  friend, 

Lafayette. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Boston,  22  October,  1784. 

My  dear  General, 
On  my  arrival  at  Boston,  I  have  been  so  friendly 
received,  that  no  words  can  express  my  truly  affec- 
tionate gratitude.  To  these  enjoyments  I  have  added 
the  heartfelt  pleasure  to  contemplate  the  effect  a  sud- 
den appearance  of  your  picture  had  upon  a  people, 
whose  love  to  you  is  as  great  at  least  as  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  Circumstanced  as  I  am,  I  could 
not,  with  any  propriety,  set  out  so  soon  as  I  expect- 
ed. I  am  sorry  our  meeting  again  is  deferred;  but, 
when  you  are  absent,  I  endeavour  to  guess  what  you 
would  have  advised  me  to  do,  and  then  do  it  I  am 
sure    you  would   advise   my  staying  here  some   time 
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longer.  I  therefore  will  not  go  until  the  1st  or  2d 
of  next  month,  and  then  I  embark  from  Boston  in 
the  Nymph  frigate  to  go  to  New  York.  M.  de 
Grandchain,  who  commands  her,  begs  to  be  respect- 
fully remembered  to  you;  and  as  he  expects  reaching 
York  about  the  8th  or  10th,  he  will,  in  company  with 
me,  wait  upon  you  wherever  you  may  be  found. 

The  bearer  I  send  to  Mount  Vernon,  in  order  I 
may  receive  your  commands  at  the  moment  I  arrive. 
So  late  in  the  season,  I  think  you  will  advise  my 
going  immediately  to  Richmond.  I  hope  you  will 
let  me  know  where  we  are  to  meet ;  and  I  also  hope, 
my  dear  General,  you  will  not.  deny  my  affectionate, 
pressing  request,  to  induce  your  visiting  with  me  our 
friends  in  Philadelphia. 

The  Chevalier's  respects  and  mine  wait  upon  Mrs. 
Washington,  and  wish  to  be  remembered  to  all  the 
family.  Adieu,  my  dear  General.  With  the  most 
affectionate  and  devoted  sentiments  of  filial  love  and 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c, 

Lafayette. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Paris,  10  December,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
Every  thing  on  this  side  the  water  seems  to  indi- 
cate a  certainty  of  war.  The  Emperor  seems  decided 
in  not  receding  from  the  right  to  navigate  the  Scheldt, 
and  the  Dutch  as  determined  not  to  yield  it.  I  sup- 
pose that  this  Court,  and  that  of  Berlin,  will  take 
part  with  the  Dutch.  The  Turks,  of  course,  become 
parties  in  a  war  against  the  Emperor;  and  it  seems 
as  probable  that  the  Empress  of  Russia  will  join  him. 
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There  are  many  who  believe  he  will  yet  retract;  but 
every  public  appearance  is  against  this  supposition. 
I  own  myself  astonished  he  should  have  gone  so  far; 
but  I  should  be  more  so,  were  he  now  to  retire.  He 
is  indeed  in  a  perilous  predicament.  If  he  recedes, 
his  character,  which  his  public  acts  have  placed  on 
very  high  ground,  dwindles  to  that  of  a  petty  bully, 
and  is  marked,  as  his  enemies  denote  it,  with  eccen- 
tricity and  inconsistence.  If  he  persists,  the  probable 
combination  against  him  seems  to  threaten  his  ruin. 
When  the  season  arrives  for  opening  a  campaign,  we 
shall  know  decidedly,  and  probably  not  before. 

The  disposition  of  Great  Britain  does  not  seem 
very  favorable  to  us;  all  information  from  thence  re- 
presents the  people,  and  still  more  the  merchants,  as 
extremely  hostile.  I  think  it  probable  we  shall  take 
a  trip  to  that  Court,  in  order  to  bring  their  inten- 
tions to  a  decided  issue.  It  seems  probable,  also, 
that  Spain  will  refuse  to  treat  at  this  place,  and 
oblige  us  to  visit  Madrid.  I  had  lately  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Carmichael,  at  Madrid.  He  informs  me  that  a 
Mr.  Harrison,  of  Cadiz,  had,  on  your  behalf,  applied 
to  him  to  procure  permission  to  send  you  a  jack  of 
the  best  race;  and  that,  on  his  making  the  appli- 
cation, the  King  had  ordered  two  of  the  very  best 
to  be  procured  and  sent  you  as  a  mark  of  his  re- 
spect. Besides  the  pleasure  I  receive  from  every 
testimonial  of  this  kind,  I  view  this  present  as  likely 
to  be  of  great  public  utility.  I  had  before  intended 
to  endeavour  to  procure  a  male  of  that  race,  but  shall 
now  change  my  object  to  the  procuring  one  or  more 
females,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  propagate  and 
preserve  the  breed.  Should  I  go  to  Spain,  I  shall 
surely  be  able  to  effect  this. 

The  Executive  of  our  State  have  remitted  to  Dr. 
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Franklin  and  myself  the  care  of  having  the  statue 
made,  which  the  Assembly  directed  as  a  mark  of 
their  gratitude  to  you.  I  was  unwell  when  I  received 
the  letter,  and  have  not  yet  been  able  to  see  and 
confer  with  Dr.  Franklin  on  the  subject  I  find  that 
a  Monsieur  Houdon,  of  this  place,  possesses  the  re- 
putation of  being  the  first  statuary  in  the  world.  I 
sent  for  him,  and  had  some  conversation  with  him  on 
the  subject  He  thinks  it  cannot  be  perfectly  done 
from  a  picture;  and  is  so  enthusiastically  fond  of  be- 
ing the  executor  of  this  work,  that  he  offers  to  go 
himself  to  America  for  the  purpose  of  forming  your 
bust  from  the  life,  leaving  all  his  business  here  in  the 
mean  time.  He  thinks  that  being  three  weeks  with 
you  would  suffice  to  make  his  model  of  plaister,  with 
which  he  will  return  here ;  and  the  work  will  employ 
him  three  years.  If  Dr.  Franklin  concurs  with  me, 
we  shall  send  him  over,  not  having  time  to  ask  your 
permission,  and  await  your  answer.  I  trust  that,  hav- 
ing given  to  your  country  so  much  of  your  time 
heretofore,  you  will  add  the  short  space  which  this 
operation  will  require  to  enable  them  to  transmit  to 
posterity  the  form  of  the  person  whose  actions  will 
be  delivered  to  them  by  history.  Monsieur  Houdon 
is  at  present  engaged  in  making  a  statue  of  the 
King  of  France.  A  bust  of  Voltaire,  executed  by 
him,  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  first  in  the  world. 

I  beg  leave  to  present  my  respectful  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Washington,  and  to  assure  yourself  of  the 
high  esteem  and  veneration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c,  &c, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 
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FROM   JAMES   DUANE. 

Trenton,  16  December,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  entertained  the  pleasing  hope  of  meeting  you  at 
this  place ;  on  no  better  authority,  indeed,  than  re- 
port, and  yet  I  feel  the  disappointment  in  proportion 
to  my  affection  for  your  person,  my  gratitude  for 
your  public  services,  and  the  kind  attention  with 
which  you  have  always  indulged  me.  Be  pleased  to 
take  in  good  part  the  address  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  transmit,  with  the  freedom  of  our  city  in  a 
golden  box.  It  can  add  nothing  to  your  glory  ;  but 
we  flatter  ourselves  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  as 
a  permanent  testimony  of  the  esteem  and  gratitude 
of  citizens,  who,  of  all  others,  have  been  most  dis- 
tinguished by  your  care  and  solicitude. 

I  once  flattered  myself  that  the  dignity  of  our  Go- 
vernment would  have  borne  some  proportion  to  the 
illustrious  achievements  by  which  it  was  successfully 
established;  but  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  federal  at- 
tachment, and  a  sense  of  national  obligation,  continue 
to  give  place  to  vain  prejudices  in  favor  of  the  inde- 
pendence and  sovereignty  of  the  individual  States.  I 
have  endeavoured,  in  pursuance  of  the  great  motive 
which  induced  me  to  continue  in  public  life,  to  in- 
culcate more  enlarged  and  liberal  principles ;  but  the 
spirit  of  the  times  seems  opposed  to  my  feeble  efforts, 
and  I  have  lost  credit  with  our  Assembly;  though,  I 
hope,  not  with  the  world.  If  opportunity  offers,  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  to  submit  to  your  perusal 
the  judgment  pronounced  in  the  Court  where  I  pre- 
side, which  has  produced  the  censure  promulgated  in 
the  papers;  in  effect,  "that  we  had  the  presumption 

VOL.  iv.  8 
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to  control  the  operation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
from  a  respect  to  the  treaty  of  peace  and  the  law 
of  nations."  I  trust  you  know  me  too  well  to  think 
that  I  can  be  otherwise  concerned  for  this  event  than 
as  it  may  injure  the  reputation  of  my  native  State, 
of  which  I  have  so  long  been  a  faithful  and  confi- 
dential servant.  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  other 
great  men,  from  public  considerations,  have  honored 
us  with  the  highest  approbation.  Their  comments  are 
calculated  for  the  public  eye,  and  will  appear  when 
they  can  do  the  greatest  good. 

I  have  too  long  been  indulged  in  writing  to  you 
with  unreserved  freedom  and  confidence,  to  suppress 
this  detail;  and,  if  it  was  ever  so  immaterial,  your 
goodness  would  pardon  it. 

Do  me  the  honor  to  make  my  most  respectful 
compliments  acceptable  to  Mrs.  Washington,  and  to 
assure  her  that,  in  the  circle  of  her  numerous  friends, 
there  are  none  who  remember  her  with  more  sincere 
regard  than  Mrs.  Duane  and  all  the  branches  of  our 
family.  With  every  sentiment  of  the  most  perfect 
and  affectionate  attachment, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,  &c, 

James  Duane. 


FROM   THE  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

On  board  the  Nymph,  New  York  Harbour, 
21  December,  1784 

My  dear  General, 

I  have  received  your  affectionate  letter  of  the  8th ; 

and  from  the  known  sentiments  of  my  heart  to  you, 

you  will  easily  guess  what  my  feelings  have  been  in 

perusing  the   tender   expressions   of  your  friendship. 
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No,  my  beloved  General,  our  late  parting  was  not  by 
any  means  a  last  interview.  My  whole  soul  revolts 
at  the  idea ;  and  could  I  harbour  it  an  instant,  indeed, 
my  dear  General,  it  would  make  me  miserable.  I  well 
see  you  never  will  go  to  France.  The  inexpressible 
pleasure  of  embracing  you  in  my  own  house,  of  wel- 
coming you  in  a  family  where  your  name  is  adored, 
I  do  not  much  expect  to  experience;  but  to  you  I 
6hall  return,  and,  within  the  walls  of  Mount  Vernon, 
we  shall  yet  often  speak  of  old  times.  My  firm  plan 
is  to  visit  now  and  then  my  friend  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic;  and  the  most  beloved  of  all  friends  I 
ever  had,  or  ever  shall  have  anywhere,  is  too  strong 
an  inducement  for  me  to  return  to  him,  not  to  think 
that  whenever  it  is  possible  I  shall  renew  my  so 
pleasing  visits  to  Mount  Vernon. 

Since  I  have  left  you,  my  dear  General,  we  have 
passed  through  Philadelphia  to  Trenton,  where  I  was 
happy  to  find  a  numerous  and  well-chosen  Congress. 
Their  testimonies  of  kindness  to  me,  and  my  answer 
to  them,  you  will  see  in  the  newspapers.  As  to  my 
services  abroad,  it  has  been  (on  motion  respecting 
what  I  told  you)  universally  decided  that  public  con- 
fidence in  me  was  a  matter  of  course,  a  doubt  of 
which  ought  not  to  be  expressed.  But,  as  I  know 
the  sense  of  the  Congress,  and  as  Mr.  Jay  has  ac- 
cepted,* and  Mr.  Jefferson  will  be  Minister  in  France, 
my  situation  in  that  respect  will  be  very  agreeable. 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  Canada  to  reenforoe  the 
Lake  posts,  put  the  vessels  in  commission,  and  repel 
force  by  force.  But  I  think  that  if  once  Congress 
have   the  trade  to   regulate,  mercantile   interdictions 


*  The  appointment  of  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  as  successor  to 
Mr.  Livingston. 
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will  set  these  people  to  rights.  Although  party  spirit 
had  a  little  subsided  in  New  York,  yet  that  city  is 
not  by  any  means  settled.     How  far  from  Boston ! 

Although  your  nephew  is  not  arrived,  I  will  hope 
for  the  pleasure  to  see  him  in  Paris.  General  Greene 
was  in  Hartford  when  the  letter  reached  him,  from 
where  he  came  to  New  York,  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
to  spend  some  days  with  him.  Inclosed  I  send  you 
a  small  cipher.  Should  any  public  political  business 
require  a  fuller  one,  I  will  write  to  you  a  complete 
cipher  I  have  had  long  ago  with  Mr.  Jay's  present 
department. 

Mr.  Carey,  printer  of  the  Volunteer  journal,  has  been 
obliged  to  fly  for  his  life,  and  now  lives  at  Mr.  Sut- 
ler's, hatter,  Front  street,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  is 
going  to  set  up  a  paper.  A  letter  from  you,  becom- 
ing a  subscriber,  and  telling  him  I  have  mentioned  it 
to  you,  will  the  most  oblige  me,  as  I  have  promised 
him  to  recommend  him  to  my  friends.  He  is  now 
an  American;  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  his 
quarrel  with  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  which  disputes, 
by  the  by,  seem  to  subside,  and  vanish  into  nothing. 
The  French  packet  is  not  yet  arrived. 

The  Chevalier  de  Caraman  and  Captain  Grandchain 
beg  leave  to  offer  their  respects  to  you,  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington, and  all  the  family.  My  most  tender,  affec- 
tionate respects  wait  upon  Mrs.  Washington  and  all 
the  family.  I  beg  she  will  give  a  kiss  for  me  to 
the  little  girls,  my  friend  ;  and  I  beg  Mrs. 

Stuart,  the  Doctor,  Mr.  Lund  Washington,  and  all  our 
friends,  to  receive  my  best  compliments.  I  hope  Mr. 
Harrison  will  be  soon  appointed,  and  I  wish  his  cou- 
sin may  know  it 

Adieu,  adieu,  my  dear  General.  It  is  with  inex- 
pressible pain  that  I   feel  I  am  going  to  be  severed 
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from  you  by  the  Atlantic.  Every  thing,  that  admira- 
tion, respect,  gratitude,  friendship,  and  filial  love,  can 
inspire,  is  combined  in  my  affectionate  heart  to  de- 
**■*'  me  most  tenderly  to  you.  In  your  friendship  I 
light  which  words  cannot  express.  Adieu, 
-j  uear  General.  It  is  not  without  emotion  that  I 
write  this  word,  although  I  know  I  shall  soon  visit 
you  again.  Be  attentive  to  your  health.  Let  me 
hear  from  you  every  month.    Adieu,  adieu. 

Lafayette. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  HARRISON. 

Berkley,  8  February,  1785. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  22d  of  last  month 
reached  me  but  a  few  days  ago.  Letters,  by  post, 
are  some  time  getting  to  me,  owing  to  the  distance  I 
am  from  the  post  road. 

I  was  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  the  compliment 
made  you  by  the  Assembly  would  lay  you  under, 
and  assure  you  that  the  love  and  friendship  I  enter- 
tain for  you,  my  earnest  wishes  that  you  might  still 
support  that  noble  disinterestedness  of  character  that 
has  hitherto  marked  all  your  steps  and  actions,  and 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  delicacy  of  your  feelings, 
gave  me  a  full  share  of  perplexities  on  the  occa- 
sion. If  you  were  without  enemies,  or  the  eye  of 
malevolence  was  not  intently  fixed  on  all  your  ac- 
tions, I  should  not  see  the  least  impropriety  in  your 
accepting  a  present  from  your  grateful  country,  par- 
ticularly as  every  care  has  been  taken,  in  the  pream- 
ble to  the  grant,  to  guard  against  the  most  distant 
appearance  of  its  being  a  gratuity  for  the  important 
8* 


90  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

services  you  have  rendered  America,  and  to  fix  it  to 
the  true  objects  of  the  acts,  the  great  and  real  ad- 
vantages that  will  derive  to  the  country  from  the 
extension  of  its  navigation,  the  parent  of  which  you 
have  been,  and  to  whom,  alone,  they  owe  their  exist- 
ence, or  will  probably  owe  their  completion.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  when  I  view  mankind,  their  prone- 
ness  to  put  the  worst  construction  on  every  action 
of  those  of  exalted  character,  and  the  triumph  it  will 
give  your  enemies  to  have  an  apparent,  though  false, 
opportunity  to  attempt  the  lessening  your  reputation, 
I  am  at  a  loss  what  advice  to  give,  and  shall,  there- 
fore, leave  the  determination  to  your  own  far  better 
judgment. 

As   to   your  fears   of  appearing   ostentatious,  by  a 
refusal,  I  think  they  are  altogether  groundless.    Your 
countrymen  have  too   high  an   opinion   of  your   dis- 
cernment not  to  acquiesce  in  your  determination;  but 
more    especially   in    points    where    reputation    is    the 
stake.     Their   motives  for  what  they  have  done  were 
of  the  purest  kind.    They  saw,  with  concern,  the  sacri- 
fices you  had  made  for  their  benefit,  by  a  total  neg- 
lect  of  your   domestic   affairs;   and   they  have   been 
earnestly  seeking  an  opportunity  to  show  their  grati- 
tude and  love  for  you.     They  thought  one  presented 
itself  that  was   out   of  the  reach   of  detraction,  and, 
therefore,  embraced  it  with  one  voice,  and,  as  far  as 
I  could  see,  with  one  mind,  and,  I  am  certain,  would 
sensibly  feel  any  slur  cast  on  your  reputation.    With 
these  sentiments,  though  they  will  feel  unhappy  that 
they   cannot  be    gratified   in   their  wishes,  yet  they 
will   not   take   amiss   a   refusal   dictated  by  motives 
that  have  hitherto  done   you   so   much  honor.     I  am 
happy  to  find  that,  though  you  have  not  taken  your 
final  resolution  with  respect  to  the   compliment,  you 
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will  still  forward  the  schemes ;  as  the  works,  under 
your  patronage  and  protection,  will  advance  more 
rapidly  than  they  would  otherwise  do,  and  the  sub- 
scription probably  be  filled,  as  I  fear  would  not  be 
the  case  if  advantage  is  not  taken  of  the  ardor  of 
the  present  Government 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  my  good  friends  at 
Mount  Vernon  for  their  kind  inquiry  as  to  the  health 
of  Mrs.  Harrison,  who  is  getting  better,  though  slowly. 
I  have  hopes,  and  indeed  expect,  she  will  mend  faster 
when  the  weather  will  permit  her  to  use  exercise, 
which  seems  to  be  her  only  remedy.  She  and  the 
girls  join  me  in  the  most  friendly  and  affectionate 
compliments  to  you  and  the  ladies.  I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  esteem  and 
regard, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Benjamin  Harrison. 


FROM  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Paris,   15  February,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  has  delivered  to  me 
the  letters  of  your  Excellency,  and  I  am  extremely 
flattered  by  this  mark  of  your  attention  and  of  your 
remembrance.  I  have  executed  your  commissions  near 
his  Majesty  and  the  Royal  Family,  and  the  King  is 
concerned  that  your  domestic  affairs  deprive  him  of 
the  satisfaction  to  see  a  man,  whose  talents  and  vir- 
tues have  procured  the  happiness  of  his  country,  and 
excited  the  admiration  of  all  others. 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  news  your  Excellen- 
cy has  been  pleased  to  give  me  of  America.    The 
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present  excellent  formation  of  Congress  gives  me 
great  hopes  that  the  public  debt  will  be  secured, 
and  that  all  the  other  branches  of  administration  will 
take  a  more  regular  form.  A  nation,  which  has  done 
so  great  things  as  yours,  during  ten  years,  is  expect- 
ed to  crown  its  achievements  by  acts  of  justice. 
This  qualification  is  so  common  in  America,  that  I  am 
persuaded  its  voice  will  be  heard  in  all  your  assem- 
blies, and  America  will  be  at  last  as  just  in  time  of 
peace,  as  it  has  been  patient  and  brave  during  the 
war. 

Since  my  arrival  in  Europe,  the  different  Cabinets 
have  been  much  agitated.  The  Emperor  has  produced 
some  pretensions  against  Holland,  which  are  not  yet 
adjusted.  He  has  likewise  manifested  a  desire  to 
annex  the  Duchy  of  Bavaria  to  his  dominions,  and  to 
cede,  by  way  of  exchange,  to  the  Elector  the  Aus- 
trian possessions  in  the  Netherlands.  This  arrange- 
ment seems  to  displease  very  much  the  different  mili- 
tary powers  in  Europe.  Preparations  of  war  are  go- 
ing on  at  Vienna,  at  Berlin,  in  Holland,  and  in 
France.  It  is,  however,  very  probable  that  the  war 
will  not  take  place  in  the  course  of  this  year.  But 
a  general  flame  is  certainly  very  near  to  break  out; 
and  though  France  and  England  be  very  far  from 
wishing  for  war,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  prevent 
the  troubles  of  Germany,  if  the  Emperor  does  not, 
of  his  own  accord,  give  up  his  pretensions.  The  Im- 
perial Court  seems  to  be  intimately  united  with  that 
of  Russia ;  two  powers,  rich  in  resources,  and  full  of 
ambition;  and  as  they  are  not  happy  enough  to 
have,  like  America,  at  their  head  a  man  who  prefers 
the  welfare  of  mankind  to  his  private  advantage, 
there  are  great  apprehensions  of  a  general  war  in 
Europe.    The  events  of  it  will  be  read  by  your  Ex- 
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cellency,  in  your  retreat,  with  a  small  degree  of  satis- 
faction; for  you  will  observe  that,  far  from  giving 
liberty  to  some  nation,  this  war  will  only  serve  to 
increase  the  miseries  of  several  countries  during  many 
years. 

I  am  very  thankful  for  the  interest  you  are  pleas- 
ed to  take  in  my  fate,  which  is  not  yet  decided.  If 
I  was  allowed  to  follow  my  own  inclination,  I  should 
wish  to  return  to  America,  and  to  be  happy  with  my 
old  friends  j  but  a  consequence  of  my  profession  is  to 
accept  of  the  destination  which  is  prescribed  to  me. 
Whatever  it  may  be,  I  shall  never  forget  the  atten- 
tion and  friendship  of  your  Excellency.  I  beg  you 
to  continue  in  those  sentiments,  and  to  honor  me 
sometimes  with  your  letters.  With  the  most  sincere 
and  respectful  attachment  and  acknowledgment,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Luzerne. 


FROM  PATRICK  HENRY. 

Richmond,  19  March,  1785. 

Dear  Sir,  W 

The  honor  you  are  pleased  to  do  me  in  your  favor 
of  the  27th  ultimo,  desiring  my  opinion,  in  a  friendly 
way,  on  the  subject  of  the  act  for  vesting  the  shares 
in  the  Potomac  and  James  River  navigation,  is  very 
flattering  to  me.  And  I  should  ill  deserve  the  confi- 
dence you  are  pleased  to  place  in  me,  if  I  should 
forbear  to  give  you  my  unreserved  sentiments  on  it. 
I  will  freely  own  to  you,  that  I  am  embarrassed  to 
reconcile  the   law,  taken   in  its  full   extent,  with  the 
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declarations  you  mention,  and  a  fixed  purpose  of  re- 
fusing pecuniary  rewards.  If  this  was  the  sole  object 
of  the  act,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  dissent  to  its  pro- 
priety. The  United  States  seem  most  properly  con- 
stituted to  take  into  consideration  a  matter  of  that 
nature,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  which  I  need  not 
enumerate.  But  the  preamble  of  the  law,  compared 
with  a  few  facts  that  preceded  the  enacting  of  it, 
will  present  it  in  a  view  different  from  that  of  re- 
warding past  military  services.  The  facts  I  allude  to 
are  these. 

The  great  business  of  opening  the  navigation  of 
Potomac  and  James  River,  and  connecting  it  with 
that  of  the  western  waters,  was  taken  up  by  you,  and 
pressed  with  that  earnestness  so  interesting  a  mat 
ter  deserved.  The  difficulties,  which  nature  had  in- 
terposed, were  increased  by  a  combination  of  interests, 
hard  to  develop  and  explain,  and  still  harder  to  re- 
concile. To  all  these  was  added  another  impediment 
arising  from  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  exhaust- 
ed condition  of  the  country.  The  time,  however,  was 
critical,  and  your  observations,  sent  to  the  Assembly, 
proved  that  it  was  good  policy  to  encounter  every 
obstacle,  and  begin  the  work.  The  patronage  of  it 
seemed  naturally  to  devolve  on  you,  Sir;  and  the 
Assembly,  desiring  to  give  efficacy  to  that  patronage, 
vested  the  shares  in  you. 

This  navigation  depends  upon  private  subscription 
for  success,  so  that,  unless  you  had  subscribed,  you 
could  not  have  been  concerned.  You  will  forgive  me 
for  supposing  that  your  finances  could  not  have  made 
it  desirable  to  risk  a  sum  of  money  on  the  success 
of  an  enterprise  like  this.  For  your  estate  could  not 
have  been  exempted  from  that  loss  in  its  produce, 
experienced  by  other  gentlemen's  estates   throughout 
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the  country  during  the  war.  Considering,  then,  that 
your  promoting  this  great  affair  necessarily  obliged 
you  to  subscribe  to  it,  and  besides,  to  encounter  all 
the  difficulties  arising  from  the  nature  of  it,  the 
variety  of  interests,  views,  and  circumstances,  which 
attended  it,  and  that,  in  arranging  and  conducting  all 
these,  not  only  great  labor  and  attention  as  well  as 
abilities  are  requisite,  but  also  expense  of  money  and 
loss  of  time,  —  it  would  seem  at  least  that  you  ought 
to  be  secured  against  the  chance  of  losing  by  sub- 
scribing. And  this  is  all  the  law  can  be  said  to  do, 
inasmuch  as  it  must  remain  uncertain  whether  the 
shares  are  worth  any  thing,  till  the  business  is  com- 
pleted. If  this  never  happens  to  be  accomplished, 
your  labor,  time,  &c,  &c,  are  lost,  and  the  donation 
proves  an  empty  sound. 

Your  acceptance  of  it  will  prevent  that  shock, 
which  you  justly  observe  will  be  given  by  a  refusal ; 
and  I  submit  to  your  reflection,  how  far  your  resig- 
nation of  the  shares  may  throw  a  damp  on  that  ardor 
which  I  have  the  pleasure  to  hear  prevails  at  present 
to  promote  the  undertaking.  I  must  believe  that  at 
least  a  temporary  check  would  be  given  to  its  pro- 
gress, till  the  means  of  replacing  so  many  shares 
could  be  found ;  and  I  am  really  not  able  to  find  out 
the  way  to  do  it.  Your  acceptance  will  avoid  this 
embarrassing  circumstance.  And  if,  after  reviewing 
the  whole  matter,  you  shall  think  it  inadmissible  to 
hold  the  shares  in  the  manner  the  law  gives  them, 
you  will  be  at  liberty  to  make  such  alteration  in  the 
interest,  or  disposition  of  the  use,  as  shall  be  most 
agreeable  to  yourself. 

If  I  have  exceeded  in  the  freedom  with  which  1 
have  treated  this  subject,  I  must  entreat  your  forgive- 
ness;  for  I  have   no  motive  but  to  evince,  on  every 
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occasion,  that  I  am,  with  unalterable  affection  and  the 
most  sincere  attachment, 

Dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Patrick  Henry. 

P.  S.  Two  other  large  packets  from  Ireland  ac- 
company this.  The  post  could  not  carry  them  all  at 
once.  No  other  conveyance  seems  to  present  soon, 
and  the  Captain  (Boyle)  begs  to  receive  your  com- 
mands as  soon  as  convenient 


FROM  HENRY  KNOX. 

Boston,  24  March,  1785. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  favor  of  the  28th  ulti- 
mo, which  I  received  last  evening,  with  its  inclosures; 
and  I  sincerely  hope  I  shall  not  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  troubling  you  so  much  again.  But,  in  the 
present  instance,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  men- 
tioning that  Major  Winthrop  Sargent  has  repeatedly 
informed  me,  that  a  certificate  from  you  would  be  one 
of  the  most  desirable  and  acceptable  things  to  him. 
I  at  length  promised  him  that  I  would  request  it  of 
you.  He  is  really  clever,  and  was  an  excellent  artil- 
lery officer. 

I  will  endeavour  to  make  an  arrangement  of  the 
lime-stone,  in  the  manner  that  shall  be  the  least  ex- 
pensive ;  but  our  spring  is  so  backward,  that  we  have 
but  little  prospect  of  getting  the  stone  from  the  east- 
ward before  the  month  of  June.  It  shall  be  forward- 
ed by  the  earliest  opportunity  to  your  house,  or 
Alexandria.     The  weather  is  now  as  severe  as  at  any 


PRIVATE    LETTERS.  97 

time  during  ihe  winter,  and  the  snow  and  ice  are 
nearly  three  feet  upon  a  level. 

I  am  highly  delighted  with  the  delicate  gratitude 
of  Virginia,  and  am  at  the  same  time  charmed  with 
your  sentiments  and  reasoning  upon  it.  I  sincerely 
hope,  circumstanced  as  you  are,  that  you  may  find  a 
mode  of  declining  the  intended  appropriation,  so  as 
to  enhance  the  respect  and  affection  of  your  fellow- 
citizens.  My  jealousy  for  your  fame  is  so  high  that 
I  should  prefer  seeing  you,  Cincinnatus-like,  following 
your  plough,  rather  than  accept  the  least  pecuniary 
reward  whatever.  Tour  services  are  of  that  nature  as 
to  demand  the  approbation  and  admiration  of  succeed- 
ing generations,  but  cannot  be  rewarded  by  money. 
Thank  the  Supreme  God,  you  are  happily  placed  above 
the  necessity  of  receiving  any  assistance ! 

Perhaps,  my  dear  Sir,  you  could  intimate  to  the 
Legislature,  in  a  manner  which  would  be  clear  of 
every  indelicate  imputation,  that,  should  they  think 
proper  to  apply  the  produce  of  this  fund  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  widows,  and  the  support  and  edu- 
cation of  the  children,  of  those  men  of  their  own  line 
who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country, 
and  of  the  maimed  soldiers,  that  the  measure  would 
rear  an  eternal  monument  to  the  virtue  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia.  An  event  of  this  kind,  which, 
I  am  persuaded,  has  been  among  the  number  of  ex- 
pedients conceived  by  you,  would  rank  Virginia 
higher  in  the  annals  of  America  than  any  other 
State ;  and  the  idea  coming  from  you,  would  place 
your  warm  and  disinterested  attachment  to  suffering 
in  a  durable  and  glorious  point  of  view.  Let  my  af- 
fection plead  my  excuse  for  this  freedom. 

The  Mall,  in  this  town,  has  been  repaired,  and  the 
trees  replaced.    But  I  believe  the  gravel  walk  is  only 

VOL.  iv.  9 
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upon  the  common  principle,  without  any  cement 
whatever.  I  will,  however,  inquire,  and  if  there  should 
be  any  improvement,  I  will  with  pleasure  communi- 
cate it 

You  may  probably  have  heard  that  Congress  have 
been  pleased  to  appoint  me  Secretary  at  War.  I 
have  accepted  of  the  office,  and  expect  to  be  in  New 
York  about  the  15th  of  next  month.  From  the  ha- 
bits imbibed  during  the  war,  and  from  the  opinion 
of  my  friends  that  I  should  make  but  an  indifferent 
trader,  I  thought,  upon  mature  consideration,  that  it 
was  well  to  accept  it,  although  the  salary  (twenty- 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars)  would  be  but  a  slen- 
der support.  I  have  dependence  upon  an  unwieldy 
estate  belonging  to  Mrs.  Knox's  family,  and  upon  the 
public  certificates  given  for  my  services;  but  neither 
of  these  are  productive,  and  require  a  course  of  years 
to  make  them  so.  In  the  mean  time,  my  expenses 
are  considerable,  and  require  some  funds  for  their 
supply.  Congress  have  rendered  the  powers  and  du- 
ties of  the  office  respectable,  and  the  circumstances 
of  my  appointment  were  flattering,  being  without  so- 
licitation on  my  part,  and  nine  States  out  of  eleven 
voting  for  me.  For  this  favorable  opinion  of  Con- 
gress, I  conceive  myself  indebted  to  your  friendship. 
I  do  not  intend  to  move  my  family  to  New  York 
until  next  June.  Mrs.  Knox,  who,  with  her  little 
ones,  are  well,  unites  with  me  in  presenting  our  affec- 
tionate respects  to  Mrs.  Washington.  I  am,  my  dear 
Sir, 

Your  truly  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

Henby  Knox.  ' 
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FROM   CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Philadelphia,  22  April,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  5th;  and, 
as  the  subject  therein  referred  to  belongs  to  the  de- 
partment of  Foreign  Affairs,  I  have  transmitted  it  to 
Mr.  Jay. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Minister,  who  is  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  Court  of  London,  will  have  occasion 
for  the  list;  but,  as  it  would  not  be  safe  to  trust  a 
paper  of  such  importance  to  the  common  conveyance 
by  the  post,  and  as  it  is  proper  that  you  should 
keep  either  the  original  or  a  copy,  to  prevent  a 
chasm  in  your  files,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sug- 
gesting to  Mr.  Jay  the  propriety  of  sending  one  of 
his  clerks  to  take  a  copy,  and  to  bring  up  either  it 
or  the  original,  leaving  the  other  with  you. 

The  last  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I 
entertained,  and,  I  believe,  expressed,  a  fond  hope 
that  measures  would  speedily  be  adopted  to  enable 
you,  without  much  trouble,  and  without  putting  you 
to  any  expense,  to  have  your  files  arranged,  copied, 
and  secured,  so  as  to  be  preserved  from  danger  or 
accident  I  consider  them  as  invaluable  documents, 
from  which  future  historians  will  derive  light  and 
knowledge.  I  consider  it  as  a  most  fortunate  circum- 
stance, that,  through  all  your  dangers  and  difficulties, 
you  have  happily  preserved  them  entire.  And  al- 
though the  adjournment  which  took  place  last  sum- 
mer, and  the  subsequent  removal  since  the  meeting 
'in  November,  have  prevented  Congress  from  adopting 
the  measure  I  wished,  yet  I  trust  they  will,  at  a 
convenient  time,  attend  to  the  subject,  and  take  pro- 
per steps  for  preserving  so  invaluable  a  treasure. 

591604 


100  LETTERS    TO   WASHINGTON. 

I  am  now  busily  employed  in  preparations  for  the 
removal  of  my  family  to  New  York.  If  there  be  any 
thing  in  which  I  can  serve  you,  I  hope  you  will 
command  me.  Mrs.  Thomson  joins  in  respects  to 
Mrs.  Washington.  With  the  most  sincere  esteem,  I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Charles  Thomson. 


FROM  RICHARD   HENRY  LEE,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  3  May,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  long  had  a  letter  prepared  for  you  in  an- 
swer to  your  last  favor,  which  I  have  kept  for  the 
Honorable  Mr.  Sitgreaves  to  be  the  bearer  of,  as  he 
proposed  to  visit  you  on  his  return  to  North  Caro- 
lina; and  the  more  especially  as  his  stay  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  seeing  the  very  im- 
portant ordinance  passed  for  selling  the  western 
lands,  which  I  wished  you  to  have  in  its  perfected 
state.  The  principal  design  of  this  letter  is  to  intro- 
duce to  you  Mr.  Graham  and  his  lady,  the  justly 
celebrated  Mrs.  Macaulay  Graham,  whose  reputation  in 
the  learned  world,  and  among  the  friends  to  the  rights 
of  human  nature,  is  very  high  indeed.  Her  merit 
as  an  historian  is  very  great,  and  places  her  as  an 
author  in  the  foremost  rank  of  writers.  I  am  well 
pleased  to  find  that  she,  as  well  as  all  other  judicious 
foreigners,  think  themselves,  when  in  America,  how- 
ever distant  from  Mount  Vernon,  obliged  to  pay  their 
respects  to  you.  I  believe  that  this  has  been  her 
only  motive  for  going  so  far  south  as  Virginia. 
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We  are  amused  here  with  an  account,  that  does 
not  indeed  come  officially  to  us,  but  however  in  such 
a  way  as  to  merit  attention.  It  is  a  plan  of  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  which  seems  calculated  to  quiet 
his  quarrel  with  Holland,  although,  perhaps,  it  may 
not  prevent  a  war  in  Europe.  He  is  said  to  have 
made  a  treaty  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  by  which 
he  exchanges  his  Netherland  dominions  for  those  of 
Bavaria,  and  transfers,  with  the  exchange,  all  his 
rights  and  claims  upon  Holland;  reserving  Namur 
and  Luxemburg,  with  a  district  of  country  around, 
as  a  douceur  to  France,  for  obtaining  the  consent  of 
that  Court  to  the  exchange.  The  Bavarian  dominions 
being  much  more  contiguous  to  the  Austrian  than 
those  of  the  Netherlands,  must  greatly  increase  the 
Emperor's  power  by  a  concentration  of  his  force, 
heretofore  so  much  divided  as  to  render  the  Nether- 
lands of  no  great  aid  in  case  of  war.  This,  however, 
by  increasing  the  Austrian  power,  must,  of  course, 
excite  greatly  the  jealousy  of  Prussia  in  particular, 
whose  King  will  probably  risk  a  war  rather  than  see 
his  rival  thus  strengthened.  Holland,  in  the  mean 
time,  will  be  relieved,  by  injurious  claims  being  trans- 
ferred from  a  strong  to  a  weak  hand,  and  the  Em- 
peror may  find  himself  brought  to  a  more  equal  con- 
test by  combating  one,  instead  of  three  powers  lately 
combined  against  him.  What  may  be  the  issue  of 
this  new  system,  time  must  develop. 

I  wish  that  I  may  be  enabled  by  Mr.  Sitgreaves 
to  furnish  you  with  the  final  sense  of  Congress  upon 
the  momentous  business  of  selling  the  western  lands, 
in  doing  which  the  first  and  greatest  object  seems  to 
be  the  discharging  effectually  the  great  weight  of 
debt,  that  the  war  has  created,  and  which  obstructs 
so  effectually  every  arrangement  for  future  security. 
9* 


102  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

I  have  the  honor  to   be,  with  sentiments  of  the  sin- 
cerest  respect  and  esteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 


FROM   WILLIAM   GRAYSON,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  May,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  April, 
for  which  I  am  much  obliged  to  you.  I  am  sorry 
for  the  melancholy  occasion  which  has  induced  you 
to  leave  Mount  Vernon,  and  for  the  affliction  which 
the  loss  of  such  near  relations  must  involve  Mrs. 
Washington  in. 

The  ordinance  for  disposing  of  the  western  terri- 
tory has  been  under  consideration  ever  since  I  wrote 
you  last,  and  has  undergone  several  alterations;  the 
most  considerable  of  which  is,  that  one  half  of  the 
land  is  to  be  sold  by  sections  or  lots,  and  the  other 
half  by  entire  townships ;  and  the  dimension  of  each 
township  is  reduced  to  six  miles.  I  now  expect  the 
ordinance  will  be  completed  in  a  few  days,  it  being 
the  opinion  of  most  gentlemen  that  it  is  better  to 
pass  it  in  its  present  form  nearly,  than  to  delay  it 
much  longer,  and  incur  the  risk  of  losing  the  coun- 
try altogether.  As  soon  as  it  is  finished,  I  shall  do 
myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy ;  and,  though 
it  will  be  far  from  being  the  best  that  could  be 
made,  yet  I  verily  believe  it  is  the  best  that,  under 
present  circumstances,  can  be  procured.  There  have 
appeared  so  many  interfering  interests,  most  of  them 
imaginary,  so  many  ill-founded  jealousies  and  suspi- 
cions throughout  the  whole,  that  I  am  only  surprised 
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the  ordinance  is  not  more  exceptionable.  Indeed,  if 
the  importunities  of  the  public  creditors,  and  the  re- 
luctance to  pay  them  by  taxation,  either  direct  or 
implied,  had  not  been  so  great,  I  am  satisfied  no 
land  ordinance  could  have  been  procured,  except  un- 
der such  disadvantages  as  would,  in  a  great  degree, 
have  excluded  the  idea  of  actual  settlements  within 
any  short  length  of  time.  This  is  not  strange,  when 
we  reflect  that  several  of  the  States  are  averse  to 
new  votes  from  that  part  of  the  Continent,  and  that 
some  of  them  are  now  disposing  of  their  own  vacant 
lands,  and  of  course  wish  to  have  their  particular 
debts  paid,  and  their  own  countries  settled  in  the 
first  instance,  before  there  is  any  interference  from 
any  other  quarter. 

With  respect  to  the  different  places  of  sale,  it  is 
certainly  open  to  the  objections  you  mention;  but  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  accede  to  the  measure, 
before  we  could  advance  a  single  step.  Since  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter,  I  have  hinted  to  some  of  the 
members  the  propriety  of  altering  this  part ;  but  find 
that  the  idea  of  allowing  the  citizens  of  each  State 
an  equal  chance  of  trying  the  good  lands  at  their 
own  doors,  was  one  of  the  strongest  reasons  with 
them  for  consenting  to  the  ordinance.  As  to  the  in- 
dividual States  interfering  in  the  sale,  it  is  guarded 
against;  and  in  case  the  Loan-Officer,  who  is  respon- 
sible only  to  Congress,  cannot  dispose  of  the  land  in 
a  limited  time,  it  is  to  be  returned  to  the  Treasury 
Board.  With  respect  to  the  fractional  parts  of  town- 
ships, the  ordinance  has  now  provided  for  all  cases 
which  can  occur,  except  with  respect  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line.  The  course  of  the  new  State  from  the 
Ohio  will  be  due  north;  and  the  dispute  with  Penn- 
sylvania will  be  open  to  discussion  hereafter. 
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I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that,  throughout  this  mea- 
sure, there  has  been  a  necessity  for  sacrificing  one's 
own  opinion  to  that  of  other  people,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  forward.  There  have  never  been  above  ten 
States  on  the  floor ;  and  nine  of  these  were  necessary 
to  concur  in  one  sentiment,  lest  they  should  refuse 
to  vote  for  the  ordinance  on  its  passage.  The  price 
is  fixed  at  a  dollar  the  acre,  liquidated  certificates ; 
that  is,  the  land  is  not  to  be  sold  under  that.  The 
reason  for  establishing  this  sum  was,  that  a  part  of 
the  House  were  for  half  a  dollar,  and  another  part  for 
two  dollars,  and  others  for  intermediate  sums  between 
the  two  extremes ;  so  that,  ultimately,  this  was  agreed 
upon  as  a  central  ground.  If  it  is  too  high  (which 
I  am  afraid  is  the  case),  it  may  hereafter  be  correct- 
ed by  a  resolution.  I  still  mean  to  move  for  some 
amendments,  which  I  think  will  not  only  advance  the 
sale,  but  increase  the  facility  of  purchasing  to  foreign- 
ers; though,  from  present  appearances,  I  own  I  have 
but  little  hopes  of  success. 

After  this  affair  is  over,  the  requisition  for  the  cur- 
rent year  will  be  brought  forward.  The  article  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  erection  of  federal 
buildings  at  Trenton,  I  have  already  objected  to,  and 
shall  continue  to  oppose,  by  every  means  in  my  pow- 
er, as  I  look  upon  the  measure  to  be  fundamentally 
wrong ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  nine  States  cannot  be 
found  to  vote  for  it.  Should  those  in  opposition  to 
the  measure  be  able  to  put  off  the  execution  for  the 
present  year,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  Southern 
States  will  open  their  eyes  to  their  true  interests, 
and  view  this  subject  in  a  different  light  What  I  at 
present  fear  is,  that,  failing  to  get  this ,  article  allow- 
ed in  the  requisition,  they  will  attempt  to  draw  the 
money  from  Holland  by  a  vote  of  seven  States,  inas- 
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much  as  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  voted  at 
Trenton  for  that  purpose,  although  no  particular  fund 
was  assigned.  I  own  this  matter  has  given  me  some 
disgust,  as  I  see  an  intemperate  ardor  to  carry* it 
into  execution  before  the  sense  of  the  Union  is 
known;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  some  gentlemen 
have  come  into  Congress  expressly  for  that  purpose. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  introducing  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  a 
Delegate  from  North  Carolina,  a  gentleman  of  great 
worth,  who  is  travelling  through  our  own  State  to 
his  own  country.  He  will  be  very  happy  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  the  news  of  this  place.  I  inclose  you 
the  report  of  a  Committee  for  altering  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation,  which 
embraces  objects  of  great  magnitude,  and  about  which 
there  is  a  great  difference  of  sentiment  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
Your  affectionate  friend  and  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Grayson. 


FROM   WILLIAM   GODDARD. 

Baltimore,  80  May,  1785. 

Sir, 
As  the  manuscript  papers  of  General  Lee,  after  his 
decease,  came  into  my  hands,  I  have  been  induced, 
from  several  motives,  to  arrange  and  prepare  them 
for  publication.  The  General,  in  his  lifetime,  request- 
ed it  from  me ;  and  my  profession,  as  a  printer  and 
bookseller,  made  it  an  object  of  interest  worthy  my 
attention.  But,  as  I  cannot  be  ignorant  of  some  un- 
happy differences  which  subsisted  between  your  Ex- 
cellency and  General  Lee,  I  have  thought   proper  to 
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acquaint  your  Excellency  with   my   conduct  in  this 
business. 

Influenced  by  no  party  consideration,  and  altoge- 
ther devoid  of  any  sinister  intention  of  exalting  one 
character  at  the  expense  of  another,  I  have  taken 
care  to  suppress  many  passages  that  might  be  offen- 
sive in  the  General's  pieces  and  correspondence. 
While  it  was  my  duty  to  preserve  what  was  useful 
in  military  and  political  knowledge,  I  took  the  liber- 
ty to  suppress  such  expressions  as  appeared  to  be 
the  ebullitions  of  a  disappointed  and  irritated  mind ; 
so  that  I  flatter  myself  your  Excellency  will  be  con- 
vinced of  the  candor  of  my  intention  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  work.  Inclosed  I  have  sent  a  copy  of 
the  title-page,  and  the  proposals  are  now  preparing 
for  the  press.  In  a  few  weeks  I  purpose  to  send 
them  to  your  Excellency;  and  in  the  mean  time 
should  esteem  it  a  favor  to  hear,  as  soon  as  conve- 
nient, from  your  Excellency,  whether  this  has  come 
safe  to  your  hands,  and  whether  your  Excellency  has 
any  particular  request  respecting  the  said  work.  I 
am,  with  the  greatest  deference  and  esteem,  your  Ex- 
cellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

William  Goddard* 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  4  July,  1785. 

My  dear  General, 
This  letter  will  be  delivered  by  the  celebrated  M. 
Houdon,  who   is   going,  for   your  statue,  to  America. 

*  See  the  answer  to  this  letter  in  Washington's  Writings,  Vol.  IX. 
p.  107. 


\ 


\ 


PRIVATE    LETTERS.  107 

Nothing  but  the  love  of  glory  and  his  respect  for  you 
could  induce  him  to  cross  the  seas,  as  his  business 
here  far  exceeds  his  leisure;  and  his  numerous  and 
gratified  friends  make  him  very  happy  at  home. 
These  circumstances  I  mention  as  a  farther  recom- 
mendation to  your  attentions.  As  I  am  writing  by 
the  same  opportunity,  I  will  only  add  a  tribute  of  the 
tender  love  and  grateful  respect,  [with  which]  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  General,  yours, 

Lafayette. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Paris,  10  July,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
Mr.  Houdon  would  much  sooner  have  had  the  ho- 
nor of  attending  you,  but  for  a  spell  of  sickness 
which  long  gave  us  to  despair  of  his  recovery,  and 
from  which  he  is  but  recently  recovered.  He  comes 
now  for  the  purpose  of  lending  the  aid  of  his  art  to 
transmit  you  to  posterity.  He  is  without  rivaJship  in 
it,  being  employed  from  all  parts  of  Europe  in  what- 
ever is  capital.  He  has  had  a  difficulty  to  withdraw 
himself  from  the  Empress  of  Russia;  a  difficulty, 
however,  which  arose  from  a  desire  to  show  her  re- 
spect, but  which  never  gave  him  a  moment's  hesita- 
tion about  his  present  voyage,  which  he  considers  as 
promising  the  brightest  chapter  of  his  history.  I 
have  spoke  of  him  as  an  artist  only;  but  I  can  as- 
sure you  also  that,  as  a  man,  he  is  disinterested,  ge- 
nerous, and  candid,  and  panting  after  glory ;  in  every 
circumstance,  meriting  your  good  opinion.  He  will 
have  need  to  see  you  much  while  he  shall  have  the 
honor   of  being  with  you,  which  you   can  the   more 
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freely  admit,  as  his  eminence  and  merit  give  hini 
admittance  into  genteel  societies  here.  He  will  need 
an  interpreter.  I  supposed  you  could  procure  some 
person  from  Alexandria,  who  might  be  agreeable  to 
yourself,  to  perform  this  office.  He  brings  with  him 
a  subordinate  workman  or  two,  who,  of  course,  will 
associate  with  their  own  class  only. 

On  receiving  the  favor  of  your  letter  of  February 
25th,  I  communicated  the  plan  for  clearing  the  Poto- 
mac, with  the  act  of  Assembly,  and  an  explanation 
of  its  probable  advantages,  to  Mr.  Brand,  whose  ac- 
quaintance and  connection  with  the  moneyed  men 
here,  enabled  him  best  to  try  its  success.  He  has 
done  so ;  but  to  no  end.  I  inclose  you  his  letter.  I 
am  pleased  to  hear,  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  sub- 
scriptions were  likely  to  be  filled  up  at  home.  This 
is  infinitely  better,  and  will  render  the  proceedings 
of  the  Companies  much  more  harmonious.  I  place  an 
immense  importance  to  my  own  country  on  this  chan- 
nel of  connection  with  the  new  Western  States.  I 
shall  continue  uneasy  till  I  know  that  Virginia  has 
assumed  her  ultimate  boundary  to  the  westward.  The 
late  example  of  the  State  of  Franklin  separated  from 
North  Carolina,  increases  my  anxieties  for  Virginia. 

The  confidence  you  are  so  good  as  to  place  in 
me,  on  the  subject  of  the  interest  lately  given  you 
by  Virginia,  in  the  Potomac  Company,  is  very  flat 
tering  to  me.  But  it  is  distressing,  also,  inasmuch 
as,  to  deserve  it,  it  obliges  me  to  give  my  whole 
opinion.  My  wishes  to  see  you  made  perfectly  easy, 
by  receiving  those  just  returns  of  gratitude  from  our 
country,  to  which  you  are  entitled,  would  induce 
me  to  be  contented  with  saying,  what  is  a  certain 
truth,  that  the  world  would  be  pleased  with  seeing 
them   heaped   on   you,  and   would   consider  your   re- 
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ceiving  them  as  no  derogation  from  your  reputation. 
But  I  must  own  that  the  declining  them  will  add  to 
that  reputation,  as  it  will  show  that  your  motives 
have  been  pure  and  without  alloy.  This  testimony, 
however,  is  not  wanting  either  to  those  who  know 
you  or  who  do  not  I  must  therefore  repeat,  that  I 
think  the  receiving  them  will  not,  in  the  least,  lessen 
the  respect  of  the  world,  if,  from  any  circumstances, 
they  would  be  convenient  to  you.  The  candor  of 
my  communication  will  find  its  justification,  I  know, 
with  you. 

A  tolerable  certainty  of  peace  leaves  little  interest- 
ing in  the  way  of  intelligence.  Holland  and  the 
Emperor  will  be  quiet  If  any  thing  is  brewing,  it 
is  between  the  latter  and  the  Porte.  Nothing  in 
prospect,  as  yet,  from  England.  We  shall  bring  them, 
however,  to  decision,  now  that  Mr.  Adams  is  received 
there.  I  wish  much  to  hear  that  the  canal  through 
the  Dismal  [Swamp]  is  resumed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,  &c, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM   THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Sarreguemines,  on  the  French  Frontier, 
14  July,  1785. 

My  dear  General, 

Before  I  leave  the  borders  of  France,  I  wish  once 
more  to  remind  you  of  your  absent  friend,  and  to  let 
you  know  that  I  am  well,  and  just  beginning  my 
German  march.  I  have  been  lately  visiting  some 
French  towns,  where  I  spoke  a  great  deal  about 
American  trade,  and  fully  answered  the  views  I  had 
the  honor  to  communicate  in  a  former  letter. 

VOL.  iv.  10 
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Now  I  am  on  my  way  to  the  Deux  Ponts,  where 
resides  our  friend,  the  future  Elector  of  Bavaria;  to 
Cassel,  where  I  shall  see  again  the  Hessian  regi- 
ments; to  Berlin,  where  I  am  told  Lord  Cornwallis 
is  also  going.  From  there,  I  shall  wait  on  the  King 
of  Prussia,  on  his  grand  manoeuvres  in  Silesia;  visit 
Saxony;  see  the  Austrian  camp  in  Bohemia;  pay 
my  respects  to  the  Emperor  at  Vienna;  return  to 
Berlin,  where  grand  manoeuvres  are  to  take  place  at 
the  end  of  September;  and,  after  I  have  on  my 
way  examined  all  the  fields  of  battle,  I  shall  return 
through  Holland,  and  be  again  in  Paris  by  the 
middle  of  October. 

This  letter,  my  dear  General,  goes  with  our  old 
friend  Dr.  Franklin,  who,  I  hope,  will  be  received 
with  that  respect  he  so  much  deserves.  It  will  be 
forwarded  by  his  grandson,  a  very  deserving  young 
man,  who  wishes  being  introduced  by  me  to  you; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  atten- 
tions. He  has  been  much  employed  in  public;  got 
nothing  by  it;  and,  as  the  Doctor  loves  him  better 
than  any  thing  in  the  world,  I  think  he  ought  to 
have  the  satisfaction  to  see  him  noticed  by  Congress. 
Tou  will  oblige  me  to  let  them  know  that  I  spoke 
to  you  my  mind  about  it. 

You  remember  an  idea,  which  I  imparted  to  you 
three  years  ago.  I  am  going  to  try  it  in  the  French 
colony  of  Cayenne,  but  will  write  more  fully  on  the 
subject  in  my  other  letters.  Nothing  new  now  in 
the  political  world.  War  is  far  at  a  distance.  Adieu, 
my  beloved  General.  My  most  affectionate  respects 
wait  on  Mrs.  Washington.  Remember  me  to  the 
young  ones,  to  my  Aid  George,  to  Mr.  Lund,  all  our 
friends,  and  particularly  to  Mrs.  Stuart  You  know 
my  heart,  my  dear  General,  and  I  need  not  add  the 
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assurances  of  the  filial  love,  respect,  and  gratitude, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with, 

Tour  devoted  friend, 

Lafayette. 

P.  S.     Gouvion  is    going  with   me,  and   has   the 
honor  to  present  his  respects  to  you. 


FROM  NOAH  WEBSTER,  JR. 

Baltimore,  18  July,  1785. 

Sir, 

If  the  request  I  am  now  to  make  should  need  any 
apology  but  such  as  will  naturally  be  suggested  by 
its  own  importance,  I  am  sure  it  will  find  it  in  your 
candor. 

The  favorable  reception  of  my  grammatical  publica- 
tion in  the  Northern  States,  has  induced  me  to  offer 
them  for  sale  in  the  Southern;  and  I  am  happy  to 
find  they  meet  the  approbation  of  those  literary  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  my  tour  to 
Charleston.  The  performance  may  possibly  appear, 
at  first  thought,  trifling;  and  yet,  as  containing  the 
rudiments  of  our  native  language,  the  foundation  of 
our  other  scientific  improvements,  it  doubtless  ought 
to  be  considered  as  extremely  important.  If  you, 
Sir,  view  it  in  the  latter  point  of  light,  and  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  examine  the  general  plan  and 
execution,  your  name,  as  a  patron  of  the  Institute, 
would  be  very  influential  in  introducing  it  to  notice 
in  these  States. 

I  should  be  very  unhappy  to  make  any  request,  a 
compliance  with  which  would  require  the  least  sacri- 
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fice  from  so  distinguished  a  character;  but  if  it  can 
be  done,  consistently  with  the  sentiments  of  your 
heart  and  the  delicacy  of  your  feelings,  the  addition 
of  your  name,  Sir,  to  the  catalogue  of  patrons,  will, 
I  vainly  hope,  be  a  continuation  of  your  public  util- 
ity, and  will  certainly  be  esteemed  a  singular  favor 
conferred  on  one  who  is  anxious  to  improve  the  lite- 
rature and  advance  the  prosperity  of  this  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,  &c, 

Noah  Webster,  Jr. 


FROM  WILLIAM   GRAYSON,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  25  July,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  inclosed  letters  were  handed  to  me  the  other 
day  by  young  Mr.  Adams,  son  of  Mr.  John  Adams, 
who  has  arrived  in  the  last  packet;  and,  no  private 
opportunity  offering,  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting them  by  post. 

Congress  are  informed,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams, 
that  he  has  been  introduced  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  in  due  form,  and  received  as  a  public  Minis- 
ter from  the  United  States  of  America.  They  have 
also  received  from  the  Commissioners  for  forming  com- 
mercial treaties,  projects  of  two  treaties ;  the  one  with 
the  King  of  Prussia,  the  other  with  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Tuscany.  The  former,  it  is  expected,  is  signed 
before  this  by  the  American  Ministers.  Don  Diego 
de  Gardoqui,  who  has  plenipotentiary  powers,  has 
been  received;  and  Congress  have  passed  a  commis- 
sion to  Mr.  Jay,  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  ne- 
gotiate with  Mm. 
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Congress  have  lately  paid  great  attention  to  the 
proposed  alteration  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Con- 
federation, and  it  has  been  debated  several  times.  I 
did  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  this  paper  some  time 
ago.  There  seem  to  be  three  opinions.  Some  are 
for  the  alteration  as  reported,  provided  eleven,  and 
not  nine  States,  have  the  exercise  of  the  powers. 
Others  are  for  forming  a  act,  and  submitting 

the  same  to  the  States.  A  third  opinion  is  against 
any  change  whatever.  I  expect,  after  the  subject  has 
been  thoroughly  investigated,  it  will,  by  consent,  be 
put  off  till  the  members  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
consulting  the  Legislatures.  The  requisition  for  the 
current  year  is  nearly  finished.  By  this  the  States 
are  called  upon  to  pay  three  millions  of  dollars,  that 
is,  one  million  in  specie,  and  two  millions  in  interest 
on  liquidated  certificates ;  the  whole  containing  a  pro- 
vision as  well  for  the  purposes  of  government  as  for 
the  interest  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt. 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  propositions  respecting  the 
coinage  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper,  which  are  at  pre- 
sent before  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,  &c, 

William  Grayson. 


FROM  JAMES  WARREN. 

Milton,  near  Boston,  9  September,  1785. 

Sir, 

When  I  review  the  scenes  I  passed  through  in  the 

course  of  a  revolution,  which  will  always  distinguish 

the   present   age,  I  reflect  with   great  pleasure   on 

those  which  took  place  when   I  was  [honored]  with 

10* 
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your  particular  friendship  and  confidence.  No  man 
has  preserved  a  more  uniform  esteem  and  respect  for 
you  than  I  have ;  and  if  it  is  my  fault  that  a  corres- 
pondence once  begun  was  not  continued,  it  was  more 
my  misfortune,  and  the  same  cause  which  produced 
both,  apologizes  for  the  first,  and  in  my  mind  has  al- 
leviated the  last.  I  did  fear  giving  you  trouble  and 
interruption,  when  I  knew  you  was  engaged  in  mat- 
ters of  great  magnitude,  importance,  and  difficulty. 
My  ambition  then  gave  place  to  the  feelings  of  regard 
and  friendship.  Mrs.  Washington's  letter  to  Mrs. 
Warren  gives  me  the  pleasure  of  thinking  I  still  pos- 
sess your  recollection,  and  encourages  me  to  write  to 
you,  at  a  time  when  you  have  more  leisure. 

The  war  has  ended  with  great  glory  and  advantage 
to  our  country;  and  while  I  congratulate  you  and 
America  on  this  event,  I  am  sorry  to  have  so  many 
reasons  to  deplore  that  want  of  justice,  public  spirit, 
and  good  policy,  which  are  necessary  to  make  a  pro- 
per improvement  of  them.  Our  finances  are  in  a 
wretched  situation,  and  public  credit  of  course  on  a 
bad  footing ;  and  these  may  finally  have  a  fatal  effect 
on  the  Union,  upon  which  every  thing  depends.  I 
am  fully  convinced  that  the  abilities  of  this  country, 
properly  exerted,  are  quite  equal  to  the  discharge  of 
the  present  debt,  and  the  provision  for  their  future 
security ;  and  I  wish,  exceedingly,  to  see  some  general 
measures  adopted  for  those  purposes.  For  my  own 
part,  I  could  be  willing  to  live  in  a  country,  so  am- 
ply provided  with  the  necessaries  and  conveniences 
of  life,  as  this  is,  with  little  or  no  foreign  trade ; 
but  commerce  has  become  so  necessary  to  the  power, 
greatness,  and  reputation  of  every  country,  that  it 
3  seems  to  claim  our   particular  attention,  at  least  in  a 

degree  subordinate  to  that  of  agriculture.    And  I  do 
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not  see  how  it  can  be  conducted,  without  being  sub- 
ject to  some  general  direction;  nor,  in  that  case,  can 
I  conceive  it  can  be  cultivated  to  advantage,  loaded 
and  fettered  with  those  illiberal  duties  and  restrictions, 
calculated  to  raise  a  revenue,  which  now  in  various 
degrees  employ  the  several  Legislatures,  and  distract 
the  whole  system. 

It  is,  notwithstanding,  some  consolation,  that,  how- 
ever the  politics  of  America  are  conducted,  if  not 
bad  in  the  extreme,  the  nature  of  things,  and  the 
prevailing  disposition  for  improvements,  will  make  us 
a  great  and  probably  happy  people.  Your  great  plan 
for  opening  a  large  and  extensive  inland  navigation 
in  Virginia,  will  be  to  future  generations  a  standing 
monument  of  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  the  present 
age.  And  while  they  enjoy  the  blessings  and  advan- 
tages derived  from  it,  they  must  recollect  with  grati- 
tude those  who  contrived  and  executed  it.  After  all, 
agriculture  is  the  great  basis  upon  which  the  whole 
fabric  of  greatness  and  happiness,  however  constructed 
and  put  together,  must  stand ;  and  it  aifords  no  small 
pleasure  to  see  such  a  spirit  of  inquiry  on  that  sub- 
ject prevailing.  A  laudable  example  is  seen  in  Phila- 
delphia. Some  such  measures  are  thought  of  here; 
and,  although  I  hear  nothing  of  that  particular  kind 
from  Virginia,  I  presume  Mount  Vernon  can  exhibit 
many  instances  of  improvement,  beneficial  to  the 
country. 

I  have  always  flattered  myself  with  hopes  of  see- 
ing you  in  the  Massachusetts  after  the  return  of  peace. 
May  I  still  expect  that  pleasure  ?  Mrs.  Warren  joins 
me  in  respects  and  compliments  to  your  lady  and 
yourself. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c,  &c. 

James  Warren. 
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FROM   THE  MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Vienna,  3  September,  1785. 

My  dear  General, 

This  letter  has  been  requested  of  me  as  an  intro- 
duction for  M.  Andr6  Michaux,  whom,  for  many  rea- 
sons, I  am  happy  to  present  In  the  first  place  I 
know  you  will  be  glad  to  know  a  man  whose  genius 
has  raised  him  among  the  scientific  people,  and  who, 
as  a  botanist,  has,  at  his  own  expense,  travelled 
through  countries  very  little  known.  He  now  is  sent 
by  the  King  to  America,  in  order  to  know  the  trees, 
the  seeds,  and  every  kind  of  natural  production, 
whose  growth  may  be  either  curious  or  useful;  and 
for  them  the  king  will  set  up  a  nursery  at  a  country 
seat  of  his,  which  he  is  very  fond  of.  I  am  the 
more  pleased  with  the  plan,  as  it  opens  a  new  chan- 
nel of  intercourse  and  mutual  good  offices  between 
the  two  nations.  I  beg,  my  dear  General,  you  will 
patronize  this  gentleman,  and  I  much  want  it  to  be 
said  in  France,  that  he  has  been  satisfied  with  his 
reception  in  America. 

I  have  been  visiting  the  Prussian  army,  and  now 
am  in  the  Austrian  capital.  I  had,  but  an  hour 
ago,  a  long  conversation  with  the  Emperor  upon  the 
United  States,  and  the  American  trade,  in  which  I 
took  care  properly  to  answer  his  questions.  Every- 
where I  enjoy  the  unspeakable  pleasure  to  hear  my 
beloved  General  spoken  of  with  that  respect  he  so 
well  deserves. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General.  My  best  respects  wait 
on  Mrs.  Washington.  Remember  me  to  the  young 
ones.    Most  respectfully  and  affectionately,  yours, 

Lafayette. 
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FROM  L.   W.   OTTO. 

New  York,  1  October,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  Court  having  thought  proper  to  promote  M.  de 
Marbois  to  the  Intendancy  of  Hispaniola,  has,  at  the 
same  time,  intrusted  me  with  the  place  he  had  the 
honor  to  occupy,  near  the  United  States  of  America. 
It  is  peculiarly  flattering  to  me,  in  this  circumstance, 
to  have  the  advantage  of  a  former  acquaintance  with 
your  Excellency;  and  I  take  hold  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  recall  myself  to  your  kind  remembrance. 

On  my  return  to  France,  I  have  been  a  witness  of 
the  anxiety,  with  which  all  orders  of  citizens  expect- 
ed your  arrival  there.  The  Court  equally  expressed 
the  warmest  desire  to  receive  a  man,  who  has  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  present,  and  will  deserve  that 
of  future,  ages.  Many  personal  friends  you  would 
have  met  with,  in  a  country  so  closely  united  with 
your  own,  and  which  seems  to  be  equally  indebted 
to  your  exertions  for  the  tranquillity  and  happiness 
it  now  enjoys.  Amongst  these,  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne  is  perhaps  the  most  devoted  to  your  Excel- 
lency. He  enjoined  me  particularly  to  remember  him 
to  you,  and  to  assure  you  that  on  his  return  to 
America,  which  will  probably  take  place  next  spring, 
he  will  be  extremely  flattered  to  renew  his  former 
intimacy.  If,  in  the  mean  while,  I  can  be  of  any 
[use]  to  you  at  New  York,  or  in  France,  I  beg  of  you 
to  dispose  of  my  feeble  services,  and  to  be  persuaded 
that,  in  affording  me  such  an  opportunity,  you  confer 
upon  me  the  most  flattering  favor. 

With  great  respect,  &c,  &c, 

L.  W.  Otto. 
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FROM  BENJAMIN  TUPPER. 

Pittebuig,  20  October,  1785. 

Dear  General, 

We  have  just  returned  to  this  place  from  an  un- 
successful attempt  to  survey  the  western  territory. 
Colonel  Parker,  who  will  deliver  this,  will  be  able  to 
inform  your  Excellency  of  the  reasons  of  our  not  suc- 
ceeding agreeably  to  our  wishes.  I  am  greatly  charm- 
ed with  the  country.  It  exceeds  any  I  ever  saw, 
and  I  know  of  nothing  that  will  prevent  me  com- 
mencing one  of  the  first  adventures  in  that  delight- 
ful country.  I  intend,  on  my  return,  to  consult  with 
General  Putnam,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  fall  upon 
some  plan  to  engage  a  number  of  our  friends  to 
join  in  a  scheme  so  interesting  as  that  of  settling  in 
that  garden  of  America.  One  thing  that  will  induce 
me  to  settle  in  that  country,  is  that  your  Excellency 
promises  to  honor  us  with  a  visit,  which  I  shall  set 
more  by  than  the  interest  I  possess  in  Massachusetts. 

I  hope  these  will  find  your  Excellency  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  happiness  human  nature  is  capable  of. 
Colonel  Sherman,  Captain  Martin,  and  the  surveyors 
with  us,  desire  their  most  dutiful  regards  to  your 
Excellency.  Please  to  present  mine  to  your  lady, 
and  to  Mr.  Washington  and  his  lady. 

Dear  General,  some  of  your  friends  may  exceed 
me  in  expressions  of  regard,  but  believe  me  when  I 
assure  your  Excellency  that  no  one  can  exceed  in 
affection, 

Your  Excellency's,  &c,  &c, 

Benjamin  Tupper. 
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FROM  JAMES  MADISON. 

Richmond,  11  November,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  29th  ultimo  on  Thurs- 
day. That  by  Colonel  Lee  had  been  previously  de- 
livered. Your  letter  for  the  Assembly  was  laid  before 
them  yesterday.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  was 
received  with  every  sentiment  which  could  correspond 
with  yours.  Nothing  passed,  from  which  any  conjec- 
ture could  be  formed  as  to  the  objects  which  would 
be  most  pleasing  for  the  appropriation  of  the  fund. 
The  disposition  is,  I  am  persuaded,  much  stronger  to 
acquiesce  in  your  choice,  whatever  it  may  be,  than  to 
lead  or  anticipate  it;  and  I  see  no  inconveniency  in 
your  taking  time  for  a  choice  that  will  please  your- 
self The  letter  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  which 
will,  no  doubt,  make  such  report  as  will  give  effect 
to  your  wishes. 

Our  session  commenced,  very  inauspiciously,  with  a 
contest  for  the  Chair,  which  was  followed  by  a  rigid 
scrutiny  into  Mr.  Harrison's  election  in  his  county. 
He  gained  the  Chair  by  a  majority  of  six  votes,  and 
retained  his  seat  by  a  majority  of  still  fewer.  His 
residence  was  the  point  on  which  the  latter  question 
turned.  Doctor  Lee's  election  was  questioned  on  a 
similar  point,  and  was  also  established;  but  it  was 
held  to  be  vitiated  by  his  acceptance  of  a  lucrative 
post  under  the  United  States.  The  House  have  en- 
gaged, with  some  alacrity,  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Revised  Code,  prepared  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Pendle- 
ton, and  Mr.  Wythe.  The  present  temper  promises 
an  adoption  of  it,  in  substance.  The  greatest  danger 
arises  from  its  length,  compared  with  the  patience  of 
the  members.    If  it   is  persisted  in,  it  must  exclude 
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several  matters  which  are  of  moment;  but,  I  hope, 
only  for  the  present  Assembly.  The  pulse  of  the 
House  of  Delegates  was  felt  on  Thursday  with  regard 
to  a  general  manumission,  by  a  petition  presented  on 
that  subject  It  was  rejected  without  dissent;  but 
not  without  an  avowed  patronage  of  its  principles  by 
sundry  respectable  members.  A  motion  was  made  to 
throw  it  under  the  table,  which  was  treated  with  as 
much  indignation,  on  one  side,  as  the  petition  itself 
was  on  the  other.  There  are  several  petitions  before 
the  House  against  any  step  towards  freeing  the  slaves, 
and  even  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  which  li- 
censes particular  manumissions. 

The  merchants  of  several  of  our  towns  have  made 
representations  on  the  distresses  of  our  commerce, 
which  have  raised  the  question  whether  relief  shall 
be  attempted  by  a  reference  to  Congress,  or  by  mea- 
sures within  our  own  compass.  On  a  pretty  full  dis- 
cussion it  was  determined,  by  a  large  majority,  that 
the  power  over  trade  ought  to  be  vested  in  Congress, 
under  certain  qualifications.  If  the  qualifications  sug- 
gested, and  no  others,  should  be  annexed,  I  think 
they  will  not  be  subversive  of  the  principle,  though 
they  will,  no  doubt,  lessen  its  utility.  The  Speaker, 
Mr.  M.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Braxton,  are  the  champions 
against  Congress.  Mr.  Thurston  and  Mr.  White  have 
since  come  in;  and,  I  fancy,  I  may  set  down  both  as 
auxiliaries.  They  are,  however,  not  a  little  puzzled 
by  the  difficulty  of  substituting  any  practicable  regu- 
lations within  ourselves.  Mr.  Braxton  proposed  two, 
that  did  not  much  aid  his  side  of  the  question.  The 
first  was,  that  all  British  vessels  from  the  West  Indies 
should  be  excluded  from  our  ports;  the  second,  that 
no  merchant  should  carry  on  trade  here  until  he 
should  have  been  a  resident  years. 
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Unless  some  plan,  freer  from  objection,  can  be  de- 
vised for  this  State,  its  patrons  will  be  reduced  clear- 
ly to  the  dilemma  of  acceding  to  a  general  one,  or 
leaving  our  trade  under  all  its  present  embarrass- 
ments. There  has  been  some  little  skirmishing,  on 
the  ground  of  public  faith,  which  leads  me  to  hope 
that  its  friends  have  less  to  fear  than  was  surmised. 
The  assize  and  port  bills  have  not  yet  been  awak- 
ened. The  Senate  will  make  a  House  to-day  for  the 
first  time. 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  regard,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  dear  Sir,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 

P.  S.  Inclosed,  herewith,  are  two  Reports  from  the 
Commissioners  for  examining  the  head  of  James  Ri- 
ver, &c,  and  the  ground  between  the  waters  of  Eliza- 
beth  River  and  North  Carolina;  also,  a  sensible  pam- 
phlet said  to  be  written  by  St.  George  Tucker,  of 
this  State. 


FROM   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

23  November,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

Major  Fairly  is  just  setting  out  on  a  visit  to  you; 
I  believe,  on  some  business  relating  to  the  Cincinnati. 
The  Society  of  this  State  met  some  short  time  since, 
and  took  into  consideration  the  proposed  alterations 
in  the  original  frame  of  the  Institution.  Some  were 
strenuous  for  adhering  to  the  old  Constitution,  a  few 
for  adopting  the  new,  and  many  for  a  middle  line. 
This  disagreement  of  opinion,  and  the  consideration 
that  the  different  State  Societies  pursuing  different 
courses,  some  adopting  the  alterations  entire,  others 

vol.  rv.  11 
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rejecting  them  in  the  same  way,  others  adopting  in 
part  and  rejecting  in  part,  might  beget  confusion  and 
defeat  good  purposes, — induced  a  proposal,  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  that  a  Committee  should  be 
appointed  to  prepare  and  lay  before  the  Society  a 
circular  letter,  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Society 
on  the  different  alterations  proposed,  and  recommend- 
ing the  giving  powers  to  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Cincinnati  to  make  such  alterations  as  might  be  thought 
advisable,  to  obviate  objections  and  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Society.  I  believe  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  agreeing  to  change  the  present  mode  of  con- 
tinuing the  Society;  but  it  appears  to  be  the  wish  of 
our  members,  that  some  other  mode  may  be  defined 
and  substituted,  and  that  it  might  not  be  left  to  the 
uncertainty  of  legislative  provision.  We  object,  too, 
to  putting  the  funds  under  legislative  direction.  In- 
deed, it  appears  to  us,  the  Legislatures  will  not,  at 
present,  be  inclined  to  give  us  any  sanction. 

I  am  of  the  Committee,  and  I  cannot  but  flatter 
myself  that,  when  the  object  is  better  digested  and 
more  fully  explained,  it  will  meet  your  approbation. 

The  poor  Baron  is  still  soliciting  Congress,  and  has 
every  prospect  of  indigence  before  him.  He  has  his 
imprudences;  but,  upon  the  whole,  he  has  rendered 
valuable  services ;  and  his  merits,  and  the  reputation 
of  the  country,  alike  demand  that  he  should  not  be 
left  to  suffer  want.  If  there  could  be  any  mode  by 
which  your  influence  could  be  employed  in  his  favor, 
by  writing  to  your  friends  in  Congress,  or  otherwise, 
the  Baron  and  his  friends  would  be  under  great  obli- 
gations to  you.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere 
esteem, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 
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FROM  BENJAMIN  LINCOLN. 


Boston,  4  January,  1786. 

I  have  since  my  return,  my  dear  General,  been 
looking,  agreeably  to  your  request,  among  my  young 
friends,  to  see  whether  I  could  find  among  them  one 
who  would  answer  your  purpose  as  a  private  Secre- 
tary, &c,  &c.  I  have  at  last  found  a  Mr.  Lear,  who 
supports  the  character  of  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar. 
He  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  in  this  State.  Since 
he  left  college  he  has  been  in  Europe  and  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  this  Continent  It  is  said  that  he  is  a 
good  master  of  language ;  he  reads  French,  and  writes 
an  exceeding  good  letter;  that  his  abilities  are  sur- 
passed by  few,  and  his  integrity  .by  none.  From  the 
best  information  I  can  obtain,  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  you  will  find  him  the  man  you  described. 
For  a  more  particular  account  of  character  and  intel- 
lect, I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  inclosed  letter 
from  my  son  to  me.  He  has  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Lear.  If  you  should  now  be  in  want  of  his 
services,  he  will,  by  the  first  opportunity,  join  your 
Excellency's  family. 

The  Council  of  the  American  Academy  have  had  a 
meeting  here  this  day.  Among  other  communications 
we  had  a  very  interesting  one  from  the  Reverend 
Mr.  West,  of  Dartmouth,  a  gentleman  of  great  abili- 
ties and  extensive  information.  He  wrote  on  the 
subject  of  extracting,  by  a  simple  machine,  without 
the  use  of  fire,  fresh  water  from  salt  He  informed 
the  Academy  that  he  was  admitted  into  the  secret 
by  the  original  inventor  of  the  operation,  and  that 
they  are  now  attempting  some  improvements  upon  it 
However,  thus  far  they  had  reduced  the  matter  to  a 
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certainty,  that  three  gallons  of  good  fresh  water  could 
be  extracted  from  a  certain  quantity  of  sea  water  (I 
think  a  barrel)  in  seventy  or  eighty  minutes.  He 
hoped,  by  some  little  amendments  they  were  attempt- 
ing, that  double  that  quantity  would  be  produced  in 
the  same  time.  Should  they  never  improve  upon  the 
present  discovery,  it  must  be  considered  as  a  very 
important  one.  With  great  esteem  and  regard, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Benjamin  Lincoln. 


FROM  EDMUND   RANDOLPH. 

Richmond,  4  January,  1786. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  I  return  to  you  the  papers  which  accom- 
panied your  favor  of  the  25th  ultimo.  It  did  not 
reach  me  until  yesterday  morning,  when  I  submitted 
the  whole  to  the  Assembly.  But  the  approach  of 
the  session  to  an  end,  forbids  them  to  take  up  new 
business.  The  day  after  to-morrow  is  fixed  for  their 
departure,  and  much  of  what  is  now  before  them 
must  be  left  incomplete.  I  am  therefore  desired,  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  Delegates,  to  send  the  papers  to 
you,  and  to  assure  you  that  the  Assembly  are  fully 
sensible  of  your  readiness  to  embrace  every  oppor- 
tunity to  improve  the  manufactures  of  our  country. 
You  know,  Sir,  that  the  Executive  cannot  give  an 
establishment,  or  even  aid,  to  M.  de  la  Valine,  with- 
out the  approbation  of  the  Legislature. 

Although  I  was  compelled,  by  duty,  to  lay  before 
the  Council  your  answer  to  my  notification  of  your 
appointment  to  Philadelphia,  I  was  happy  to  find 
them    concurring   with    me   in   the    propriety  of    en- 
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treating  you  not  to  decide  on  a  refusal  immediately. 
Perhaps  the  obstacles  now  in  view  may  be  removed 
before  May;  and  the  nomination  of  a  successor,  if 
necessary  at  all,  will  be  as  effectually  made  some 
time  hence  as  now.  Perhaps,  too  (and  indeed  I  fear 
the  event),  every  other  consideration  may  seem  of 
little  weight,  when  compared  with  the  crisis  which 
may  then  hang  over  the  United  States.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  you  will  excuse  me  for  holding  up 
your  letter  for  the  present,  and  waiting  until  time 
shall  disclose  the  result  of  the  commotions  now  pre- 
vailing.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  &c, 

Edmund  Randolph. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  10  February,  1786. 

The  inclosed,  my  dear  General,  is  a  vocabulary 
which  the  Empress  of  Russia  has  requested  me  to 
have  filled  up  with  Indian  names,  as  she  has  ordered 
a  universal  dictionary  to  be  made  of  all  languages. 
It  would  greatly  oblige  her  to  collect  the  words  she 
sends,  translated  into  the  several  idioms  of  the  na- 
tions on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  Presley  Neville, 
and  Morgan,  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  General  Muhlenberg, 
in  Fayette  county,  and  our  other  friends,  would  un- 
dertake it  for  us,  and  would  be  very  attentive  to  ac- 
curacy. I  beg  your  pardon,  my  dear  General,  for  the 
trouble  I  give  you,  but  have  been  so  particularly  ap- 
plied to  that  I  cannot  dispense  with  paying  great 
attention  to  the  business. 

This  goes  with  so  long  an  epistle  of  mine,  that  I 
11* 
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shall  only  present  you   here  with   my  best  love  and 
wishes;  and  I  am,  my  dear  General, 

Your  respectful  and  tender  friend, 

Lafayette. 


FROM   HENRY   LEE,   IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  16  February,  1786. 

My  dear  General, 

Ydu  desired  to  hear  from  me,  now  and  then,  when 
I  left  Virginia,  I  obey  your  wishes  with  pleasure, 
and  must  assure  you  that  I  continue  to  feel  the  same 
unabating  zeal  to  administer  to  your  happiness  which 
my  public  duty  formerly  commanded  from  me.  I 
wish  that  my  communications  may  be  always  agreea- 
ble. I  apprehend  your  solicitude  for  the  honor  and 
prosperity  of  a  nation  formed  under  your  auspices, 
will  illy  relish  intelligence  ominous  of  its  destruction. 
But,  so  circumstanced  is  the  Federal  Government,  that 
its  death  cannot  be  very  far  distant,  unless  immedi- 
ate and  adequate  exertions  are  made  by  the  several 
States. 

The  period  is  hurrying  on,  when  no  longer  delay 
can  be  permitted.  The  late  returns  from  the  Conti- 
nental Receivers,  in  the  different  States,  prove  unani- 
mity in  one  point  among  the  members  of  the  Union, 
—  no  money.  Congress,  impressed  with  the  lament- 
able effects  which  await  the  United  States,  from  their 
adherence  to  temporary  and  disunited  exertions,  again 
have  addressed  the  States.  I  inclose  it  If  success 
attends,  we  may  divert  the  evils  which  menace  our 
existence,  and  may  still  enjoy  that  happiness  which 
we  so  arduously  contended  for.  But,  should  the  same 
supineness  continue  in  our  counsels,  and  jealousy,  in- 
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stead  of  patriotism,  direct  the  measures  of  our  Go- 
vernments, consequences  most  distressing  must  cer- 
tainly ensue.  Part  of  the  principal  of  our  foreign 
loans  is  due  next  year,  and  no  certain  means  yet  de- 
vised to  pay  even  the  interest. 

Our  agents  have  arrived  in  Morocco  and  Algiers, 
and  we  have  some  hopes  that  their  negotiations  may 
be  successful. 

It  is  very  doubtful,  how  our  Commissioners  may 
succeed  with  the  Indians.  We  have  too  much  reason 
to  fear  a  war,  which,  among  other  evils,  will  increase 
our  finance  embarrassments.  People  here  are  very 
inquisitive  about  the  progress  of  the  Potomac  naviga- 
tion. The  moment  that  business  wears  the  prospect 
of  certainty,  rich  emigrants  from  all  the  Eastern 
States  will  flock  to  our  towns.  The  Assembly  of  this 
State  are  in  session,  and  will  emit  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  in  paper.  They  are  violent  enemies  to 
the  impost;  and,  I  fear,  even  the  impending  and  ap- 
proaching dangers  to  the  existence  of  the  Union  will 
not  move  them.  Please  to  present  my  respects  to 
Mrs.  Washington,  and  accept  the  best  wishes  of 

Henry  Lee,  Jr. 


FROM   JOHN   JAY. 

New  York,  2  March,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 
At  and  for  some  time  after  the  arrival  of  your 
kind  and  friendly  letter  by  Mr.  Taylor,  official  busi- 
ness obliged  me  to  postpone  writing  the  letters  due 
to  my  private  correspondents.  In  December,  a  young 
man,  under  the  influence  of  more  important  advisers, 
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made  an  attack  in  the  papers,  which  rendered  the 
publication  of  my  correspondence  with  him  expedient 
The  first  edition  being  replete  with  errors  of  the 
press,  a  second  became  indispensable ;  and,  from  the 
moment  of  the  attack,  I  concluded  to  delay  answer- 
ing your  letter  until  I  could  transmit  with  it  a  pro- 
per state  of  facts.  A  new  edition  has  just  been  com- 
pleted, and  I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  a  copy  of 
it  with  this. 

Now,  my  dear  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  and  very  sin- 
cerely, that  no  letter  since  my  return  has  given  me 
more  pleasure  than  yours.  As  civilities,  like  true  and 
counterfeit  coins,  are  sometimes  difficult  to  distin- 
guish, and  as  commendation,  having  no  intrinsic  va- 
lue, borrows  the  chief  of  its  worth  from  the  merit 
of  those  who  bestow  it,  I  feel,  on  this  occasion,  all 
the  satisfaction  which  can  result  from  approbation 
under  the  most  advantageous  circumstances.  An  ap- 
prehension that  this  letter  may  not  reach  the  post- 
office  in  time,  presses  me  not  to  enlarge  at  present 
Mrs.  Jay,  whose  best  wishes  you  enjoy,  desires  me 
to  tell  you  so,  and,  with  me,  requests  the  favor  of 
you  to  present  the  like  to  Mrs.  Washington, 

With  perfect  esteem  and  attachment,  I  am,  &c, 

John  Jay. 


FROM  EDMUND   RANDOLPH. 

Richmond,  2  March,  1786. 


Dear  Sir, 

The  delay  which  has  hitherto  occurred  in  transmit- 
ting to  you  the  inclosed  proceedings,  will  be  ascribed, 
I  hope,  to  its  true  causes;  one  of  which  will  be 
found  in  my  last  letter,  and  the   other,  in  the  daily 
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expectation  of  Mr.  Ross's  visit  to  Mount  Vernon,  in 
pursuance  of  our  resolution  of  the  8th  of  December, 
1785.  You  may  possibly  be  surprised,  that  a  work, 
which  has  already  expended  a  considerable  sum  of 
money,  should  be  delineated  in  so  few  words  as  the 
copies  now  sent  contain.  But  I  beg  leave  to  inform 
you,  that  we  have  detailed,  in  the  execution,  almost 
the  whole  of  the  resolutions. 

For  example;  we  have  procured  the  ascertainment 
of  a  precise  point  to  which  the  navigation  is  to  be 
extended,  Crow's  Ferry  being  now  established  as 
such.  We  are  authorized  to  borrow  money  at  six 
per  cent,  and  to  extend  the  number  of  shares.  In- 
experienced as  we  were,  we  yet  conceived  that  our 
duty  called  for  an  examination  of  the  ground  be- 
tween Richmond  and  Westham.  The  difficulties  seem- 
ed greater  than  we  at  first  apprehended.  As  soon 
as  the  report  is  prepared  by  a  more  skilftd  hand 
than  we  affect  to  be,  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you. 

The  old  books  of  subscriptions  are  not  complete,  as 
I  supposed  when  I  wrote  to  you  last  Seven  shares 
are  still  unoccupied,  of  which  we  shall  reserve  the 
five  which  you  wished  for  yourself.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  engage  any  other  labor  than  that  of  blacks; 
and  this  necessity  has  obliged  us  to  bring  the  la- 
borers into  actual  service  earlier,  perhaps,  than  we 
should  have  done  in  the  present  state  of  our  imper- 
fect knowledge  of  canals.  But  the  subscribers  would 
have  been  dissatisfied,  had  we  not  begun  in  the 
course  of  this  year;  and  negroes,  you  know,  Sir, 
must  be  hired  in  January  at  farthest. 

Concerning  our  progress  in  this  great  business,  our 
plans,  and  future  expectations,  we  beg  you  to  inquire 
of  James  Harris,  our  Manager,  who  will  deliver  this 
letter.     He  is  a  quaker,  of  good  character  as  a  man, 
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and  a  mechanic,  formed  by  nature  for  the  manage- 
ment of  water,  when  applied  to  mills.  He  has  added 
nothing  to  his  natural  turn  by  the  view  of  any  great 
works.  We  therefore  request,  if  you  see  no  impro- 
priety, that  you  would  give  him  such  a  passport  to 
the  Potomac  works,  as  will  enable  him  to  get  a 
thorough  insight  into  what  is  there  projected.  You 
perceive  that  Mr.  Ross  was  originally  intended  to  be 
sent  to  Mount  Vernon  for  this  purpose  j  but  he  has 
been,  for  a  length  of  time,  under  a  severe  disease, 
and  is  not  yet  restored.  The  office  of  subordinate 
Manager,  mentioned  in  one  of  the  resolutions,  does 
not  exist;  it  being  swallowed  up  in  that  of  Mr. 
Harris.  It  is  not  improbable  that  Mr.  Harris  may 
continue  his  journey  to  the  Susquehanna  Canal.  If 
so,  we  shall  thank  you  to  furnish  him  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  being  employed  by  the  James  River  Com- 
pany, in  any  manner  which  may  appear  most  likely 
to  introduce  him  into  an  acquaintance  with  those  of 
that  scheme  who  may  be  most  intelligent. 

Thus,  my  dear  Sir,  I  have  written  to  you,  at  the 
desire  of  my  brethren  in  office,  a  tedious  account  of 
our  operations.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  return  to 
the  contemplation  of  private  friendship,  and  to  assure 
you  that  I  am  always, 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  yours,  &c, 

Edmund  Randolph. 


FROM   JOHN  JAY. 

New  York,  16  March,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 
Under  the  same  cover  with   my  letter  to   you   of 
the  2d  instant,  I  transmitted  a  pamphlet,  in  which  I 
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have  since  remarked  the  errors  mentioned  in   the  in- 
closed printed  paper. 

Although  you  have  wisely  retired  from  public  em- 
ployments, and  calmly  view,  from  the  temple  of  fame, 
the  various  exertions  of  that  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence which  Providence  has  enabled  you  to  be  so 
greatly  and  gloriously  instrumental  in  securing  to 
your  country,  yet  I  am  persuaded  you  cannot  view 
them  with  the  eye  of  an  unconcerned  spectator.  Ex- 
perience has  pointed  out  errors  in  our  National  Go- 
vernment, which  call  for  correction,  and  which  threat- 
en to  blast  the  fruit  we  expected  from  our  "Tree 
of  Liberty."  The  Convention,  proposed  by  Virginia, 
may  do  some  good,  and  would  perhaps  do  more,  if 
it  comprehended  more  objects.  An  opinion  begins  to 
prevail,  that  a  General  Convention  for  revising  the 
articles  of  Confederation  would  be  expedient  Whe- 
ther the  people  are  yet  ripe  for  such  a  measure,  or 
whether  the  system  proposed  to  be  attained  by  it,  is 
only  to  be  expected  from  calamity  and  commotion,  is 
difficult  to  ascertain.  I  think  we  are  in  a  delicate 
situation,  and  a  variety  of  considerations  and  circum- 
stances give  me  uneasiness.  It  is  in  contemplation 
to  take  measures  for  forming  a  General  Convention. 
The  plan  is  not  matured.  If  it  should  be  well  con- 
certed, and  take  effect,  I  am  fervent  in  my  wishes 
that  it  may  comport  with  the  line  of  life  you  have 
marked  out  for  yourself,  to  favor  your  country  with 
your  counsels  on  such  an  important  and  single  occa- 
sion. I  suggest  this  merely  as  a  hint  for  considera- 
tion ;  and  am,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
Yours,  &c, 

John  Jay. 
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FROM   WILLIAM   GRAYSON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  27  May,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  should  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to 
you  sooner,  if  any  thing  had  occurred  at  this  place 
worth  communicating.  There  has  been  a  great  dearth 
of  foreign  news,  and,  till  within  a  short  time,  the  re- 
presentation has  been  so  thin  as  to  render  it  imprac- 
ticable for  Congress  to  undertake  any  matter  of  im- 
portance, although  there  are  many  which  require  their 
serious  attention.  Of  late,  there  has  been  a  tolerably 
full  representation;  but  the  time  of  Congress  has  been 
chiefly  taken  up  with  an  investigation  of  the  Connect- 
icut cession  of  western  territory. 

That  State,  some  time  ago,  offered  to  cede  all  her 
claim  to  western  territory  within  the  following  limits; — 
beginning  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  westward 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
forty-second  degree,  extending  north  as  far  as  two 
minutes  of  the  forty-third,  west  to  the  Mississippi, 
the  meanders  thereof  the  same  breadth ;  east  to  the 
beginning,  reserving  out  of  this  cession  the  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  between  the  ceded  lands  and 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
same.  This  cession  was  at  first  much  opposed,  but 
Congress  have  at  length  agreed  to  accept  it,  when- 
ever the  Delegates  of  that  State  shall  be  authorized 
to  make  a  proper  deed ;  the  consequence  of  which 
is,  I  apprehend,  a  clear  loss  of  about  six  millions  of 
acres  to  the  United  States,  which  had  been  already 
ceded  by  Virginia  and  New  York;  for  the  Assembly 
of  Connecticut,  now  sitting,  will  unquestionably  open 
a  Land-Office,  and  the  Federal  Constitution  has  not 
given  a  Court  in  this  instance. 
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The  advocates  for  this  measure  urged,  in  favor  of 
its  adoption,  that  the  claim  of  a  powerful  State,  al- 
though unsupported  by  right,  was,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, a  disagreeable  thing,  and  that  sacrifices 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  public  tranquillity,  as  well 
as  to  acquire  an  indisputable  titte  to  the  residue ; 
that  Connecticut  would  settle  it  immediately  with 
emigrants  well  disposed  to  the  Union,  who  would  form 
a  barrier  not  only  against  the  British,  but  the  Indian 
tribes  upon  the  Wabash  and  Lake  Michigan;  that  the 
thick  settlement  they  would  immediately  form,  would 
enhance  the  value  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  facili- 
tate emigrations  thereto. 

Some  alterations  have  been  made  lately  in  the 
land  ordinance.  The  Surveyors  are  now  allowed  to 
survey  by  the  magnetic  meridian,  and  are  limited  to 
the  territory  lying  southward  of  the  east  and  west 
line,  as  described  in  the  said  ordinance;  the  navigar 
ble  waters  and  the  carrying-places  between  them  are 
made  common  highways,  and  forever  free  to  the  At- 
lantic States,  as  well  as  any  new  States  that  may 
be  created,  without  any  tax  or  impost  therefor.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  change  the  system  altogether, 
but  negatived.  Indeed,  the  Eastern  States,  and  some 
others,  are  so  much  attached  to  it,  that  I  am  satis- 
fied no  material  alteration  can  ever  be  effected.  The 
Geographer  and  Surveyors  have  directions  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  carry  the  ordinance  into  execution, 
which,  I  presume,  they  will  execute,  provided  the  In- 
dians will  permit  them,  of  which,  however,  I  have 
very  great  doubts. 

Mr.  Adams  has  informed  Congress,  by  letters  late- 
ly received,  that  he  has  made  a  demand  of  the  posts, 
and  has  been  refused.  The  Marquis  of  Carmarthen 
has  given,  as  a  reason  for  the  refusal,  that  many  of 
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the  States  in  the  Union  have  violated  the  treaty  with 
respect  to  the  debts;  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
will  comply  with  his  engagements,  when  the  States 
shall  show  a  disposition  to  perform  their  part  of  the 
contract  respecting  this  matter.  The  States  not  in- 
cluded in  the  accusation  are  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware.  I 
beg  leave  to  inform  you,  confidentially,  that  there  does 
not  appear,  at  present,  the  most  distant  prospect  of 
forming  a  treaty  either  with  Spain  or  Great  Britain; 
that  the  treaty  with  Portugal  is  in  a  proper  train; 
that  peace  can  be  procured  with  Tripoli  and  Tunis 
on  reasonable  terms,  that  is,  for  thirty-three  thousand 
guineas  each ;  and  probably  with  Morocco  and  Algiers 
for  double  that  sum,  respectively,  if  money  can  be 
loaned  in  Holland  for  that  purpose.  The  late  treaty 
with  Algiers  cost  Spain  one  million  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Washington ;  and  I  remain, 
with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  &c, 

William  Grayson. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY. 

Philadelphia,  27  Jane,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

Being  deputed,  by  the  Church  Convention  of  New 
York,  to  attend  a  general  one,  convened  here,  I 
brought  with  me  your  obliging  letter  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  that  I  might  devote  the  first  leisure  hour  to 
the  pleasure  of  answering  it. 

Congress  having  freed  the  papers,  of  which  the  in- 
closed are  copies,  from  injunctions  of  secrecy,  and  per- 
mitted the  Delegates  to  make  and  send  extracts  from 
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them  to  their  different  States,  I  think  myself  at 
liberty  to  transmit  copies  to  you.  These  papers  have 
been  referred  to  me.  Some  of  the  facts  are  inaccu- 
rately stated,  and  improperly  colored;  but  it  is  too 
true  that  the  treaty  has  been  violated.  On  such  oc- 
casions, I  think  it  better  fairly  to  confess  and  correct 
errors,  than  attempt  to  deceive  ourselves  and  others 
by  fallacious,  though  plausible,  palliations  and  excuses. 
To  oppose  popular  prejudices,  to  censure  the  proceed- 
ings, and  expose  the  improprieties  of  States,  is  an 
unpleasant  task;  but  it  must  be  done. 

Our  affairs  seem  to  lead  to  some  crisis;  some  revo- 
lution ;  something  that  I  cannot  foresee,  or  coiyecttire. 
I  am  uneasy  and  apprehensive ;  more  so  than  during 
the  war.  Then  we  had  a  fixed  object,  and,  though 
the  means  and  time  of  attaining  it  were  often  pro- 
blematical, yet  I  did  firmly  believe  that  we  should 
ultimately  succeed,  because  I  was  convinced  that  jus- 
tice was  with  us.  The  case  is  now  altered.  We  are 
going  and  doing  wrong ;  and  therefore  I  look  forward 
to  evils  and  calamities,  but  without  being  able  to 
guess  at  the  instrument,  nature,  or  measure  of  them. 
That  we  shall  again  recover,  and  things  again  go 
well,  I  have  no  doubt;  such  a  variety  of  circumstan- 
ces would  not  almost  miraculously  have  combined  to 
liberate  and  make  us  a  nation,  for  transient  and  un- 
important purposes.  I  therefore  believe  we  are  yet 
to  become  a  great  and  respectable  people ;  but  when, 
or  how,  the  spirit  of  prophecy  only  can  discern. 

There  doubtless  is  much  reason  to  think  and  to 
say,  that  we  are  wofully,  and,  in  many  instances 
wickedly,  misled.  Private  rage  for  property  sup- 
presses public  considerations;  and  personal,  rather  than 
national  interests,  have  become  the  great  objects  of 
attention.    Representative  bodies  will  ever  be  faithful 
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copies  of  their  originals,  and  generally  exhibit  a  check- 
ered assemblage  of  virtue  and  vice,  of  abilities  and 
weakness.  The  mass  of  men  are  neither  wise  nor 
good;  and  the  virtue,  like  the  other  resources,  of  a 
country,  can  only  be  drawn  to  a  point  by  strong  cir- 
cumstances ably  managed,  or  strong  government  ably 
administered.  New  governments  have  not  the  aid  of 
habit  and  hereditary  respect ;  and,  being  generally  the 
result  of  preceding  tumult  and  confusion,  do  not  im- 
mediately acquire  stability  or  strength.  Besides,  in 
times  of  commotion,  some  men  will  gain  confidence 
and  importance,  who  merit  neither ;  and  who,  like  po- 
litical mountebanks,  are  less  solicitous  about  the 
health  of  the  credulous  crowd,  than  about  making 
the  most  of  their  nostrums  and  prescriptions. 

New  York  was  rendered  less  federal  by  the  opi- 
nions of  the  late  President  of  Congress.  This  is  a 
singular,  though  not  unaccountable  fact.  Indeed,  hu- 
man actions  are  seldom  inexplicable.  What  I  most 
fear  is,  that  the  better  kind  of  people  (by  which  I 
mean  the  people  who  are  orderly  and  industrious, 
who  are  content  with  their  situations,  and  not  uneasy 
in  their  circumstances)  will  be  led,  by  the  insecurity 
of  property,  the  loss  of  confidence  in  their  rulers,  and 
the  want  of  public  faith  and  rectitude,  to  consider 
the  charms  of  liberty  as  imaginary  and  delusive.  A 
state  of  uncertainty  and  fluctuation  must  disgust  and 
alarm  such  men,  and  prepare  their  minds  for  almost 
any  change  that  may  promise  them  quiet  and  security. 

Your  letter  to  Mrs.  Macaulay  Graham  is  on  the 
way  to  her,  inclosed  in  one  from  me  to  Mr.  Adams. 
I  forget  the  name  of  the  vessel  Be  pleased  to  make 
my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Washington;  and  be  assured 
that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 

Dear  Sir,  &c, 

John  Jay. 
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FROM  HENRY  LEE,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  7  August,  1786. 

My  dear  General, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  last  week, 
and  have  complied  with  your  wishes  respecting  the 
china.  No  conveyance  at  present  offers  for  Alexan- 
dria; but  every  day  presents  one  to  Norfolk,  from 
which  place  the  correspondence  up  your  river  is  fre- 
quent I  intend,  unless  I  should  meet  with  a  vessel 
for  Potomac,  to  send  the  box  to  Colonel  Parker,  naval 
officer  at  Norfolk,  and  ask  his  special  attention  to 
forwarding  it  to  Alexandria  or  Mount  Vernon.  At  the 
same  time,  I  will  send  a  small  box  put  into  my  care 
by  Mr.  Gardoqui.  I  have  had  it  some  time,  and 
wanted  to  know  your  intention  as  to  the  china,  that 
the  same  conveyance  might  take  both.  If  you  have 
an  opportunity  to  convey  my  Young  (as  the  books 
are  useless  to  you)  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  you  will  oblige 
me  by  doing  it 

The  Mississippi  business  is  very  important,  and 
full  of  difficulty.  In  the  debilitated  condition  of  the 
Federal  Government,  it  is  unwise  to  wish  the  offence 
of  any  part  of  the  empire,  unless  to  attain  great 
good.  My  mind  has  no  doubt  of  the  extensive  good 
consequences  that  would  result  to  the  Union  from  a 
commercial  connection  with  Spain ;  and  I  am  also 
clear  that,  in  agreeing  to  the  occlusion  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  we  give  in  fact  nothing;  for, 
the  moment  our  western  country  becomes  populous 
and  capable,  they  will  seize  by  force  what  may  have 
been  yielded  by  treaty.  Till  that  period,  the  river 
cannot  be  used  but  by  permission  of  Spain,  whose 
exclusive  system  of  policy  never  will  grant  such  per- 
12* 
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mission.  Then,  to  be  sure,  we.  only  give  what  we 
cannot  use.  But  the  source  of  all  the  evils  which 
press  these  States,  is  the  inefficiency  of  the  Federal 
Government  This  cannot  be  altered  and  remedied, 
but  by  consent  of  the  States.  Already,  in  every 
State,  the  amplification  of  the  powers  of  the  Union 
has  too  many  enemies.  Should,  therefore,  a  treaty 
take  place  between  Congress  and  Spain,  occluding 
for  a  term  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  in  return 
for  advantages  very  great,  but  not  so  great  to  the 
whole  as  to  a  part,  I  apprehend  it  would  give  such 
a  text  for  popular  declaimers,  that  the  great  object, 
namely,  bracing  the  Federal  Government,  may  be 
thwarted,  and  thus,  in  pursuing  a  lesser,  we  lose  a 
greater  good. 

I  forwarded,  by  the  last  post,  for  public  information, 
some  intelligence  lately  received  from  Mr.  Jefferson; 
and  I  have  also  sent  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Kendall,  from  Algiers.  These  two  papers  comprehend 
all  the  news  here.  I  transmit  the  Gazette  of  the  day. 
Bills  on  London,  at  sixty  days'  sight,  fluctuate  in  their 
value  from  six  to  seven  per  cent  premium.  The  cost 
of  the  china  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  besides 
the  incidental  charge  of  freight  to  Norfolk,  which  can- 
not be  much.  My  best  wishes  for  the  health  and 
happiness  of  Mount  Vernon,  in  which  Mrs.  Lee  unites. 
Most  respectfully  yours, 

Henry  Lee. 


FROM  CATHARINE  MACAULAY   GRAHAM. 

Knightsbridge,  near  London,  10  October,  1786. 

Sir, 
By  some  of  those  unlucky  incidents,  which  attend 
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the  passage  across  the  Atlantic,  the  letter  with  which 
you  honored  me,  dated  January  16,  did  not  reach 
me  till  the  latter  end  of  June  last 

There  are  few  persons  in  Europe  who  would  not 
be  highly  flattered  by  a  correspondence  with  General 
Washington;  but,  when  this  gratification,  which,  from 
the  consideration  of  popular  eminence,  must  be  felt  by 
every  vulgar  mind,  is  enlarged  by  a  genuine  taste  for 
moral  excellence,  it  raises  the  most  lively  sentiments 
of  self-complacency  and  gratitude. 

When  I  returned  from  Mount  Vernon  to  Philadel- 
phia, I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  portrait,  which 
bore  the  strongest  resemblance  to  the  original  of  any 
I  had  seen.  If  you  favor  me  with  another  letter,  you 
will  do  me  great  pleasure  if  you  will  inform  me 
whether  Mr.  Pine  is  much  advanced  in  his  grand  de- 
sign of  portraying  the  capital  events  of  the  civil  wars, 
and  whether  he  is  likely  to  succeed  in  his  attempt 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  return  you  our  thanks  for 
those  obliging  and  benevolent  sentiments  with  which 
your  letter  is  replete.  We  present  our  best  respects 
to  Mrs.  Washington;  our  best  compliments  and  good 
wishes  to  the  amiable  pair  who  have  united  their 
fortunes  since  our  departure  from  America;  and  our 
love  to  the  little  people,  who,  we  sincerely  hope,  will 
both,  in  their  different  characters,  afford  an  ample 
recompense  for  the  benevolent  care  and  culture  they 
have  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c; 

Cathabine  Macaulay  Graham. 
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FROM  HENRY  LEE,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  11  October,  1786. 

My  dear  General, 

In  the  full  confidence  you  receive  my  letters  as 
testimonials  of  my  unceasing  respect,  and  from  a  so- 
licitude to  acquaint  you  with  all  material  contingen- 
cies in  the  administration  of  our  national  affairs,  that 
you  may  be  able  to  form  your  judgment  on  authen- 
tic documents,  and,  consequently,  that  your  opinions, 
being  bottomed  on  truth,  may  not  fail  to  produce  the 
most  beneficial  effects  to  our  country,  I  again  address 
you,  and  mean  to  confine  myself  to  one  subject,  which 
will,  I  apprehend,  soon  become  the  topic  of  public 
debate.  Among  the  defects  which  degrade  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Federal  Government,  is  the  physical 
impossibility  of  secrecy  in  the  sovereignty.  Therefore, 
it  is  often  necessary  to  make  confidential  communica- 
tions, when  they  serve  to  correct  the  circulation  of 
erroneous  informations  on  subjects  of  national  con- 
cern, which,  in  their  nature,  are  secret,  but,  from  the 
cause  just  mentioned,  become  public.  Considering 
myself,  therefore,  at  full  liberty  to  give  you  a  his- 
tory of  this  business,  I  will  do  it  with  brevity. 

We  are  told  here  that  the  decided  difference  which 
prevailed  in  Congress  on  the  proposed  treaty  with 
Spain,  is  generally  understood  in  every  part  of  the 
Union ;  and  it  is  suggested,  that  the  project  of  the 
treaty  will  become  the  subject  of  deliberation  in  the 
Assembly  of  Virginia. 

True  it  is,  that  this  affair  unfortunately  produced 
an  intemperance  common  in  democratic  bodies,  and 
always  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  public;  for,  to 
judge  wisely  on  systems  and  measures,  the  mind  ought 
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to  be  free  from  prejudice  and  warmth,  and  influenced 
by  a  full,  deliberate  view  of  the  general  effects  of 
such  system  and  measures. 

The  Eastern  States  consider  a  commercial  connec- 
tion with  Spain  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  distresses 
which  oppress  their  citizens ;  most  of  which,  they  say, 
flow  from  the  decay  of  their  commerce.  Their  Dele- 
gates have,  consequently,  zealously  pressed  the  forma- 
tion of  this  connection,  as  the  only  effectual  mode  to 
revive  the  trade  of  their  country.  In  this  opinion, 
they  have  been  joined  by  two  of  the  Middle  States. 
On  the  other  hand,  Virginia  has,  with  equal  zeal,  op- 
posed the  connection,  because  the  project  involves,  ex- 
pressly, the  disuse  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
for  a  given  time,  and  eventually,  they  think,  will 
sacrifice  our  right  to  it  The  Delegation  is  under  in- 
junctions from  the  State  on  this  subject.  They  have 
acted  in  obedience  to  their  instructions,  and,  myself 
excepted,  in  conformity  to  their  private  sentiments. 
I  confess  that  I  am  by  no  means  convinced  of  the 
justness  or  policy  of  our  instructions,  and  very  much 
apprehend,  unless  they  are  repealed  by  the  present 
Assembly,  the  fatal  effects  of  discord  in  counsel  will 
be  experienced  by  the  United  States  in  a  very  high 
degree. 

The  project  submitted  by  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  was  founded,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  on 
the  following  principles.  First;  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  the  King  of  Spain,  to  be 
founded  on  the  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity,  which 
reciprocity  to  be  diffused  in  all  the  sub-regulations. 
Secondly;  the  trade  to  be  confined  to  his  Catholic 
Majesty's  European  dominions.  Thirdly ;  the  bond  fide 
manufactures  and  produce  of  the  respective  countries, 
imported  into  either,  to  be  subject  tq  the  same  duties 
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as  are  paid  by  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two 
nations.  Fourthly ;  a  tariff  to  be  established  by  Con- 
vention, within  one  year  after  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  ascertaining  the  necessary  duties  to  be  im- 
posed. Fifthly;  masts  and  timber,  annually  requisite 
for  the  navy  of  Spain,  to  be  bought  from  the  merchants 
of  the  United  States  in  preference,  provided  they  are 
equal  in  price  and  quality. 

There  are  some  other  matters,  which  I  forget.  In 
consideration  of  the  advantages  of  this  treaty,  the 
United  States  stipulate  to  forbear,  for  the  term  of  the 
treaty,  the  use  of  the  River  Mississippi  The  bounda- 
ries will  be  (in  case  of  treaty)  established,  as  fixed 
in  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  The  article  of  tobacco  is 
excepted  in  the  project,  being  the  produce  of  Spanish 
colonies,  and  is  to  continue  on  the  present  footing, 
which  is  favorable. 

Thus  have  I  delineated  to  you  the  outlines  of  the 
proposed  plan.  Among  the  many  arguments  used  by 
the  advocates  for  the  treaty,  I  will  mention  only  one, 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  known.  They  say  that 
the  right  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  is  dis- 
puted; that  the  use  of  that  right  is  now  suspended, 
and  cannot  be  possessed  but  by  force  or  by  treaty, 
and  that  a  forbearance  of  the  use,  on  our  part,  is  a 
confirmation  of  our  right ;  the  use  of  which  right  will 
be  in  due  time  possessed,  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
sent project,  without  putting  our  claim  to  the  issue 
of  war,  which  is  always  precarious,  and  for  which  we 
are  totally  unprepared. 

Should  this  matter  come  before  our  Assembly,  much 
will  depend  on  Mr.  Mason's  sentiments.  So  many 
reasons,  founded  on  true  policy,  will  arise  in  a  full 
investigation  of  this  subject,  that  I  cannot  but  hope 


PRIVATE    LETTERS.  143 

that  the  State  of  Virginia  will  consider  a  treaty  with 
Spain,  on  the  principles  of  the  project,  essentially 
necessary  to  her  political  happiness,  and  to  her  com- 
mercial aggrandizement. 

The  sedition  in  Massachusetts  is,  in  some  degree, 
subsided,  but  is  not,  I  fear,  extinguished. 

Colonel  Monroe,  who  was  an  Aid  in  Lord  Stirling's 
family,  a  Delegate  from  Virginia  in  Congress,  will,  in 
a  few  days,  return  home  with  his  lady.  He  means 
to  do  himself  the  honor  to  pay  his  respects  to  Mount 
Vernon  in  his  way.  My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington, with,  &c,  &c, 

Henry  Lee,  Jr. 


PROM  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  26  October,  1786. 

My  dear  General, 

To  one  who  so  tenderly  loves  you,  vrho  so  happily 
enjoyed  the  times  we  have  passed  together,  and  who 
never,  on  any  part  of  the  globe,  even  in  his  own 
house,  could  feel  himself  so  perfectly  at  home  as  in 
your  family,  it  must  be  confessed  that  an  irregular, 
lengthy  correspondence  is  quite  insufficient.  I  be- 
seech you,  in  the  name  of  our  friendship,  of  that  pa- 
ternal concern  of  yours  for  my  happiness,  not  to  miss 
any  opportunity  to  let  me  hear  from  my  dear  Ge- 
neral. 

I  have  been  travelling  through  some  garrison  towns, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  habit  of  seeing  troops  and 
their  tactics.  Now  I  am  mostly  at  Fontainbleau, 
where  the  Court  is  residing  for  a  few  weeks.  The 
inclosed  letter  from  the  Minister  to  Mr.  Jefferson  will, 
I  hope,  prove   agreeable  to   the  United  States.     Our 
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Committees  will  go  on  this  winter,  and  I  will  en- 
deavour to  propose  such  measures  as  may  be  thought 
advantageous.  Mr.  Jefferson  is  a  most  able  and  re- 
spected representative,  and  such  a  man  as  makes  me 
happy  to  be  his  Aid-de-camp.  Congress  have  made  a 
choice  very  favorable  to  their  affairs. 

The  treaty  of  Commerce  between  France  and  Eng- 
land is  made,  but  not  yet  ratified.  They  are  to  treat 
each  other  like  the  most  favored  European  nation;  so 
that  America  is  safe.  Newspapers  will  acquaint  you 
with  the  Dutch  quarrels.  It  is  strange  to  see  so 
many  people  so  angry  on  so  small  a  spot,  without 
bloodshed.  But  parties  are,  at  the  same  time,  sup- 
ported in  their  claims  and  cramped  in  their  motions 
by  the  neighbouring  powers.  France  sides  with  the 
patriots.  The  new  King  of  Prussia  interests  himself 
in  behalf  of  the  Stadtholder,  his  brother-in-law.  And 
so  does  England,  underhand.  But  the  republicans  are 
so  strong,  and  the  Stadtholder  is  such  a  blockhead, 
that  it  will  turn  out  to  the  advantage  of  the  former. 
No  present  appearance  of  a  war  in  Germany.  The 
Russians  and  Turks  are  quarrelling,  but  will  not  so 
soon  make  a  war.  The  Empress  is  going  to  Krim6e, 
where  it  is  said  she  will  meet  the  Emperor.  She  had 
given  me  polite  hints  that  I  should  go  to  Petersburg. 
I  have  answered  with  a  demand  of  a  permission  to 
go  to  Krim6e,  which  has  been  granted;  so  that,  if 
the  affair  of  the  forts,  which  I  think  must  be  taken, 
does  not  more  agreeably  employ  me,  I  will  set  out 
in  the  last  days  of  February  for  Krim6e,  and  return 
by  Constantinople  and  the  Archipelago.  I  will  refer 
to  the  hints  given  in  a  former  letter  about  those 
forts,  which,  if  timely  advertised,  would  carry  me 
quite  a  different,  and  much  more  pleasing,  course. 

I  have   been   so   much   affected,  my  dear  General, 
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and  so  deeply  mourn  for  the  heavy  loss  which  the 
United  States,  and  ourselves  particularly,  have  had  to 
support,  while  our  great  and  good  friend,  General 
Greene,  has  been  snatched  from  a  country  to  which 
he  \\fis  an  honor,  that  I  feel  a  comfort  in  condoling 
with  one  who  knew  so  well  his  value,  and  will,  of 
course,  so  much  have  lamented  the  loss. 

There  is,  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Adams,  a 
diversity  of  opinion  respecting  the  Algerines.  Adams 
thinks  a  peace  should  be  purchased  from  them.  Mr. 
Jefferson  finds  it  as  cheap,  and  more  honorable,  to 
cruise  against  them.  I  incline  to  the  latter  opinion, 
and  think  it  possible  to  form  an  alliance  between  the 
United  States,  Naples,  Rome,  Venice,  Portugal,  and 
some  other  powers,  each  giving  a  sum  of  money  not 
very  large,  whereby  a  common  armament  may  dis- 
tress the  Algerines  into  any  terms.  Congress  ought 
to  give  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Adams  ample  powers 
to  stipulate,  in  their  names,  for  such  a  confederacy. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  I  have  great 
hopes  to  see  the  affairs  of  the  Protestants  in  this 
Kingdom  put  on  a  better  footing;  not  such,  by  far, 
as  it  ought  to  be;  but  much  niended  from  the  ab- 
surd and  cruel  laws  of  Louis  XIV. 

I  hope  your  jackass,  with  two  females,  and  a  few 
pheasants  and  red  partridges,  have  arrived  safe. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General.  My  best  and  tenderest 
respects  wait  on  Mrs.  Washington.  Remember  me  to 
the  one  who  was  formerly  Master  Tub,  and  now  must 
be  a  big  boy;  and  also  to  the  young  ladies.  Be  pleas- 
ed to  pay  my  affectionate  compliments  to  George 
and  his  lady;  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Sheart,  Doctor 
Craik,  Doctor  Griffith,  your  brothers ;  Mrs.  Lewis ;  to 
your  venerable  mother;  to  all  our  friends; — and  often 
think  of  your  most  devoted  friend,  your  adopted  son, 
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who,  with  all  the  affection  and  respect  which  you 
know  are  so  deeply  rooted  in  his  heart,  has  the  honor 
to  be,  my  dear  General,  yours, 

Lafayette. 

P.  S.  A  new  instance  of  the  goodness  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  has  been  given  me,  by  the  placing 
of  my  bust  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  of  this  city.  The 
situation  of  the  other  bust  will  be  the  more  pleas- 
ing to  me,  as,  while  it  places  me  within  the  capitol 
of  the  State,  I  shall  be  eternally  by  the  side  of,  and 
paying  an  everlasting  homage  to,  the  statue  of  my 
beloved  General. 

I  have  received  the  hams,  and  am  much  obliged  to 
that  kind  attention  of  Mrs.  Washington.  The  first 
was  introduced  three  days  ago,  at  a  dinner  composed 
of  Americans,  where  our  friend  Chastellux  had  been 
invited.  They  arrived  in  the  best  order.  Madame  de 
Lafayette  and  the  little  family  beg  their  best  respects 
to  Mrs.  Washington  and  yourself. 


FROM  JAMES  MADISON. 

Richmond,  1  November,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  been  here  too  short  a  time,  as  yet,  to  have 
collected  fully  the  politics  of  the  session.  In  general, 
appearances  are  favorable.  On  the  question  for  a  pa- 
per emission,  the  measure  was  this  day  rejected,  in 
emphatical  terms,  by  a  majority  of  eighty-four  against 
seventeen.  The  affair  of  the  Mississippi  is  but  imper- 
fectly known.  I  find  that  its  influence  on  the  fede- 
ral spirit  will  not  be  less  than  was  apprehended.    The 


PBIVATE    LETTEE8.  147 

western  members  will  not  be  long  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject I  inculcate  a  hope  that  the  views  of  Congress 
may  yet  be  changed,  and  that  it  would  be  rash  to 
suffer  the  alarm  to  interfere  with  the  policy  of  amend- 
ing the  Confederacy.  The  sense  of  the  House  has 
not  yet  been  tried  on  the  latter  point  The  report 
from  the  Deputies  to  Annapolis,  lies  on  the  table; 
and,  I  hope,  will  be  called  for,  before  the  business  of 
the  Mississippi  begins  to  ferment  Mr.  Henry  has 
signified  his  wish  not  to  be  reelected;  but  will  not 
be  in  the  Assembly.  The  Attorney  and  R  H.  Lee 
are  in  nomination  for  his  succession.  The  former  will 
probably  be  appointed,  in  which  case  the  contest  for 
that  vacancy  will  lie  between  Colonel  Jones  and  Mr. 
Marshall.  The  nominations  for  Congress  are,  as  usual, 
numerous.  There  being  no  Senate  yet,  it  is  uncer- 
tain when  any  of  these  appointments  will  take  place. 
With  the  sincerest  affection  and  the  highest  esteem, 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM  DAVID  HUMPHREYS. 

New  Haven,  1  November,  1786. 

My  dear  General, 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  some  time  ago  from  Hart- 
ford, and  inclosed  you  the  draft  of  a  letter  on  the 
subject  we  talked  of  when  I  left  Mount  Vernon.  I 
hope  you  have  duly  received  it,  though  I  shall  not 
be  free  from  anxiety  until  I  know  with  certainty  that 
has  been  the  case. 

When  I  wrote  that  letter,  I  was  in  hopes  that  it 
might  have  been  in  my  power,  before  this  time,  to 
give  you  a  favorable   account  of  the   complexion   of 
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politics  in  this  State.  It  is  true  we  have  done  some 
negative  good ;  we  have  prevented  an  emission  of 
paper  money  and  tender  acts  from  taking  place.  But 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  have  done  nothing  in  aid  of 
the  Federal  Government.  The  only  requisition  of  Con- 
gress we  have  complied  with,  is  a  recent  one  for  rais- 
ing troops,  on  account  of  an  Indian  war,  as  is  given 
out;  but  some  conjecture,  for  other  purposes.  The 
Assembly  has  this  day  given  me  the  command  of  a 
regiment,  part  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  and  a  part 
in  the  other  New  England  States.  I  have  been  ad- 
vised by  our  friends  to  accept  it  for  the  present; 
which  I  shall  accordingly  do. 

The  troubles  in  Massachusetts  still  continue.  Go- 
vernment is  prostrated  in  the  dust  And  it  is  much 
to  be  feared  that  there  is  not  energy  enough  in  that 
State  to  reestablish  the  civil  powers.  The  leaders  of 
the  mob,  whose  fortune  and  measures  are  desperate, 
are  strengthening  themselves  daily;  and  it  is  expect- 
ed that  they  will  soon  take  possession  of  the  Conti- 
nental magazine  at  Springfield,  in  which  there  are 
from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  stand  of  arms,  in  excel- 
lent order. 

A  general  want  of  compliance  with  the  requisi- 
tions  of  Congress  for  money,  seems  to  prognosticate 
that  we  are  rapidly  advancing  to  a  crisis.  The  wheels 
of  the  great  political  machine  can  scarcely  continue 
to  move  much  longer,  under  this  present  embarrass- 
ment Congress,  I  am  told,  are  seriously  alarmed, 
and  hardly  know  which  way  to  turn,  or  what  to  ex- 
pect Indeed,  my  dear  General,  nothing  but  a  good 
Providence  can  extricate  us  from  our  present  diffi- 
culties, and  prevent  some  terrible  convulsion. 

In  case  of  civil  discord,  I  have  already  told  you  it 
was  seriously  my  opinion   that  you  could  not  remain 
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neuter,  and  that  you  would  be  obliged,  in  self-defence, 
to  take  part  on  one  side  or  the  other,  or  withdraw 
from  the  Continent  Your  friends  are  of  the  same 
opinion;  and  I  believe  you  are  convinced  that  it  is 
impossible  to  have  more  disinterested  and  zealous 
friends  than  those  who  have  been  about  your  person. 
I  write  with  the  more  confidence,  as  this  letter 
will  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Austin  and  Mr.  Morse,  two 
young  clergymen,  educated  at  this  University,  who 
are  travelling  to  the  southern  part  of  the  Union,  for 
the  sake  of  acquiring  knowledge  of  their  own  coun- 
try. I  beg  leave  to  recommend  them  to  your  civil- 
ities; and  to  assure  you,  in  offering  my  best  respects 
to  Mrs,  Washington  and  the  family,  how  sincerely 
I  am,  my  dear  General,  yours,  &c, 

David  Humphreys. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  TUPPER. 
Mingo  Bottom,  Ohio  County,  23  November,  1786. 

Sir, 
I  did  myself  the  honor,  at  the  close  of  the  season 
last  year,  to  give  your  Excellency  a  hint  with  re- 
spect to  our  ill  success.  We  have  been  in  some  mea- 
sure more  fortunate  the  last  season,  and  have  com- 
pleted four  ranges  of  townships.  Four  more  are  be- 
gun, some  of  which  were  not  far  proceeded  on,  by 
reason  of  certain  information  received  of  the  hostile 
disposition  of  the  Indians,  in  particular  with  respect 
to  the  Surveyors.  But,  by  a  kind  hand  of  Provi- 
dence, their  schemes  have  been  frustrated;  and  no 
special  accident  has  happened  to  either  of  the  Sur- 
veyors. We  are  now  on  our  return  to  visit  our  wives 
and  sweethearts.    I  still  entertain  my  former  enthu- 

13* 
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siastic  notions  with  respect  to  this  country ;  and  firm- 
ly believe  that  the  beneficent  Divine  Being  hath  re- 
served this  country  as  an  asylum  for  the  neglected 
and  persecuted  soldiers  of  the  late  American  army, 
in  particular  those  of  the  Eastern  States.  I  am  re- 
turning home  with  as  full  a  determination  to  encou- 
rage a  speedy  settlement  here,  as  though  nothing  had 
happened  between  us  and  the  Indians.  I  hope  I  may 
not  be  instrumental  of  leading  my  friends  to  special 
danger  or  destruction. 

As  I  have  but  a  few  minutes  to  write,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  bearer,  William 
McMahen,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of 
your  State  for  the  county  of  Ohio,  who  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  this  country,  and  has 
been  exceedingly  serviceable  to  the  Surveyors.  Colo- 
nels Sproat  and  Sherman  present  their  most  respect- 
ful compliments  to  your  Excellency.  My  son  Anselm, 
who  was  my  Adjutant,  wishes  to  present  his  most  pro- 
found respects.  I  wish  to  be  remembered  to  Mrs. 
Washington  in  such  terms  as  will  express  the  great- 
est respect  Colonel  Humphreys,  and  all  my  ac- 
quaintance in  that  part,  I  remember  with  singular 
pleasure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c, 

Benjamin  Tupper. 


FROM  FRANCISO   RENDON. 

Philadelphia,  4  December,  1786. 


Dear  General, 
Having  received   orders  from   my  sovereign  to   re- 
pair immediately  to  Court,  to  give  an  account  of  my 
stewardship,  and   receive   his   royal   orders,  I   cannot 
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quit  this  country  without  taking  the  most  affectionate 
leave  of  your  Excellency,  and  expressing  my  grati- 
tude for  the  friendship  with  which  you  have  repaid 
the  high  veneration  and  sincere  attachment  which  I 
have  always  entertained  for  your  person  and  charac- 
ter. I  could  have  wished  it  had  been  in  my  power 
to  take  your  commands  before  my  departure;  but  it 
is  so  sudden,  that  I  have  not  time  to  allow  myself 
the  satisfaction.  It  will  be  to  me  a  heartfelt  pleasure 
in  giving  an  account  to  his  Majesty  of  the  distin- 
guished character  of  America,  to  expatiate  particular- 
ly on  the  private  virtues  of  General  Washington,  and 
to  delineate,  to  the  best  of  Kings,  the  picture  of  the 
best  of  citizens.  I  am  sure  that  this  is  the  light  in 
which  you  will  please  him  best  Others  have  already 
taught  him  to  admire  your  talents  and  public  vir- 
tues; it  will  be  my  business  to  teach  him  to  love 
your  person.  I  leave  this  country  with  a  heart  full 
of  affection  for  its  inhabitants,  and  full  of  gratitude 
for  the  affection  and  friendship  they  have  shown  me. 
With  this  disposition,  you  may  judge  whether  I  shall 
let  an  opportunity  escape  of  being  useful  to  America. 
Allow  me  to  repeat  my  wishes  that  you  may,  all 
your  life,  enjoy  that  happiness  which  you  have  en- 
sured to  thousands. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  yours,  &c, 

Francisco  Rendon. 

N.  B.  If  I  could  be  of  any  use  to  you  in  Spain, 
I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  your  orders,  which  you 
may  direct  to  me  under  cover  of  Mr.  Carmichael.  I 
cannot  yet  give  up  the  hope  of  seeing  this  country 
again ;  and  I  think  it  very  probable  that  I  shall  once 
more  revisit  my  old  friends  of  America. 
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Present  my  best   respects   to   your   lady,  and  my 
good  friend,  Major  Washington. 


FROM  EDMUND   RANDOLPH. 

Richmond,  6  December,  1786. 

Sir, 

By  the  inclosed  act,  you  will  readily  discover  that 
the  Assembly  are  alarmed  at  the  storms  which  threat- 
en the  United  States.  What  our  enemies  have  fore- 
told, seems  to  be  hastening  to  its  accomplishment; 
and  cannot  be  frustrated  but  by  an  instantaneous, 
zealous,  and  steady  union  among  the  friends  of  the 
Federal  Government.  To  you  I  need  not  press  our 
present  dangers.  The  inefficiency  of  Congress  you 
have  often  felt  in  your  official  character;  the  increas- 
ing languor  of  our  associated  Republics  you  hourly 
see ;  and  a  dissolution  would  be,  I  know,  to  you  a 
source  of  the  deepest  mortification. 

I  freely,  then,  entreat  you  to  accept  the  unanimous 
appointment* of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Conven- 
tion at  Philadelphia.  For  the  gloomy  prospect  still 
admits  one  ray  of  hope ;  that  those  who  began,  car- 
ried on,  and  consummated  the  revolution,  can  yet 
rescue  America  from  the  impending  ruin. 

I  have  the  honor,  Sir,  to  be,  with  the  sincerest 
esteem  and  respect,  yours,  &c, 

Edmund  Randolph, 


PRIVATE    LETTERS.  153 

FROM  JOHN   JAY. 

New  York,  7  January,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

They  who  regard  the  public  good  with  more  atten- 
tion and  attachment  than  they  do  mere  personal  con- 
cerns, must  feel  and  confess  the  force  of  such  senti- 
ments as  are  expressed  in  your  letter  to  me,  by 
Colonel  Humphreys,  last  fall.  The  situation  of  our 
affairs  calls  not  only  for  reflection  and  prudence, 
but  for  exertion.  What  is  to  be  done?  is  a  common 
question;  but  it  is  a  question  not  easy  to  answer. 

Would  the  giving  any  further  degree  of  power  to 
Congress  do  the  business?  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  would  not.     For,  among  other  reasons;  — 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  there  will  always  be  mem- 
bers who  will  find  it  convenient  to  make  their  seats 
subservient  to  partial  and  personal  purposes;  and 
they  who  may  be  able  and  willing  to  concert  and 
promote  useful  and  national  measures,  will  seldom  be 
unembarrassed  by  the  ignorance,  prejudices,  fears, 
or  interested  views  of  others.  In  so  large  a  body, 
secrecy  and  despatch  will  be  too  uncommon;  and  fo- 
reign as  well  as  local  influence  will  frequently  oppose, 
and  sometimes  frustrate,  the  wisest  measures.  Large 
assemblies  often  misunderstand  or  neglect  the  obliga- 
tions of  character,  honor,  and  dignity ;  and  will,  col- 
lectively, do  or  omit  things  which  individual  gentle- 
men, in  private  capacities,  would  not  approve.  As 
the  many  divide  blame,  and  also  divide  credit,  too 
little  a  portion  of  either  falls  to  each  man's  share  to 
affect  him  strongly.  Even  in  cases  where  the  whole 
blame  or  the  whole  credit  must  be  national,  it  is  not 
easy  for  those  to  think  and  feel  as  sovereigns,  who 
have   always   been   accustomed  to   think   and  feel  as 
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subjects.  The  executive  business  of  sovereignty,  de- 
pending on  so  many  wills,  and  those  wills  moved  by 
such  a  variety  of  contradictory  motives  and  induce- 
ments, will,  in  general,  be  but  feebly  done.  Such  a 
sovereign,  however  theoretically  responsible,  cannot  be 
effectually  so,  in  its  departments  and  officers,  without 
adequate  judicatories. 

I  therefore  promise  myself  nothing  very  desirable 
from  any  change  which  does  not  divide  the  sove- 
reignty into  its  proper  departments.  Let  Congress 
legislate ;  let  others  execute ;  let  others  judge. 

Shall  we  have  a  King  ?  Not,  in  my  opinion,  while 
other  expedients  remain  untried.  Might  we  not  have 
a  Governor-General,  limited  in  his  prerogatives  and 
duration?  'Might  not  Congress  be  divided  into  an 
upper  and  a  lower  House ;  the  former  appointed  for 
life,  the  latter  annually;  and  let  the  Governor-Gene- 
ral (to  preserve  the  balance),  with  the  advice  of  a 
Council,  formed,  for  that  only  purpose,  of  the  great 
judicial  officers,  have  a  negative  on  their  acts?  Our 
Government  should,  in  some  degree,  be  suited  to  our 
manners  and  circumstances,  and  they,  you  know,  are 
not  strictly  democratical. 

What  powers  should  be  granted  to  the  Government, 
so  constituted,  is  a  question  which  deserves  much 
thought  I  think,  the  more  the  better;  the  States 
retaining  only  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  do- 
mestic purposes,  and  all  their  principal  officers,  civil 
and  military,  being  commissioned  and  removable  by 
the  National  Government.  These  are  short  hints. 
Details  would  exceed  the  limits  of  a  letter,  and  to 
you  be  superfluous. 

A  Convention  is  in  contemplation,  and  I  am  glad 
to  find  your  name  among  those  of  its  intended  mem- 
bers.    To  me  the  policy  of  such  a  Convention  ap- 
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pears  questionable.  Their  authority  is  to  be  derived 
from  acts  of  the  State  Legislatures.  Are  the  State 
Legislatures  authorized,  either  by  themselves  or  others, 
to  alter  Constitutions?  I  think  not  They  who  hold 
commissions  can,  by  virtue  of  them,  neither  retrench 
nor  extend  the  powers  conveyed  by  them.  Perhaps 
it  is  intended  that  this  Convention  shall  not  ordain, 
but  only  recommend.  If  so,  there  is  danger  that 
their  recommendations  will  produce  endless  discus- 
sions, and  perhaps  jealousies  and  party  heats. 

Would  it  not  be  better  for  Congress,  plainly,  and 
in  strong  terms,  to  declare,  that  the  present  Federal 
Government  is  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  instituted;  that  they  forbear  to  point  out 
its  particular  defects,  or  to  ask  for  an  extension  of 
any  particular  powers,  lest  improper  jealousies  should 
thence  arise ;  but  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  would  be 
expedient  for  the  people  of  the  States,  without  de- 
lay, to  appoint  State  Conventions  (in  the  way  they 
choose  their  General  Assemblies),  with  the  sole  and 
express  power  of  appointing  Deputies  to  a  General 
Convention;  who,  or  the  majority  of  whom,  should 
take  into  consideration  the  articles  of  Confederation, 
and  make  such  alterations,  amendments,  and  additions 
thereto  as  to  them  should  appear  necessary  and  pro- 
per, and  which,  being  by  them  ordained  and  pub- 
lished, should  have  the  same  force  and  obligation 
which  all  or  any  of  the  present  articles  now  have  ? 

No  alterations  in  the  Government  should,  I  think, 
be  made,  nor,  if  attempted,  will  easily  take  place, 
unless  deducible  from  the  only  source  of  just  author- 
ity, the  people. 

Accept,  my  dear  Sir,  my  warmest  and  most  cordial 
wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness ;  and  believe 
me  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  &c, 

John  Jay. 
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FROM   HENRY   KNOX. 

New  York,  14  January,  1787. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  Sir,   for  your  kind  favor  of 
the  26th  ultimo,  which  I  received  on  the  7th  instant 

On  the  dispersion  of  the  insurgents  at  Worcester, 
which  was  dictated  more  by  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  the  consideration  of  having  effected  their 
object,  than  by  any  apprehensions  of  coercion  from 
Government,  many  people  were  of  opinion  that  the 
disorders  were  at  an  end,  and  that  Government  would 
resume  its  tone.  They  did  not  reflect  that  the  Court, 
which  was  the  great  object  of  the  insurgents  assem- 
bling, was  adjourned;  and  that,  having  no  further 
business  at  that  time,  they  went  to  their  respective 
homes.  But,  as  soon  as  any  object  presented,  they 
again  reassembled  in  sufficient  numbers  to  effect  it 
^This  was  the  case  at  Springfield,  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  the  inferior  Court  of  which  was  to 
have  met  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  December,  but  was 
prevented  from  doing  any  business  by  a  party  of 
about  three  hundred  armed  men.  The  Government 
of  Massachusetts  are  now  convinced  that  all  lenient 
measures,  instead  of  correcting,  rather  inflame  the  dis- 
orders. The  Executive,  therefore,  have  determined  on 
coercion;  and  they  will  soon  try  this  remedy,  under 
the  direction  of  our  friend  Lincoln.  I  believe,  with 
you,  had  this  measure  been  tried  in  the  first  instance, 
the  rebellion  would  not  have  arisen  to  its  present 
height.  But  it  can  scarcely  be  imagined  that  it 
should  now  fail,  if  the  arrangements  should  be  well 
taken  on  the  part  of  Government  If  it  is  not  ad- 
ministered now,  it  may  be  too  late  in  the  spring  or 
summer  ensuing. 
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You  ask,  what  prevented  the  Eastern  States  from 
attending  the  September  meeting  at  Annapolis.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  a  precise  answer  to  this  question. 
Perhaps,  torpidity  in  New  Hampshire;  faction,  and 
heats  about  their  paper  money,  in  Rhode  Island  j  and 
jealousy,  in  Connecticut.  Massachusetts  had  chosen 
Delegates  to  attend,  who  did  not  decline  until  very 
late ;  and  the  finding  other  persons  to  supply  their 
places  was  attended  with  delay,  so  that  the  Conven- 
tion had  broken  up  by  the  time  the  new-chosen  De- 
legates reached  Philadelphia. 

With  respect  to  the  Convention  proposed  to  meet 
in  May,  there  are  different  sentiments.  Some  suppose 
it  an  irregular  assembly,  unauthorized  by  the  Con- 
federation, which  points  out  the  mode  by  which  any 
alterations  shall  be  made.  Others  suppose  that  the 
proposed  Convention  would  be  totally  inadequate  to 
our  situation,  unless  it  should  make  an  appeal  to  the 
people  of  every  State,  and  a  request  to  call  State 
Conventions  of  the  people,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
choosing  Delegates  to  represent  them  in  a  General 
Convention  of  all  the  United  States,  to  consider,  re- 
vise, amend,  or  change  the  federal  system,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  them  should  seem  meet,  and  to  publish 
the  same  for  general  observance,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  parts,  or  States,  for  acceptance  or  con- 
firmation. Were  this  mode  practicable,  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  most  summary,  and,  if  the  choice  of 
Delegates  was  judicious  in  proportion  to  its  import- 
ance, it  might  be  the  most  eligible.  There  are 
others  who  are  of  opinion  that  Congress  ought  to 
take  up  the  defects  of  the  present  system,  point  them 
out  to  the  respective  Legislatures,  and  recommend 
certain  alterations.  The  recommendations  of  Congress 
are  attended  with  so  little  effect,  that  any  alterations 
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by  that  means  seem  to  be  a  hopeless  business.  In- 
deed, every  expedient  which  can  be  proposed,  condi- 
tioned on  a  reference  back  to  the  Legislatures,  or 
State  Conventions,  seems  to  be  of  the  same  nature. 

Some  gentlemen  are  apprehensive  that  a  Conven- 
tion, of  the  nature  proposed,  to  meet  in  May  next, 
might  devise  some  expedients  to  brace  up  tie  pre- 
sent defective  Confederation,  so  as  just  to  serve  to 
keep  us  together,  while  it  would  prevent  those  exer- 
tions for  a  national  character,  which  are  essential  to 
our  happiness;  that  in  this  point  of  view,  it  might 
be  attended  with  the  bad  effect  of  assisting  us  to 
creep  on,  in  our  present  miserable  condition,  without 
a  hope  of  a  generous  Constitution,  that  should  at  once 
shield  us  from  the  effects  of  faction  and  despotism. 

You  will  see  by  this  sketch,  my  dear  Sir,  how 
various  are  the  opinions  of  men,  and  how  difficult  it 
will  be  to  bring  them  to  concur  in  any  effective  Go- 
vernment I  am  persuaded,  if  you  were  determined 
to  attend  the  Convention,  and  it  should  be  generally 
known,  it  would  induce  the  Eastern  States  to  send 
Delegates  to  it.  I  should  therefore  be  much  obliged 
for  information  of  your  decision  on  this  subject.  At 
the  same  time,  the  principles  of  the  purest  and  most 
respectful  friendship,  induce  me  to  say  that,  however 
strongly  I  wish  for  measures  which  would  lead  to 
national  happiness  and  glory,  yet  I  do  not  wish  you 
to  be  concerned  in  any  political  operations  of  which 
there  are  such  various  opinions.  There  may,  indeed, 
arise  some  solemn  occasion,  in  which  you  may  con- 
ceive it  to  be  your  duty  again  to  exert  your  utmost 
talents  to  promote  the  happiness  of  your  country. 
But  this  occasion  must  be  of  an  unequivocal  nature, 
in  which  the  enlightened  and  virtuous  citizens  should 
generally  concur. 
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Notwithstanding  the  contrary  opinions  respecting 
the  proposed  Convention,  were  I  to  presume  to  give 
my  own  judgment,  it  wotdd  be  in  favor  of  the  Con- 
vention; and  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  may  be  gene- 
rally attended.  I  do  not  flatter  myself  that  the 
public  mind  is  so  sufficiently  informed  and  harmonized 
as  that  an  effective  Government  would  be  adopted  by 
the  Convention,  and  proposed  to  the  United  States; 
or,  if  this  were  practicable,  that  the  people  of  the 
several  States  are  sufficiently  prepared  to  receive  it 
But  it  seems  to  be  highly  important  that  some  ob- 
ject should  be  held  forth  to  the  people  as  a  remedy 
for  the  disorders  of  the  body  politic.  Were  this  done 
by  so  respectable  a  set  of  men  as  would  be  sent  to 
the  Convention,  even  if  it  were  not  so  perfect  in  the 
first  instance  as  it  might  be  afterwards,  yet  it  would 
be  a  stage  in  the  business,  and  men's  minds  would 
be  excited  on  the  subject,  and  towards  a 

good  Constitution.  Were  strong  events  to  arise  be- 
tween this  and  the  time  of  meeting,  enforcing  the 
necessity  of  a  vigorous  Government,  it  would  be  a 
preparation  which  might  be  embraced  by  the  Conven- 
tion to  propose  at  once  an  efficient  system! 

Although  it  may  be  confessed  that  a  Convention, 
originating  from  the  respective  Legislatures,  instead 
of  the  people  themselves,  is  not  the  regular  mode 
pointed  out  by  the  Confederation,  yet,  as  our  system, 
in  the  opinion  of  men  of  reflection,  is  so  very  defect- 
ive, it  may  reasonably  be  doubted  whether  the  con- 
stitutional mode  of  amendment  would  be  adequate  to 
our  critical  situation.  If,  on  an  examination,  this 
should  be  found  to  be  the  case,  the  proposed  Con- 
vention may  be  the  best  expedient  that  could  be 
devised.  Unrestrained  by  forms,  it  would  be  able  to 
consider  every  proposition  fully,  and  decide  agreeably 
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to  the  sentiments  of  the  majority.  But,  in  a  body- 
constituted  as  Congress  is,  a  single  member  frequently 
may  frustrate  the  opinions  of  seventeen  eighteenths 
of  the  United  States,  assembled  by  representation  in 
that  body.  There  are  a  variety  of  other  reasons  which, 
in  my  mind,  have  the  influence  to  induce  a  prefer- 
ence for  the  Convention.  But  the  different  opinions 
respecting  it  will  probably  prevent  a  general  attend- 
ance. 

In  my  former  letters,  I  mentioned  that  men  of  re- 
flection and  principle  were  tired  of  the  imbecilities 
of  the  present  Government ;  but  I  did  not  point  out 
any  substitute.  It  would  be  prudent  to  form  the  plan 
of  a  new  house,  before  we  pull  down  the  old  one.  The 
subject  has  not  been  sufficiently  discussed,  as  yet,  in 
public,  to  decide  precisely  on  the  form  of  the  edifice. 
It  is  out  of  all  question  that  the  foundation  must  be 
of  republican  principles,  but  so  modified  and  wrought 
together,  that  whatever  shall  be  erected  thereon, 
should  be  durable  and  efficient.  I  speak  entirely  of 
the  Federal  Government,  or,  which  would  be  better,  one 
Government,  instead  of  an  association  of  Governments. 
Were  it  possible  to  effect  a  General  Government  of 
this  kind,  it  might  be  constituted  of  an  Assembly  or 
lower  House,  chosen  for  one,  two,  or  three  years ;  a 
Senate,  chosen  for  five,  six,  or  seven  years;  and  the 
Executive,  under  the  title  of  Governor-General,  chosen 
by  the  Assembly  and  Senate,  for  the  term  of  seven 
years,  but  liable  to  an  impeachment  of  the  lower 
House,  and  triable  by  the  Senate.  A  Judicial,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor-General  during  good  beha- 
viour, but  impeachable  by  the  lower  House,  and  tri- 
able by  the  Senate.  The  laws  passed  by  the  General 
Government,  to  be  obeyed  by  the  local  Governments ; 
and,  if  necessary,  to  be  enforced  by  a  body  of  armed 
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men  to  be  kept  for  the  purposes  which  should  be 
designated.  All  national  objects  to  be  designed  and 
executed  by  the  General  Government,  without  any 
reference  to  the  local  Governments.  This  rude  sketch 
is  considered  as  the  Government  of  the  least  pos- 
sible powers  to  preserve  the  confederated  Govern- 
ments. To  attempt  to  establish  less,  will  be-  to  hazard 
the  existence  of  republicanism,  and  to  subject  us 
either  to  a  division  of  the  European  powers,  or  to  a 
despotism  arising  from  high-handed  commotions. 

I  have  thus,  my  dear  Sir,  obeyed  what  seemed  to 
be  your  desire,  and  given  you  the  ideas  which  have 
presented  themselves  from  reflection  and  the  opinion 
of  others.  May  heaven  direct  us  to  the  best  means 
for  the  dignity  and  happiness  of  the  United  States ! 

I  hinted,  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter,  that  the 
Executive  of  Massachusetts  were  determined  on  coer- 
cion, under  the  auspices  of  General  Lincoln.  He  will 
begin  his  operations  on  the  20th  instant,  with  a  body 
of  four  thousand  men,  including  six  companies  of  ar- 
tillery with  field-pieces.  They  will  be  drafted  from 
the  militia  for  a  certain  time.  If  the  insurgents  de- 
cline meeting  him  in  force  at  Worcester,  the  23d 
instant,  to  which  time  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  is 
adjourned,  he  will  proceed  to  Hampshire  county  and 
Berkshire,  at  which  places  the  Courts  will  also  sit 
If  the  insurgents  decline  meeting  him  at  those  places, 
he  will  detach  parties  to  bring  in  the  most  culpable, 
in  order  for  a  trial  by  law.  The  process  of  this  busi- 
ness will  be  interesting,  and  its  issue  important ;  both 
of  which  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  informing 
you  of. 

Mrs.  Knox  thanks  Mrs.  Washington  and  you,  with 
great  sincerity,  for  your  kind  wishes,  and  prays  that 
you  both  may  enjoy  every  happiness ;  to  which  I 
14* 
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say,  Amen.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  with   the  most  respectful 
and  unalterable  affection,  yours,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM   JAMES  MADISON,   IN   C0NGRE8S. 

New  York,  21  February,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

Some  little  time  before  my  arrival  here,  a  quorum 
of  the  States  was  made  up,  and  General  St  Clair  put 
in  the  Chair.  We  have  at  present  nine  States  on  the 
ground,  but  shall  lose  South  Carolina  to-day.  Other 
States  are  daily  expected. 

What  business  of  moment  may  be  done  by  the 
present  or  a  fuller  meeting,  is  uncertain.  The  objects 
now  depending,  and  most  immediately  in  prospect, 
are;  —  First.  The  treaty  of  peace.  The  Secretary  of 
Foreign  Affairs  has  very  ably  reported  a  view  of  the 
infractions  on  both  sides,  his  exposition  of  the  con- 
tested articles,  and  the  steps  proper  to  be  taken  by 
Congress.  I  find,  what  I  was  not  before  apprised  of, 
that  more  than  one  infraction  on  our  part  preceded 
even  the  violation  on  the  other  side,  in  the  instance 
of  the  negroes.  Some  of  the  reasoning  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  debts  would  be  rather  grating  to  Virginia. 
A  full  compliance  with  the  treaty,  according  to  judi- 
cial constructions,  and  as  a  ground  for  insisting  on  a 
reciprocal  compliance,  is  the  proposition  in  which  the 
report  terminates.  Secondly.  A  recommendation  of 
the  proposed  Convention  in  May.  Congress  have 
been  much  divided  and  embarrassed  on  the  question, 
whether  their  taking  an  interest  in  the  measure 
would  impede  or  promote  it  On  one  side,  it  has 
been  urged  that   some  of  the  backward  States  have 
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scruples  against  acceding  to  it,  without  some  consti- 
tutional sanction;  on  the  other,  that  other  States  will 
consider  any  interference  of  Congress  as  proceeding 
from  the  same  views  which  have  hitherto  excited  their 
jealousies. 

A  vote  of  the  Legislature  here,  entered  into  yester- 
day, will  give  some  relief  in  the  case.  They  have 
instructed  their  Delegates  in  Congress  to  move  for 
the  recommendation  in  question.  The  vote  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  one  only  in  the  Senate;  and 
there  is  room  to  suspect  that  the  minority  were 
actuated  by  a  dislike  to  the  substance,  rather  than 
by  any  objections  against  the  form,  of  the  business. 
A  large  majority  in  the  other  branch,  a  few  days 
ago,  put  a  definitive  veto  on  the  impost.  It  would 
seem  as  if  the  politics  of  this  State  are  directed  by 
individual  interests  and  plans,  which  might  be  in- 
commoded by  the  control  of  an  efficient  Federal  Go- 
vernment. .  The  four  States  north  of  it  are  still  to 
make  their  decision  on  the  subject  of  the  Convention. 

I  am  told,  by  one  of  the  Massachusetts  Delegates, 
that  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  which  is  now  sit- 
ting, will  certainly  accede,  and  appoint  Deputies,  if 
Congress  declare  their  approbation  of  the  measure. 
I  have  similar  information  that  Connecticut  will  pro- 
bably come  in,  though  it  is  said  that  the  interference 
of  Congress  will  rather  have  a  contrary  tendency 
there.  It  is  expected  that  South  Carolina  will  not 
fail  to  adopt  the  plan,  and  that  Georgia  is  equally 
well  disposed.  All  the  intermediate  States,  between 
the  former  and  New  York,  have  already  appointed 
Deputies,  except  Maryland,  which,  it  is  said,  means  to 
do  it,  and  has  entered  into  some  vote  which  declares 
as  much.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done  by  the  new 
Congress  with   regard  to  the  Mississippi.     Our  latest 
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information  from  Massachusetts  gives  hopes  that  the 
meeting,  or,  as  the  Legislature  there  now  style  it, 
the  rebellion,  is  nearly  extinct.  If  the  measures,  how- 
ever, on  foot  for  disarming  and  disfranchising  those 
concerned  in  it,  should  be  carried  into  effect,  a  new 
crisis  may  be  brought  on. 

I  have  not  been  here  long  enough  to  gather  the 
general  sentiments  of  leading  characters  touching  our 
affairs  and  prospects.  I  am  inclined  to  hope  that 
they  will  gradually  be  concentred  in  the  plan  of  a 
thorough  reform  of  the  existing  system.  Those  who 
may  lean  towards  a  monarchical  Government,  and 
who,  I  suspect,  are  swayed  by  very  indigested  ideas, 
will  of  course  abandon  an  unattainable  object,  when- 
ever a  prospect  opens  of  rendering  the  republican 
form  competent  to  its  purposes.  Those  who  remain 
attached  to  the  latter  form,  must  soon  perceive  that 
it  cannot  be  preserved  at  all  under  any  modification 
which  does  not  redress  the  ills  experienced  from  our 
present  establishments.  Virginia  is  the  only  State 
which  has  made  any  provision  for  the  late  moderate 
but  essential  requisition  of  Congress;  and  her  provi- 
sion is  a  partial  one  only. 

This  would  have  been  of  earlier  date,  but  I  have 
waited  for  more  interesting  subjects  for  it  I  shall 
do  myself  the  pleasure  of  repeating  the  liberty  of 
dropping  you  a  few  lines  as  often  as  proper  occa- 
sions arise;  on  no  other  condition,  however,  than 
your  waiving  the  trouble  of  regular  answers  or  ac- 
knowledgments on  your  part. 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  affection  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  yours,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 
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FROM  JAMES   MADISON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  18  March,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

Recollecting  to  have  heard  you  mention  a  plan, 
formed  by  the  Empress  of  Russia,  for  a  comparative 
view  of  the  aborigines  of  the  new  Continent,  and  of 
the  north-eastern  parts  of  the  old,  through  the  medium 
of  their  respective  tongues,  and  that  her  wishes  had 
been  conveyed  to  you  for  your  aid  in  obtaining  the 
American  vocabularies,  I  have  availed  myself  of  an 
opportunity,  offered  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Hawkins, 
of  taking  a  copy  of  such  a  sample  of  the  Cherokee 
and  Choctaw  dialects,  as  his  late  commission  to  treat 
with  them  enabled  him  to  obtain ;  and  do  myself  the 
honor  now  of  inclosing  it.  I  do  not  know  how  far 
the  list  of  words  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Hawkins  may 
correspond  with  the  standard  of  the  Empress,  nor  how 
far  nations  so  remote  as  the  Cherokees  and  Choctaws 
from  the  north-west  shores  of  America,  may  fall  within 
her  scheme  of  comparison.  I  presume,  however,  that 
a  great  proportion,  at  least,  of  the  words  will  an- 
swer, and  that  the  laudable  curiosity,  which  suggests 
investigations  of  this  sort,  will  be  pleased  with  every 
enlargement  of  the  field  for  indulging  it.  Not  finding 
it  convenient  to  retain  a  copy  of  the  inclosed,  as  I 
wished  to  do,  for  myself,  I  must  ask  the  favor  of 
your  amanuensis  to  perform  that  task  for  me. 

The  appointments  for  the  Convention  go  on  very 
successfully.  Since  the  date  of  my  last,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  New 
Hampshire,  have  come  into  the  measure.  Georgia  and 
New  Hampshire  have  constituted  their  Delegates  in 
Congress    their    Representatives    in    the    Convention. 


166  LETTERS    TO   WASHINGTON. 

South  Carolina  has  appointed  Mr.  S.  Rutledge,  Ge- 
neral Pinckney,  Mr.  Laurens,  Major  Butler,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Pinckney,  late  a  member  of  Congress.  The 
Deputies  of  Massachusetts  are  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Strong.  I  am  told  that 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  which 
originated  with  their  Senate,  lays  its  Deputies  under 
the  fetter  of  not  departing  from  the  fifth  of  the  pre- 
sent articles  of  Confederation.  As  this  resolution  pass- 
ed before  the  recommendatory  act  of  Congress  was 
known,  it  is  conjectured  that  it  may  be  rescinded; 
but  its  having  passed  at  all,  denotes  a  much  greater 
prevalence  of  political  jealousy  in  that  quarter  than 
had  been  imagined.  The  deputation  of  New  York 
consists  of  Colonel  Hamilton,  Judge  Yates  and  a  Mr. 
Lansing.  The  two  last  are  said  to  be  pretty  much 
linked  to  the  anti-federal  party  here,  and  are  likely 
of  course  to  be  a  clog  on  their  colleague.  It  is  not 
doubted  now,  that  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  will 
avoid  the  singularity  of  being  unrepresented  in  the 
Convention. 

The  thinness  of  Congress  has  been  an  obstacle  to 
all  the  important  business  before  them.  At  present, 
there  are  nine  States  on  the  ground;  but  this  num- 
ber, though  adequate  to  every  object  when  unani- 
mous, makes  a  very  slow  progress  in  business  that 
requires  seven  States  only;  and  I  see  little  prospect 
of  the  number  being  increased. 

By  our  latest  and  most  authentic  information  from 
Massachusetts,  it  would  seem  that  a  calm  has  been 
restored  by  the  expedition  of  General  Lincoln.  The 
precautions  taking  by  the  State,  however,  betray  a 
great  distrust  of  its  continuance.  Besides  their  act 
disqualifying  the  malcontents  from  voting  in  the  elec- 
tion of  members  for  the  Legislature,  &c,  another  has 
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been  passed  for  raising  a  corps  of  one  thousand  or 
fifteen  hundred  men,  and  appropriating  the  choicest 
revenues  of  the  country  to  its  support  It  is  said 
that  at  least  half  of  the  insurgents  decline  accepting 
the  terms  annexed  to  the  amnesty;  and  that  this  de- 
fiance of  the  law  against  treason  is  countenanced,  not 
only  by  the  impunity  with  which  they  show  them- 
selves on  public  occasions,  even  with  insolent  badges 
of  their  character,  but  by  marks  of  popular  favor, 
conferred  on  them  in  various  instances,  in  the  elec- 
tion to  local  offices. 

A  proposition  has  been  introduced  and  discussed 
in  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  for  relinquishing  its 
claim  to  Vermont,  and  urging  the  admission  of  it  into 
the  Confederacy.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  difficulties 
will  arise  only  in  settling  the  form,  the  substance  of 
the  measures  being  not  disliked  by  any  of  the  par- 
ties. It  is  wished,  by  those  who  are  not  interested 
in  claims  to  lands  within  that  district,  to  guard 
against  any  responsibility  in  the  State  for  compensa- 
tion. On  the  other  side,  it  will  at  least  be  insisted 
that  they  shall  not  be  barred  of  the  privilege  of  car- 
rying their  claims  before  a  federal  Court,  in  case 
Vermont  shall  become  a  party  to  the  Union.  I  think 
it  probable,  if  she  should  not  decline  becoming  such 
altogether,  that  she  will  make  two  conditions,  if  not 
more ;  —  First,  that  neither  her  boundaries  nor  the 
rights  of  her  citizens  shall  be  impeachable  under  the 
ninth  article  of  Confederation ;  secondly,  that  no  share 
of  the  public  debt,  already  contracted,  shall  be  allotted 
to  her. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Colonel  John  Campbell,  dated 
at  Pittsburg,  from  which  I  gather  that  the  people  of 
that  quarter  are  thrown  into  great  agitation  by  the 
reported  intention  of  Congress  concerning  the  Missis- 
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sippi,  and  that  measures  are  on  foot  for  uniting  the 
minds  of  all  the  different  settlements  which  have  a 
common  interest  at  stake.  Should  this  policy  take 
effect,  I  think  there  is  much  ground  to  apprehend 
that  the  ambition  of  individuals  will  quickly  mix  it- 
self with  the  first  impulses  of  resentment  and  in- 
terest ;  that,  by  degrees,  the  people  may  be  led  to 
set  up  for  themselves ;  that  they  will  slide,  like  Ver- 
mont, insensibly  into  a  communication  and  latent  con- 
nection with  their  British  neighbours,  and,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  same  example,  make  such  a  disposition 
of  the  western  territory  as  will  entice  into  it,  most 
effectually,  emigrants  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  If 
these  apprehensions  be  not  imaginary,  they  suggest 
many  observations  extremely  interesting  to  Spain,  as 
well  as  to  the  United  States. 

I  hear  from  Richmond,  with  much  concern,  that 
Mr.  Henry  has  positively  declined  his  mission  to 
Philadelphia.  Besides  the  loss  of  his  services  on  that 
theatre,  there  is  danger,  I  fear,  that  this  step  has  pro- 
ceeded from  a  wish  to  leave  his  conduct  unfettered 
on  another  theatre,  where  the  result  of  the  Conven- 
tion will  receive  its  destiny  from  his  omnipotence. 
With  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  affection, 
I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  5  May,  1787. 

My  dear  General, 
Although  I  cannot  omit  an   opportunity  of  writing 
to  you,  my  letter  will  not  be  so  long  and  minute  as 
I   should  like   to   make   it,   because  of  the   constant 
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hurry  of  business  occasioned  by  the  Assembly.  Eve- 
ry day,  Sundays  excepted,  is  taken  up  with  general 
meetings,  Committees,  and  smaller  Boards.  It  is  a 
pretty  extraordinary  sight  at  Versailles;  the  more  so, 
as  a  great  deal  of  patriotism  and  firmness  have  been 
displayed. 

From  the  time  of  this  King's  arrival  to  the  throne, 
the  expenses  of  the  treasury  have  been  increased 
about  two  hundred  French  millions  a  year;  but  it 
went  at  such  a  rate  under  M.  de  Calonne,  that,  hav- 
ing got  a  monstrous  deficiency,  and  knowing  not  how 
to  fill  it  up,  he  persuaded  the  King  to  assemble  no- 
table persons  of  each  order,  to  please  them  with  a 
plan  of  Assemblies  in  each  Province,  which  was  much 
desired,  and  to  get  their  approbation  for  new  taxes, 
with  which  he  durst  not,  by  himself,  saddle  the 
nation. 

The  Assembly  was  very  properly  chosen,  both  for 
honesty,  abilities,  and  personal  consequence.  But  M. 
de  Calonne  much  depended  on  his  own  powers  of 
speaking  and  intriguing,  as  well  as  on  the  King's 
blind  confidence  in  him  and  all  his  plans.  We  were 
not  the  representatives  of  the  nation ;  but  have  been 
supported  by  their  partiality  to  us. 

Calonne's  plan  of  Provincial  Assemblies  has  been 
amended  by  us.  His  plan  of  a  tax  has  been  rejected. 
It  has  been  the  case  with  several  other  projects. 
Some  others  were  altered  for  the  better,  and  some- 
times new  ones  substituted ;  and  we  declared  that, 
although  we  had  no  right  to  impede,  it  was  our  right 
not  to  advise,  unless  we  thought  the  measure  were 
proper,  and  that  we  could  not  think  of  new  taxes 
unless  we  knew  the  returns  of  expenditure  and  the 
plans  of  economy.  The  more  we  entered  into  the 
business,  the  less  possible   it  was  for  the  Ministry  to 
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do  without  us.  To  the  Assembly  the  public  looked 
up ;  and,  had  the  Assembly  been  dismissed,  the  cre- 
dit was  gone.  As  we  were  going  to  separate  for  the 
Easter  days,  I  made  a  motion  to  inquire  into  bar- 
gains, by  which,  under  pretence  of  exchange,  millions 
had  been  lavished  upon  Princes  and  favorites.  The 
Bishop  of  Langres  seconded  my  motion.  It  was 
thought  proper  to  intimidate  us;  and  the  King's  bro- 
ther told,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  that  such  motions 
ought  to  be  signed,  upon  which  I  signed  the  inclosed. 

M.  de  Calonne  went  up  to  the  Bang,  to  ask  I 
should  be  confined  to  the  Bastille.  An  oratory  bat- 
tle was  announced  between  us  for  the  next  meeting; 
and  I  was  getting  the  proofs  of  what  I  had  advanced, 
when  Calonne  was  overthrown  from  his  post;  and  so 
our  dispute  ended,  except  that  the  King  and  family, 
and  the  great  men  about  Court,  some  Mends  excepted, 
do  not  forgive  me  for  the  liberties  I  have  taken,  and 
the  success  it  had  among  the  other  classes  of  the 
people. 

M.  de  Calonne's  successor  was  M.  de  Fourqueux, 
an  old  man,  who  lasted  but  a  fortnight ;  and  now  we 
have  got  the  Archbishop  of  Toulouse  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  a  man  of  the  most  upright  honesty  and  shin- 
ing abilities.  M.  de  Villedeuil,  a  clever  man,  will  act 
under  him;  and  we  may  consider  the  Archbishop  as 
a  Prime  Minister. 

We  are  going  to  have  good  Houses  of  Representa- 
tives in  each  Province ;  not  to  vote  the  taxes,  but 
to  divide  them.  We  have  got  the  King  to  make  re- 
ductions and  improvements  to  the  amount  of  forty 
millions  of  livres  a  year.  We  are  proposing  the 
means  to  insure  a  better  and  more  public  method  of 
administration;  but  shall  be  obliged,  in  the  end,  to 
make  loans  and  lay  taxes.     The  Assembly  have  acted 
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with  firmness  and  patriotism.  The  walls  of  Versailles 
had  never  heard  so  many  good  things;  and  our  meet- 
ing, particularly  in  the  alarming  situation  of  affairs, 
when  the  "Kingdom  was  driving  away,  like  Phaeton's 
car,  will  have  proved  very  beneficial. 

I  have  been  much  hurt  to  hear  that  the  unpaid 
interest  of  the  American  debt  was  considered  as  a 
very  uncertain  revenue.  I  said  every  thing  that  was 
proper  on  this  subject;  but  could  not  prevent  that 
being  considered  as  a  fact,  which,  hitherto,  has  proved 
but  too  true.  Full  justice  has  been  done  to  the 
security  of  the  capital;  but  the  punctuality  of  the 
interest  has  been  animadverted  upon.  M.  de  Calonne's 
letter  has  met  with  some  difficulties  from  the  farm- 
ers, which  are  going  to  be  settled,  so  that  the  mer- 
chants need  not  be  uneasy.  The  cloud  that  was 
gathering  on  the  Turks  and  Russians  is,  for  the  mo- 
ment, clearing  up. 

My  health  has  been  deranged  during  the  Assem- 
bly, so  far  as  to  endanger  a  little  my  breast;  but  a 
good  regimen,  and  a  little  patience,  without  inter- 
rupting public  business,  have  got  me  in  a  very  fair 
way.  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  signed  motion,  which 
I  find  in  a  newspaper.  I  would  have  translated  it; 
but  you  will  very  easily  have  it  done.  When  the 
opinions  of  the  several  Committees  shall  be  printed, 
I  will  send  them  to  America. 

My  most  affectionate  respects,  and  those  of  Ma- 
dame de  Lafayette  and  family,  wait  on  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington and  you,  my  dear  General.  Remember  me  to 
the  whole  family  and  all  friends.  Most  respectfully 
and  tenderly  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  beloved 
General, 

Tour  most  devoted  and  grateful  friend, 

Lafayette. 
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P.  S.  M.  St.  John  de  CrSvecoeur,  the  French  Con- 
sul at  New  York,  has  requested  my  recommendation 
for  some  information  he  wishes  to  have.  I  assured 
him  you  would  have  no  objections.  Tarleton  has  print- 
ed a  journal  of  the  campaigns  he  has  made,  wherein 
he  treats  Lord  Cornwallis  very  severely. 


FROM   ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

New  York,  3  July,   1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  my  passage  through  the  Jerseys,  and  since  my 
arrival  here,  I  have  taken  particular  pains  to  discover 
the  public  sentiment;  and  I  am  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  this  is  the  critical  opportunity  for  esta- 
blishing the  prosperity  of  this  country  on  a  solid 
foundation.  I  have  conversed  with  men  of  informa- 
tion, not  only  of  this  city,  but  from  different  parts  of 
the  State ;  and  they  agree  that  there  has  been  an 
astonishing  revolution  for  the  better  in  the  minds  of 
the  people. 

The  prevailing  apprehension  among  thinking  men 
is,  that  the  Convention,  from  the  fear  of  shocking  the 
popular  opinion,  will  not  go  far  enough.  They  seem 
to  be  convinced,  that  a  strong,  well-mounted  Govern- 
ment, will  better  suit  the  popular  palate,  than  one  of 
a  different  complexion.  Men  in  office  are,  indeed, 
taking  all  possible  pains  to  give  an  unfavorable  im- 
pression of  the  Convention ;  but  the  current  seems  to 
be  moving  strongly  the  other  way.  A  plain,  but  sen- 
sible man,  in  a  conversation  I  had  with  him  yester- 
day, expressed  himself  nearly  in  this  manner;  —  The 
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people  begin  to  be  convinced  that  "their  excellent 
form  of  Government,"  as  they  have  been  used  to  call 
it,  will  not  answer  their  purpose,  and  that  they  must 
substitute  something  not  very  remote  from  that  which 
they  have  lately  quitted. 

These  appearances,  though  they  will  not  warrant 
a  conclusion  that  the  people  are  yet  ripe  for  such  a 
plan  as  I  advocate,  yet  serve  to  prove  that  there  is 
no  reason  to  despair  of  their  adopting  one  equally 
energetic,  if  the  Convention  should  think  proper  to 
propose  it  They  serve  to  prove,  that  we  ought  not 
to  allow  too  much  weight  to  objections  drawn  from 
the  supposed  repugnance  of  the  people  to  an  efficient 
Constitution.  I  confess,  I  am  more  and  more  inclined 
to  believe,  that  former  habits  of  thinking  are  regain- 
ing their  influence  with  more  rapidity  than  is  gene- 
rally imagined. 

Not  having  compared  ideas  with  you,  Sir,  I  cannot 
judge  how  far  our  sentiments  agree;  but,  as  I  per- 
suade myself,  the  genuineness  of  my  representations 
will  receive  credit  with  you.  My  anxiety  for  the 
event  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention,  induces 
me  to  make  this  communication  of  what  appears  to 
be  the  tendency  "bf  the  public  mind.  I  own  to  you, 
Sir,  that  I  am  seriously  and  deeply  distressed  at  the 
aspect  of  the  counsels,  which  prevailed  when  I  left 
Philadelphia.  I  fear  that  we  shall  let  slip  the  golden 
opportunity  of  rescuing  the  American  Empire  from 
disunion,  anarchy,  and  misery.  No  motley  or  feeble 
measure  can  answer  the  end,  or  will  finally  receive 
the  public  support.  Decision  is  true  wisdom,  and 
will  not  be  less  reputable  to  the  Convention,  than 
salutary  to  the  community. 

I  shall  of  necessity  remain  here  ten  or  twelve  days. 
If  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  my  attendance  at 
15* 
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Philadelphia  will  not  be  mere  waste  of  time,  I  shaU, 
after  that  period,  rejoin  the  Convention. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM  RICHARD   HENRY  LEE,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  15  July,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  an  ordinance, 
that  we  have  just  passed  in  Congress,  for  establishing 
a  temporary  Government  beyond  the*  Ohio,  as  a  mea- 
sure preparatory  to  the  sale  of  the  lands.  It  seemed 
necessary,  for  the  security  of  property  among  unin- 
formed, and,  perhaps,  licentious  people,  as  the  greater 
part  of  those  who  go  there  are,  that  a  strong-toned 
Government  should  exist,  and  the  rights  of  property 
be  clearly  defined.  Our  next  object  is,  to  consider 
of  a  proposition  made  for  the  purchase  of  five  or  six 
millions  of  acres,  in  order  to  lessen  the  domestic  debt 
An  object  of  much  consequence  this,  since  the  extin- 
guishment of  this  part  of  the  public  debt  would  not 
only  relieve  from  a  very  heavy  burden,  but,  by  de- 
molishing the  ocean  of  public  securities,  we  should 
stop  that  mischievous  deluge  of  speculation  that  now 
hurts  our  morals,  and  extremely  injures  the  public 
affairs. 

Our  Gazettes  continue  to  be  filled  with  publications 
against  the  Spanish  treaty,  and  for  opening  the  Mis- 
sissippi; some  of  them  plausible,  but  generally  weak 
and  indecent.  This  seems  to  be  contending  for  an 
object  unattainable  for  many  years,  and  probably 
never  without  war,  not  only  with  Spain,  but  most 
likely  with  the  Bourbon  alliance;  and,  by  such  con- 
tention,  exposing     the    Government    of    the    United 
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States  to  a  dishonorable  acquiescence  under  the  cap- 
tivity of  its  citizens  and  confiscation  of  their  effects 
by  Spain  on  the  Mississippi,  or  entering  prematurely 
into  a  destructive  war  in  resentment  for  such  doings ; 
at  the  same  time  discarding  the  friendship  for  the 
enmity  of  a  powerful  monarch,  and  thereby  probably 
losing  what  we  may  possess,  our  share  of  a  commerce 
that  yields  annually  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars 
for  codfish  only,  independent  of  the  flour,  and  many 
valuable  articles  of  American  production,  used  in 
Spain,  and  not  interfering  with  their  own  products; 
to  say  nothing  of  a  most  lucrative  contraband  trade 
from  the  ocean  and  on  the  Mississippi,  which  a  friend 
might  wink  at,  but  which  a  vigilant  and  powerful 
enemy  will  prevent.  It  seems  to  me  that  North 
America  is  going,  if  we  are  prudent,  to  be  the  en- 
trepQt  between  the  East  Indies  and  Spanish  America. 
If  to  these  we  cotdd  join  the  settlement  of  a  disputed 
boundary,  and  obtain  a  powerful  guaranty  therefor, 
surely  such  considerations  greatly  outweigh  the  far- 
sought  apprehension  of  an  alliance  of  the  Kentuckians 
with  the  British;  and  especially  when  we  consider, 
that  a  conduct  which  will  procure  the  enmity  of 
Spain,  will  probably  force  her  into  the  open  arms  of 
Great  Britain,  much  to  our  commercial  and  political 
injury.  And,  after  all,  if  this  navigation  could  be 
opened,  and  the  benefits  be  such  as  are  chimerically 
supposed,  it  must,  in  its  consequences,  depopulate  and 
ruin  the  old  States. 

The  argument  may  shortly  thus  be  stated ;  —  Spain 
will  not  agree  to  the  navigation  within  her  limits. 
Can  we  force  it  in  twenty-five  years?  If  we  cannot, 
why  risk,  for  an  unattainable  object,  the  loss  of  valu- 
able objects,  and  the  incurring  pernicious  consequences  ? 
A  candid  and  impartial  consideration  of  this  subject, 
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must,  I  think,  determine  the  question  without  diffi- 
culty. But  I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir,  for  writing  so 
much  on  this  question,  which,  I  doubt  not,  but  you 
have  fully  considered  before. 

I  have   the   honor   to   be,  with  the  truest  respect 
and  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 


FROM  HENRY  KNOX. 

New  York,  14  August,  1787. 

Influenced  by  motives  of  delicacy,  I  have  hitherto 
forborne  the  pleasure,  my  dear  Sir,  of  writing  to  you 
since  my  return  from  Philadelphia.  I  have  been  ap- 
prehensive, that  the  stages  of  the  business  of  the 
Convention  might  leak  out,  and  be  made  an  ill  use 
of  by  some  people.  I  have  therefore  been  anxious 
that  you  should  escape  the  possibility  of  imputation. 
But,  as  the  objects  seem  now  to  be  brought  to  a 
point,  I  take  the  liberty  to  indulge  myself  in  com- 
municating with  you. 

Although  I  frankly  confess  that  the  existence  of 
the  State  Governments  is  an  insuperable  evil  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  yet  I  do  not  well  see  how,  in 
this  stage  of  the  business,  they  could  be  annihilated ; 
and  perhaps,  while  they  continue,  the  frame  of  Go- 
vernment could  not,  with  propriety,  be  much  higher 
toned  than  the  one  proposed.  It  is  so  infinitely  pre- 
ferable to  the  present  Constitution,  and  gives  such  a 
bias  to  a  proper  line  of  conduct  in  future,  that  I 
think  all  men,  anxious  for  a  National  Government, 
should  zealously  embrace  it. 

The  education,  genius,  and  habits  of  men  on  this 
Continent,  are  so  various,  even   at  this  moment,  and 
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of  consequence  their  views  of  the  same  subject  so 
different,  that  I  am  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the 
Convention,  although  it  is  short  of  my  wishes  and  of 
my  judgment  But,  when  I  find  men  of  the  purest 
intentions  concur  in  embracing  a  system,  which,  on 
the  highest  deliberation,  seems  to  be  the  best  which 
can  be  obtained  under  present  circumstances,  I  am 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  its  being  strenuously 
supported  by  all  those  who  have  wished  for  a  Na- 
tional Republic  of  higher  and  more  durable  powers. 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  address  of  the  Convention, 
to  accompany  their  propositions,  will  be  couched  in 
the  most  persuasive  terms.  I  feel  anxious  that  there 
should  be  the  fullest  representation  in  Congress,  in 
order  that  the  propositions  should  receive  their  warm- 
est concurrence  and  strongest  impulse. 

Mrs.  Knox  and  myself  have  recently  sustained  the 
severe  affliction  of  losing  our  youngest  child,  of  about 
eleven  months  old,  who  died  on  the  11th  instant,  of 
a  disease  incident  to  children  cutting  their  teeth  in 
the  summer  season.  This  is  the  third  time  that  Mrs. 
Knox  has  had  her  tenderest  affections  lacerated  by 
the  rigid  hand  of  death.  Although  her  present  grief 
is  sharp  indeed,  we  hope  it  will  be  assuaged  by  the 
lenient  hand  of  time.     I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

With  the  most  perfect  respect  and  affection,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM  HENRY  KNOX. 


New  York,  8  October,  1787. 

By  this  time,  my  dear  Sir,  you  will  have  again 
renewed  your  attention  to  your  domestic  affairs,  after 
the    long   absence   occasioned   by  the   Convention.    I 
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flatter  myself  with  the  hope  that  you  found  Mrs. 
Washington  and  your  family  in  perfect  health. 

Every  point  of  view  in  which  I  have  been  able  to 
place  the  subject,  induces  me  to  believe  that  the  mo- 
ment in  which  the  Convention  assembled,  and  the  re- 
sult thereof,  are  to  be  estimated  among  those  fortu- 
nate circumstances  in  the  affairs  of  men,  which  give 
a  decided  influence  to  the  happiness  of  society  for  a 
long  period  of  time.  Hitherto  every  thing  promises 
well.  The  new  Constitution  is  received  with  great  joy 
by  all  the  commercial  part  of  the  community.  The 
people  of  Boston  are  in  raptures  with  it  as  it  is,  but 
would  have  liked  it  still  better  had  it  been  higher- 
toned.  The  people  of  Jersey  and  Connecticut,  who 
are  not  commercial,  embrace  it  with  ardor.  There  has 
not  yet  elapsed  sufficient  time  to  hear  from  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  other  States,  excepting  this,  which, 
however,  does  not  seem  to  have  decided  on  its  plan 
of  conduct  It  will  not  probably,  however,  be  among 
the  first  which  shall  adopt  itj  but  I  presume  the 
powerful  circumstance  of  interest  will  ultimately  in- 
duce it  to  comply.  As  the  information  now  appears, 
Virginia  probably  will  give  the  new  plan  the  most 
formidable  opposition.  The  unanimous  resolve  of  Con- 
gress to  transmit  it  to  the  respective  States,  will  not 
lessen  the  general  disposition  to  receive  it.  But,  not- 
withstanding my  strong  persuasion  that  it  will  be 
adopted  generally,  and  in  a  much  shorter  time  than 
I  some  time  ago  believed,  yet  it  will  be  opposed, 
more  or  less,  in  most  of  the  States. 

The  germ  of  opposition  originated  in  the  Conven- 
tion itself.  The  gentlemen  who  refused  signing  it, 
will  most  probably  conceive  themselves  obliged  to 
state  their  reasons  publicly.  The  presses  will  groan 
with   melancholy   forebodings,   and   a  party  of  some 
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strength  will  be  created.  This  is  an  evil,  but  it  is 
an  infinitely  lesser  evil  than  that  we  should  have 
crumbled  to  pieces  by  mere  imbecility.  I  trust  in 
God  that  the  foundation  of  a  good  national  Govern- 
ment is  laid.  A  way  is  opened  to  such  alterations 
and  amendments,  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  be  judg- 
ed necessary;  and  the  Government,  being  subjected 
to  a  revision  by  the  people,  will  not  be  so  liable  to 
abuse.  The  first' Legislature  ought  to  be  the  ablest 
and  most  disinterested  men  of  the  community.  Every 
well-founded  objection  which  shall  be  stated  in  the 
course  of  the  discussions  on  the  subject,  should  be 
fairly  considered,  and  such  fundamental  laws  enacted 
as  would  tend  to  obviate  them. 

Mrs.  Knox  unites  with  me   in  presenting  our  most 
affectionate  respects  to  Mrs.  Washington. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  sincerest  and  most  re- 
spectful friendship,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM  RICHARD   HENRY   LEE,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  11  October,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  your  attention  to  more 
important  affairs  at  Philadelphia,  by  sending  there 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  letter  that  you  were  pleas- 
ed to  honor  me  with  from  that  city,  especially  as 
this  place  afforded  nothing  worthy  of  your  notice. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  see  the  first  act  of  Con- 
gress for  selling  federal  lands,  north-west  of  the  Ohio, 
becoming  productive  very  fast,  a  large  sum  of  public 
securities  being  already  paid  in  upon  the  first  sales; 
and   a  new   contract  is   ordered   to   be  made  with  a 
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company  in  New  Jersey  for  the  lands  between  the 
two  Miamis,  that  will  rid  us  of  at  least  two  millions 
more  of  the  public  debt.  There  is  good  reason  to 
suppose  that  by  the  next  spring  we  shall  have  re- 
duced the  domestic  debt  near  six  millions  of  dollars. 
And  it  seems  clear  that  the  lands  yet  to  be  disposed 
of,  if  well  managed,  will  sink  the  whole  thirty  mil- 
lions that  are  due. 

The  assiduity  with  which  the  Court  of  London  is 
soliciting  that  of  Spain  for  the  conclusion  of  a  com- 
mercial treaty  between  those  powers,  renders  it  a  sig- 
nal misfortune  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  get  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  States  together  to  produce  a 
conclusion  of  the  Spanish  treaty.  The  state  of  Eu- 
rope, with  respect  to  the  continuance  of  peace,  still 
hangs  in  doubtful  balance.  The  finance  weakness  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  most  strongly  opposes  war ; 
yet  the  state  of  things  is  such  as  renders  it  very 
questionable  whether  even  that  difficulty,  great  as  it 
is,  will  secure  the  continuance  of  peace. 

It  is  under  the  strongest  impressions  of  your  good- 
ness and  candor  that  I  venture  to  make  the  observa- 
tions that  follow  in  this  letter,  assuring  you  that  I 
feel  it  among  the  first  distresses  that  have  happened 
to  me  in  my  life,  that  I  find  myself  compelled,  by 
irresistible  conviction  of  mind,  to  doubt  about  the 
new  system  for  Federal  Government  recommended  by 
the  late  Convention. 

It  is,  Sir,  in  consequence  of  long  reflection  upon 
the  nature  of  man  and  of  government,  that  I  am  led 
to  fear  the  danger  that  will  ensue  to  civil  liberty 
from  the  adoption  of  the  new  system,  in  its  present 
form.  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  change 
in  the  present  plan  of  Confederation;  and,  although 
there   may  be   difficulties,   not   inconsiderable,  in  pro- 
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curing  the  adoption  of  such  amendments  to  the  Con- 
vention system,  as  will  give  security  to  the  just 
rights  of  human  nature,  and  better  secure  from  in- 
jury the  discordant  interests  of  the  different  parts  of 
this  Union,  yet  I  hope  that  these  difficulties  are  not 
insurmountable,  because  we  are  happily  uninterrupted 
by  external  war,  or  by  such  internal  discords  as  can 
prevent  peaceable  and  fair  discussion,  in  another  Con- 
vention, of  those  objections  that  are  fundamentally 
strong  against  the  new  Constitution,  which  abounds 
with  useful  regulations.  As  there  is  so  great  a  part 
of  the  business  well  done  already,  I  think  that  such 
alterations  as  must  give  very  general  content,  could 
not  long  employ  another  Convention,  when  provided 
with  the  sense  of  the  different  States  upon  those 
alterations. 

I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  the  amendments, 
generally  thought  to  be  necessary,  will  be  found  to 
be  of  such  a  nature  as,  though  they  do  not  oppose 
the  exercise  of  a  very  competent  federal  power,  are 
yet  such  as  the  best  theories  on  Government,  and 
the  best  practice  upon  those  theories,  have  found  ne- 
cessary; at  the  same  time  that  they  are  such  as  the 
opinions  of  our  people  have  for  ages  been  fixed  on. 
It  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  here  to  enumerate 
particulars,  as  I  expect  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you 
at  Mount  Vernon,  in  my  way  home,  early  in  Novem- 
ber. In  the  mean  time,  I  have  only  to  request  that 
my  best  respects  may  be  presented  to  your  lady, 
and  that  I  may  be  remembered  to  the  rest  of  the 
good  family  of  Mount  Vernon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  Sir,  with  the  most 
unfeigned  respect>  esteem  and  affection,  &c, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

vol.  iv.  16 


182  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

FROM   JAMES   MADISON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  14  October,  1787 

Dear  Sir, 

The  letter  herewith  inclosed  was  put  into  my  hands 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Crevecoeur,  who  belongs  to  the  con- 
sular establishment  of  France  in  this  country.  I  add 
to  it  a  pamphlet  which  Mr.  Pinckney  has  submitted 
to  the  public,  or  rather,  as  he  professes,  to  the  peru- 
sal of  his  friends,  and  a  printed  sheet  containing  his 
ideas  on  a  very  delicate  subject;  too  delicate,  in  my 
opinion,  to  have  been  properly  confided  to  the  press. 
He  conceives  that  his  precautions  against  any  farther 
circulation  of  the  piece  than  he  himself  authorizes, 
are  so  effectual  as  to  justify  the  step.  I  wish  he 
may  not  be  disappointed.  In  communicating  a  copy 
to  you,  I  fulfil  his  wishes  only. 

No  decisive  indications  of  the  public  mind,  in  the 
Northern  and  Middle  States,  can  yet  be  collected. 
The  reports  continue  to  be  rather  favorable  to  the  act 
of  the  Convention,  from  every  quarter ;  but  its  adver- 
saries will  naturally  be  latest  in  showing  themselves. 
Boston  is  certainly  friendly.  An  opposition  is  known 
to  be  in  petto  in  Connecticut,  but  is  said  not  to  be 
much  dreaded  by  the  other  side.  Rhode  Island  will 
be  divided  on  this  subject,  in  the  same  manner  as  it 
has  been  on  the  question  of  paper  money.  The  news- 
papers here  have  contained  sundry  publications  ani- 
madverting on  the  proposed  Constitution;  and  it  is 
known  that  the  Government  party  are  hostile  to  it 
There  are,  on  the  other  side,  so  many  able  and  weighty 
advocates,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Eastern  States,  if 
favorable,  will  add  so  much  force  to  their  arguments, 
that  there   is   at  least   as   much  ground  for  hope  as 
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for  apprehension.  I  do  not  learn  that  any  opposition 
is  likely  to  be  made  in  New  Jersey.  The  temper  of 
Pennsylvania  will  be  best  known  to  you  from  the 
direct  information  which  you  cannot  fail  to  receive 
through  the  newspapers  and  other  channels. 

Congress  have  been  of  late  employed  chiefly  in 
settling  the  requisition,  and  in  making  some  arrange- 
ments for  the  western  country.  The  latter  consist 
of  the  appointment  of  a  Governor  and  Secretary,  and 
the  allotment  of  a  sum  of  money  for  Indian  treaties, 
if  they  should  be  found  necessary.  The  requisition, 
so  far  as  it  varies  our  fiscal  system,  makes  the  pro- 
portion of  indents  receivable,  independently  of  specie, 
and  those  of  different  years  indiscriminately  receivable 
for  any  year,  and  does  not,  as  heretofore,  tie  down 
the  States  to  a  particular  mode  of  obtaining  them. 
Mr.  Adams  has  been  permitted  to  return  home  after 
February  next,  and  Mr.  Jefferson's  appointment  con- 
tinued for  three  years  longer.  With  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  most  affectionate  regard, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  15  October,  1787. 

My  dear  General, 
I  have  a  few  days  ago  written  to  you  by  M.  de 
Moustier,  the  new  Minister  from  this  Court  He  is  a 
sensible  and  honest  man,  with  whom  I  think  that  the 
people  of  America  will  be  satisfied.  He  is  very  de- 
sirous to  be  presented  to  you,  and  I  have  invited 
him  in  your  name  to  Mount  Vernon,  as  well   as  Ma- 
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dame  de  Brehan,  a  very  agreeable  lady,  his  sister-in- 
law,  who  goes  out  with  him. 

Inclosed  here,  my  dear  General,  is  the  copy  of  an 
official  letter  to  Congress,  wherein  I  have  expressed 
my  sentiments  on  the   present   state  of  affairs. 

What  is  become  of  the  happy  years,  my  beloved  Ge- 
neral, when,  before  my  sentiments  were  formed,  I  had 
time  to  model  them  after  your  judgment?  This  com- 
fort at  least  remains  for  me, — to  endeavour  guessing 
what  your  opinion  will  be  on  every  case  that  occurs. 

There  is  nothing  new  since  my  last  Amsterdam 
has  ended  her  resistance,  and  there  are  now  States 
Generals  and  Provincial  States  for  each  of  the  seven 
Provinces  regularly  elected,  which  are,  to  a  man,  bound 
to  the  Stadtholderian  party.  It  is  one  of  the  vices 
of  their  Constitution,  that  the  voice  of  their  Magis- 
trates, howsoever  elected,  is  mistaken  for  the  voice 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Jefferson  and  myself  are  now  employed  in 
commercial  affairs  for  the  United  States.  M.  de  Ca- 
lonne's  letter  will  be  framed  into  an  arrSt  of  the 
Council,  and  additional  favors  will  be  so  adjusted  as 
to  take  in  every  thing  that  is  consistent  with  this 
Government  The  disposition  of  the  Minister  is  as 
good  as  we  can  wish;  and  I  am  happy  in  the  good 
fortune  America  had,  that  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son was  sent  to  this  country.  Nothing  as  yet  is  de- 
cided with  respect  to  war.  If  it  breaks  out,  the  fault 
will  be  with  England.  The  new  Secretary  at  War 
has  created  a  Board  of  General  Officers,  to  carry  on 
the  affairs  of  that  department,  whereof  he  is  the  Pre- 
sident Such  a  measure  is  very  meritorious,  and  can- 
not fail  to  do  him  great  honor.  He  is,  as  you  know, 
the  brother  to  the  Archbishop. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General.    I  hope  you  think  often 
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of  an  adoptive  son,  who  loves  you  with  all  the  powers 

of  his  heart ;  and,  as  long  as  it  has  life,  will  ever  be 

Your  most  grateful,  affectionate,  respectful  friend, 

Lafayette. 

P.  S.  My  best  and  tenderest  respects  wait  on 
Mrs.  Washington.  Remember  me  most  respectfully 
to  your  mother  and  relations,  particularly  to  George. 
I  pay  my  compliments  to  all  friends.  Adieu,  my 
dear  General 


FROM   JAMES   MADISON,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  28  October,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  mail  of  yesterday  brought  me  your  favor  of 
the  22d  instant.  The  communications  from  Richmond 
give  me  as  much  pleasure,  as  they  exceed  my  ex- 
pectations. As  I  find,  by  a  letter  from  a  member  of 
the  Assembly,  however,  that  Colonel  Mason  had  not 
got  down,  and  it  appears  that  Mr.  Henry  is  not  at 
bottom  a  friend,  I  am  not  without  fears  that  their 
combined  influence  and  management  may  yet  create 
difficulties.  There  is  one  consideration,  which  I  think 
ought  to  have  some  weight  in  the  case,  over  and 
above  the  intrinsic  inducements  to  embrace  the  Con- 
stitution, and  which  I  have  suggested  to  some  of  my 
correspondents.  There  is  at  present  a  very  strong  pro- 
bability that  nine  States,  at  least,  will  pretty  speed- 
ily concur  in  establishing  it  What  will  become  of 
the  tardy  remainder?  They  must  be  either  left  as 
outcasts  from  the  Society,  to  shift  for  themselves,  or 
be  compelled  to  come  in,  or  must  come  in  of  them- 
selves when  they  will  be  allowed   no  credit  for  it 

16* 
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Can  either  of  these  situations  be  as  eligible  as  a 
prompt  and  manly  determination  to  support  the  Union, 
and  share  its  common  fortunes? 

My  last  stated  pretty  fully  the  information  which 
had  arrived  here  from  different  quarters,  concerning 
the  proposed  Constitution.  I  recollect  nothing  that  is 
now  to  be  added,  farther  than  that  the  Assembly  of 
Massachusetts,  now  sitting,  certainly  gives  it  a  friend- 
ly reception.  I  inclose  a  Boston  paper,  by  which  it 
appears  that  Governor  Hancock  has  ushered  it  to 
them  in  as  propitious  a  manner  as  could  have  been 
required, 

Mr.  P.'s  character  is,  as  you  observe,  well  marked 
by  the  publications  which  I  inclosed.  His  printing 
the  secret  paper  at  this  time,  could  have  no  motive 
but  the  appetite  for  expected  praise;  for  the  subject 
to  which  it  relates  has  been  dormant  a  considerable 
time,  and  seems  likely  to  remain  so. 

A  foreign  gentleman  of  merit,  and  who,  besides 
this  general  title,  brings  me  a  letter  which  gives  him 
a  particular  claim  to  my  civilities,  is  very  anxious  to 
obtain  a  sketch  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  route  from 
the  highest  navigable  part  of  it  to  the  western  waters 
which  are  to  be  connected  with  the  Potomac  by  the 
portage;  together  with  a  sketch  of  the  works  which 
are  going  on,  and  a  memorandum  of  the  progress 
made  in  them.  Knowing  of  no  other  channel  through 
which  I  could  enable  myself  to  gratify  this  gentle- 
man, I  am  seduced  into  the  liberty  of  resorting  to 
your  kindness;  and  of  requesting  that  if  you  have 
such  a  draught  by  you,  your  amanuensis  may  be  per- 
mitted to  take  a  very  rough  copy  of  it  for  me.  In 
making  this  request,  I  beseech  you,  Sir,  to  understand 
.  that  I  do  it  with  not  more  confidence  in  your  good- 
ness, than  with   the   sincerest  desire   that  it  may  be 
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disregarded,  if  it   cannot  be   fulfilled   with   the   most 
perfect   convenience.    With    sentiments    of  the    most 
perfect  esteem  and  the  most  affectionate  regard, 
I  remain,  dear  Sir,  &c., 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM   JAMES   GARDOQUI. 

New  York,  29  October,  1787. 

Permit  me,  my  dear  Sir,  to  intrude  upon  your  ru- 
ral repose  once  more  with  a  subject  that,  from  the 
moment  that  I  became  acquainted  with  the  United 
States,  I  have  exerted  myself  with  unabated  zeal  to 
establish,  —  a  permanent  and  sincere  amity  between 
our  two  countries  on  the  principles  of  mutual  interest. 
No  two  nations  in  the  world,  in  my  opinion,  apply 
so  exactly  to  each  other.  On  such  solid  basis  I 
hoped  to  have  founded  a  national  connection  which 
would  have  daily  acquired  strength  from  the  experi- 
ence of  its  advantages,  and  did  not  doubt  but  the 
object  of  my  wishes  would  have  been  accomplished 
with  facility.  The  generous  conduct  and  views  of  my 
Royal  Master  shine  brightly  with  the  most  sincere 
friendship ;  and,  had  I  met  with  a  consonant  temper 
in  all  the  States,  the  great  work  would  have  long 
ago  been  completed,  and  our  countries  would  have 
been  now  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  the  comforts 
and  advantages  of  a  friendly  intercourse.  But  the 
opposition  of  Virginia,  expressed  by  the  published 
instructions  of  the  last  Assembly  to  her  Delegates  in 
Congress,  has,  perhaps,  obstructed  the  conclusion  of 
the  negotiation. 

These  instructions,  I  doubt  not,  must  have  reached 
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the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  London.  By  the  public 
prints  from  the  last  of  those  places,  it  is  assured  that 
one  of  their  most  able  politicians  has  been  ordered  to 
the  former ;  and  I  think  we  must  take  it  for  granted 
that  he  will  indubitably  avail  himself  of  the  above- 
mentioned  opposition  and  instructions.  I  leave  to 
your  superior  penetration  to  judge  of  what  the  conse- 
quences may  be,  and  whether  something  ought  not 
to  be  done  immediately;  believing  it,  from  my  heart, 
to  be  highly  essential  to  the  true  interest  of  the 
United  States,  before  it  is  too  late. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  making  this  candid  commu- 
nication to  you,  convinced  that  your  constant  attach- 
ment to  the  public  good,  will  prompt  you  to  take 
into  consideration  these  truths,  and  that  your  know- 
ledge of  my  conduct  will  induce  you  to  attribute  this 
confidence  to  my  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  har- 
mony and  interest  of  the  two  nations,  and  to  the  re- 
luctance which  I  feel  in  the  prospect  of  being  obliged 
to  abandon  an  object  which  has  so  long  held  the 
first  place  in  my  heart,  and  which  I  believe  to  be 
essential  to  the  interest  and  prospects  of  our  two 
countries. 

Give  me  leave  to  congratulate  you,  and  to  express 
my  sincere  joy,  on  the  happy  escape  you  made  on  a 
bridge  in  your  way  home.  May  the  Almighty  con- 
tinue preserving  you,  for  many  years,  for  the  good 
of  this  country  and  of  mankind  in  general !  And 
permit  me  to  conclude  with  my  most  humble  respects 
to  your  worthy  lady,  and  with  unfeigned  assurance 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  &c, 

James  Gabdoqui. 
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FROM  ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

30  October,  1787. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  ex- 
plicit manner  in  which  you  contradict  the  insinuations 
mentioned  in  my  last  letter.  The  only  use  I  shall 
make  of  your  answer,  will  be  to  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  a  few  friends. 

The  Constitution  proposed  has,  in  this  State,  warm 
friends  and  warm  enemies.  The  first  impressions 
every  where  are  in  its  favor;  but  the  artillery  of  its 
opponents  makes  some  impression.  The  event  cannot 
yet  be  foreseen.  The  inclosed  is  the  first  number  of 
a   series   of  papers  to    be  written  in  its   defence. 

I  send  you  also,  at  the  request  of  the  Baron  de  Steu- 
ben, a  printed  pamphlet,  containing  the  grounds  of 
an  application  lately  made  to  Congress.  He  tells  me 
there  is  some  reference  to  you,  the  object  of  which  he 
does  not  himself  seem  clearly  to  understand;  but  ima- 
gines it  may  be  in  your  power  to  be  of  service  to 
him.  There  are  public  considerations  that  induce  me 
to  be  somewhat  anxious  for  his  success.  He  is  forti- 
fied with  materials  which,  in  Europe,  could  not  fail  to 
establish  the  belief  of  the  contract  he  alleges.  The 
documents  of  service  he  possesses  are  of  a  nature  to 
convey  an  exalted  idea  of  them.  The  compensations 
he  has  received,  though  considerable,  if  compared 
with  those  which  have  been  received  by  American 
officers,  will,  according  to  European  ideas,  be  very 
scanty  in  application  to  a  stranger  who  is  acknow- 
ledged to  have  rendered  essential  services.  Our  re- 
putation abroad  is  not,  at  present,  too  high.  To  dis- 
miss an   old   soldier,  empty  and   hungry,  to  seek  the 
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bounty  of  those  on  whom  he  has  no  claims,  and  to 
complain  of  unkind  returns  and  violated  engagements, 
will  certainly  not  tend  to  raise  it  I  confess,  too, 
there  is  something  in  my  feelings  which  would  incline 
me,  in  this  case,  to  go  farther  than  might  be  strictly 
necessary,  rather  than  drive  a  man,  at  the  Baron's 
time  of  life,  who  has  been  a  faithful  servant,  to  ex- 
tremities. And  this  is  unavoidable,  if  he  does  not 
succeed  in  his  present  attempt.  What  he  asks  would, 
all  calculations  made,  terminate  in  this, — an  allowance 
of  his  five  hundred  and  fifty  guineas  a  year.  He 
only  wishes  a  recognition  of  the  contract  He  knows 
that,  until  affairs  mend,  no  money  can  be  produced. 
I  do  not  know  how  far  it  may  be  in  your  power 
to  do  him  any  good ;  but  I  shall  be  mistaken  if  the 
considerations  I  have  mentioned  do  not  appear  to 
your  Excellency  to  have  some  weight  I  remain, 
with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Tour  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM   GEORGE  MASON. 

Richmond,  6  November,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 
On  Saturday  last,  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  upon  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whom 
were  referred  sundry  petitions,  some  praying  for  an 
emission  of  paper  money,  and  others  for  making  pro- 
perty, at  an  appraised  value,  a  tender  in  discharge 
of  debts,  I  moved  and  carried  the  resolutions  of  which 
I  inclose  a  copy.  During  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject, after  treating  the  petitions  as  founded  upon 
fraud  and  knavery,  I   called   upon   any  of  the  mem- 
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bers  of  the  House,  who  were  advocates  for  Such  mea- 
sures, if  any  such  there  were,  to  come  boldly  forward, 
and  explain  their  real  motives.  But  they  declined 
entering  into  the  debate,  and  the  resolutions  passed 
unanimously.  I  hope  they  have  given  this  iniquitous 
measure  a  mortal  stab,  and  that  we  shall  not  again 
be  troubled  with  it 

A  resolution  this  day  passed  for  an  absolute  prohi- 
bition of  all  imported  spirits,  with  some  others,  in 
my  opinion,  almost  equally  impolitic,  and  calculated 
to  subject  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  to  the  arbi- 
trary impositions  of  the  western.  The  prohibition  of 
the  single  article  of  rum,  would  cut  off  a  net  reve- 
nue of  eleven  thousand  pounds  per  annum.  When 
the  bill  is  brought  in,  I  think  they  will  find  such 
insuperable  difficulties  in  the  mode  of  carrying  it 
into  execution,  as  will  oblige  them  to  abandon  the 
project. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lutions upon  the  proposed  Federal  Government;  by 
which  it  will  appear  that  the  Assembly  have  given 
time  for  full  examination  and  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  have  avoided  giving  any  opinion  of  their 
own  upon  the  subject. 

I  beg  to  be  presented  to  your  lady  and  family; 
and  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  regard,  &c, 

George  Mason. 

P.  S.  A  plan  is  before  the  House  for  a  three 
years'  instalment  of  all  debts.  Though,  in  my  opi- 
nion, very  exceptionable,  it  is  better  than  the  plans  of 
that  kind  heretofore  proposed,  and  I  believe  will  be 
adopted,  in  spite  of  every  opposition  that  can  be 
made  to  it  I  shall,  therefore,  instead  of  pointing 
the  little   opposition  I  can   make   against  the  whole, 
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endeavour  to  change  the  plan,  by  making  the  con- 
sent of  the  creditor  necessary,  and  the  instalments 
voluntary,  and,  in  such  cases,  giving  the  force  of 
judgments  to  the  instalment  bonds. 


FROM  PAUL  JONES. 

New  York,  9  November,  1787. 

Sir, 

Accounts  having  arrived,  and  being  credited  here, 
that  the  British  fleet  was  out,  and  had  been  seen 
steering  to  the  westward,  and  that  a  British  squa- 
dron was  cruising  in  the  North  Sea,  I  was  advised 
by  my  friends  not  to  embark  in  the  French  packet 
that  sailed  hence  the  25th  ultimo.  I  am  sorry  to 
have  lost  that  opportunity,  as  those  accounts  are  now 
contradicted.  I  shall  embark  to-morrow  in  an  Ameri- 
can ship,  bound  for  Amsterdam,  and  have  bargained 
to  be  landed  in  France.  I  shall  go  directly  to  Paris, 
and  deliver  the  two  packets  you  sent  to  my  care 
immediately  on  my  arrival,  with  two  others  from  you, 
that  have  been  since  put  into  my  hands,  for  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  for  the  long  detention  of 
your  letters;  but  Colonel  Carrington,  who  does  me 
the  honor  to  carry  this,  can  inform  you  that  it  has 
not  depended  on  me  to  forward  them  sooner,  and 
that  Mr.  Jay  has  had  no  opportunity  till  now  of  send- 
ing his  despatches  to  Europe  since  the  month  of  June. 
I  am,  Sir, 
With  profound  respect  and  perfect  esteem,  &c, 

Paul  Jones. 
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FROM   JAMES   MADISON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  18  November,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  5th  instant  found  me  in  Phila- 
delphia, whither  I  had  proceeded,  under  arrangements 
for  proceeding  to  Virginia  or  returning  to  this  place, 
as  I  might  there  decide.  I  did  not  acknowledge  it 
in  Philadelphia,  because  I  had  nothing  to  communi- 
cate, which  you  would  not  receive  more  fully  and 
correctly  from  the  Mr.  Morrises,  who  were  setting 
out  for  Virginia. 

All  my  informations  from  Richmond  concur  in  re- 
presenting the  enthusiasm  in  favor  of  the  new  Con- 
stitution as  subsiding,  and  giving  place  to  a  spirit 
of  criticism.  I  was  fearful  of  such  an  event,  from 
the  influence  and  cooperation  of  some  of  the  adver- 
saries. I  do  not  learn,  however,  that  the  cause  has 
lost  its  majority  in  the  Legislature,  and  still  less 
among  the  people  at  large.  I  have  nothing  to  add 
to  the  information  heretofore  given  concerning  the 
progress  of  the  Constitution  in  other  States.  Mr. 
Gerry  has  presented  his  objections  to  the  Legislature 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  them,  and  signified  his  readi- 
ness, if  desired,  to  give  the  particular  reasons  on 
which  they  were  founded.  The  Legislature,  it  seems, 
decline  the  explanation,  either  from  a  supposition  that 
they  have  nothing  further  to  do  in  the  business,  hav- 
ing handed  it  over  to  the  Convention,  or  from  an 
unwillingness  to  countenance  Mr.  Gerry's  conduct ; 
or  from  both  these  considerations.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  promulgation  of  this  letter  will  shake  the 
confidence  of  some,  and  embolden  the  opposition  of 
others,  in   that    State ;    but   I    cannot    discover   any 

VOL.  iv.  17 
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ground  for   distrusting  the   prompt  and   decided  con- 
currence of  a  large  majority. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  seven  first  numbers  of  the 
Federalist,  a  paper  addressed  to  the  people  of  this 
State.  They  relate  entirely  to  the  importance  of  the 
Union.  If  the  whole  plan  should  be  executed,  it  will 
present  to  the  public  a  full  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  proposed  Constitution,  in  all  its  relations.  From 
the  opinion  I  have  formed  of  the  views  of  a  party 
in  Virginia,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  observa- 
tions on  the  first  branch  of  the  subject  may  not  be 
superfluous  antidotes  in  that  State,  any  more  than  in 
this.  If  you  concur  with  me,  perhaps  the  papers  may 
be  put  into  the  hand  of  some  of  your  confidential 
correspondents  at  Richmond,  who  would  have  them 
reprinted  there.  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  that  I 
am  likely  to  have  such  a  degree  of  connection  with 
the  publication  here,  as  to  afford  a  restraint  of  deli- 
cacy from  interesting  myself  directly  in  the  republi- 
cation elsewhere.  You  will  recognize  one  of  the  pens 
concerned  in  the  task.  There  are  three  in  the  whole. 
A  fourth  may  possibly  bear  a  part. 

The  intelligence  by  the  packet,  as  far  as  I  have 
collected  it,  is  contained  in  the  Gazette  of  yesterday. 
Virginia  is  the  only  State  represented  as  yet  When 
a  Congress  will  be  formed,  is  altogether  uncertain. 
It  is  not  very  improbable,  I  think,  that  the  interreg- 
num may  continue  throughout  the  winter.  With  every 
sentiment  of  respect  and  attachment, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 
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FROM   THOMAS   JOHNSON. 

Annapolis,  11  December,  1787. 

Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  9th,  directed  to  Mr.  Lee  and 
myself,  and  its  inclosure,  came  to  hand  to-day  very 
opportunely.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  pur-, 
pose  to  rise  next  Saturday;  and,  preparatory  to  it, 
resolved,  in  the  morning,  to  receive  no  new  business 
after  this  day.  This  circumstance  precluded  all  for- 
mality; and  Mr.  Lee  being  absent,  I  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  under  the  same  title  as  the  act 
passed  in  Virginia.  Leave  was  granted,  and  I  expect 
there  will  be  no  opposition  in  any  stage  of  it.  I 
think  at  present  to  make  a  small  deviation,  by  giv- 
ing the  President  and  Directors  their  choice  to  prose- 
cute in  the  County  Courts,  which  will  generally  be 
speedier,  or  in  the  General  Court. 

Our  affairs  are  so  embarrassed  with  a  diversity  of 
paper  money  and  paper  securities,  a  sparing  imposi- 
tion and  an  infamous  collection  and  payment  (or 
rather  non-payment)  of  taxes,  that  Mr.  Hartshorn's  re- 
peated applications  to  our  Treasury  have  proved  fruit- 
less, nor  can  I  say  when  there  will  be  money  in 
hand  to  answer  the  three  hundred  pounds  sterling 
due.  Some  of  our  debts  are  so  pressing,  that  a  good 
many  of  us  Delegates  feel  very  uneasy;  and  I  yet 
hope  a  serious  attempt  for  an  immediate  provision  for 
them,  and  that  the  Potomac  demand  may  be  includ- 
ed. The  present  circumstances  with  respect  to  the 
future  seat  of  Congress,  in  my  opinion,  call  for  vigor- 
ous exertions  to  perfect  the  navigation  of  Potomac 
speedily;  and  it  is  truly  mortifying  to  see  so  little 
prospect  of  being  supplied  with  the  essential  means. 
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Surely  five  or  six  hundred  miles  of  inland  navigation, 
added  to  the  central  situation  and  other  advantages, 
would  decide  in  favor  of  Potomac  for  the  permanent 
seat  of  Congress. 

Colonel  Fitzgerald  wrote  Mr.  Lee  and  myself  to 
mention  the  time  we  could  meet  at  Shenandoah  to 
inquire  into  complaints  against  Mr.  Steward,  in  his 
absence.  I  could  only  write  him  that  I  would  attend 
at  any  time  that  might  be  agreeable  to  you  and  the 
other  gentlemen,  after  my  return  home,  which  will 
probably  be  the  last  of  next  week.  I  wish,  Sir,  your 
convenience  to  be  consulted,  and  that  it  may  be  con- 
venient and  agreeable  to  you  to  make  my  house  in 
your  way.  Very  little  notice  of  the  time  to  meet 
will  be  sufficient  for  me,  and  I  dare  say  for  Mr.  Lee. 

Late  in  the  last  session,  I  received  your  letter, 
relative  to  Mr.  Wilson's  application  to  our  Assembly. 
It  was  next  to  impossible  then  to  draw  any  attention 
to  that,  or  to  investigate  any  subject,  in  a  proper 
manner.  We  had  grown  impatient  in  the  extreme. 
On  the  most  diligent  and  repeated  searches  since  my 
receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  22d  of  November,  his 
papers  cannot  be  found,  though  Mr.  Digges,  and  some 
of  the  other  members,  have  it  on  memory  that^  on 
reading  in  the  House,  the  business  was  referred.  My 
own  diligence,  and  that  of  a  gentleman  or  two  be- 
sides, has  been  exerted  to  prevent  the  necessity  of 
informing  you  that  so  little  care  is  taken  of  our  pa- 
pers. 

The  leaven  of  your  State  is  working  in  ours.  The 
scale  of  power,  which  I  always  suggested  would  be 
the  most  difficult  to  settle  between  the  great  and 
small  States,  as  such,  was  in  my  opinion  very  pro- 
perly adjusted.  Any  necessary  guard  for  personal 
liberty  is  the  common  interest  of  all  the  citizens   of 
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America ;  and  if  it  is  imagined  that  a  defined  power, 
which  does  not  comprehend  the  interference  with  per- 
sonal rights,  needs  negative  declarations,  I  presume 
such  may  be  added  by  the  Federal  Legislature  with 
equal  efficacy  and  more  propriety  than  might  have 
been  done  by  the  Convention.  Strongly  and  long 
impressed  with  an  idea  that  no  Government  can  make 
a  people  happy,  unless  they  very  generally  entertain 
an  opinion  that  it  is  good  in  form  and  well  admi- 
nistered, I  am  much  disposed  to  give  up  a  good  deal 
in  the  form,  the  least  essential  part  But  those  who 
are  clamorous,  seem  to  me  to  be  really  more  afraid 
of  being  restrained  from  doing  what  they  ought  not 
to  do,  and  being  compelled  to  do  what  they  ought 
to  do,  than  of  being  obliged  to  do  what  there  is  no 
moral  obligation  on  them  to  do.  I  believe  there  is 
no  American,  of  observation,  reflection,  and  candor, 
but  will  acknowledge  man  unhappily  needs  more  go- 
vernment than  he  imagines.  I  flatter  myself  that 
the  plan  recommended  will  be  adopted  in  twelve  of 
the  thirteen  States,  without  conditions,  sine  qud  non. 
But,  let  the  event  be  as  it  may,  I  shall  think  my- 
self, with  America  in  general,  greatly  indebted  to  the 
Convention;  and  possibly  we  may  confess  it,  when  it 
may  be  too  late  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  modera- 
tion and  wisdom.  You  will  pardon  me,  my  good  Sir, 
the  effusions  which  I  cannot  restrain  when  on  this 
subject;  and  believe  me  to  be, 

With  very  great  respect,  &c, 

Thomas  Johnson. 
17* 
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FROM  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  1  January,  1788. 

My  dear  General, 

I  am  fortunate  in  this  opportunity  to  wish  you  a 
happy  new  year,  and  to  devote  the  first  moments  of 
this  day  to  the  heartfelt  pleasure  to  remind  you,  my 
beloved  General,  of  your  adoptive  son  and  most  affec- 
tionate, devoted  friend.  I  beg  you  will  present  my 
best  respects  to  Mrs.  Washington.  Madame  de  La- 
fayette joins  in  the  most  tender  compliments  to  you 
and  to  her;  and  I  hope,  my  dear  General,  that  you 
will  be  so  kind  as  to  mention  me  very  affectionately 
to  all  the  family  and  friends. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  tell  you,  that  I  read  the 
new  proposed  Constitution  with  an  unspeakable  eager- 
ness and  attention.  I  have  admired  it,  and  find  in 
it  a  bold,  large,  and  solid  frame  for  the  Confederation. 
The  election  principles,  with  respect  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  are  most  happily  calculated.  I  am  only 
afraid  of  two  things; — first,  the  want  of  a  declaration 
of  rights ;  secondly,  the  great  powers  and  possible  con- 
tinuance of  the  Resident,  who  may  one  day  or  other 
become  a  Stadtholder.  Should  my  observations  be 
well  founded,  I  still  am  easy  on  two  accounts.  The 
first,  that  a  bill  of  rights  may  be  made,  if  wished  by 
the  people,  before  they  accept  the  Constitution.  My 
other  comfort  is,  that  you  cannot  refuse  being  elected 
President ;  and  that,  if  you  think  the  public  vessel 
can  stir  without  those  powers,  you  will  be  able  to 
lessen  them,  or  propose  measures  respecting  their  per- 
manence, which  cannot  fail  to  insure  a  greater  per- 
fection to  the  Constitution,  and  a  new  crop  of  glory 
to  yourself.    But,  in  the  name  of  America,  of  man- 
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kind  at  large,  and  your  own  fame,  I  beseech  you, 
my  dear  General,  not  to  deny  your  acceptance  of 
the  office  of  President  for  the  first  years.  Tou  only 
can  settle  that  political  machine ;  and  I  foresee  it 
will  furnish  an  admirable  chapter  to  your  history. 

I  am  returned  from  the  Provincial  Assembly  of 
Auvergne,  wherein  I  had  the  happiness  to  please  the 
people,  and  the  misfortune  to  displease  the  Government 
to  a  very  high  degree.  The  Ministry  asked  for  an 
increase  of  revenue.  Our  Province  was  among  the 
few  who  gave  nothing,  and  she  expressed  herself  in 
a  manner  which  has  been  taken  very  much  amiss. 
The  internal  situation  of  France  is  very  extraordi- 
nary. The  dispositions  of  the  people,  of  which  I  gave 
you  a  picture,  are  working  themselves  into  a  great 
degree  of  fermentation,  but  not  without  a  mixture  of 
levity  and  love  of  ease.  The  Parliaments  are  every 
day  passing  the  boundaries  of  their  Constitution,  but 
are  sure  to  be  approved  by  the  nation,  when,  among 
many  irrational  things,  they  have  the  good  policy  to 
call  for  a  General  Assembly.  Government  see  that 
the  power  of  the  Crown  is  declining,  and  now  want 
to  retrieve  it  by  an  ill-timed  and  dangerous  severity. 
For  my  part,  I  am  heartily  wishing  for  a  Constitution 
and  bill  of  rights,  and  wish  it  may  be  effected  with 
as  much  tranquillity  and  mutual  satisfaction  as  it  is 
possible. 

The  Emperor  has  made  a  foolish  attempt  on  Bel- 
grade, but  cannot  fail  to  take  it  another  time,  and  at 
the  entrance  of  the  spring  the  two  Imperial  Courts 
will  open  a  vigorous  and  no  doubt  successful  cam- 
paign against  the  Turks.  They  have  been  led  into 
a  war  by  Great  Britain;  and  should  France  take  a 
decisive  part,  it  is  more  probable  she  will  side  with 
Russia.    But  this   Government  will   avoid  to   be  com- 
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mitted  in  the  affair,  and  perhaps  will  not  be  the  bet- 
ter for  it.  The  King  of  Prussia  is  now  courting 
France,  and  proposes,  I  think,  to  withdraw  his  regi- 
ments from  Holland ;  but  this  is  a  very  insufficient, 
and  probably  a  very  useless  reparation. 

Inclosed,  my  dear  General,  are  an  arrSt  of  the 
Council,  and  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  both  of  which, 
after  long  negotiations,  we  have  had  the  satisfaction 
to  obtain.  I  expected  it  might  be  finished  before 
my  journey  to  Auvergne  j  but  new  difficulties  have 
arisen,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  and  myself  have  but  lately 
ended  the  business.  I  am  more  and  more  pleased 
with  Mr.  Jefferson.  His  abilities,  his  virtues,  his  tem- 
per, every  thing  of  him  commands  respect  and  attracts 
affection.  He  enjoys  universal  regard,  and  does  the 
affairs  of  America  to  perfection.  It  is  the  happiest 
choice  that  could  be  made.  Adieu,  my  dear  General. 
With  filial  love  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  devoted  and  affectionate  friend, 

Lafayette. 


FROM   JONATHAN  TRUMBULL. 

Hartford,  9  January,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 
With  great  satisfaction  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that,  last  evening,  the  Convention  of  this  State, 
by  a  great  majority,  voted  to  ratify  and  adopt  the 
new  proposed  Constitution  for  the  United  States ;  yeas 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  nays  forty.  With  ad- 
ditional pleasure  I  can  inform  you,  that  the  debates 
on  this  subject  have  been  conducted  with  a  spirit  of 
great  candor,  liberality,  and  fairness,  and  the  decision 
received  with  the  universal  applause  of  a  numerous 


PRIVATE    LETTERS.  201 

body  of  the  people  of  the  State,  who  attended  the 
public  deliberations  of  their  Convention,  and  expressed 
their  cordial  assent,  on  the  moment  of  decision,  with 
a  general  clap. 

The  great  unanimity  with  which  this  decision  has 
been  made,  and  the  liberality  with  which  its  previous 
deliberations  have  been  conducted  in  this  State,  I 
hope  will  have  a  happy  influence  on  the  minds  of 
our  brethren  in  Massachusetts,  Their  Convention  is 
now  collecting,  and  will  be  favored  with  this  informa- 
tion to-morrow.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  that, 
in  the  list  of  affirmants  in  this  State,  stand  the  names 
of  all  our  principal  characters,  with  the  men  of  libe- 
rality, sentiment,  and  influence. 

Although  not  honored  with  the  appointment  as  a 
Delegate  (being,  in  my  particular  circle,  under  the 
cloud  of  Commutation  and  Cincinnati),  I  have  attended 
the  debates  of  this  Convention  from  their  beginning 
to  the  close,  and  have  been  amply  compensated  by 
the  pleasure,  the  satisfaction,  and  instruction  I  have 
participated  on  the  occasion.  With  all  those  senti- 
ments of  sincere  cordiality  and  respect  with  which  I 
have  ever  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  my  dear  Sir, 
I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  subscribe  myself,  &c, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  While  I  take  the  pleasure  of  congratulating 
you,  Sir,  on  this  joyous  occasion,  I  pray  you  to  in- 
dulge my  wishes  in  begging  you  to  present  my  sin- 
cerest  respects  to  Mrs.  Washington,  with  my  tender 
solicitations  for  her  health  and  happiness. 
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FROM   JAMES   MADISON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  25  January,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favored,  since  my  last,  with  yours  of 
the  10th  instant,  with  a  copy  of  the  Governor's  letter 
to  the  Assembly.  I  do  not  know  what  impression 
the  latter  may  make  in  Virginia.  It  is  generally 
understood  here  that  the  arguments  contained  in  it 
in  favor  of  the  Constitution  are  much  stronger  than 
the  objections  which  prevented  his  assent.  His  argu- 
ments are  forcible  in  all  places,  and  with  all  persons. 
His  objections  are  connected  with  his  particular  way 
of  thinking  on  the  subject,  in  which  many  of  the 
adversaries  to  the  Constitution  do  not  concur. 

The  information  from  Boston  by  the  mail,  on  the 
evening  before  last,  has  not  removed  our  suspense. 
The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  King, 
dated  on  the  16th  instant;  — 

"We  may  have  three  hundred  and  sixty  members 
in  our  Convention.  Not  more  than  three  hundred  and 
thirty  have  yet  taken  their  seats.  Immediately  after 
the  settlement  of  elections,  the  Convention  resolved 
that  they  would  consider  and  freely  deliberate  on 
each  paragraph,  without  taking  a  question  on  any  of 
them  individually;  and  that,  on  the  question  whether 
they  would  ratify,  each  member  should  be  at  liberty 
to  discuss  the  plan  at  large.  This  resolution  seems 
to  preclude  the  idea  of  amendments,  and  hitherto  the 
measure  has  not  been  suggested.  I  however  do  not, 
from  this  circumstance,  conclude  that  it  may  not  here- 
after occur. 

"The  opponents  of  the  Constitution  moved  that 
Mr.  Gerry  should  be  requested  to  take  a  seat  in  the 
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Convention,  to  answer  such  inquiries  as  the  Conven- 
tion should  make  concerning  facts  which  happened  in 
the  passing  of  the  Constitution.  Although  this  seems 
to  be  a  very  ^regular  proposal,  yet,  considering  the 
jealousies  which  prevail  with  those  who  made  it  (who 
are  certainly  not  the  most  enlightened  part  of  the 
Convention),  and  the  doubt  of  the  issue,  had  it  been 
made  a  trial  of  strength,  several  friends  of  the  Con- 
stitution united  with  the  opponents,  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to,  and  Air.  Gerry  has  taken  his  seat. 
To-morrow,  we  are  told,  certain  inquiries  are  to  be 
moved  for  by  the  opposition,  and  that  Mr.  Gerry, 
under  the  idea  of  stating  facts,  is  to  state  his  reasons, 
&c.  This  will  be  opposed  j  and  we  shall,  on  the  divi- 
sion, be  able  to  form  some  idea  of  our  relative  strength. 
From  the  men  who  are  in  favor  of  the  Constitution, 
any  reasonable  explanation  will  be  given  j  and  argu- 
ments really  new,  and  in  my  judgment,  most  excel- 
lent, have  been  and  will  be  produced  in  its  support. 
But  what  will  be  its  fate,  I  confess  I  am  unable  to 
discern.  No  question  ever  classed  the  people  of  this 
State  in  a  more  extraordinary  manner,  or  with  more 
apparent  firmness." 

A  Congress  of  seven  States  was  made  up  on  Mon- 
day. Mr.  Cyrus  Griffin  has  been  placed  in  the  Chair. 
This  is  the  only  step  yet  taken.  I  remain,  with  the 
highest  respect  and  attachment,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  LINCOLN. 

Boston,  27  January,  1788. 


My  dear  General, 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  inclosing  two  newspapers, 
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in  which  are  the  debates  of  the  Convention  to  Satur- 
day, the  19th.  They  are  not  forward  enough  to  give 
your  Excellency  a  just  state  of  the  business.  I  there- 
fore am  induced  to  observe  that,  yesterday,  we  were 
on  the  ninth  section.  The  opposition  seem  now  in- 
clined to  hurry  over  the  business,  and  bring  on,  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  main  question.  However,  this 
they  are  not  permitted  to  do.  It  is  pretty  well  known 
what  objections  are  on  the  minds  of  the  people ;  it 
becomes,  therefore,  necessary  to  obviate  them,  if  pos- 
sible. We  have,  hitherto,  done  this  with  success.  The 
opposition  see  it,  and  are  alarmed,  for  there  are  a 
vast  many  people  attending  in  the  galleries  (we  now 
assemble  in  one  of  our  meeting-houses),  and  most  of 
the  arguments  are  published  in  the  papers.  Both  are 
of  use. 

Your  Excellency  will  see,  in  the  paper,  propositions 
for  adopting  the  Constitution  on  conditions.  This  will 
not  be  attended  to.  It  is  possible,  if  we  adopt  it  ab- 
solutely, that  the  Convention  may  recommend  certain 
amendments.  It  will  never,  I  presume,  be  adopted 
on  any  conditions.  It  will  pass  absolutely,  or  be  re- 
jected. I  have  now  higher  expectations  that  it  will 
pass  than  when  I  last  wrote.  I  think  the  friends  to 
it  increase  daily.  However,  I  would  not  raise  your 
Excellency's  expectations  too  high.  It  is  yet  impos- 
sible to  determine,  absolutely,  its  fate.  Mr.  Gerry,  as 
mentioned  in  my  last,  left  the  Convention  in  dudgeon. 
He  has  not  since  returned  to  it  I  presume  he  will 
not  return.    With  the  highest  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  my  dear  General,  &c, 

Benjamin  Lincoln. 
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FROM   BENJAMIN   LINCOLN. 

Boston,  3  February,  1788. 

My  dear  General, 

Tour  Excellency  will  find,  by  the  papers  of  yester- 
day, which  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  inclose,  that 
the  Governor  has  taken  his  seat  as  President  of  the 
Convention  j  and  that  he  came  forward  with  a  motion 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  subjoined  a 
recommendation  that  some  alterations  may  take  place 
in  it.  The  motion  has  taken  up  a  considerable  time. 
Those  in  the  opposition  want  the  Constitution  to  be 
accepted  upon  condition  that  the  alterations  be  made. 
This  they  will  not  be  able  to  carry. 

Yesterday  noon,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  mo- 
tion under  consideration  should  be  committed.  This 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  large  Committee  was  raised, 
consisting  of  two  members  from  each  of  the  large 
counties,  and  of  one  for  two  small  ones.  It  was  also 
agreed  that  each  county  should  nominate  their  own 
members,  and  that  they  should  take  one  who  had 
given  his  opinion  for,  and  one  who  had  given  his 
opinion  against,  the  Constitution,  in  each  county  where- 
in two  were  chosen.  I  expect  they  will  report  to- 
morrow afternoon,  to  which  time  the  Convention  stands 
adjourned.  I  hope  good  will  arise  from  the  measure, 
and  that  the  main  question  will  be  taken  by  Wednes- 
day next.  The  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  urge  that 
the  Governor's  motion  ought  to  be  divided,  and  that 
the  first  question  be  taken  simply,  "  Whether  they  will 
or  will  not  accept  the  Constitution."  They  are  op- 
posed in  this,  and  I  hope  the  large  Committee  will 
adjust  the  matter,  and  put  an  end  to  any  further 
dispute  upon  the  question. 

VOL.  iv.  18 
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We  find  ourselves  exceedingly  embarrassed  by*  the 
temper  which  raged  the  last  winter  in  some  of  the 
counties.  Many  of  the  insurgents  are  in  the  Conven- 
tion; even  some  of  Shays's  officers.  A  great  propor- 
tion of  those  men  are  high  in  the  opposition.  We 
could  hardly  expect  any  thing  else;  nor  could  we,  I 
think,  justly  suppose  that  those  men,  who  were  so 
lately  intoxicated  with  large  draughts  of  liberty,  and 
who  were  thirsting  for  more,  would,  in  so  short  a 
time,  submit  to  a  Constitution  which  would  further 
take  up  the  reins  of  Government  which,  in  their 
opinion,  were  too  strait  before.  I  hope  people  abroad 
will  consider  this  matter,  and  make  proper  allow- 
ances for  a  clog  of  this  kind.  I  think  the  Consti- 
tution will  pass.  I  have  the  honor  of  being,  my 
dear  General, 

With  perfect  esteem,  &c, 

Benjamin  Lincoln. 


FROM    JAMES   MADISON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  8  February,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

Another  mail  has  arrived  from  Boston,  without  ter- 
minating the  conflict  between  our  hopes  and  fears. 
I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  King  of  the  27th,  which, 
after  dilating  somewhat  on  the  ideas  in  his  former 
letters,  concludes  with  the  following  paragraph;  — 

"We  have  avoided  every  question,  which  would 
have  shown  the  division  of  the  House.  Of  conse- 
quence, we  are  not  positive  of  the  members  on  each 
side.  By  the  last  calculation  we  made  on  our  side, 
we  were  doubtful  whether  we  exceeded  them,  or  they 
us,  in   numbers.     They,  however,  say  that  they  have 
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a  majority  of  eight  or  twelve  against  us.  We  by  no 
means  despair." 

Another  letter  of  the  same  date,  from  another  mem- 
ber, gives  the  following  picture ;  — 

"Never  was  there  an  Assembly  in  this  State  in 
possession  of  greater  ability  and  information  than  the 
present  Convention;  yet  I  am  in  doubt  whether  they 
will  approve  the  Constitution.  There  are,  unhappily, 
three  parties  opposed  to  it  First;  all  men  who  are 
in  favor  of  paper  money  and  tender  laws.  Those  are 
more  or  less  in  every  part  of  the  State,  Second; 
all  the  late  insurgents  and  their  abettors.  In  the 
three  great  western  counties  they  are  very  numerous. 
We  have  in  the  Convention  eighteen  or  twenty  who 
were  actually  in  Shays's  army.  Third;  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  members  from  the  Province  of  Maine. 
Many  of  them  and  their  constituents  are  only  squat- 
ters upon  other  people's  land,  and  they  are  afraid  of 
being  brought  to  account  They  also  think,  though 
erroneously,  that  their  favorite  plan  of  being  a  sepa- 
rate State  will  be  defeated.  Add  to  these,  the  honest, 
doubting  people,  and  they  make  a  powerful  host 
The  leaders  of  this  party  are  a  Mr.  Widgery,  Mr. 
Thomson,  and  Mr.  Nason,  from  the  Province  of  Maine; 
a  Dr.  Taylor,  from  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  Mr. 
Bishop,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Rhode  Island. 

"  To  manage  the  cause  against  them,  are  the  pre- 
sent and  late  Governor,  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  fifteen  members  of  the  Senate,  twenty  from 
among  the  most  respectable  of  the  Clergy,  ten  or 
twelve  of  the  first  characters  at  the  Bar,  Judges  of 
Probate,  High  Sheriflfs  of  counties,  and  many  other 
respectable  people,  merchants,  &c;  Generals  Heath, 
Lincoln,  Brooks,  and  others  of  the  late  army.  With 
all   this  ability  in  support  of  the  cause,  I  am  pretty 
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well  satisfied  we  shall  lose  the  question,  unless  we 
can  take  off  some  of  the  opposition  by  amendments. 
I  do  not  mean  such  as  are  to  be  made  conditions  of 
the  ratification,  but  recommendatory  only.  Upon  this 
plan  I  flatter  myself  we  may  possibly  get  a  majori- 
ty of  twelve  or  fifteen,  if  not  more." 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  has  voted  a  Conven- 
tion on  June  17th.     I  remain,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jil 


FROM   BENJAMIN   LINCOLN. 

Boston,  6  February,  1788. 

My  dear  General, 

The  Convention  this  evening  ratified  the  Constitu- 
tion; present,  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  members; 
one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  yeas,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  nays;  nineteen  majority  in  favor  of 
the  adoption. 

As  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  the  spirit  which 
operated  the  last  winter  had  its  influence  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  members  for  the  Convention,  and  was  a 
clog  upon  us  through  the  whole  business.  To  this 
source  may  be  ascribed  the  great  opposition  we  have 
experienced  through  the  long  debates,  and  the  small- 
ness  of  the  majority.  I  hope  the  neighbouring  States 
will  consider  this,  and  not  suffer  it  to  weigh  in  their 
decisions. 

Yesterday  there  was  a  motion  for  an  adjournment, 
which  cost  us  the  whole  day.  Upon  the  question  at 
evening,  there  were  about  one  hundred  majority 
against  it;  this  was  a  damper  upon  the  opposition, 
and  they  had  little  hope  after.  When,  this  evening, 
the  question  went  against  them,  some  of  the  leaders 
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arose,  and  assured  the  Convention,  that  they  were  con- 
vinced that  the  debates  had  been  conducted  with 
fairness  and  candor,  and  that  they  should  return  with 
dispositions  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  their  constituents, 
and  to  preserve  the  peace  and  order  of  the  people  at 
large.  I  hope  and  trust  they  will,  and  that  we  shall 
soon  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  good  government 

I  shall  continue  to  write  to  your  Excellency,  whilst 
any  thing  relative  to  this  great  subject  shall  turn  up 
here  worthy  your  notice.  Forgive  the  haste ;  the 
post-office  will  be  shut  And  believe  me,  with  the 
sincerest  esteem  and  regard, 

My  dear  General,  &c, 

Benjamin  Lincoln. 

P.  S.  Upon  the  issue  of  the  question,  every  de- 
monstration of  joy  was  discovered  among  the  people. 


FROM   JAMES  MADISON,  IN   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  20  February,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  just  favored  with  yours  of  the  7th  instant, 
and  will  attend  to  your  wishes  as  to  the  political  es- 
says in  the  press. 

I  have  given  notice  to  my  friends  in  Orange,  that 
the  county  may  command  my  services  in  the  Con- 
vention, if  it  pleases.  I  can  say,  with  great  truth, 
however,  that  in  this  overture  I  sacrifice  every  pri- 
vate inclination  to  considerations  not  of  a  selfish  na- 
ture. I  foresee  that  the  undertaking  will  involve  me 
in  very  laborious  and  irksome  discussions;  that  pub- 
lic opposition  to  several  very  respectable  characters, 
18* 
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whose  esteem  and  friendship  I  greatly  prize,  may 
unintentionally  endanger  the  subsisting  connection ; 
and  that  disagreeable  misconstructions,  of  which  sam- 
ples have  been  already  given,  may  be  the  fruit  of 
those  exertions  which  fidelity  will  impose.  But  I 
have  made  up  my  determination  on  the  subject;  and, 
if  I  am  informed  that  my  presence  at  the  election  in 
the  county  be  indispensable,  shall  submit  to  that  con- 
dition also,  though  it  is  my  particular  wish  to  decline 
it,  as  well  to  avoid  apparent  solicitude  on  the  occa- 
sion, as  a  journey  of  such  length  at  a  very  unplea- 
sant season. 

I  had  seen  the  extract  of  your  letter  to  Colonel 
Carter,  and  had  supposed,  from  the  place  where  it 
first  made  its  appearance,  that  its  publication  was  the 
effect  of  the  zeal  of  a  correspondent.  I  cannot  but 
think,  on  the  whole,  that  it  may  have  been  of  ser- 
vice, notwithstanding  the  scandalous  misinterpretations 
of  it  which  have  been  attempted.  As  it  has  evident- 
ly the  air  of  a  paragraph  to  a  familiar  friend,  the 
omissions  of  an  argumentative  support  of  the  opinion 
given,  will  appear  to  no  candid  reader  unnatural  or 
improper. 

We  have  no  late  information  from  Europe,  except 
through  the  English  papers,  which  represent  the  af- 
fairs of  France  as  in  the  most  ticklish  state.  The 
facts  have  every  appearance  of  authenticity,  and  we 
wait  with  great  impatience  for  the  packet,  which  is 
daily  expected.  It  can  be  little  doubted  that  the 
patriots  have  been  abandoned ;  whether  from  impoten- 
cy  in  France,  misconduct  in  them,  or  from  what  other 
cause,  is  not  altogether  clear.  The  French  apologists 
are  visibly  embarrassed  by  the  dilemma  of  submitting 
to  the  appearance  of  either  weakness,  or  the  want  of 
faith.     They  seem  generally  to   allege,  that  their  en- 
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gagements  being  with  the  Republic,  the  nation  could 
not  oppose  the  regular  authority  of  the  country,  by 
supporting  a  single  Province,  or  perhaps  a  single  par- 
ty in  it  only.  The  validity  of  this  excuse  will  de- 
pend much  on  the  real  connection  between  France 
and  the  patriots,  and  the  assurances  given  as  an  en- 
couragement to  the  latter.  From  the  British  Bang's 
speech,  it  would  seem  that  France  had  avowed  her 
purpose  of  supporting  her  Dutch  friends,  though  it  is 
possible  her  menaces  to  England  might  be  carried  far- 
ther than  her  real  promises  to  the  patriots.  All  these 
circumstances,  however,  must  have  galled  the  pride 
of  France ;  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  a  war  will 
prove  it,  as  soon  as  her  condition  will  admit  of  it 
Perhaps  she  may  be  the  sooner  forced  into  it  on  ac- 
count of  her  being  in  a  contrary  situation.  I  hear 
nothing  yet   from  the  Convention  of  New  Hampshire. 

I  remain,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM   JOHN  LANGDON. 

Portsmouth,   28  February,  1788. 

Sir, 
The  Convention  of  this  State  met  the  13th  instant, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  federal  plan  of  Govern- 
ment Contrary  to  the  expectation  of  almost  every 
thinking  man,  a  small  majority  of  (say,  four)  persons 
appeared  against  the  system.  This  was  the  most 
astonishing  to  every  man  of  any  information,  as  Mas- 
sachusetts had  accepted  it,  and  this  State  in  particu- 
lar had  every  thing  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose,  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Government;  and  almost  every 
man  of  property  and   abilities,  for  it.     However,  this 
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can  be  accounted  for.  Just  at  the  moment  that  the 
choice  for  members  for  our  Convention,  in  one  of  our 
principal  counties,  took  place,  a  report  was  circulated 
by  a  few  designing  men,  who  wished  for  confusion, 
that  the  Massachusetts  Convention,  who  had  just  met, 
were  against  the  plan,  and  would  certainly  refuse  it; 
that  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  in  danger,  and 
the  great  men,  as  they  call  them,  were  forming  a 
plan  for  themselves;  together  with  a  thousand  other 
absurdities,  which  frightened  the  people  almost  out  of 
what  little  senses  they  had. 

This  induced  them  to  choose  not  only  such  men 
as  were  against  the  plan,  but  to  instruct  them  posi- 
tively against  receiving  it  The  absurdity  of  such 
conduct,  is  too  plain  to  observe  upon.  However,  not- 
withstanding the  exertion  of  the  opponents,  both  with- 
out doors  and  within,  after  spending  ten  days  in  de- 
bating on  the  plan,  a  number  of  those  gentlemen 
who  came  from  home  with  different  sentiments,  were 
convinced  of  their  mistake,  and  only  wished  an  op- 
portunity to  lay  the  matter  before  their  constituents. 
This  they  mentioned  to  those  in  favor  of  the  plan, 
who,  seeing  the  difficulty  which  those  men  labored 
under,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  vote,  if  the  gene- 
ral question  was  then  called  for,  agreed  that  I  should 
move  for  an  adjournment  to  some  future  day  to  take 
the  final  question.  This  was  done,  and  carried.  The 
Convention  adjourned,  to  meet  the  3d  day  of  June 
next,  though  greatly  opposed  by  those  against  the 
plan. 

That  this   State  must  and  will  receive  it>  I  have 
but  very  little  doubt,  notwithstanding  their  late  con- 
duct, which,  to   be   sure,  is  very  mortifying,  as   we 
have  every  thing  to  expect  from  its  adoption. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

John  Langdon. 
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FROM   JAMES   MADISON. 

Orange,  10  April,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  seen  a  part  only  of  the  names  returned  for 
the  Convention,  and  being  unacquainted  with  the  po- 
litical characters  of  many  of  them,  I  am  a  very  in- 
competent prophet  of  the  fate  of  the  Constitution. 
My  hopes,  however,  are  much  encouraged  by  my  pre- 
sent conjectures.  Those  who  have  more  data  for  their 
calculations  than  I  have,  augur  a  flattering  issue  to 
the  deliberations  of  June.  I  find  that  Colonel  Nicho- 
las, who  is  among  the  best  judges,  thinks,  on  the 
whole,  that  a  majority  in  the  Convention  will  be  on 
the  list  of  federalists ;  but  very  properly  takes  into 
view  the  turn  that  may  be  given  to  the  event  by 
the  weight  of  Kentucky,  if  thrown  into  the  wrong 
scale,  and  by  the  proceedings  of  Maryland  and  South 
Carolina,  if  they  should  terminate  in  either  a  rejection 
or  postponement  of  the  question. 

The  impression  on  Kentucky,  like  that  on  the  rest 
of  the  State,  was  at  first  answerable  to  our  wishes ; 
but,  as  elsewhere,  the  torch  of  discord  has  been  thrown 
in,  and  has  found  the  materials  but  too  inflammable. 
I  have  written  several  letters,  since  my  arrival,  to 
correspondents  in  that  district,  with  a  view  to  counter- 
act antifederal  machinations.  I  have  little  expecta- 
tion, however,  that  they  will  have  much  effect,  unless 
the  communications  that  may  go  from  Mr.  Brown,  in 
Congress,  should  happen  to  breathe  the  same  spirit; 
and  I  am  not  without  apprehensions  that  his  mind 
may  have  taken  an  unlucky  tincture  from  the  diffi- 
culties thrown  in  the  way  of  the  separation  of  the 
district,  as  well  as  from  some  antecedent  proceedings 
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of  Congress.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing 
also  to  a  friend  in  South  Carolina,  on  the  critical  im- 
portance of  a  right  decision  there  to  a  favorable  one 
here.  The  inclosed  letter,  which  I  leave  unsealed, 
will  show  you  that  I  am  doing  the  same  with  respect 
to  Maryland.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  put  a  wafer 
in  it,  and  to  send  it  to  the  post-office  for  Georgetown, 
or  to  change  the  address  to  Annapolis,  if  you  should 
have  reason  to  conclude  that  Mr.  Carroll  will  be 
there  ?  I  have  written  a  similar  letter  to  Dr.  Mo- 
Henry.  The  difference  between  even  a  postponement 
and  adoption  in  Maryland,  may,  in  the  nice  balance 
of  parties  here,  possibly  give  a  fatal  advantage  to 
that  which  opposes  the  Constitution. 

I  have  done  nothing  yet  in  preparing  answers  to 
the  queries.  As  facts  are  to  be  ascertained,  as  well 
as  opinions  formed,  delay  will  be  of  course  counted 
upon.  With  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  attach- 
ment, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM   CHARLES   COTESWORTH  PINCKNEV. 

Charleston,  24  May,  1788. 

Dear  General, 
South  Carolina  has  ratified  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Our  Convention  assembled  the  12th  instant,  and  yes- 
terday the  vote  of  ratification  was  taken ;  —  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  ayes,  and  seventy-three  noes.  I 
inclose  you  a  list  of  the  members  who  voted  on  each 
side.  You  will  be  pleased  to  find,  that  the  names 
you  are  best  acquainted  with  were  in  favor  of  the 
Constitution,   and   that    those    who    were    against    it 
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have  declared  they  would  do  all  in  their  power  to 
reconcile  their  constituents  to  its  adoption,  and  would 
exert  themselves  in  its  support 

Mrs.  Pinckney  joins  me  in  tendering  our  best  re- 
spects to  Mrs.  Washington  and  yourself,  and  to  Major 
Washington  and  his  lady;  and  I  remain, 

With  sincere  gratitude,  for  all  your  favors,  &c, 
Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney. 

P.  S.  Major  Butler,  out  of  a  principle  of  delicacy 
too  refined,  declined  serving  in  the  State  Convention. 
Tou  will  not  therefore  see  his  name  among  the  yeas 
or  nays. 


FROM   THE  MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  25  May,  1788. 

My  dear  General, 
In  the  midst  of  our  internal  troubles,  it  is  a  com- 
fort to  me  that  I  may  rejoicQ  in  the  happy  prospects 
that  open  before  my  adoptive  country.  Accounts 
from  America  give  me  every  reason  to  hope  the  new 
Constitution  will  be  adopted.  Permit  me  once  more, 
my  beloved  General,  to  insist  on  your  acceptance  of 
the  Presidency.  The  Constitution,  as  it  is  proposed, 
answers  most  of  the  purposes ;  but,  unless  I  am  much 
mistaken,  there  are  some  parts  which  would  not  be 
quite  free  of  some  danger,  had  not  the  United  States 
the  good  fortune  to  possess  their  guardian  angel,  who 
may  feel  the  advantages  and  inconveniences  of  every 
article,  and  will  be  able,  before  he  retires  again,  to 
ascertain  to  what  degree  Government  must  necessarily 
be  energetic,  what  power  might  be  diverted  into  a 
bad  use,  and    to   point   out  the  means  to  attain  that 


216  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

perfection   to  which   the    new  Constitution  is  already 
nearer  than  any  past  or  present  Government 

The  affairs  of  France  are  come  to  a  crisis;  the  more 
difficult  to  manage,  as  the  people  in  general  have  no 
inclination  to  go  to  extremities.  Liberty  or  death  is 
not  the  motto  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  and,  as 
all  classes  are  more  or  less  dependent,  as  the  rich 
love  their  ease,  and  the  poor  are  depressed  by  want 
and  ignorance,  the  only  way  is  to  reason  or  persuade 
the  nation  into  a  kind  of  passive  discontent  or  non- 
obedience,  which  may  tire  out  the  levity,  and  undo 
the  plans,  of  Government.  The  Parliaments,  notwith- 
standing the  inconveniences  attending  them,  have 
been  necessary  champions  to  stand  forth.  Tou  will 
see  by  the  publications  (for  we  have  sent  over  every 
thing),  that  the  King  has  assumed  pretensions,  and 
the  Courts  of  Justice  have  stated  principles,  which  so 
widely  differ,  that  one  could  hardly  believe  those  as- 
sertions were  made  in  the  same  country  and  century. 
Matters  could  not  rest  there. 

Government  have  employed  the  force  of  arms 
against  unarmed  magistrates,  and  expelled  them. 
And  the  people  ?  you  will  say.  The  people,  my 
dear  General,  have  been  so  dull,  that  it  has  made 
me  sick,  and  physicians  have  been  obliged  to  cool 
my  inflamed  blood.  What  has  the  more  wound  up 
my  anger,  is  a  Bed  of  Justice  wherein  the  King  has 
established  a  Cour  Pleniere,  composed  of  Judges,  Peers, 
and  courtiers,  without  a  single  Representative.  And 
these  Ministers  had  the  impudence  to  say,  that  all 
taxes  and  loans  should  be  registered.  Thank  God, 
we  have  got  the  better!  and  I  begin  to  hope  for  a 
Constitution.  The  Magistrates  have  refused  sitting  in 
the  Cour  PUrdhe.  The  Peers,  who  are  thirty-eight  (a 
few  of  them  have  sense  and  courage),  will  not,  how- 
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ever  obey.  Some,  like  my  friend  La  Rochefoucauld, 
behave  nobly;  the  others  follow  at  a  distance.  The 
Parliaments  have  unanimously  protested,  and  made 
an  appeal  to  the  nation.  Most  of  the  inferior  Courts 
reject  the  new  regimen.  Discontents  break  out  every- 
where, and  in  some  Provinces  are  not  despicable. 
The  clergy,  who  happen  to  have  an  Assembly,  are 
remonstrating.  The  lawyers  refuse  to  plead.  Govern- 
ment is  embarrassed,  and  begins  to  apologize.  Their 
Commandants  have  been  in  some  parts  pursued  with 
dirt  and  stones;  and,  in  the  midst  of  these  troubles 
and  anarchy,  the  friends  of  liberty  are  daily  reenforc- 
ed,  shut  up  their  ears  against  negotiations,  and  say 
they  must  have  a  National  Assembly,  or  nothing. 
Such  is,  my  dear  General,  our  bettering  situation ; 
and  I  am,  for  my  part,  very  easy,  when  I  think  that 
I  shall,  before  long,  be  in  an  Assembly  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  French  nation,  or  at  Mount  Ver- 
non. 

I  am  so  taken  up  with  these  affairs,  that  I  can  tell 
you  but  little  of  the  European  politics.  My  disap- 
probation of  Ministerial  plans,  and  what  little  exer- 
tions I  could  make  against  them,  have  induced  me  to 
cease  my  visits  to  the  Archbishop's  house ;  and  the 
more  I  have  been  connected  with  him  and  the  Keep- 
er of  the  Seals,  the  greater  indignation  I  have  pro- 
fessed   against   their   infernal   plan. 

I  am  glad  our  American  Arrit  du  Conseil  has  taken 
place  before  the  full  tide  of  these  troubles;  and  am 
now,  through  other  Ministers,  endeavouring  to  bring 
about  a  plan  for  the  total  enfranchisement  of  duties 
on  whale  oil,  which  would  put  the  American  mer- 
chants on  the  same  footing  with  the  French,  even 
with  respect  to  bounties,  and  that  without  obliging 
the   fishermen   to   leave  their  native  shores.     Should 
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we    succeed  in   that,   our   next   object  must  be  the 
trade  with  the  West  Indies. 

I  am  happy  in  the  Ambassador  we  have  in  this 
country;  and  nothing  can  excel  Mr.  Jefferson's  abili- 
ties, virtues,  pleasing  temper,  and  every  thing  in  him 
that  constitutes  the  great  statesman,  zealous  citizen, 
and  amiable  friend.  He  has  a  young  gentleman  with 
him,  Mr.  Short,  a  Virginian,  who  is  a  very  able,  en- 
gaging, and  honest  man.  This  letter  will  be  delivered 
by  M.  de  Warville,  a  man  of  letters,  who  has  written 
a  pamphlet  against  Chastellux's  journal ;  but  is,  how- 
ever, very  clever,  and  wishes  very  much  to  be  pre- 
sented to  you.  He  intends  to  write  the  history  of 
America,  and  is,  of  course,  very  desirous  to  have  a 
peep  at  your  papers,  which  appears  to  me  a  deserved 
condescension,  as  he  is  very  fond  of  America,  writes 
pretty  well,  and  will  set  matters  in  a  proper  light 
He  has  an  officer  with  him  whom  I  also  beg  leave 
to  recommend;  M.  de  la  Teni&re  is  his  name. 

But  to  come  to  politics.  I  must  tell  you  that  the 
war  between  the  Imperial  Powers  and  the  Turks  is 
going  on.  The  Emperor  has  made  several  attempts; 
but  there  is  a  fatality  in  that  man  which  makes  him 
ever  begin  and  never  finish  any  thing.  The  skir- 
mishes have  generally  been  doubtful.  He  has  taken  a 
town;  but  was  severely  brushed  in  another  assault, 
and  the  same  day  met  with  a  second  defeat  These 
matters,  however  trifling,  show  that  the  Turks  are 
either  very  ill-attacked,  or  more  lucky  than  we  did 
expect.  The  siege  of  Belgrade  will  be  the  grand  ex- 
pedition that  way,  and  is  not  begun.  There  has  been 
a  junction  made  of  the  Austrians  and  Russians  in 
another  quarter ;  but  they  have  not  sufficient  means 
to  operate.  The  grand  army  of  the  Russians  are 
moving  towards   Oczakow,  which  Prince   Potemkin,  a 
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former  lover  and  the  bosom  friend  of  the  Empress,  is 
going  to  besiege.  Paul  Jones  has  entered  the  Rus- 
sian service,  and  will  command  a  squadron  on  the 
Black  Sea.  All  the  powers  are  negotiating  for  a 
peace;  but,  at  the  same  time,  Sweden  and  Denmark 
are  arming.  There  will  be  observation  fleets  j  and  it 
is  expected  that  a  peace  will  take  place  this  winter. 
We  must,  of  course,  wish  for  decisive  actions.  Should 
they  be  unfavorable  to  the  Christians,  it  may  disgust 
them;  and  you  never  can  get  a  concession  from  the 
Turks,  until  the  Prophet  has  shown  his  displeasure, 
by  suffering  them  to  be  flogged.  In  case  both  par- 
ties maintain  their  ground,  a  general  war  is  appre- 
hended for  the  next  year. 

I  beg,  my  dear  General,  you  will  present  my  most 
affectionate  respects  to  Mrs.  Washington  and  to  your 
respected  mother.  Remember  me  to  the  family,  the 
young  ones,  your  relations;  to  all  friends.  Madame 
de  Lafayette  and  children  join  in  the  best  respects 
to  you  and  Mrs.  Washington.  My  younger  daughter, 
Virginia,  is  now  under  inoculation.  Adieu,  my  be- 
loved General.  I  do  not  live  one  day  without  griev- 
ing for  the  hard  separation  which  deprives  me  of 
the  blessed  sight  of  what  is  dearest  to  me,  and 
leaves  me  so  few  opportunities  to  tell  you,  with  all 
the  love  of  a  devoted  heart,  that  I  am,  forever,  with 
the  most  affectionate  respect, 

Tour  filial,  grateftd  friend, 

Lafayette. 


FROM  TOBIAS  LEAR. 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  2  June,  1788. 

My  dear  Sir, 
As  I  know  you  feel  deeply  interested  in  the  fate 
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of  the  proposed  Constitution,  considering  its  adoption 
or  rejection  as  deciding  upon  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  your  fellow-citizens,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  give  you  an  account  of  its  present  situation  in  this 
State,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  it  from  the 
best  information  which  I  can  obtain;  begging,  at  the 
same  time,  that  you  will  not  answer  this,  or  any 
other  letter  which  I  may  write  to  you  before  my  re- 
turn, unless  something  more  particular  (which  I  do 
not  at  present  know  of)  should  require  it;  because  I 
am  so  well  acquainted  with  your  numerous  avocations, 
as  to  be  sensible  that  you  have  not,  especially  at 
this  busy  season,  an  hour  that  could  be  conveniently 
spared. 

I  was  surprised  to  find,  in  conversing  with  some  of 
the  first  characters  here,  that  so  little  information  re- 
specting the  Constitution  had  been  diffused  among 
the  people  of  this  State.  There  have  been  few  or  no 
original  publications  in  the  papers,  and  scarcely  any 
republications.  The  valuable  numbers  of  Publiw  are 
not  known.  The  debates  of  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Massachusetts  Conventions  have  been  read  but  by  few 
persons ;  and  many  other  pieces,  which  contained  use- 
ful information,  have  never  been  heard  of.  Falrius  is 
now  republishing  in  the  papers  of  this  town ;  and  as 
the  papers  under  this  signature  are  written  with  per- 
spicuity and  candor,  I  presume  they  will  have  a  good 
effect  The  enemies  of  the  Constitution  have  been 
indefatigable  in  disseminating  their  opinions,  person- 
ally, among  the  interior  inhabitants  of  this  State ;  and, 
had  they  acted  like  good  politicians,  would  effectually 
have  prevented  its  adoption  here.  But,  instead  of 
alarming  the  fears  of  the  people,  by  telling  them  that 
their  immediate  and  individual  interest  would  be  af- 
fected by  the  adoption    of  the   Constitution,  they  ac- 
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knowledged  that  this  State  would  be  more  benefited 
thereby  than  any  other  in  the  Union;  but  declared 
that,  if  the  Constitution  obtained,  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  all  American  citizens  would  be  destroyed, 
and  that  the  people  of  this  State,  as  a  part  of  the 
community,  would  suffer  in  the  general  wreck. 

This  apparent  disinterestedness  and  patriotism  was 
relished  for  some  time,  and  was  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing so  large  and  unexpected  an  opposition  in  the 
last  Convention.  But,  since  that  period,  the  friends 
to  the  proposed  system  have  been  at  some  pains  to 
counteract  their  opponents  by  personal  information ; 
and  their  success,  they  say,  is  as  great  as  they  could 
wish.  For  the  people,  upon  reflecting,  and  duly  con- 
sidering those  characters  who  had  stood  forth  as  the 
champions  of  the  general  rights  of  America,  were 
convinced  that  they  had  been  imposed  upon  by  a 
specious  parade  of  patriotism,  and  thought  it  highly 
absurd  to  pretend  that  the  inhabitants  of  other  States 
were  not  as  competent  to  the  judging  of  what  was 
injurious  to  their  liberties  as  they  were,  and,  as  they 
have  more  to  hope  and  less  to  fear  from  its  obtain- 
ing than  almost  any  other  State,  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  themselves  not  to  accept  it 

This  is  taken  to  be  now  the  general  sentiment 
which  prevails;  and  I  think  the  friends  to  the  Con- 
stitution would  not  feel  so  secure  of  its  adoption  as 
they  do  (after  the  unexpected  opposition  which  they 
met  with  last  winter),  unless  they  were  possessed  of 
some  certain  information  to  ground  their  faith  upon. 
They  now  only  appear  to  be  mortified,  that  New 
Hampshire  will  not  make  the  ninth  State;  as  it  is 
probable  South  Carolina  and  Virginia  will  adopt  it 
before  them,  and  coming  in  at  the  tenth  hour,  will 
rather  have  the  appearance  of  submitting  to,  than  ac- 
19* 
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cepting  of  it.  The  only  method  which  can  be  devis- 
ed to  save  appearances,  is  to  adopt  it  before  the  rati- 
fication can  reach  them  from  Virginia.  This  they  ex- 
pect to  do,  as  it  is  thought  the  Convention  will  not 
be  many  days  in  session. 

You  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  tender  my  best  re- 
spects to  Mrs.  Washington;  and  believe  me  to  be, 
with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  and  warmest 
attachment,  my  dear  Sir,  &c, 

Tobias  Lear. 

from  benjamin  lincoln. 

Boston,  8  June,  1788. 

My  dear  General, 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  several 
letters,  answers  to  those  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  writing  to  your  Excellency.  In  one  of  my  last, 
I  suggested  to  your  Excellency  what  appeared  to  me 
to  be  the  temper  of  our  last  House  of  Representa- 
tives relative  to  the  new  Constitution,  and  my  appre- 
hensions lest  the  same  spirit  which  they  possessed 
would  be  by  them  diffused  through  the  different  parts 
of  the  State.  Their  professed  design  was  to  shift  the 
Governor,  and  to  appoint  one,  and  a  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, of  their  own  sentiments.  Hence  federalism 
and  antifederalism  were  pitted  one  against  the  other. 
The  antifederaJists  were  in  hopes  of  throwing  such  an 
influence  into  the  Government  by  a  change  of  its 
officers,  as  to  prevent  an  organization  of  the  General 
Government  by  this  State,  should  it  be  adopted  by 
nine. 

Mr.  Hancock  was  put  up  by  the  federalists,  and 
Mr.  Gerry  by  the  opposite  party,  for  Governor.  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Lincoln  were  put  up  by  the  federal- 
ists as  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  General  Warren  by 
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the  other  party.  The  division  of  votes  between 
Adams  and  Lincoln,  prevented  a  choice  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  by  the  people.  They  had  about  two  thirds 
of  the  votes.  General  Warren  had  the  greatest  part 
of  the  remainder.  As  no  person  was  chosen,  the  four 
gentlemen  who  had  the  most  votes  were,  by  our  Con- 
stitution, candidates  from  whom  the  House  must  choose 
two,  and  send  their  names  to  the  Senate,  one  of 
whom  must  be  chosen  by  them  Lieutenant-Governor. 
Adams,  Warren,  Gerry,  and  Lincoln,  were  the  candi- 
dates. The  votes  for  them  by  the  people  stood  as 
follows; — Warren,  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven;  Adams,  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-five; Gerry,  six  hundred  and  sixty-nine;  Lincoln, 
ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  four.  Warren  and  Lin- 
coln were  returned  to  the  Senate.  They  elected  Lin- 
coln, who  had  twenty  votes  out  of  twenty-eight.  He 
accepted  the  trust  I  hope  he  will  discharge  the  du- 
ties of  his  office  with  fidelity. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  returning  the  num- 
bers (as  the  contest,  as  I  said  before,  seemed  to  be 
between  the  federalists  and  those  of  a  different  cha- 
racter), that  you  might  judge  of  the  temper  of  the 
people,  and  of  the  state  of  the  parties.  Federalism 
is  manifestly  fast  gaining  ground.  In  our  last  House 
of  Representatives,  the  antifederalists  could  carry  any 
vote  they  pleased;  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but, 
if  it  had  been  with  them  to  determine  the  question, 
they  would  instantly  have  rejected  the  Constitution 
with  triumph.  In  the  present  House  it  has,  I  am 
confident,  a  great  majority  in  its  favor,  much  greater 
than  it  had  in  the  Convention.  In  this  State,  the 
people  are  manifestly  returning  to  that  train  of  think- 
ing and  line  of  duty,  necessary,  and  indeed  indis- 
pensable, to  their  well-being. 
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Though  the  majority  have  much  to  do,  yet  they 
must  take  care  that  they  do  not  do  toe  much;  the 
utmost  good  temper  and  moderation  must  be  used, 
and  we  must  make  haste  slowly.  On  the  whole,  if 
we  act  with  judgment,  temper,  and  moderation,  we 
shall,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  a  short  time,  have  a  Go- 
vernment established,  the  influences  of  which  will  not 
only  promote  and  preserve  the  happiness  and  inte- 
rest of  the  United  States,  but  the  beneficial  effects 
of  it  will  be  enjoyed  by  all  the  different  nations  of 
the  world. 

I  wish  my  most  dutiful  respects  to  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton, and  that  the  children  may  be  assured  and  early 
taught  that  General  Lincoln  loves  them,  and  that  he 
wishes  they  may  live  long,  live  happily,  and  be  the 
most  honored  and  useful  among  their  brethren.  With 
the  sincerest  esteem, 
I  have  the  honor  of  being,  my  dear  General,  &c, 

Benjamin  Lincoln. 


FROM   TOBIAS   LEAR. 

Portsmouth,  22  Jane,  1788. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  Con- 
stitution was  yesterday  adopted  by  the  Convention 
of  this  State,  after  a  session  of  four  days.  The  num- 
ber in  favor  of  the  adoption  was  fifty-seven;  against 
it,  forty-six.  The  majority,  though  small,  is  very  re- 
spectable, as  it  is  pretty  well  ascertained,  that  at 
least  three  fourths  of  the  property,  and  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  abilities  in  the  State,  are  friendly  to 
the  proposed  system.  The  opposition  here,  as  has 
generally  been   the  case,  was   composed   of  men  who 
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were  involved  in  debt,  and  of  consequence  would  be 
averse  to  any  Government  which  was  likely  to  abo^ 
lish  their  tender  laws,  and  cut  off  every  hope  of  ac- 
complishing their  favorite  plan  of  introducing  a  paper 
currency.  The  behaviour  of  the  minority,  except  a 
few,  was  however  candid  and  conciliatory;  and  the 
event  was  peculiarly  pleasing  to  every  inhabitant  of 
this  town  and  its  vicinity. 

The  independent  companies  of  horse  and  the  militia 
will  assemble  to-morrow  to  conduct  his  Excellency, 
President  Langdon,  into  town;  but,  whether  there  will 
be  any  procession,  as  has  been  exhibited  in  other 
places  on  the  occasion,  I  do  not  know,  but  think  there 
will  not.  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the 
amendments  recommended  by  this  Convention.  They 
were  drawn  up  more  with  a  view  of  softening  and 
conciliating  the  adoption  to  some  who  were  moderate 
in  their  opposition,  than  from  an  expectation  that 
they  would  ever  be  ingrafted  into  the  Constitution. 

I  hope  to  be  at  Mount  Vernon  some  time  in  the 
latter  part  of  July,  or  first  of  August.  My  inclina- 
tion would  lead  me  there  sooner,  was  that  alone  to 
be  consulted;  but  there  are  several  matters  to  be 
settled  relative  to  my  father's  estate,  which  require 
my  attention,  and  which  will  detain  me  in  this  part 
of  the  Continent  a  few  weeks  longer  than  I  expected. 
You  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  give  my  best  respects 
to  Mrs.  Washington ;  and  be  assured  that  I  am,  my 
dear  Sir, 
With  the  warmest  affection  and  highest  respect,  &c, 

Tobias  Lear. 

P.  S.  The  Constitution  was  ratified  on  Saturday, 
at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  I  am  thus  particular,  as  Virgi- 
nia might  have  adopted  it  on  the  same  day,  and,  in 
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that   case,    the  hour   must   be   known,  to    determine 
which  was  the  ninth  State. 


FROM   JAMES  MADISON. 

Richmond,  25  Jane,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 
We  got  through  the  Constitution  by  paragraphs 
to-day.  To-morrow  some  proposition  for  closing  the 
business  will  be  made.  On  our  side  a  ratification, 
involving  a  few  declaratory  truths,  not  affecting  its 
validity,  will  be  tendered.  The  opposition  will  urge 
previous  amendments.  Their  conversation  to-day  seem- 
ed to  betray  despair.  Colonel  Mason,  in  particular, 
talked  in  a  style  which  no  other  sentiment  could 
have  produced.  He  held  out  the  idea  of  civil  con- 
vulsions, as  the  effects  of  obtruding  the  Government 
on  the  people.  He  was  answered  by  several;  and 
concluded  with  declaring  his  determination,  for  him- 
self, to  acquiesce  in  the  event,  whatever  it  might  be. 

Mr.  H y  endeavoured   to   gloss   what   had   fallen 

from  his  friend,  declared  his  aversion  to  the  Constitu- 
tion to  be  such  that  he  could  not  take  the  oath ; 
but  that  he  would  remain  in  peaceable  submission  to 
the  result.  We  calculate  on  a  majority,  but  a  bare 
one.  It  is  possible,  nevertheless,  that  some  adverse 
circumstance  may  happen. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  in  haste,  &c, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 
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FROM   JOHN   JAY. 

Poughkeepsie,  4  July,  1788. 

I  congratulate  you,  my  dear  Sir,  on  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  by  Virginia.  That  event  has  dis- 
appointed the  expectation  of  opposition  here,  which 
nevertheless  continues  pertinacious.  The  unanimity 
of  the  southern  district,  and  their  apparent  determina- 
tion to  continue  under  the  wings  of  the  Union,  ope- 
rate powerfully  on  the  minds  of  the  opposite  party. 
The  Constitution  constantly  gains  advocates  among 
the  people,  and  its  enemies  in  the  Convention  seem 
to  be  much  embarrassed. 

8  July,  1788. 

We  have  gone  through  the  Constitution  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  We  finished  yesterday  morning. 
The  amendments  proposed  are  numerous.  How  we  are 
to  consider  them,  is  yet  a  question,  which  a  day  or 
two  more  must  answer.  A  bill  of  rights  has  been 
offered,  with  a  view,  as  they  say,  of  having  it  incor- 
porated in  the  ratification.  The  ground  of  rejection, 
therefore,  seems  to  be  entirely  deserted.  We  under- 
stand that  a  Committee  will  this  day  be  appointed  to 
arrange  the  amendments.  We  learn  from  Albany  that 
an  affray  happened  there,  on  the  4th  instant,  between 
the  two  parties,  in  which  near  thirty  were  wounded, 
some  few  very  dangerously.  From  what  I  have  just 
heard,  the  party  begins  to  divide  in  their  opinions. 
Some  insist  on  previous  conditional  amendments.  A 
greater  number  will  be  satisfied  with  subsequent  con- 
ditional amendments;  or,  in  other  words,  they  are  for 
ratifying   the    Constitution   on  condition  that   certain 
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amendments  take  place  within  a  given  time.  These 
circumstances  afford  room  for  hope.  With  the  great- 
est respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jay. 


FROM   JOHN   JAY. 

Poughkeeprie,  17  July,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have  written  you  two  or 
three  hasty  letters.  Being  constantly  involved  in 
business  or  company,  from  which  it  would  not  be 
here  very  practicable,  or  perhaps  prudent,  to  retreat, 
I  have  been  able  to  write  but  very  little.  The  Con- 
vention this  moment  adjourned,  and  I  am  writing  in 
their  chamber.  A  question  being  'about  to  be  put  on 
the  mode  of  adoption  (which  you  have  seen),  we  mov- 
ed that  the  House  adjourn  for  a  month  or  two.  It 
was  yesterday  carried  against  us.  The  former  ques- 
tion was  again  pressed  with  earnestness.  At  that 
period  Mr.  M.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Piatt  (both  of 
whom  dislike  the  Constitution,  and  are  classed  with 
its  opposers)  proposed  the  mode  of  adoption,  of  which 
the  above  is  a  copy.  Their  own  party  were  not 
pleased,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

This  morning  it  was  expected  that  the  question  to 
postpone  the  former  plan,  and  proceed  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  latter,  would  be  put  The  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  day.  A  long  silence  ensued.  The 
party  seemed  embarrassed,  fearful  to  divide  among 
themselves,  and  yet  many  of  them  were  averse  to 
the  new  plan.  The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned,  with  very  little   opposition.     It  is   difficult 
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to  conjecture  what  may  be  done  out  of  doors  to-day. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  new  plan  will  expel 
the  other,  and  I  wish  it  may ;  not  because  I  approve 
of  it,  but  because  I  prefer  it,  as  being  less  exception- 
able than  the  other.  With  the  greatest  respect  and 
esteem,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jay. 


FROM   WILLIAM   TUDOR. 

Boston,  26  July,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  strong  attachment  which  I  know  you  have  al- 
ways felt,  and  in  a  variety  of  instances  demonstrated, 
for  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  induces  me  to  send 
you,  what  is  here  considered  an  interesting  pamphlet, 
which,  with  great  impartiality,  states  the  rise,  causes, 
and  happy  termination  of  the  late  most  alarming  in- 
surrections in  this  Commonwealth.  The  author  is  a 
young  lawyer,  and  Clerk  to  our  lower  House  of  As- 
sembly. He  had  the  best  sources  of  information; 
and  his  little  history  carries  the  marks  of  intelligence 
and  candor  in  every  page  of  it 

A  suppressed  rebellion  always  adds  energy  to  the 
Government;  and  perhaps  the  late  one  in  our  State 
was  a  fortunate  event.  It  is  true  that  it  cost  some 
lives,  and  added  eighty  thousand  pounds  to  our  pub- 
lic debt  But  its  entire  extinction  has  confirmed  the 
Constitution,  given  security  and  stability  to  property, 
and  most  thoroughly  tamed  many  turbulent  spirits 
in  all  parts  of  the  State.  To  universal  discontent,  the 
most  violent  party  animosity,  and  a  very  alarming 
decline  of  industry  and  manufactures,  have  succeeded 
content,  quiet  and  productive  labor. 

VOL.  iv.  20 
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The  exports  of  our  State  exceeded  the  imports 
last  year  by  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds 
and  upwards.  And  we  have  now  rose  to  be  the  third 
exporting  State  in  the  Confederacy.  The  town  of 
Boston  alone  that  year  exported  twelve  hundred  and 
thirteen  thousand  pounds.  And  it  has  been  con- 
sidered, in  another  point  of  view,  as  being  still  more 
beneficial,  from  aiding  the  erection  of  the  great  Fe- 
deral Fabric,  which  was  so  boldly  conceived  in  the 
General  Convention  at  Philadelphia,  and  which  now, 
it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  will  be  ratified  by  the   people. 

But  it  is  not,  I  confess,  so  much  with  a  design  of 
furnishing  you,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  complete  in- 
formation contained  in  the  pamphlet,  that  I  have  tak- 
en the  liberty  of  transmitting  it,  as  it  is  from  a  de- 
sire of  evidencing  that  respect  and  gratitude  which 
I  must  ever  personally  feel  for  you.  The  early  and 
particular  favors  I  experienced  from  you,  at  a  critical 
period  of  my  life,  and  which  continued  during  the 
time  I  was  in  the  army,  will  never  be  forgot  until  I 
shall  cease  to  consider  you  as  the  saviour  of  our 
country.  That  you  may  very  long  live  to  enjoy  the 
honest  fame,  which  was  so  arduously  and  nobly  ac- 
quired, and  which  you  so  fully  possess  by  the  con- 
sent of  all  mankind,  is  the  fervent  wish  of,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

William  Tudor. 


FROM   HENRY   KNOX. 

New  York,  28  July,  1788. 

My  dear  Sir, 
It  is  with  the  most  sincere  satisfaction  that  I  con- 
gratulate you   on   the    unconditional   adoption  of  the 
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Constitution  by  the  Convention  of  this  State.  The 
particulars  of  this  important  event  are  contained  in 
this  day's  paper,  herein  inclosed. 

Messrs.  Jay,  Hamilton,  and  the  rest  of  the  fede- 
ralists, have  derived  great  honor  from  their  temperate 
and  wise  conduct  during  the  tedious  debate  on  this 
subject  Nor  ought  those  gentlemen  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  Constitution  in  the  first  instance,  but 
afterwards  voted  for  its  adoption,  be  deprived  of  their 
due  share  of  praise  for  their  candor  and  wisdom  in 
assuming  different  conduct,  when  it  became  apparent 
that  a  perseverance  in  opposition  would  most  probably 
terminate  in  civil  war ;  for  such,  and  nothing  short  of 
it,  were  the  prospects. 

We  have  now,  thank  Heaven,  eleven  States  which 
have  adopted  the  system.  Conduct  and  wisdom,  al- 
most superior  to  the  lot  of  humanity,  will  be  required 
in  the  first  outset  of  the  new  Constitution.  Congress 
will  soon  publish  an  ordinance  for  the  necessary  elec- 
tions and  organization.  The  times  of  election  and 
period  of  organization  will  not  be  difficult  to  be  de- 
termined j  but  the  place  where  they  shall  assemble 
will  be  warmly  contested.  The  two  places  generally 
thought  on  are  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  At  pre- 
sent it  is  difficult  to  say  in  favor  of  which  it  will 
be  determined.  A  few  days  more  will  explain  the 
matter. 

I  shall  set  out  in  a  few  days  for  the  Province  of 
Maine,  and  be  absent  six  weeks  or  two  months.  On 
my  return,  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  address- 
ing you.  I  have  hitherto  refrained  from  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  your  kind  favor  of  the  17th  of 
June,  as  the  affairs  in  the  Convention  were  so  gloom- 
ily circumstanced.  But  it  is  now  dissipated.  Gover- 
nor Clinton  has  most  perseveringly  opposed  the  Con- 
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stitution;  and,  from  being  in  the  majority  during  al- 
most the  whole  time,  he  has  found  himself  so  much 
deserted  as  to  be  in  the  minority.  A  precise  history 
of  his  conduct  is  difficult  to  be  written,  and  must  be 
left  to  him  to  explain. 

Mrs.  Knox   and    her   little   family   are  well.      She 
unites  with  me  in  presenting  our  affectionate  respects 
to  you  and  Mrs.  Washington.     I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
Your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM   JAMES   MADISON. 

New  York,   15  August,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  been  duly  favored  with  yours  of  the  3d  in- 
stant. The  length  of  the  interval,  since  my  last,  has 
proceeded  from  a  daily  expectation  of  being  able  to 
communicate  the  final  arrangements  for  introducing 
the  new  Government.  The  place  of  meeting  has 
undergone  much  discussion,  as  you  conjectured,  and 
still  remains  to  be  fixed.  Philadelphia  was  first 
named,  and  negatived  by  a  voice  from  Delaware. 
New  York  came  forward  next ;  Lancaster  was  oppos- 
ed to  it,  and  failed.  Baltimore  was  next  tried,  and, 
to  the  surprise  of  every  one,  had  seven  votes.  It 
was  easy  to  see  that  that  ground,  had  it  been  free 
from  objection,  was  not  maintainable.  Accordingly, 
the  next  day  New  York  was  inserted  in  the  place 
of  it,  with  the  aid  of  the  vote  of  Rhode  Island. 
Rhode  Island  has,  however,  refused  to  give  a  final 
vote  in  the  business,  and  has  actually  retired  from 
Congress.  The  question  will  now  be  resumed  be- 
tween New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
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It  was  much  to  be  wished  that  a  fit  place  for  a 
respectable  outset  to  the  Government  could  be  found 
more  central  than  either.  The  former  is  inadmissible, 
if  any  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  southern  or  west- 
ern country.  It  is  so  with  me,  for  another  reason; 
that  it  tends  to  stop  the  final  and  permanent  seat 
short  of  the  Potomac,  certainly,  and  probably  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  I  know  this  to  be  one  of  the 
views  of  the  advocates  for  New  York.  The  only 
chance  the  Potomac  has,  is  to  get  things  in  such  a 
train  that  a  coalition  may  take  place  between  the 
Southern  and  Eastern  States  on  the  subject ;  and,  still 
more,  that  *  the  final  seat  may  be  undecided  for  two 
or  three  years,  within  which  period  the  western  and 
south-western  population  will  enter  more  into  the  es- 
timate. Wherever  Congress  may  be,  the  choice,  if 
speedily  made,  will  not  be  sufficiently  influenced  by 
that  consideration.  In  this  point  of  view,  I  am  of 
opinion  Baltimore  would  have  been  unfriendly  to  the 
true  object  It  would  have  retained  Congress  but  a 
moment  (so  many  States  being  north  of  it,  and  dis- 
satisfied with  it),  and  would  have  produced  a  coalition 
among  those  States  to  a  precipitate  election  of  the 
permanent  seat,  and  an  intermediate  removal  to  a 
more  northern  position. 

You  will  have  seen  the  circular  letter  for  the  Con- 
vention of  this  State.  It  has  a  most  pestilent  tend- 
ency. If  an  early  General  Convention  cannot  be  par- 
ried, it  is  seriously  to  be  feared  that  the  system, 
which  has  resisted  so  many  direct  attacks,  may  be 
at  last  successfully  undermined  by  its  enemies.  It  is 
now,  perhaps,  to  be  wished  that  Rhode  Island  may 
not  accede  till  this  new  crisis  of  danger  be  over. 
Some  think  it  would  have  been  better  if  even  New 
York  had  held  out  till  the  operation  of  the  Govern- 
20* 
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ment  could  have  dissipated  the  fears  which  artifice 
had  created,  and  the  attempts  resulting  from  those 
fears  and  artifices.  We  hear  nothing  yet  from  North 
Carolina,  more  than  comes  by  the  way  of  Petersburg. 
With  the  highest  respect  and  attachment,  I  remain, 
dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  servant, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM   JOHN   JAY. 

New  York,  21  September,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  ideas  relative  to  the  diffusion  of  intelligence 
and  useful  information,  by  means  of  newspapers  and 
the  press,  appear  to  me  exceedingly  just ;  nor  do  I 
perceive  any  good  objection  to  preferring  the  stages 
to  post-riders,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail.  On 
the  contrary,  I  think  the  balance  of  advantages  is 
clearly  in  favor  of  the  former. 

How  far  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Post-Office  to  re- 
ceive and  forward  newspapers,  is  a  question  respect- 
ing which  I  confess  I  have  doubts.  If  I  am  rightly 
informed,  the  post-riders  were  formerly  permitted  to 
carry  newspapers  on  such  terms  as  *  might  be  set- 
tled between  them  and  the  printers.  The  number  of 
printers  and  newspapers  are  now  so  great  that,  if  the 
latter  were  admitted  into  the  mail,  the  expense  to 
the  public  would  be  considerably  enhanced;  and  it 
seems  but  reasonable  that,  as  the  printers  as  well  as 
the  public  would  derive  much  advantage  from  such 
a  regulation,  they  should  contribute  somewhat  to  it. 

The  direction  of  the  Post-Office,  instead  of  being, 
as   hitherto,   consigned   chiefly   to   a  Committee,   and 
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managed  without  much  system,  should,  I  think,  be 
regulated  by  law,  and  put  under  the  superintendence, 
and,  in  some  degree,  under  the  control,  of  the  Execu- 
tive. The  public  are  not  well  satisfied  on  this  head, 
as  matters  now  stand;  and  there  is  but  little  reason 
to  expect  any  important  change  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  Government.  The  succeeding  one  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  a  very  acceptable  ser- 
vice to  their  constituents,  by  regulating  the  Post-Of- 
fice  in  a  proper  manner;  and  the  more  of  such  things 
they  may  have  to  do,  the  better.  As  to  what  ought 
to  have  been  the  conduct  of  Government  on  the  oc- 
casion, there  can  be  no  doubt  But,  my  dear  Sir,  we 
cannot  expect  it  from  such  a  body  as  Congress ;  nay, 
unless  personal  qualities  should  supply  the  deficiency, 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  new  Government  will  be 
found  to  rest  on  principles  sufficiently  stable  to  pro- 
duce a  uniform  adherence  to  what  justice,  dignity, 
and  liberal  policy,  may  require;  for,  however  proper 
such  conduct  may  be,  none  but  great  minds  will  al- 
ways deem  it  expedient  Men  in  general  are  guided 
more  by  conveniences  than  by  principles.  This  idea 
accompanies  all  my  reflections  on  the  Constitution, 
and  induced  me  to  remark,  to  our  late  Convention  at 
Poughkeepsie,  that  some  of  the  most  unpopular  and 
strong  parts  of  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  most  un- 
exceptionable. Government  without  liberty  is  a  curse ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  liberty  without  Government 
is  far  from  being  a  blessing. 

The  opponents,  in  this  State,  to  the  Constitution, 
decrease  and  grow  temperate.  Many  of  them  seem 
to  look  forward  to  another  Convention  rather  as  a 
measure  that  will  justify  their  opposition  than  pro- 
duce all  the  effects  they  pretended  to  expect  from  it 
I  wish   that   measure   may  be   adopted  with   a   good 
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grace,  and  without  delay  or  hesitation.  So  many 
good  reasons  can  be  assigned  for  postponing  the  ses- 
sion of  such  a  Convention  for  three  or  four  years, 
that  I  really  believe  the  great  majority  of  its  advo- 
cates would  be  satisfied  with  that  delay;  after  which, 
I  think  we  should  not  have  much  danger  to  appre- 
hend from  it,  especially  if  the  new  Government  should, 
in  the  mean  time,  recommend  itself  to  the  people  by 
the  wisdom  of  its  proceedings,  which,  I  flatter  myself 
will  be  the  case.  The  division  of  the  powers  of  Go- 
vernment into  three  departments,  is  a  great  and  valu- 
able point  gained,  and  will  give  the  people  the  best 
opportunity  of  bringing  the  question,  whether  they 
can  govern  themselves,  to  a  decision  in  their  favor. 
With  the  greatest  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  affectionate  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 


FROM:  JAMES   MADISON. 

New  York,  21  October,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  send  you  the  inclosed  paper  chiefly  for  the  sake 
of  the  edict  which  fixes  on  May,  for  the  meeting  of 
the  States-General  in  France.  Letters  from  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son authenticate  this  document  They  mention  also 
the  disgrace,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  Marquis.  The 
struggle  at  present  in  that  kingdom,  seems  to  be 
entirely  between  the  monarchy  and  aristocracy,  and 
the  hopes  of  the  people  merely  in  the  competition  of 
their  enemies  for  their  favor.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  both  the  parties  contain  real  friends  to  liberty, 
who  will  make  events  subservient  to  their  object. 

The   Count   de   Moustier,  and   the   Marchioness   de 


PRIVATE    LETTERS.  237 

Brehan,  are  to  set  out  this  day  for  Mount  Vernon.  I 
take  it  for  granted  you  are  not  only  apprised  of  the 
intended  visit,  but  of  the  time  at  which  the  guests 
may  be  expected.  The  State  of  Connecticut  has 
made  choice  of  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Ellsworth  for 
its  Senators,  and  have  referred  that  of  its  Representa- 
tives to  the  people  at  large;  every  individual  citi- 
zen to  vote  for  every  Representative. 

I  have  not  heretofore  acknowledged  your  last  favor, 
nothing  material  having  turned  up  for  some  time, 
and  the  purpose  of  Colonel  Covington  to  see  you,  on 
his  way  to  Virginia^  superseding  all  the  ordinary 
communications  through  the  epistolary  channel.  It 
gives  me  much  pleasure  to  find,  that  both  the  oppo- 
sition, at  first,  and  finally,  the  accession,  to  the  vote 
fixing  New  York  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  new 
Congress,  have  your  approbation.  My  fears,  that  the 
measure  would  be  made  a  handle  of  by  the  opposi- 
tion, are  confirmed,  in  some  degree,  by  my  late  inform- 
ation from  Virginia.  Mr.  Pendleton,  the  Chancellor, 
tells  me  he  has  already  met  taunts  from  that  quarter 
on  this  specimen  of  eastern  equity  and  impartiality. 
Whether  much  noise  will  be  made,  will  depend  on 
the  policy  Mr.  Henry  may  find  it  convenient  to  adopt 
As  New  York  is  at  the  head  of  his  party,  he  may 
be  induced,  by  that  circumstance,  not  to  make  irritat- 
ing reflections ;  though  the  fact  is,  the  party  in  this 
State,  which  is  with  him,  are  supposed  to  be  indiffer- 
ent and  even  secretly  averse  to  the  residence  of 
Congress  here.  This,  however,  may  not  be  known  to 
him.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  most  respectfully  and  affectionately, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 
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FROM   JONATHAN  TRUMBULl,. 

Lebanon,  28  October,  1788. 

My  dear  General, 

Nothing  worthy  of  your  notice  having  fallen  in  my 
way  to  communicate,  since  the  receipt  of  your  very 
esteemed  favor  of  the  20th  of  July,  I  have  forbore  to 
trouble  you  with  my  acknowledgments  therefor  until 
this  time ;  and  I  can  now  inform  that  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  State  has  lately  been  in  session  for  a 
few  days.  After  passing  some  resolves  for  organizing 
the  Congress  under  the  new  Constitution,  and  doing 
but  little  other  business,  they  were  adjourned  to  Ja- 
nuary, the  time  for  appointing  Electors.  This  appoint- 
ment the  Assembly  have  retained  in  their  own  power, 
thinking  it  more  likely  to  be  exercised  with  judg- 
ment and  discretion  by  the  Legislature  than  it  would 
probably  be,  was  it  to  be  intrusted  to  the  people  at 
large.  Our  Senators  are  the  Honorable  William  John- 
son and  Oliver  Ellsworth,  Esquires,  two  very  worthy 
and  respectable  members.  The  Representatives  are  to 
be  chosen  by  the  people  before  January  next,  in  a 
mode  very  similar  to  that  by  which  our  Assistants  and 
Delegates  to  Congress  have  been  wont  to  be  elected. 

The  circular  letter  for  the  Convention  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  being  among  the  letters  which  the 
Governor  laid  before  the  Assembly,  had,  of  course,  a 
reading  among  the  other  public  communications.  This 
was  all  that  passed  respecting  it;  for  although  we 
had,  in  our  Assembly,  the  champion  of  our  anties, 
with  some  of  his  principal  aids,  yet  no  one  had 
hardiness  enough  to  call  up  the  consideration  of  that 
letter,  or  to  mention  one  word  of  its  subject.  Thus 
passed,  in  silent  review,  that  formidable  communica- 
tion. 
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Excepting  a  few,  very  few  discordant  souls,  whose 
inharmonious  principles  will  never  suffer  them  to  act 
in  general  concert,  we  continue  very  unanimous  in 
sentiment  and  salutary  measures  in  this  State,  and 
are  progressing  with  much  cheerfulness  and  great 
good  humor  to  the  commencement  of  the  new  Con- 
stitution. In  the  choice  of  a  President  we  have,  I 
believe,  no  discordant  voice;  all  minds  are  agreed, 
and  every  heart  exults  in  the  pleasing  prospect  of 
having  their  wishes  so  nobly  gratified  in  this  first 
great  appointment. 

I  wish  the  States  were  like  to  be  as  happily  una- 
nimous in  their  Vice-President.  For  myself,  since 
our  minds  seem  so  much  to  be  turned  towards  Massa- 
chusetts for  filling  that  office,  and  since  Mr.  Adams 
is  so  much  talked  of  as  one,  if  not  the  first,  of  the 
Supreme  Federal  Court,  I  could  wish  to  hear  the 
name  of  Mr.  Bowdoin  more  generally  mentioned  than 
it  is  for  the  Vice-Presidency.  From  a  long  knowledge 
of  this  gentleman,  in  private  as  well  as  public  life,  I 
am  led  to  entertain, a  high  veneration  for  his  charac- 
ter. I  view  him  as  a  gentleman  of  liberal  sentiments, 
extensive  knowledge,  and  enlarged  mind  —  a  gentle- 
man to  whose  wise,  firm,  and  determined  exertions, 
during  the  late  troubles  in  Massachusetts,  much  more 
than  to  the  studied  popularity  of  their  present  Go- 
vernor, is  owing  the  happy  tranquillity  which  that 
State  now  enjoys.  It  would  afford  me  much  satis- 
faction to  reflect  on  the  aid  and  support,  which  you, 
my  dear  Sir,  would  receive  from  the  wisdom,  pru- 
dence and  discretion  of  such  a  character,  in  the  ardu- 
ous situation  to  which  you  will,  you  must  be,  advanced. 

If  my  friend  Humphreys  continues  to  reside  with 
you,  Sir  (I  mention  this  circumstance  with  doubt, 
because,  from   his   long  silence  and  reserve,  many  of 
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his  friends  consider  him  to  be  dead  or  absconded),  if 
he  should  prove  to  be  still  with  you,  may  I  pray 
your  Excellency  to  be  so  good  as  to  mention  to 
him  the  kind  remembrance  of  his  old  friend  T.,  and 
whisper  in  his  ear  that,  if  he  should  find  himself  not 
too  fat  or  too  indolent,  his  friend  will  be  much 
pleased  in  hearing  from  him,  or,  at  least,  in  hearing 
of  him. 

My   dear  General,  your   very   affectionate,   obliged, 
and  faithful  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 


y  FROM   CHARLES  LEE. 

Richmond,  29  October,  1788. 

Sir, 
For  a  few  days  past,  the  Assembly  has  been  en- 
gaged upon  the  subject  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
The  House  of  Delegates,  in  Committee,  has  come  to 
several  resolutions  with  respect  to  putting  it  into 
operation.  One  of  them  distributes  the  Common- 
wealth into  ten  districts,  each  of  which  is  to  choose 
a  Representative  in  Congress ;  and  another  appoints 
that  there  shall  be  twelve  districts,  each  of  which  is 
.  to  choose  an  Elector  of  the  President;  and  every  free 
man  is  at  this  election  to  have  a  vote.  These  mat- 
ters were  introduced  by  Mr.  Corbin,  who  seems  to 
me  not  to  have  the  confidence  even  of  those  who  are 
friends  to  the  fair  trial  of  the  new  Government;  and 
as  they  have  made  but  small  progress,  I  cannot  tell 
what  will  become  of  them.  For  Mr.  Henry  to-day 
took  occasion  to  declare,  that  he  should  oppose  every 
measure  tending  to  the   organization  of  the   Govern* 
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ment,  unless  accompanied  with  measures  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution;  for  which  purpose  he  pro- 
poses that  another  General  Convention  of  Deputies 
from  the  different  States  shall  be  held,  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

He  offered  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
several  resolutions  to  be  agreed  to  upon  this  point; 
one  of  them,  that  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  should 
apply  to  the  new  Congress,  expressive  of  the  desire 
of  this  State,  that  another  General  Convention  be  im- 
mediately held  to  amend  the  Constitution.  The  lan- 
guage of  this  resolution  contains  a  direct  and  inde- 
cent censure  on  all  those  who  have  befriended  the 
new  Constitution,  holding  them  forth  as  the  betrayers 
of  the  dearest  rights  of  the  people.  Applying  to 
the  Constitution,  these  words  are  used, —  "Whereby 
the  most  precious  rights  of  the  people,  if  not  cancel- 
led, are  rendered  insecure."  With  some  difficulty,  and 
after  much  entreaty,  Mr.  Henry  conceded  (I  use  his 
expression)  to  suffer  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  consideration  till  to-morrow.  Mr.  Corbin, 
who  spoke  several  times,  but  never  against  the  re- 
solution, concluded  with  saying  that  the  resolution, 
as  proposed,  was  unobjectionable;  and  Zachariah  John- 
son was  the  only  member  who  declared  his  disappro- 
bation in  positive  terms.  If  Mr.  Henry  pleases,  he 
will  carry  the  resolution  in  its  present  terms,  than 
which  none,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  more  exception- 
able or  inflammatory;  though,  as  he  is  sometimes  kind 
and  condescending,  he  may  perhaps  be  induced  to 
alter  it  The  other  resolution  proposed  that  a  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  answer  the  circular 
letter  of  New  York,  and,  in  conformity  with  the  ob- 
ject of  that  letter,  to  address  the  Assemblies  of  the 
other  States. 

VOL.  iv.  21 
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I  am  told  Mr.  Henry  has  publicly  said,  that  no 
person,  who  wishes  the  Constitution  to  be  amended, 
should  vote  for  Mr.  Madison  to  be  in  the  Senate; 
and  there  is  much  reason  to  fear  he  will  not  be 
elected.  Colonel  R.  H.  Lee  is  considered  as  certain; 
and  Colonel  Grayson  is  expected  to  be  the  choice 
for  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Mayo  has  completed  his  bridge,  and  the  great- 
er part  is  strong  and  substantial;  and  this  is  now 
the  common  passage  for  wagons,  chariots,  &c,  across 
the  river. 

You  will  please  to  pardon  the  abrupt  manner  of 
my  communication,  as  I  have  been  much  fatigued 
with  the  business  of  the  Court,  and  have  been  much 
chagrined  with  the  conduct  of  the  federalists  in  the 
Assembly,  who  seem,  in  general,  to  stand  in  fear  of 
their  opponents.  I  remain,  with  every  consideration 
of  respect  and  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 


FROM   HENRY   KNOX. 

New  York,  21  December,  1788. 

It  is  a  long  time,  my  dear  Sir,  since  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  addressing  you,  owing  to  my  having 
been  into  Massachusetts  and  the  Province  of  Maine, 
during  the  period  of  the  last  four  months.  I  have 
received  your  favor,  inclosing  some  foreign  applications 
for  admission  into  the  Cincinnati.  These  papers  are 
placed  on  the  files  of  the  Society,  but  cannot  be 
acted  on  until  the  next  general  meeting,  to  be  held 
in  1792. 
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In  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
and  Connecticut,  the  great  object  of  organizing  the 
new  Constitution,  engrosses  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  I  can  assert, 
from  personal  observation,  that  the  affection  for  the 
new  system  is  increasing  in  these  States,  and  that  it  is 
daily  becoming  highly  popular.  The  Senators  of  those 
States  are  characters  calculated  to  inspire  confidence 
in  the  new  Government,  and  are  all  highly  federal. 
I  am  persuaded  the  Representatives  will  generally,  if 
not  entirely,  be  of  the  same  description.  As  to  Rhode 
Island,  the  majority  are  in  such  a  train  that  nothing 
good  can  at  present  be  expected  from  them;  their 
paper  money  system  and  tender  laws  are  sufficiently 
characteristic  of  their  pursuits.  New  York  are  also 
laboring  under  errors  of  conduct;  but,  from  the  pow- 
erful party  in  favor  of  the  new  system,  something 
may  be  hoped  from  their  ensuing  elections.  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland  are 
right.  The  late  choice  of  Representatives  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, may  be  considered  as  a  new  and  fair  appeal 
to  the  people,  as  it  respects  their  approbation  of  the 
new  Government.  Although  the  party  in  favor  of 
their  local  Constitution  have  been  brought  to  operate 
against  the  General  Constitution,  yet  it  appears  the 
majority  of  the  people  are  its  firm  supporters. 

Mr.  John  Adams  will  probably  have  the  plurality 
of  votes  for  Vice-President.  From  his  principles  of 
government,  as  well  as  his  professions  of  regard  to 
the  character  universally  decided  on  for  the  President, 
he  will  probably  make  a  good  Vice-President. 

Major  Haskell,  who  is  going  to  Europe,  is  very 
solicitous  to  obtain  your  Excellency's  certificate  of  his 
services.  He  sustained  the  character  of  a  brave  and 
good  officer,  and  at   present   he   supports  the   reputa- 
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tion  of  a  good  citizen.  It  is  with  diffidence  I  ask 
this  certificate ;  but  the  request  is  made  under  such 
auspices,  I  cannot  avoid  it. 

Our  three  youngest  children  have  lately  had  the 
measles,  and  are,  we  hope,  safely  through  the  disor- 
der. Our  eldest  children,  Lucy  and  Harry,  are  about 
sickening  with  it.  Mrs.  Knox  presents  her  respects 
to  you,  and  unites  with  me  in  presenting  our  re- 
spects to  Mrs.  Washington.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM   JAMES   MADISON. 

Orange,  12  January,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  favor  of  the  2d  instant,  with  the  letters  at- 
tending it,  never  came  to  hand  till  last  evening.  I 
have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  delay  happened 
between  Alexandria  and  Fredericksburg,  rather  than 
at  or  from  the  latter  place.  Mr.  Maury  pays  particu- 
lar attention  to  all  letters  which  arrive  there  for  me, 
and  forwards  them  to  Orange  by  opportunities,  which 
ate  frequent  and  safe.  I  apprehend  there  will  be  no 
impropriety  in  committing  a  confidential  letter  to  that 
channel.  As  an  additional  precaution,  I  will  desire 
him  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  every  letter  which 
may  have  your  name  on  it. 

I  have  heard  from  two  only  of  the  returns  from 
the  electoral  districts,  the  one  in  favor  of  Mr.  Gil- 
christ, the  other  of  General  Stephen.  He  succeeded 
against  Colonel  Cabel  by  a  majority  of  eighty-two 
votes.  He  owes  his  success  to  the  coalition  between 
the  two  parties  in  Spotsylvania.  My  situation  is  un- 
favorable for  intelligence  from  the  State  at  large,  and 
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therefore  I  can  say  little  of  the  prospects  as  to  the 
February  election.  I  fear,  from  the  vague  accounts 
which  circulate,  that  the  federal  candidates  are  too 
likely  to  stand  in  the  way  of  one  another.  This  is 
not  the  case,  however,  in  my  district.  The  field  is 
left  entirely  to  Monroe  and  myself.  The  event  of 
our  competition  will  probably  depend  on  the  part  to 
be  taken  by  two  or  three  descriptions  of  people, 
whose  decision  is  not  known,  if  not  yet  to  be  ulti- 
mately formed.  I  have  pursued  my  pretensions  much 
farther  than  I  premeditated;  having  not  only  made 
great  use  of  epistolary  means,  but  actually  visited 
two  counties,  Culpepper  and  Louisa,  and  publicly  con- 
tradicted the  erroneous  reports  propagated  against  me. 
It  has  been  very  industriously  inculcated,  that  I  am 
dogmatically  attached  to  the  Constitution  in  every 
clause,  syllable,  and  letter ;  and  therefore  not  a  single 
amendment  will  be  promoted  by  my  vote,  either  from 
conviction  or  a  spirit  of  accommodation.  This  is  the 
report  most  likely  to  affect  the  election,  and  most 
difficult  to  be  combated  with  success,  within  the  li- 
mited period.  There  is  a  number  of  others,  however, 
which  are  auxiliaries  to  it  With  my  respectful  com- 
pliments to  Mrs.  Washington,  and  the  others  of  your 
family,  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM  THOMAS   MARSHALL. 

Fayette  County,  12  February,  1789.* 

Dear  General, 
The  nature  of  the  subject  upon  which  I  do  myself 


*  Fayette  county  was  a  part  of  the  present  State  of  Kentucky. 

21* 
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the  honor  to  address  you,  will,  I  hope,  be  admitted  as 
an  excuse  for  the  trouble  of  reading  this  letter.  The 
political  situation  of  this  western  country  appears  to 
ine  to  be  something  critical,  and  therefore  I  have  un- 
dertaken, though  reluctantly,  to  give  you  a  state  of 
facts  preceding  our  present  situation,  so  far  as  they 
have  fallen  within  my  knowledge. 

In  the  spring  of  1787,  General  Wilkinson  went  to 
New  Orleans  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  &c,  and  was 
requested  by  the  Governor  of  that  place  to  give  his 
sentiments  freely,  in  writing,  respecting  the  political 
interest  of  Spain,  and  the  Americans  of  the  United 
States  inhabiting  the  western  waters.  This  he  did  in 
an  essay,  as  he  calls  it,  contained  in  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  sheets  of  paper.  I  saw  the  Governor's  letter 
to  him,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it,  and  inform- 
ing him  that  he  would  lay  it  before  the  King  of 
Spain.  A  copy  of  this  essay  he  produced,  and  read 
in  our  late  Convention  held  for  the  district;  and,  as 
well  as  my  memory  (which  I  acknowledge  is  not 
very  accurate)  serves  me,  the  substance  of  it  is  as 
follows. 

He  urges  our  natural  right  of  following  the  cur- 
rent of  rivers,  flowing  through  our  country  into  the 
sea.  He  states  the  extent  of  our  country,  the  rich- 
ness of  our  soil,  abounding  in  choice  productions  pro- 
per for  foreign  markets,  to  which  we  have  no  means 
of  conveying  them,  should  the  Mississippi  be  shut  up- 
against  us.  He  states  the  advantages  Spain  might 
derive  from  allowing  us  the  free  use-  of  that  river. 
He  goes  on  to  show  the  rapid  population  of  this 
country,  and  the  eagerness  with  which  every  indi- 
vidual looks  forward  to  that  navigation.  He  states 
the  general  abhorrence  with  which  the  people  of  the 
western   waters   received   the   intelligence,   that   Con- 
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gress  was  about  to  sacrifice  their  dearest  interest  by 
ceding  to  Spain  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  for 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  and  represents  it  as  a  fact, 
that  they  are  on  the  point  of  separating  themselves 
totally  from  the  Union  on  that  account.  He  addresses 
himself  to  their  fears  by  a  pompous  display  of  our 
force,  and  urges  that,  should  Spain  be  so  blind  to 
her  true  interest  as  to  refuse  us  an  amicable  partici- 
pation in  the  navigation  of  that  river,  and  thereby 
force  us  into  violent  measures,  "  Great  Britain  stands 
with  her  arms  extended  ready  to  receive  us,"  and  as- 
sist our  efforts  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object; 
and  quotes  a  conversation  he  had  a  few  years  ago 
with  a  member  of  the  British  Parliament  to  that  ef- 
fect 

He  states  the  facility  with  which  their  Province 
of  Louisiana  might  be  invaded  by  the  united  forces 
of  the  British  and  Americans,  by  means  of  the  river 
Illinois,  and  the  practicability  of  proceeding  from 
thence  to  their  Province  of  New  Mexico,  it  not  being 
more  than  twenty  days.  Britain,  he  says,  will,  in 
that  case,  aim  at  the  possession  of  Louisiana  and  New 
Orleans  for  herself,  and  leave  the  freedom  of  the  na- 
vigation to  America;  and  urges,  pretty  forcibly,  the 
great  danger  the  Spanish  interest  in  North  America 
would  be  in  from  the  British  power,  should  that  na- 
tion possess  herself  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  thereby  hold  the  two  grand  portals  of  North 
America,  that  river  and  the  St  Lawrence;  and  con- 
cludes with  an  apology  for  the  freedom  with  which 
he  has  treated  the  subject,  and  adds  that  it  has,  at 
their  own  particular  request,  been  drawn  from  a  man 
"whose  head  may  err,  but  whose  heart  cannot  de- 
ceive." 

This   essay  has,  I    am   told,   been    laid   before   the 
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Court  of  Madrid;  and,  as  a  violent  separation  from 
the  United  States  seems  to  be  laid  down  as  the 
groundwork  upon  which  every  other  consequence  de- 
pends, I  think,  probably,  has  produced  instructions 
from  that  Court  to  the  Spanish  resident  at  Congress, 
if  the  western  country  should  declare  itself  separate 
from  the  Union,  to  avail  himself  of  that  event  I 
found  this  conjecture  upon  Mr.  Brown's  confidential 
letters  from  Congress  to  his  friends  in  this  district. 
Some  of  those  letters  I  have  seen*  He  mentions 
that,  in  a  private  conversation  which  he  had  with 
Don  Gardoqui,  he  was  informed  that  so  long  as  this 
country  remained  a  part  of  the  Union,  we  had  nothing 
to  expect  from  Spain;  but,  were  we  to  declare  our- 
selves separate  from,  and  independent  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  authorized  to  treat  with  us  respecting 
commerce  and  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  Mr. 
Brown  having  returned  from  Congress,  was  called  upon, 
in  conversation,  in  November  last,  to  give  such  inform- 
ation respecting  our  affairs  in  Congress  as  might  be 
proper  for  us  to  know.  He  told  me  that  he  did  not 
think  himself  at  liberty  to  mention  what  past  in  pri- 
vate conversation  between  himself  and  Don  Gardoqui 
respecting  us.  But  this  much,  in  general,  he  would 
venture  to  inform  us,  that,  provided  we  were  united 
in  our  counsels,  every  thing  we  could  wish  for  was 
within  our  reach, — meaning,  as  it  appeared  fully  to 
me,  that  if  we  would  assume  government,  and  declare 
separate  from  the  Union,  Spain  would  give  us  every 
indulgence  we  could  ask  for. 

About  this  time   arrived  from   Canada  the   famous 
Dr.    (now    Colonel)    Connolly.f    His    ostensible   busi- 

*  Mr.  John  Brown,  Delegate  in   Congress  from  Virginia,  and  after- 
wards  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
t   See  Washington's   Writings,  Vol.  III.  p.  212. 
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ness  was  to  inquire  after,  and  repossess  himself  of, 
some  lands  he  formerly  held  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio; 
but  I  believe  that  his  real  business  was  to  sound 
the  disposition  of  the  leading  men  of  this  district  re- 
specting this  Spanish  business.  He  knew  that  both 
Colonel  Shuter  and  myself  had  given  it  all  the  oppo- 
sition in  the  Convention  we  were  able  to  do;  and, 
before  he  left  the  district,  paid  us  a  visit,  though 
neither  of  us  had  the  honor  of  the  least  acquaint- 
ance with  him.  He  was  introduced  by  Colonel  John 
Campbell,  formerly  a  prisoner  taken  by  the  Indians, 
and  confined  in  Canada,  who  previously  informed  us 
of  the  proposition  he  was  about  to  make.  He  (Con- 
nolly) presently  entered  upon  his  subject;  urged  the 
great  importance  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
must  be  of  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  waters ; 
showed  the  absolute  necessity  of  our  possessing  it; 
and  concluded  with  assurances  that,  were  we  disposed 
to  assert  our  right  respecting  that  navigation,  Lord 
Dorchester*  was  cordially  disposed  to  give  us  power- 
ful assistance ;  that  his  Lordship  had,  I  think  he  said, 
four  thousand  British  troops  in  Canada,  besides  two 
regiments  at  Detroit,  and  could  furnish  us  with  aims, 
ammunition,  clothing,  and  money;  that,  with  this  as- 
sistance, we  might  possess  ourselves  of  New  Orleans, 
fortify  the  Balize  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
keep  possession,  in  spite  of  the  utmost  efforts  of 
Spain,  to  the  contrary.  He  made  very  confident  pro- 
fessions of  Lord  Dorchester's  wishes  to  cultivate  the 
most  friendly  intercourse  with  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  of  his  own  desire  to  become  serviceable 
to  us ;  and  with  so  much  seeming  sincerity,  that,  had 
I  not  before  been  acquainted  with  his  character  as  a 

*  Governor  of  Canada. 
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man  of  intrigue  and   artful  address,  I    should,  in  all 
probability,  have  given  him  my  confidence. 

I  told  him  that  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
country  were  thoroughly  prejudiced  against  the  Bri- 
tish, not  only  from  circumstances  attending  the  late 
war,  but  from  a  persuasion  that  the  Indians  were 
at  this  time  stimulated  by  them  against  us ;  and  that, 
so  long  as  those  savages  continued  to  commit  such 
horrid  cruelties  on  our  defenceless  frontiers,  and  were 
received  as  friends  and  allies  by  the  British  at  De- 
troit, it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  be  convinc- 
ed of  the  sincerity  of  Lord  Dorchester's  offers,  let  his 
professions  be  ever  so  strong ;  and  that,  if  his  Lord- 
ship would  have  us  believe  him  really  disposed  to  be 
our  friend,  he  must  begin  by  showing  his  disapproba- 
tion of  the  ravages  of  the  Indians.  He  admitted  the 
justice  of  my  observations,  and  said  he  had  urged  the 
same  to  his  Lordship  before  he  left  Canada.  He  de- 
nied that  the  Indians  are  stimulated  against  us  by 
the  British,  and  says  that  Lord  Dorchester  observed 
that  the  Indians  are  free  and  independent  nations, 
and  have  a  right  to  make  peace  and  war  as  they 
think  fit,  and  that  he  could  not  with  propriety  inter- 
fere. He  promised,  however,  on  his  return  to  Canada, 
to  repeat  his  arguments  to  his  Lordship  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  hopes,  he  says,  to  succeed.  At  taking  his 
leave,  he  begged  very  politely  the  favor  of  our  cor- 
respondence. We  both  promised  him,  provided  he 
would  begin  it,  and  devise  a  means  of  carrying  it 
on.  He  did  not  tell  me  that  he  was  authorized  by 
Lord  Dorchester  to  make  us  these  offers  in  his  name, 
nor  did  I  ask  him;  but  General  Scott  informs  me 
that  he  told  him  that  his  Lordship  had  authorized 
him  to  use  his  name  in  this  business. 

It  appears  plain  to  me  that  the  offers  of  Lord  Dor- 
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Chester,  as  well  as  those  of  Spain,  are  founded  on  a 
supposition  that  it  is  a  fact  that  we  are  about  to  se- 
parate from  the  Union ;  else,  why  are  those  offers  not 
made  to  Congress?  We  shall,  I  fear,  never  be  safe 
from  the  machinations  of  our  enemies*  as  well  inter- 
nal as  external,  until  we  have  a  separate  State,  and 
are  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  federal  member.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  respectful  esteem 
and  regard, 

Tour  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Marshall.* 


FROM   JAMES  MADISON. 

Philadelphia,  8  March,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  arrived  here  yesterday  evening,  where  we  have 
met  with  Mr.  Dawson,  just  from  New  York.  When 
he  left  it,  eighteen  Representatives  and  eight  Senators 
had  assembled.  It  is  not  certain,  when  the  deficiencies 
will  be  made  up.  The  most  favorable  conjectures 
postpone  it  to  Monday  sennight.  The  members  at- 
tending are  chiefly  from  the  eastward.  I  do  not  learn 
that  a  single  member,  except  Mr.  White,  is  from  a 
State  south  of  Pennsylvania,  unless,  indeed,  Dr.  Tucker 
is  to  be  included  in  the  exception.  The  New  Jer- 
sey Representatives  are  not  yet  announced.  Mr. 
Clark,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  one,  Mr.  Cadwalader, 
Mr.  Boudinot,  and  Mr.  Schureman,  are  talked  of  as 
the  others. 

I  find  that  the    communication,  made  to   you  from 


*  See  the  subject  of  this  letter  fully  discussed  in  Butler's  History  of 
Kentucky,  Chapter  XI. 
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Kentucky,  corresponds  with  an  official  letter  to  Con- 
gress from  Governor  St.  Clair,  which  speaks  of  the 
same  emissary,  and  the  same  errand.  Notice  has 
been  transmitted  of  the  affair  to  the  Executive  of 
Congress,  in  order  that  regular  steps  may  be  taken, 
if  sufficient  ground  be  afforded,  for  apprehending  the 
incendiary.  The  project  of  G.  M n  for  establish- 
ing a  colony  beyond  the  Mississippi  is  also  going  on. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Brown,  as  explained  to  Mr. 
Griffin,  that  emigrations  to  the  Spanish  territory  will 
be  enticed  from  Kentucky,  as  rapidly  as  the  allure- 
ments of  the  latter  place  have  obtained  them  from 
the  Atlantic  States.  All  these  circumstances  point 
out  the  conduct,  which  the  new  Government  ought 
to  pursue,  with  regard  to  the  western  country  and 
Spain. 

I  dropped  you  a  line  from  Baltimore,  mentioning 
the  unanimity  of  the  electoral  votes  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  for  a  President,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  secondary  votes  were  disposed  of. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  truly  affectionate, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM   JAMES   MADISON. 

New  York,  19  March,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 
On  our  arrival  here,  we  found  that  the  number  of 
Representatives  on  the  spot  had  been  stationary  from 
the  second  day  of  the  meeting.  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Lee, 
and  myself  raised  it  to  twenty-one ;  and  Mr.  S.  Grif- 
fin and  Mr.  Moore  have  been  since  added.  The  num- 
ber of  attending  Senators  continues  at  eight  When 
a   quorum  will   be    made    up  in   either  House,  rests 
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on  vague  conjecture,  rather  than  on  any  precise  in- 
formation. It  is  not  improbable,  I  think,  that  the 
present  week  will  supply  the  deficiency  in  one,  if 
not  both  of  them.  The  States  most  convenient  are 
among  the  defaulters.  It  will  not  be  known,  I  am 
told,  in  this  State,  who  the  Representatives  are,  till 
some  time  next  month.  The  federal  party  calculate 
on  an  equal  division  of  the  six;  Mr.  Laurence  for 
the  city  district;  Mr.  Floyd  for  the  Long  Island  dis- 
trict;  and  Mr.  Benson  for  a  third. 

In  New  Jersey  the  election  has  been  conducted  in 
a  very  singular  manner.  The  law  having  fixed  no 
time  expressly  for  closing  the  polls,  they  have  been 
kept  open  three  or  four  weeks  in  some  of  the  coun- 
ties, by  a  rival  jealousy  between  the  eastern  and 
western  divisions  of  the  State;  and  it  seems  uncer- 
tain when  they  would  have  been  closed,  if  the  Go- 
vernor had  not  interposed  by  fixing  on  a  day  for 
receiving  the  returns,  and  proclaiming  the  successful 
candidates.  The  day  is  past,  but  I  have  not  heard 
the  result.  The  western  ticket,  in  favor  of  Schure- 
man,  Boudinot,  Cadwalader,  Sennickson  (if  this  is  the 
name),  is  supposed  to  have  prevailed;  but  an  im- 
peachment of  the  election,  by  the  unsuccessful  com- 
petitors, has  been  talked  of.  Two  of  the  Representa- 
tives from  Massachusetts  are  also  unknown  to  us. 
In  one  of  the  districts,  it  is  supposed  that  a  dis- 
affected man  has  prevailed. 

A  British  packet  has  long  been  expected,  and  is 
not  yet  arrived.  The  state  o£  foreign  news  remains 
of  consequence  little  altered.  The  accounts  of  latest 
date,  through  other  channels,  show,  that  the  progress 
in  France  towards  a  Constitutional  establishment,  is 
unchecked,  and  that  a  coalition  between  the  King 
and    the  Commons,   against  the   nobility  and   clergy, 

vol.  iv.  22 
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will  direct  the  innovations.  With  respectful  compli- 
ments to  Mrs.  Washington  and  the  rest  of  the  family, 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Truly  and  affectionately,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Madison,  Jb: 


FROM   RICHARD   HENRY   LEE. 

New  York,  6  April,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  the  Sunday  sennight  after  leaving  Mount  Ver- 
non, I  arrived  here,  where,  to  my  surprise,  I  found 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  was  not  assembled,  and 
but  a  small  majority  of  Representatives. 

On  this  day  we  went  to  business ;  and,  to  my  very 
great  satisfaction,  I  heard  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
electing  States  in  favor  of  calling  you  to  the  honor- 
able office  of  President  of  the  United  States.  Before 
this  period,  I  judged  it  might  not  be  acceptable  to 
speak  my  sentiments  to  you  on  this  subject.  But 
now,  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  my  ar- 
dent hope,  that  your  inclinations  may  correspond  with 
the  united  wish  of  America,  that  you  should  preside 
over  those  councils  which  you  have  so  greatly  con- 
tributed to  render  independent  Indeed,  I  am  sure 
that  the  public  happiness,  which  I  know  you  have  so 
much  at  heart,  will  be  very  insecure  without  your 
acceptance. 

The  two  Houses  feel  the  necessity  of  proceeding 
to  the  preparation  of  some  important  business,  that 
it  may  be  in  all  possible  forwardness  against  your 
arrival;  that  of  securing  the  impost  on  the  spring 
arrivals,  seems  to  be  the  most  pressing.  An  express 
goes  also  to  Mr.  Adams   immediately,  to  inform  him 
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of  his  election  to  the  office  of  Vice-President  I  pray 
to  be  remembered  affectionately  to  your  lady  and 
the  family  at  Mount  Vernon,  With  every  sentiment 
of  respect,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee.* 


FROM   GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 

Paris,  29  April,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  write  to  you  a  short  letter 
on  the  3d  of  last  month.  Monsieur  de  Lafayette  is 
since  returned  from  his  political  campaign  in  Au- 
vergne,  crowned  with  success.  He  had  to  contend 
with  prejudices,  and  the  interests  of  his  order,  and 
with  the  influence  of  the  Queen  and  Princes  (except 
the  Duke  of  Orleans) ;  but  he  was  too  able  for  his 
opponents.  He  played  the  orator  with  as  much  £clat 
as  ever  he  acted  the  soldier,  and  is  at  this  moment 
as  much  envied  and  hated  as  his  heart  could  wish. 
He  is  also  much  beloved  by  the  nation ;  for  he  stands 
forward  as  one  of  the  principal  champions  for  her 
rights. 

The  elections  are  finished  throughout  this  kingdom, 
except  in  the  capital ;  and  it  appears,  from  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  Representatives  (called  here  les  Car 
hie?*s)  that  certain  points  are  universally  demanded, 
which,  when  granted  and  secured,  will  render  France 
perfectly  free,  as  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution. 
I  say  the  principles,  for  one   generation   at  least,  will 


*  Washington  was  inaugurated  President  of  the  United  States  on  the 
30th  of  April,  in  New  York. 
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be  required  to  render  the  practice  familiar.  We  have, 
I  think,  every  reason  to  wish  that  the  patriots  may 
be  successful.  The  generous  wish  that  a  free  people 
must  have  to  disseminate  freedom,  the  grateful  emo- 
tion which  rejoices  in  the  happiness  of  a  benefactor, 
and  a  strong  personal  interest  as  well  in  the  liberty 
as  in  the  power  of  this  country,  all  conspire  to  make 
us  far  from  indifferent  spectators. 

I  say  that  we  have  an  Merest  in  the  liberty  of 
France.  The  leaders  here  are  our  friends.  Many  of 
them  have  imbibed  their  principles  in  America,  and 
all  have  been  fired  by  our  example.  Their  opponents 
are  by  no  means  rejoiced  at  the  success  of  our  revo- 
lution, and  many  of  them  are  disposed  to  form  con- 
nections of  the  strictest  kind  with  Great  Britain. 
The  commercial  treaty  emanated  from  such  disposi- 
tions; and,  according  to  the  usual  course  of  those 
events  which  are  shaped  by  human  wisdom,  it  will 
probably  produce  the  exact  reverse  of  what  was  in- 
tended by  the  projectors.  The  spirit  of  this  nation 
is  at  present  high,  and  M.  Necker  is  very  popular; 
but  if  he  continues  long  in  the  administration,  it  will 
be  somewhat  wonderful.  His  enemies  are  numerous, 
able,  and  inveterate.  His  supporters  are  indifferent 
as  to  his  fate,  and  will  protect  him  no  longer  than 
while  he  can  aid  in  establishing  a  Constitution.  But, 
when  once  that  great  business  is  accomplished,  he 
will  be  left  to  stand  on  his  own  ground.  The  Court 
wish  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  unless  he  shows  himself 
very  strong  in  the  States-General,  they  will  gratify 
their  wishes.  His  ability  as  a  Minister  will  be  much 
contested  in  that  Assembly;  but  with  what  success, 
time  only  can  determine. 

The  materials  for  a  revolution  in  this  country  are 
very  indifferent.     Everybody  agrees    that  there  is  an 
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utter  prostration  of  morals ;  but  this  general  position 
can  never  convey  to  an  American  mind  the  degree 
of  depravity.  It  is  not  by  any  figure  of  rhetoric,  or 
force  of  language,  that  the  idea  can  be  communicated. 
A  hundred  anecdotes,  and  a  hundred  thousand  ex- 
amples, are  required  to  show  the  extreme  rottenness 
of  every  member.  There  are  men  and  women  who  are 
greatly  and  eminently  virtuous.  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  number  many  in  my  own  acquaintance.  But  they 
stand  forward  from  a  background  deeply  and  darkly 
shaded.  It  is,  however,  from  such  crumbling  matter 
that  the  great  edifice  of  freedom  is  to  be  erected 
here.  Perhaps,  like  the  stratum  of  rock,  which  is 
spread  under  the  whole  surface  of  their  country,  it 
may  harden  when  exposed  to  the  air;  but  it  seems 
quite  as  likely  that  it  will  fall  and  crush  the  builders. 
I  own  to  you  that  I  am  not  without  such  appre- 
hensions, for  there  is  one  fatal  principle  which  per- 
vades all  ranks.  It  is,  a  perfect  indifference  to  the 
violation  of  engagements.  Inconstancy  is  so  mingled 
in  the  blood,  marrow,  and  very  essence  of  this  peo- 
ple, that  when  a  man  of  high  rank  and  importance 
laughs  to-day  at  what  he  seriously  asserted  yesterday, 
it  is  considered  as  in  the  natural  order  of  things. 
Consistency  is  a  phenomenon.  Judge,  then,  what 
would  be  the  value  of  an  association,  should  such  a 
thing  be  proposed,  and  even  adopted.  The  great 
mass  of  the  common  people  have  no  religion  but  their 
priests,  no  law  but  their  superiors,  no?  morals  but 
their  interest  These  are  the  creatures  who,  led  by 
drunken  curates,  are  now  in  the  high  road  d,  la  libertS, 
and  the  first  use  they  make  of  it  is  to  form  insur- 
rections everywhere  for  the  want  of  bread.  We  have 
had  a  little  riot  here  yesterday  and  the  day  before, 
and  I  am  told  that  some  men  have  been  killed;  but 
22* 
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the  affair  was  so  distant  from  the  quarter  in  which  I 
reside,  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  particulars. 

I  am  almost  at  the  bottom  of  my  paper,  without 
mentioning  what  I  at  first  intended.  Six  days  ago  I 
got  from  the  maker  your  watch,  with  two  copper 
keys,  and  one  golden  one,  and  a  box  containing  a 
spare  spring  and  glasses,  all  which  I  have  delivered 
to  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  takes  charge  of  them  for  you. 
I  am,  &c,  Gouverneur  Morris. 


FROM   PHILIP   SCHUYLER. 

Albany,  2  May,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

By  yesterday's  post  we  were  advised  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's arrival  at  New  York;  and  if  a  variety  of 
incidents  did  not  concur  to  prevent  me,  I  should 
have  the  honor,  in  person,  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
gratitude  and  confidence  which  you  so  eminently  ex- 
perience from  United  America. 

Until  the  adoption  of  the  present  system  of  Na- 
tional Government,  it  was  a  constant  and  a  painful 
reflection  to  every  patriot,  that  the  inefficacy  of  the 
late  Confederation  threatened  to  deprive  America  of 
those  blessings,  for  which  she  was  greatly  indebted  to 
your  persevering  exertions,  in  surmounting  the  obsta- 
cles which  were  opposed  to  her  becoming  independ- 
ent. And  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  the  distress 
of  my  feelings  was  infinitely  increased,  from  a  con- 
templation of  what  I  could  realize  must  be  yours  on 
the  sad  occasion. 

But  anxiety  is  now  at  an  end.  The  impending 
clouds  are  dispelled,  and  a  happy  prospect  is  present- 
ed to  the  view.  For  why  should  we  doubt  that  the 
Divine  hand,  which  has  so  evidently  interfered  in 
favor  of  America,  and  so  remarkably  assisted  and  con- 
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ducted  you  in  every  stage  of  life,  will  continue  to 
guide  and  direct  you  in  your  endeavours  for  the  hap- 
piness of  your  country?  Let  me  join  my  wish  to 
the  universal  one,  that  health,  happiness,  and  every 
blessing,  may  be  your  portion.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with 
affectionate  and  sincere  esteem  and  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  LINCOLN. 

Boston,  23  May,  1789. 

My  dear  General, 

I  was  early  convinced,  upon  your  Excellency's  re- 
tirement from  public  life,  that  too  much  of  your  time, 
for  your  own  happiness,  was  engrossed  by  a  corres- 
pondence as  extensive  as  is  the  knowledge  of  letr 
ters,  and  by  the  frequent  visits  of  people  throughout 
the  equally  extended  limits.  An  idea  that  these  vi- 
sits were  multiplied  by  the  ease  with  which  people 
obtained  letters  of  introduction  to  your  Excellency, 
has  restrained  me  from  giving  such  letters  but  in  a 
few  instances,  lest  I  should  be  instrumental  in  add- 
ing to  your  cares,  and  breaking  in  upon  your  domes- 
tic tranquillity.  At  this  day,  Sir,  I  ought  to  be  more 
upon  my  guard  than  ever,  as  your  burdens  are  mul- 
tiplied, and  as  your  whole  time  must  be  engrossed 
by  the  important  calls  of  your  elevated  office.  While 
under  this  conviction,  I  hope  and  trust  that  I  shall 
not  exceed  the  bounds  of  propriety.  I  consider,  how- 
ever, that  there  are  instances,  wrhich  to  neglect  would 
be  highly  criminal,  and  might  justly  be  considered  as 
a  neglect  of  duty  to  your  Excellency  and  to  the 
public.     Such  I  consider  the  instance  now  before  me. 

This  letter  will  be  honored  by  its  being  borne  by 
the   Honorable  George  Cabot.     Feeling,  as   all   others 
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do,  an  esteem  for  and  obligations  to  your  Excellency, 
he  intends  to  wait  upon  you  and  express  them.  I 
hope  his  business  will  permit  him  to  remain  a  little 
time  with  you,  for  I  am  sure  your  Excellency  will 
find  him  a  gentleman,  in  all  respects  perfectly  agree- 
able. From  his  abilities,  his  integrity,  his  knowledge 
of  the  world,  of  commerce  in  general,  and  its  connec- 
tions with  the  different  nations,  our  interest  with  them 
and  with  each  other,  I  cannot  help  considering  him 
an  honor  to  our  pountry,  and  one  of  the  most  able 
and  us&ful  men  in  it.  He  has  been  drawn  into  pub- 
lic life ;  but  we  have  not  had  influence  enough  to 
retain  him.  If  your  Excellency  should  have  time  to 
open  with  him  on  the  state  of  trade  here,  on  its  fo- 
reign and  domestic,  connections,  you  will  receive  a 
very  judicious  relation;  and  such  a  one  as  will  be 
pleasing,  and  throw  light  on  the  interesting  and  im- 
portant subject,  and  as  free  from  personal  views  and 
those  local  prejudices  which  have  so  often  clogged 
our  public  proceedings  and  given  a  false  coloring  to 
them,  as  from  any  man  I  know  on  earth. 

Fearing  that  he  would  call,  as  thousands  of  others 
must  do,  without  being  particularly  known,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  beg  it  as  a  favor  that  he  would 
take  charge  of  this  letter,  and  deliver  it  with  his 
own  hand.  I  have  been  urged  to  this  from  the  full- 
est conviction  that  the  happiness  arising  from  an  in- 
terview would  be  reciprocal.  Captain  Brown,  formerly 
of  Glover's  regiment,  and  who  was  with  your  Excel- 
lency at  Trenton,  now  a  very  respectable  merchant 
in  this  State,  will  accompany  Mr.  Cabot.  I  have  the 
honor  of  being,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  my 
dear  General, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  &c, 

Benjamin  Lincoln. 
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FROM   THOMAS   MARSHALL. 

Woodford   County,  26  June,  1789. 

Dear  General, 

Your  Excellency's  letter,  dated  the  27th  of  March 
last,  came  safe  to  hand,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  as- 
sure you  that  I  will  observe  the  contents  of  it  with 
all  the  care  and  attention  in  my  power.  The  part  I 
took  in  the  business  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you 
of,  has  deprived  me  of  the  confidence  of  all  those 
gentlemen  concerned.  It  is  however  scarcely  possi- 
ble, that  a  matter  of  that  extensive  importance  can 
be  conducted  to  any  dangerous  crisis,  without  my  dis- 
covering something  of  it,  time  enough  to  give  you 
the  necessary  information.  In  the  mean  time,  my  vigi- 
lance shall  not  sleep. 

Should  your  Excellency  find  it  necessary  to  honor 
me  with  your  commands,  they  will  find  a  safe  con- 
veyance by  being  sent  under  cover  to  my  son,  John 
Marshall,  in  Richmond,  to  whom  I  shall  write  for 
that  purpose. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  express  my  extreme  happiness 
on  account  of  your  Excellency's  acceptance  of  the 
Presidency  of  the  United  States ;  an  event  the  more 
to  be  rejoiced  at,  as  it  bids  fair,  at  this  critical  time, 
for  the  reconcilement  of  all  parties.  It  strongly  im- 
presses on  my  mind  the  truth  of  what  was  propheti- 
cally said  from  the  pulpit,  on  the  commencement  of 
the  former  French  war,  "that  Providence  had  sent 
you  into  the  world  to  be  the  salvation  of  America." 
May  God  bless  and  prosper  you !  is  the  prayer  of 
him,  who  has  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  re- 
spectful regard, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Marshall. 
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FROM   HENRY   LEE. 

Stratford,  1  July,  1789. 

My  dear  General, 

Although  the  exalted  station,  which  your  love  of 
us  and  our  love  of  you  has  placed  you  in,  calls  for 
change  in  mode  of  address,  yet  I  cannot  so  quickly 
relinquish  the  old  manner.  Your  military  rank  holds 
its  place  in  my  mind,  notwithstanding  your  civic  glo- 
ry ;  and,  whenever  I  do  abandon  the  title  which  used 
to  distinguish  you,  I  shall  do  it  with  awkwardness. 

The  affectionate  and  decided  regard,  demonstrated 
to  your  person  and  character,  on  your  tour  to  New 
York,  has  diffused  pure  and  sincere  joy  among  every 
class  of  people  in  the  circle  of  my  intelligence.  Nor 
has  any  individual  more  heartily  enjoyed  the  testimo- 
nials exhibited  by  my  fellow-citizens  than  myself;  be- 
cause it  manifests  honor,  truth,  and  gratitude  in  the 
body  politic,  and  because  such  spontaneous  and  dis- 
interested effusions  of  respect  and  attachment  must 
convey  a  reward  the  most  grateful  of  all  others  to  your 
feelings.  Ilaving  gone  through  your  inauguration, 
and  consequently  in  some  degree  shielded  by  the  du- 
ties of  office  from  the  display  of  affection  and  respect, 
which  your  arrival  in  New  York  must  have  produced, 
I  venture  to  yield  to  the  entreaties  of  my  heart,  of- 
ten before  resisted,  to  offer  my  congratulations  on  your 
auspicious  acceptance  of  the  administration  of  the  Na- 
tional Government.  My  reluctance  to  trespass  a  mo- 
ment on  your  time  would  have  operated  to  a  further 
procrastination  of  my  wishes,  had  not  I  been  roused 
above  every  feeling  of  ceremony  by  the  heart-rending 
intelligence,  received  yesterday,  that  your  life  was  de- 
spaired of.  Had  I  had  wings  in  the  moment,  I  should 
have  wafted  myself  to  your  bedside,  only  again  to 
see  the  first  of  men ;  but  alas !   despairing  as  I  was, 
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from  the  account  received,  after  the  affliction  of  one 
day  and  night,  was  I  made  most  happy  by  receiving 
a  letter,  now  before  me  from  New  York,  announcing 
the  restoration  of  your  health.  May  Heaven  preserve 
it! 

Next  to  the  felicity  of  the  nation,  I  confess  I  have 
no  object  more  interesting  to  me  than  your  health 
and  happiness.  I  pray,  as  I  ever  have  done,  that 
your  return  to  public  life  may  be  commensurate  to 
your  intentions  and  to  our  expectations.  Greater 
good  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  cannot  be 
asked  for.  To  give  complete  success  to  your  admi- 
nistration appears  to  me  impracticable,  unless  national 
harmony  is  soon  restored.  The  political  schism,  which 
divides  our  countrymen,  is,  I  fear,  deep  planted  in 
the  minds  of  many  leading  characters;  and,  however 
respect  to  a  majority  and  affection  to  the  President 
may  quiet  them  now,  yet,  on  the  first  inviting  occa- 
sion, the  spirit  of  opposition  will  show  itself  strongly. 
To  deprive,  it  of  the  means  of  operating  with  effect 
should  be,  I  conceive,  the  leading  object  of  the  friends 
to  government.  It  is  practicable  to  prevent  your  ene- 
my from  injuring  you,  although  it  may  be  impossi- 
ble to  render  him  your  friend.  Therefore,  instead  of 
striving  to  court  the  good  will  of  opposition,  by  im- 
proper concessions,  I  would  disarm  them,  by  comply- 
ing with  the  rational  views  of  the  advocates  for 
amendments  spontaneously.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  whom  these  remarks  apply,  if  they  follow 
the  plan  which  seems  to  be  contemplated  by  some  of 
their  members,  will,  I  think,  accomplish  this  great 
good.  If  it  is  not  done  under  your  auspices,  it  will 
never  be  effected ;  and,  if  never  effected,  we  shall  be 
a  divided,  distressed  people. 

Among  the  difficulties  which  encompass  you,  I  pre- 
sume those  which  flow  from  the   nomination  to  office. 
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will  be  the  most  irksome.  The  public  good  being 
your  guide,  all  that  you  can  want  will  be  just  in- 
formation. Herein  consists  the  danger  of  committing 
error,  because  you  must  unavoidably  depend  on  the 
knowledge  of  others  too  often.  When  the  commer- 
cial arrangements  shall  be  settled,  and  it  may  become 
necessary  to  make  the  appointments,  I  beg  leave  to 
mention  to  you  a  young  man  of  excellent  private 
character,  and  brought  up  in  the  naval  office,  Mr. 
Richard  Marshall  Scott,  of  Alexandria,  who  wishes  to 
continue  in  public  employ.  He  is  descended  from 
poor  though  honest  parents,  and  has  no  chance  for  suc- 
cess in  his  application  but  from  his  own  merit  His 
character  will  bear  the  strictest  scrutiny,  and  his  con- 
duct for  seven  years  in  the  office  of  South  Potomac, 
as  Deputy  Naval  Officer  at  the  port  of  Alexandria, 
meets  with  unanimous  applause  from  the  merchants 
as  well  as  from  his   superiors. 

Having  touched  on  this  delicate  subject,  I  cannot 
help  naming  to  you  another  gentleman,  to  whose 
character,  in  war  and  in  peace,  you  are  no  stranger, 
and  whose  situation  and  manner  of  life  seem  to  fit 
him  for  public  employment,  I  mean  Colonel  Carring- 
ton.  He  dislikes  to  solicit  for  office,  but  I  am  per- 
suaded would  be  happy  in  being  honored  with  an 
appointment,  whenever  you  should  consider  it  proper 
to  call  him  into  service.  I  am  sure  you  will  consider 
these  communications  merely  as  information,  and  there- 
fore they  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  you.  Will  you 
be  pleased  to  present  Mrs.  Lee  and  me  in  the  most 
respectful  manner  to  your  lady,  and  to  accept,  Sir,  a 
repetition  of  the  unceasing  respect  and  regard  of 
your  faithful  and  affectionate 

Friend  and  humble  servant, 

Henry  Lee. 
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FROM   DAVID   STUART. 

Abingdon,  14  July,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

Being  just  returned  from  a  journey  to  the  lower 
parts  of  the  State,  I  am  much  distressed  to  find  your 
indisposition  has  been  much  more  severe  than  ap- 
peared from  the  public  papers.  I  hope  I  may  now  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  perfect  recovery.  Though  you 
were  pleased,  at  your  departure,  to  desire  to  hear  from 
me  occasionally,  yet,  knowing  how  much  you  are  op- 
pressed in  this  way,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  increase 
your  list  of  correspondents,  unless  business  required 
it,  or  I  had  some  information  of  the  public  opinion 
respecting  the  operations  of  the  Government  to  com- 
municate, which,  if  not  useful  or  important,  might  be 
satisfactory.  Both  these  motives  concur  in  dictating 
the  present  address. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  ferment  and  disquietude 
occasioned  by  the  proposition  respecting  titles.  As  it 
is  believed  to  have  originated  from  Mr.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Lee,  they  are  not  only  unpopular  to  an  extreme, 
but  highly  odious.  Neither,  I  am  convinced,  will  ever 
get  a  vote  from  this  State  again.  As  I  consider  it 
very  unfortunate  for  the  Government,  that  a  person 
in  the  second  office  should  be  so  unpopular,  I  have 
been  much  concerned  at  the  clamor  and  abuse  against 
him.  Perhaps  I  feel  it  more  sensibly,  from  being  re- 
minded of  my  insignificant  exertions  for  him  as  an 
elector.  The  opponents  to  the  Government  affect  to 
smile  at  it,  and  consider  it  as  a  verification  of  their 
prophecies  about  the  tendency  of  the  Government 
Mr.  Henry's  description  of  it,  that  "it  squinted  to- 
wards monarchy,"  is  in  every  mouth,  and  has  esta- 
blished him  in  the  general  opinion  as  a  true  prophet 

It  has  given  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  every  part 
of  your  conduct  spoke  of  with  high  approbation,  and 

vol.  iv.  23 
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particularly  your  dispensing  with   ceremony   occasion- 
ally, and  walking  the  streets;   while  Adams  is  never 
seen  but  in  his  carriage  and  six.*    As  trivial  as  this 
may  appear,  it  appears  to  be  more  captivating  to  the 
generality,  than  matters  of  more  importance.    Indeed, 
I  believe  the  great  herd  of  mankind  form  their  judg- 
ments of  characters,  more  from  such  slight  occurrences, 
than  those  of  greater   magnitude ;   and  perhaps  they 
are  right,  as  the  heart  is  more  immediately  consulted 
with  respect  to  the   fojrmer,   than   the  latter,  and  an 
error  of  judgment  is  more  easily   pardoned,  than  one 
of  the  heart    I  find  the  Senate  in  general  to  be  un- 
popular, and  much  censured  for  keeping  their  doors 
shut.    Nor  do  they   appear   more    fortunate  for  their 
disagreement  with  the   lower   House,   on   the   subject 
of  a  discrimination.    I    can   only   say,  that  I   think, 
from  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  it  would  be  a 
measure  highly  grateful  to  every  part  of  this   State 
but  the  British   merchants.     But  it  may,  possibly,  be 
founded  more  in  prejudice  and  resentment,  than  sound 
policy ;  and  if  experience  should  prove  it  so,  I  know 
it  would  be  readily  forgot  that  it  was  a  measure  of 
their  own;    and    censure   in  abundance  would  follow. 
But  without  it,  it  is  asked,  what  inducement  can  the 
British  Court  have  to    enter   into    any  treaty   at  all 
with  America,  when  her  commerce  is  as  much  favored 
without  one,  as  that  of  any  nation  which  has  a  treaty  ? 
In  passing  through  York  to   the   Eastern  Shore,  I 
was  much  concerned  to  understand,  that  the  family  of 
so  virtuous  and  patriotic  a  man  as  General  N.  was  left 
in   so   destitute  a  condition.    His  numerous  creditors 
had  just  presented  their  claims,  which,  it  seems,  amount 
to   the   enormous   sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  pounds. 
At  the  low  rates  at  which  property  sells,  it  is  thought 

*  Such  being  the  rumor  in  Virginia. 
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little  will  be  left  for  his  family,  after  the  debts  are 
paid.  As  I  know  you  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
father's  virtues,  than  myself,  I  hope  you  will  think 
these  a  sufficient  justification  for  my  mentioning  his 
son,  Thomas,  to  you  for  some  office.  He  has  been 
well  educated,  and  bred  to  the  law,  and  been  two  or 
three  years  attending  as  a  practitioner  at  the  General 
Court  From  the  number  of  old  competitors  there,  his 
profits  from  his  profession  are  but  small  and  insuffi- 
cient I  expect  that  some  place  in  your  family  would 
be  agreeable.  If  you  have  no  occasion  for  more,  I 
should  suppose  that  the  office  of  clerk  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Foreign  Affiiirs  would  be  one  to  which  he  is 
well  fitted  from  his  profession.  It  is  a  piece  of  jus- 
tice due  to  the  family,  that  I  should  observe,  that  I 
have  mentioned  the  subject  without  any  application 
or  suggestion  on  their  part,  prompted  alone  by  my 
feelings  for  the  distress  of  the  family,  and  my  high 
respect  for  the  virtues  of  the  father.  Mr.  Page  will 
be  able  to  give  you  more  information  respecting  the 
qualifications  of  the  young  man  than  I  can,  if  you 
should  think  the  reasons  I  have  given  deserve  any 
attention.  I  must  now  confess  my  awkwardness  on 
this  subject,  and  appeal  to  the  motives  which  influ- 
enced me  for  venturing  to  harass  you  on  a  subject,  on 
which  I  know  you  were  tired  out,  months  before  you 
left  home. 

Mr.  Claiborne  informed  me,  some  time  ago,  by  Mr. 
Bassett,  and  lately  himself,  that  he  conceived  he 
had  a  right  to  the  land  in  King  William,  purchased 
by  Mr.  Custis's  father  from  his  uncle,  and  containing 
about  twenty-five  hundred  acres.  He  conceives  the 
lands  to  have  been  entailed,  and  wishes  to  know  if 
you  have  any  information  respecting  its  being  docked. 
I  can  discover  no  instrument  of  that  sort  among  the 
papers.    In  the    deed  of  conveyance  to  Mr.  Custis,  I 
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observe  that  it  was  sold  by  a  decree  in  Chancery  of 
the  Court  of  King  William,  to  pay  Mr.  Claiborne's 
debts.  This  is  a  very  encouraging  circumstance  to 
me,  as  I  cannot  suppose  the  Court  would  have  taken 
such  a  step  without  the  best  opinions  that  it  was  not 
entailed.  I  likewise  find,  that  Mr.  Powers,  an  able 
lawyer  of  that  time,  as  an  executor,  joins  in  the 
conveyance,  as  also  Philip  W.  Claiborne,  father  of 
the  present  claimant.  I  can  hardly  think  the  former 
would  have  made  himself  liable,  and  the  latter  con- 
veyed away  his  right,  without  the  fullest  conviction 
of  there  being  some  defect  in  the  entail.  I  have  in- 
formed Mr.  Claiborne  of  these  circumstances ;  but  he 
does  not  appear  to  think  them  of  any  weight.  He 
tells  me  the  lawyers  he  has  consulted  think  it  a 
good  entail.  I  have  consulted  no  one  yet  but  Colo- 
nel Innes,  who  is  of  the  same  opinion  with  Mr.  Pow- 
ers. Though  it  is  not  probable  you  have  any  informa- 
tion, which  the  papers  do  not  furnish,  yet  I  could 
wish  to  know  it  certainly.  I  am  told,  by  Mr.  Moor, 
that  Claiborne's  father  used  to  talk  much  of  his  right, 
and  of  suing  for  it.  You  may  have  heard  of  this, 
and  the  reasons  which  prevented  him. 

I  shall  have  little  to  do  the  remainder  of  the  year 
but  attend  the  different  courts.  The  weighty  suit  in 
Chancery  with  Robert  Alexander  will  be  determined 
in  August,  and  with  Colonel  Bassett  in  September,  at 
Williamsburg.  Mr.  W.  Dandridge  informs  me,  it  is 
necessary  there  should  be  a  deed  of  conveyance  from 
you  to  Mr.  Custis's  heir  for  the  lands  you  purchased 
in  Bang  William.  You  will  determine  whether  it  be 
so  or  not,  to  prevent  any  claim  from  your  heirs. 
Mr.  I.  Dandridge  has  informed  me  of  an  order  for  a 
considerable  sum  due  from  his  father's  estate  to  Mr. 
Custis's,  which  he  has  sent  to  you.  When  informed  of 
its  being  complied  with,  I  shall  give  him  credit  for  it 
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I  must  now  desire  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Washington.  Mrs.  Stuart  and  the  girls  are  well,  and 
desire  their  love  to  each  of  you,  and  beg  to  congratu- 
late you  on  your  recovery.    I  am,  &c., 

David  Stuart. 

FROM   GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 

Dieppe,  31  July,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  April  last.  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  a 
recital  of  events,  which  Mr.  Jefferson  has,  I  know, 
communicated  to  the  office  of  Foreign  Affairs.  But 
being  now  here  on  my  way  to  London,  and  finding 
a  vessel  bound  directly  to  New  York,  I  take  the  op- 
portunity to  send  some  tables,  which  contain  the  po- 
litical, military,  pecuniary,  and  commercial  state  of 
this  country.  I  believe  them  to  be  tolerably  authen- 
tic as  far  as  they  go. 

I  will  also  communicate  a  matter,  which  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson was  not  yet  informed  of,  and  which  I  could 
not  tell  him,  because  I  was  forbidden  to  mention  it 
to  any  person  here.  You  know,  I  dare  say,  that  the 
Count  de  Moustier  has  his  congL  His  successor  will 
be  Colonel  Ternant, —  at  first,  in  the  character  of 
Charge  des  Affaires,  and  when  M.  de  Moustier  is  other- 
wise placed,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Ternant  may 
be  made  Minister;  but  that  will  depend  on  the  situ- 
ation of  the  Court  at  the  time,  so  that  there  I  only 
state  probability.  As  to  the  other,  you  may  rely  on 
it,  because  my  intelligence  I  know  to  be  good.  The 
important  trait  in  this  appointment  is,  that  he  is 
named  as  a  person  who  will  be  agreeable  to  us. 

You  may  rely,  also,  on  what  I  am  about  to  men- 
tion, but  which  I  pray  you  not  to  disclose.  It  is 
known  to  very  few  in  this  country,  and  may,  per- 
23* 
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haps,  as  it  ought,  be  buried  in  oblivion.  The  King 
has  actually  formed  the  design  of  going  off  to  Spain. 
Whether  the  measure  set  on  foot  to  dissuade  him 
will  have,  as  I  hope,  the  desired  effect,  time  only  can 
discover.  His  fears  govern  him  absolutely,  and  they 
have  of  late  been  most  strongly  excited.  He  is  a 
well-meaning  man,  but  extremely  weak ;  and  probably 
these  circumstances  will  in  every  event  secure  him 
from  personal  injury.  An"  able  man  would  not  have 
fallen  into  his  situation;  but  I  think  that  no  ability 
can  now  extricate  him.  He  must  float  along  the  cur- 
rent of  events,  being  absolutely  and  entirely  a  ci- 
pher. If,  however,  he  should  fly,  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  predict  the  consequences;  for  this  country  is 
at  present  as  near  to  anarchy  as  society  can  approach 
without  dissolution.  There  are  some  able  men  in  the 
National  Assembly;  yet  the  best  heads  among  them 
would  not  be  injured  by  experience,  and  unfortunately 
there  are  great  numbers  who,  with  much  imagina- 
tion, have  little  knowledge,  judgment,  or  reflection. 
You  may  consider  the  revolution  as  complete ;  that  is 
to  say,  the  authority  of  the  King  and  of  the  nobility 
is  completely  subdued.  Yet  I  tremble  for  the  Consti- 
tution. They  have  all  that  romantic  spirit,  and  all 
those  romantic  ideas  of  government,  which,  happily 
for  America,  we  were  cured  of  before  it  was  too  late. 
They  are  advancing  rapidly.  But  I  must  check  my- 
self, or  my  reflections  will  occupy  too  much  space 
both  for  you  and  for  me. 

One  of  the  last  persons  I  saw  in  Paris  was  M.  de 
Lafayette.  He  had  promised  to  trust  me  with  a  let- 
ter for  you;  but  he  must  be  excused,  for  he  is  as 
busy  as  a  man  can  be.  Not  long  since,  speaking  to 
him  on  his  own  subject,  I  told  him  some  hints  I  had 
given,  tending  to  make  him  Governor  of  the  Isle  of 
France,  which,  you  know,  includes  Paris.    He  declared 
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that  the  command  of  the  military  in  that  city  only, 
was  the  utmost  of  his  wishes ;  that  he  was  satiated 
with  power;  he  had  his  sovereign,  during  the  late 
procession  to  Paris,  completely  within  his  authority; 
he  had  marched  him  where  he  pleased ;  measured  out 
the  degree  of  applause  he  should  receive  as  he  pleas- 
ed ;  and,  if  he  pleased,  could  have  detained  him  pri- 
soner. All  this  is  strictly  true.  He  commanded  on 
that  day  at  least  eighty  thousand  men,  who,  during 
the  King's  progress  through  them  to  the  Hotel  de 
Ville,  shouted  Vive  la  Nation,  and  only  on  his  retvrn 
cried    Vive  le  JRoi. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  will  be  informed  of 
the  critical  situation  in  which  things  were  placed, 
just  before  the  last  Ministry  were  turned  out  and 
the  old  one  restored.  My  authority  is  very  good, 
but  yet  I  will  not  vouch  for  the  truth.  It  was  re- 
solved to  reduce  Paris  by  famine,  to  take  two  hun- 
dred of  the  States-General  prisoners,  to  dissolve  that 
Assembly,  and  to  govern  in  the  old-fashioned  way. 
All  this,  you  will  say,  was  madness,  and  therefore  im- 
probable. But  was  it  not  equally  mad  to  drive  away 
Necker,  and  change  the  Ministry  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner,  which  were  chosen  for  that  purpose  ? 
The  men,  weak  enough  for  the  one,  were  certainly 
mad  enough  for  the  other.  Two  German  regiments, 
which  were  to  be  employed,  were  regaled  by  the 
Queen  in  the  Orangerie  at  Versailles.  They  received 
promises  and  largesses,  and  were  prevailed  on  to 
shout  Vive  la  Heine,  Vive  le  Comte  d9  Ariois,  Vive  la 
Duchesse  de  Poligmc.  Afterwards,  their  music  played 
for  hours  under  her  Majesty's  window.  The  Mares- 
chal  de  Broglio  endeavoured,  at  the  same  time,  to 
conciliate  the  artillery.  But  it  was  at  length  disco- 
vered, that,  though  the  troops  would  shout  and  sing, 
yet  they  would  not   fight  against  their  countrymen. 
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All  which  might  have  been  known  long  ago.  At  the 
moment  when  their  intrigue  was  carrying  on  by  the 
Court,  the  Gardes  du  Corps  and'  Gardes  Frangaises 
combined  to  defend  the  members  of  the  National  As- 
sembly. I  pass  over  those  facts,  which  you  cannot 
but  know,  to  mention,  in  one  word,  that  the  whole 
army  of  France  have  declared  for  liberty;  and  that 
one  reason  why  his  Majesty  has  not  taken  the  steps 
above  mentioned,  is,  that  he  does  not  know  a  single 
regiment  that  would  obey  him. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir.  I  write  this  letter  in  much 
hurry,  and  after  much  fatigue.  Excuse  in  it  every- 
thing inaccurate  or  inelegant,  and  pardon  it,  on  the 
score  of  that  sincere  and  affectionate  respect,  with 
which  I  am,  &c, 

GoUVERNEUR  MoRBIS. 


FROM   DAVID   HUMPHREYS.* 

Bock  Landing,  21  September,  1789. 

My  dear  General, 

I  did  not  trouble  you  with  a  letter  from  Savannah, 
because  our  public  despatch  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
would  inform  you  of  our  proceedings  to  that  time. 
Besides,  the  oppressive  nature  of  the  intolerable  heat, 
and  the  exertion  we  were  obliged  to  make  to  get 
forward  on  our  journey,  occasioned  such  a  relaxation 
and  consequent  sickness,  as  rendered  me  almost  in- 
capable of  writing.    We  are  all  now  well 

After  a  fatiguing  journey  through  the   deep  sands 

*  General  Lincoln,  Cyrus  Griffin,  and  David  Humphreys,  were  ap- 
pointed Commissioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  southern  Indians, 
Executive  Journal  of  the  Senate,  Vol.  I.  p.  19. 
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which  prevail  from  Savannah  to  Augusta,  we  reached 
the  latter  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant  We 
intended  to  remain  there  one  day,  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  the  Executive  for  the  negotiation,  and  to 
take  measures  for  forwarding  our  stores,  which  were 
expected  at  Augusta,  by  water,  in  a  few  days.  But, 
upon  receiving  information  from  Messrs.  Pickens  and 
Osborne,  that  the  Indians  were  growing  very  impa- 
tient to  return  to  their  homes,  and  that  they  could  not 
possibly  be  detained  but  a  few  days  longer,  we  re- 
commenced our  journey  that  evening.  The  next  day, 
the  iron  axle-tree  of  our  carriage  broke,  at  a  great 
distance  from  any  house,  which  accident  occasioned 
the  loss  of  the  whole  day.  Being  determined  to  ar- 
rive at  the  Rock  Landing  the  following  evening,  ac- 
cording to  our  last  letter  to  Mr.  McGillivray,  Gene- 
ral Lincoln  and  myself  took  two  of  the  carriage- 
horses,  with  a  guide,  and  proceeded  twenty-five  miles 
that  night.  Yesterday  we  reached  this  place  at  dark, 
after  having  travelled  a  long  distance  before  we 
reached  the  Ogechee,  and  from  the  Ogechee  to  the 
Oconee  (between  thirty  and  forty  miles),  through  a 
dreary  wilderness,  in  which  there  was  not  a  single 
house.  Mr.  Griffin,  with  Mr.  Few  and  Colonel  Franks, 
were  to  come  on  as  soon  as  the  carriage  could  be 
mended,  for  which  arrangements  were  made  before 
we  left  them. 

We  announced  our  arrival,  and  readiness  to  proceed 
to  business,  to  McGillivray,  last  night.  He  is  about 
three  miles  on  the  other  side  of  the  Oconee,  with  all 
the  Indians,  and  we  have  not  yet  seen  him.  It  is 
but  justice  to  say,  that  from  every  thing  which  we 
have  yet  learned,  the  former  Commissioners  have  con- 
ducted themselves,  with  respect  to  the  present  nego- 
tiations, in  a  very  commendable  manner.     The  Execu- 
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tive  have  resolved  to  give  us  every  aid  and  facility  in 
the  business.  We  have  not  been  here  long  enough  to 
be  assured  of  the  prospects  of  success,  or  to  know  the 
difficulties  that  may  occur.  All  we  can  say  is,  that 
we  shall  act  with  all  the  zeal  and  perseverance  to 
promote  the  public  service,  which  may  be  in  our 
power.  It  is  a  favorable  circumstance;  that  the  pre- 
sent Commission  is  certainly  very  acceptable  to  the 
whole  State,  unless  a  few  land-jobbers  be  accepted. 
It  is  also  pretty  well  ascertained,  that  McGillivray  is 
desirous  of  peace ;  and  his  word  is  a  law  to  the 
Creeks.  With  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Washington, 
love  to  the  children,  and  compliments  to  the  gentle- 
men of  the  family,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  dear 
General, 

With  the  purest  attachment,  &c, 

David  Humphreys. 

P.  S.  The  number  of  Indians,  I  believe,  does  not 
amount  to  more  than  two  thousand,  notwithstanding 
the  exaggerated  accounts  we  had  received. 


FROM   DAVID   HUMPHREYS. 

Rock  Landing,  26  September,  1789. 

My  dear  General, 

Finding  an  opportunity  to  Augusta,  I  could  not 
excuse  myself  from  giving  you  the  progress  of  our 
negotiation  since  my  last 

On  Monday  last  (that  is  to  say,  the  day  after  the 
arrival  of  General  Lincoln  and  myself),  a  Deputation 
from  all  the  Creeks  of  the  Tuccasee,  the  Hallowing, 
and  the  Tallassee  Kings,  waited  upon  us,  to  congratu- 
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late  us  on  our  arrival;  to  express,  in  general  terms, 
their  desire  of  peace ;  to  smoke  the  pipe  of  friendship 
as  a  token  of  it;  and  to  brush  our  faces  with  the 
white  wing  of  reconciliation,  in  sign  of  their  sincere 
intention  to  wipe  away  all  past  grievances.  We  gave 
them  friendly  assurances  in  return.  They,  with  the 
fat  King,  the  Euchee  King,  and  two  or  three  other 
great  Chiefs,  dined  with  us,  and  seemed  well  satis- 
fied. In  the  afternoon,  we  crossed  to  the  Indian 
camp,  had  an  interview  with  McGillivray,  showed  him 
our  full  powers,  and  asked,  in  writing,  for  such  evi- 
dence of  theirs  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  ad- 
mit Much  general  talk,  expressive  of  a  real  desire 
to  establish  a  permanent  peace  upon  equitable  terms, 
took  place. 

The  next  day,  McGillivray  dined  with  us;  and,  al- 
though he  got  very  much  intoxicated,  he  seemed  to 
retain  his  recollection  and  reason  beyond  what  I  had 
ever  seen  in  a  person  when  in  the  same  condition.  At 
this  time  I  became  intimate,  to* a  certain  degree,  with 
him,  and  endeavoured  to  extract  his  real  sentiments 
and  feelings,  in  a  conversation  alone,  confidentially. 
He  declared  he  was  really  desirous  of  a  peace ;  that 
the  local  situation  of  the  Creeks  required  that  they 
should  be  connected  with  us  rather  than  any  other 
people ;  that,  however,  they  had  certain  advantages  in 
their  treaty  with  Spain,  in  respect  to  a  guaranty  and 
trade,  which  they  ought  not,  in  justice  to  themselves, 
to  give  up  without  an  equivalent.  Upon  his  desiring 
to  know  what  were  our  intentions,  especially  as  he 
knew  from  my  character,  and  from  my  having  been 
long  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  General  Washington, 
that  I  would  tell  him  what  he  might  depend  upon, 
I  assured  him,  upon  my  honor,  that  our  policy  with 
respect   to   his   nation  was  indeed  founded  upon  hon- 
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esty,  magnanimity,  and  mutual  advantages.  We  de- 
scended to  no  particulars,  farther  than  my  assuring 
him  of  our  good  opinion  of  his  abilities,  and  desire  to 
attach  him,  upon  principles  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  good  of  his  nation,  to  our  interest  I  concluded 
by  intimating  what,  in  that  case,  we  might  possibly 
consider  ourselves  at  liberty  to  do  for  him.  Mr.  Grif- 
fin arrived  that  night. 

Wednesday  was  occupied  in  arranging  the  proposed 
draught  of  a  treaty,  and  drawing  up  a  talk  to  be  de- 
livered the  next  day.  The  other  Commissioners  de- 
sired me  to  go  over  the  Oconee,  and  communicate 
these  draughts  in  confidence  to  McGillivray.  I  did, 
and  found  him  dissatisfied  with  the  proposed  bound- 
ary, and  some  other  things.  General  Lincoln  had, 
in  the  morning,  been  in  McGillivray's  camp,  and 
agreed  with  him  that  the  Chiefs  should  receive  our 
propositions  at  our  camp ;  but,  finding  a  jealousy  pre- 
vailed with  some  of  the  Indians,  lest  a  design  might 
be  formed  to  circumvent  them,  on  my  return  we 
wrote  that,  if  it  was  more  convenient,  we  would  make 
our  communications  in  their  camp.  This  proposal 
they  acquiesced  in  very  gratefully.  On  Thursday,  at 
eleven  o'clock,  we  were  received  with  more  etiquette 
than  ever  I  had  before  witnessed,  at  the  great  cere- 
mony of  Black  Drink.  We  made  our  communications 
in  the  square  of  the  nation,  and  returned. 

Yesterday  morning  McGillivray  wrote  to  us  that 
the  Chiefs  had  been  in  Council  until  late  the  night 
before;  that  they  objected  to  some  part  of  our  talks, 
and  principally  to  that  which  related  to  boundary ; 
that  it  was,  however,  his  decision  that  the  matter 
should  rest  as  it  was  for  the  present ;  and  that  a  kind 
of  truce  should  be  established  until  they  should  hear 
further   from   us   on   the   part   of  the  United  States. 
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In  the  mean  time,  he  signified  that  some  presents  to 
the  Chiefs  would  be  necessary.  In  answer,  we  wrote 
him,  after  recapitulating  the  substance  of  his  letter, 
that,  as  the  Chiefs  objected  to  some  of  the  articles 
proposed  by  us,  we  desired  to  receive  from  them  in 
writing  the  only  terms  upon  which  they  would  enter 
into  a  treaty  with  us ;  that  we  were  as  well  prepared 
to  treat  now  as  we  should  be  at  any  other  time;  we 
did  not  believe  that  it  was  by  any  means  probable 
that  the  United  States  would  ever  send  another  Com- 
mission to  them ;  and  that  we  were  not  authorized  to 
make  any  presents  whatever,  unless  we  should  con- 
clude a  treaty  of  peace  with  them. 

Finding,  from  verbal  information,  that  a  capital  mis- 
conception had  happened  to  the  Indian  Chiefs,  with 
regard  to  one  of  the  rivers  marked  in  the  boundary, 
the  other  Commissioner  wished  me  to  go  over  to  the 
Creek  camp,  explain  the  mistake  to  McGillivray,  and 
make  the  necessary  alteration  in  the  draught.  I  had 
a  very  long  private  conversation  with  him,  and  he 
appeared  for  himself  to  be  much  better  contented  than 
he  had  hitherto  been.  The  difficulties  in  regard  to 
boundaries  seemed  to  be  in  a  great  measure  over- 
come; and  an  apprehension  of  the  ill  consequences  of 
their  breaking  with  Spain,  together  with  an  earnest 
solicitude  to  have  a  free,  unincumbered  port,  were 
now  apparently  the  great  obstacles.  He  was  very 
much  agitated,  •  very  much  embarrassed,  and  hardly 
knew  what  to  determine  upon. 

After  I  left  him,  he  expressed  to  an  interpreter  a 
belief,  that  a  permanent  peace  might  take  place  be- 
fore we  parted.  How  that  may  be,  probably  this  day 
will  decide.  In  the  afternoon,  yesterday,  McGillivray 
sent  over  John  Galphin,  with  Galphin's  father-in-law, 
the   Hallowing    King,   to   acquaint   us    that    all    the 

vol,  iv.  24 
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towns,  except  the  Cowetas,  were  removed  about  two 
miles  back,  for  the  sake  of  pasture  for  their  horses. 
Should  they  go  off  without  any  further  discussions, 
it  will  be  a  clear  indication  that  they  prefer  a  con- 
nection with  Spain  rather  than  with  America;  and 
that  they  wish  for  war  rather  than  for  peace. 

I  have  not  leisure  to  give  you  a  description  of 
the  person  and  character  of  McGillivray.  His  counte- 
nance has  nothing  liberal  and  open  in  it;  it  has, 
however,  sufficient  marks  of  understanding.  In  short, 
he  appears  to  have  the  good  sense  of  an  American, 
the  shrewdness  of  a  Scotchman,  and  the  cunning  of 
an  Indian.  I  think  he  is  so  much  addicted  to  de- 
bauchery, that  he  will  not  live  four  years.  He  dresses 
altogether  in  the  Indian  fashion,  and  is  rather  slo- 
venly than  otherwise.  His  influence  is  probably  as 
great  as  we  have  understood  it  was ;  and  his  services 
may  certainly  be  very  important,  if  he  can  be  sin- 
cerely attached  to  our  interests.  I  hope  to  have 
hereafter  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  substance 
of  several  confidential  discourses,  which  have  occurred 
between  him  and  me. 

My  most   affectionate    regards   to  Mrs.  Washington 
and  the   family.     Conclude   me  with  every  sentiment 
of  devotion  and  consideration,  my  dear  General, 
Your  most  obliged  friend  and  humble  servant, 

David  Humphreys. 

P.  S.  The  Commissioners  have  acted  perfectly  har- 
moniously in  every  measure  which  they  have  hitherto 
taken.  The  characters  of  General  Lincoln  and  Mr. 
Griffin  have  the  greatest  weight  with  McGillivray 
and  the  Creeks. 
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FROM  DAVID  HUMPHREYS. 

Rock  Landing,  27  September,  1789. 

My  dear  General, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  yesterday, 
some  things  have  happened,  of  which  I  conceive  it 
expedient  to  give  information  by  this  conveyance. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  McGillivray  omitted 
to  comply  with  his  positive  promise,  to  write  to  us, 
or  come  over  the  river,  in  order  to  explain  the  ob- 
jections of  the  Chiefs  to  the  project  of  the  treaty 
which  we  had  proposed  to  them,  and  to  propose  alter- 
ations. Instead  of  removing,  as  he  had  intimated  by 
Galphin,  two  miles  back,  for  the  sake  of  pasture,  we 
were  informed,  in  the  forenoon  yesterday,  that  he  had 
set  out  on  his  return  to  the  nation,  without  even 
deigning  to  send  us  any  written  or  verbal  message.  It 
is  true,  he  permitted  an  Indian  trader  to  inform  us 
(of  his  own  motion)  of  this  fact,  and  that  he  (Mc- 
Gillivray) would  halt  for  that  day,  at  Commissioners' 
Creek,  fifteen  or  eighteen  miles  distant. 

McGillivray's  pretences  for  this  movement  homeward 
(if  rightly  reported)  are  of  the  most  frivolous  and 
unjustifiable  nature.  He  is  said  to  pretend  to  be  dis- 
satisfied, that,  in  a  private  conversation,  I  had  ques- 
tioned the  powers  of  himself  and  those  present,  to 
make  a  treaty  that  would  be  binding  upon  the  whole 
nation.  The  fact  is  far  otherwise.  When  he  spoke 
of  the  invalidity  of  some  of  the  treaties  between 
Georgia  and  the  Creeks,  because  the  latter  were  not 
fully  represented,  I  asked  him  how  it  was  to  be 
proved,  that  their  nation  was  fully  represented  at 
this  time.  I  lamented  that  the  uncivilized  state  of 
the  nation  would  not  perhaps  admit  of  the  same  evi- 
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dence  to  legalize  proceedings,  which  civilized  nations 
required,  and  inquired  whether  the  White  Lieutenant 
(a  very  great  Chief,  not  present)  would  agree  to  what- 
ever should  now  be  done.  It  is  farther  said,  by  the 
Indian  trader  above  mentioned,  that  McGillivray  pre- 
tended I  had  told  him  that,  upon  making  this  treaty 
with  us,  he  must  entirely  break  with  the  Spanish 
Government.  I  told  him,  on  the  contrary,  that,  as  far 
as  I  could  learn  from  him  the  nature  of  his  connec- 
tion with  Spain,  I  did  not  suppose  the  proposed  trea- 
ty to  be  incompatible  with  it ;  that  I  would  not  wish 
him  to  do  any  thing  which  should  in  the  least  injure 
his  good  faith;  but  that,  if  a  connection  with  us  and 
with  Spain  was  incompatible,  it  was  doubtless  in  his 
option  to  decide  which  of  the  two  powers  he  would 
be  connected  with.  . 

These  misrepresentations  are,  not  the  only  repre- 
hensible things  we  have  seen  in  his  conduct.  He 
made  a  false  pretext, "  that  the  Indians  were  so  much 
alarmed  for  their  personal  safety  that  they  dared  not 
trust  themselves  in  our  camp,  and  that  two  towns 
were  on  the  point  of  going  home,  on  the  same  ac- 
count," in  order  that  we  might  go  over  and  make 
our  talk  in  their  camp.  And,  indeed,  he  insists  that, 
though  we  were  formerly,  when  connected  with  Bri- 
tain, styled  their  father  and  older  brother,  yet  we 
are  at  present  truly  their  younger  brother.  The  false- 
hood of  the  pretext  that  the  Indians  were  so  much 
alarmed  for  their  safety  that  they  dared  not  trust 
themselves  in  our  camp,  was  clearly  evinced  yester- 
day. About  eleven  o'clock,  almost  or  quite  all  the 
principal  Chiefs  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  towns,  with 
a  great  number  of  individuals,  came  over  to  shake 
hands  with  us,  and  to  assure  us,  in  a  long  talk,  that 
they  were  not  at  all  offended  with  us ;  that  they  desir- 
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ed  peace  very  much ;  that,  though  they  could  not  con- 
clude a  peace  without  McGillivray,  their  beloved  man, 
who  was  sick,  yet  they  had  inculcated  upon  all 
their  people  to  abstain  from  all  hostility  and  plunder- 
ing, under  threats  of  the  severest  punishment  In 
short,  they  seemed  to  consider  a  peace  as  mutually 
wished  for,  and  in  fact  agreed  upon,  except  in  the 
forms. 

In  answer,  we  gave  them  assurances  that  the 
United  States  entertained  the  most  just  and  friendly 
dispositions  towards  them,  and  hoped  that  a  treaty 
might  still  be  concluded  before  we  separated  finally. 
We  wished  them  to  use  their  influence  with  McGil- 
livray, that  he  would  return  and  renew  the  negotia- 
tion. For  which  purpose  we  informed  them  we  were 
sending  one  more  pressing  message  to  McGillivray,  by 
General  Pickens  and  Mr.  Few,  who  went,  soon  after, 
to  see  him  accordingly.  Several  of  the  Kings  dined 
with  us,  and  remained  until  night,  with  the  greatest 
possible  apparent  good  humor,  and  indications  of  a 
sincere  desire  for  peace. 

The  White  Bird  King  spoke  first,  in  the  name  of 
the  whole.  The  Tallassee  King,  after  dinner,  made  a 
long,  and,  as  well  as  we  could  understand  from  an 
indifferent  interpretation,  a  pathetic  oration  to  all  the 
Kings,  head  men,  and  people,  urging  the  necessity  of 
being  in  strict  amity  with  the  whites,  as  they  prized 
their  existence  and  every  thing  dear  to  them.  All 
were  greatly  affected,  and  some  shed  tears.  The  only 
great  representative  from  the  Seminoles,  sent  back, 
after  he  left  us,  a  confirmation  of  the  same  good  dis- 
positions, by  the  interpreter.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
believe  that  no  room  for  doubt  was  left  in  the  mind 
of  any  one  present,  that,  if  a  peace  shall  not  be  con- 
cluded, the  fault  will  rest'  with  McGillivray  alone, 
24* 
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who  holds  up,  in  his  conversations,  as  it  best  suits 
his  convenience,  that  he  does  every  thing  himself  in 
national  affairs;  or,  that  he  can  do  nothing  without 
humoring  and  consulting  the  Indians.  It  is  a  melan- 
choly consideration,  to  reflect  that  a  whole  nation 
must  sometimes  perish  for  the  sins  of  one  man. 

I  shall  defer  closing  this  letter  until  the  return  of 
General  Pickens  and  Mr.  Few.  While  I  feel  a  con- 
sciousness that  our  transactions  will  stand  approved 
in  the  eye  of  reason  and  justice,  I  apprehend  that 
we  never  can  depend  upon  McGillivray  for  his  firm 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
And  yet  I  believe  he  regards  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  just  as  much  as  he  does  the  interests 
of  the  Creek  nation.  If  I  mistake  not  his  character, 
his  own  importance  and  pecuniary  emolument  are  the 
objects  which  will  altogether  influence  his  conduct 
It  was  held  out,  in  discourse,  yesterday,  by  John  Gal- 
phin,  a  creature  of  McGillivray,  that  a  pressing  invi- 
tation has  just  been  sent  from  the  Spaniards,  accom- 
panied by  a  vast  quantity  of  ammunition,  for  McGil- 
livray to  come  and  treat  with  them.  I  fancy  that 
he  now  wavers  between  Spain  and  America;  for  which 
reason  he  wishes,  in  all  likelihood,  to  postpone  the 
further  negotiation  with  the  latter  until  the  spring. 
It  is,  however,  questionable  whether  he  has  ever  had 
a  formal  treaty  with,  or  received  a  genuine  commis- 
sion from,  the  King  of  Spain.  Probably  his  hopes 
have  been  much  elevated  lately,  insomuch  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  believe  that  he  can  obtain  better  terms 
for  himself  from  the  King  than  from  us. 

General  Pickens  and  Mr.  Few  are  just  now  re- 
turned, and  report  that  they  found  McGillivray  not 
at  the  distance  he  was  said  to  be,  but  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Ocmulgee.     He  would  not  give  the  terms 
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on  which  the  Creeks  would  make  peace,  or  come 
back  to  renew  the  negotiations  on  the  subject.  He 
objected  only  to  three  articles; — being  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States;  not  having  a  port  per- 
fectly free  from  duties ;  and  the  proposed  boundary. 
But  his  objection  seemed  to  be  of  the  least  weight 
with  himself,  against  the  last.  They  fully  coincide 
with  me  in  opinion  that  he  is  determined  to  see 
whether  he  cannot  obtain  more  advantageous  terms 
from  Spain  than  from  the  United  States. 

The  fact  is  also  said  by  these  gentlemen  to  be  es- 
tablished, that  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion has  lately  arrived  in  the  Creek  nation,  with  a 
friendly  talk  from  the  Governor  of  Pensacola.  Mc- 
Gillivray  wrote  us  a  letter  in  very  general  terms,  in 
which  he  affected  to  consider  our  first  draught  of  a 
treaty  as  our  uttimatum.  This  was  both  contrary  to 
his  good  sense,  and  to  repeated  positive  assurances. 
We  shall  write  to  him  by  an  Indian  trader,  to-day, 
very  explicitly;  and,  after  taking  such  farther  mea- 
sures to  ascertain  facts  as  may  be  in  our  power,  we 
shall  commence  our  journey  through  North  Carolina 
to  New  York.  Thus  the  business  seems  to  be  ter- 
minated for  the  present ;  though  not  according  to  our 
wishes.  With  sentiments  of  the  purest  respect,  I 
have  the  honor  to  b£,  my  dear  General, 

Your  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant* 

David  Humphreys. 


FROM   CATHARINE  MACAULAY   GRAHAM. 

Bracknal,  Berks,  October,  1789 

Sir, 
It  is  now  about  a  year  and  a  half  since  I  had  the 
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honor  of  receiving  a  letter  from  you,  dated  November 
16th,  1787.  I  do  not  pretend  to  make  you  any 
apology  for  not  troubling  you  with  an  acknowledg- 
ment sooner,  though  I  rather  think  it  necessary  to 
make  one  for  troubling  you,  in  the  important  station 
you  now  fill,  with  my  congratulations  on  the  event 
which  placed  you  at  the  head  of  the  American  Go- 
vernment. But  it  is  not  you,  Sir,  that  I  consider  as 
benefited  by  the  unanimous  election  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. Your  philosophic  turn  of  mind  would  have  led 
you  to  the  completion  of  human  happiness  in  a  pri- 
vate station ;  but  the  Americans,  in  their  judicious 
choice,  have,  I  flatter  myself,  secured  to  themselves 
the  full  and  permanent  enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  for 
which  they  are  indebted  to  your  persevering  valor, 
in  the  first  instance.  Your  wisdom  and  virtue  will, 
undoubtedly,  enable  you  to  check  the  progress  of 
every  opinion  inimical  to  those  rights  which  you  have 
so  bravely  and  fortunately  asserted,  and  for  which 
many  of  your  countrymen  have  paid  so  dear;  and 
you  will  be  a  bright  example,  to  future  Presidents,  of 
an  integrity  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  the  first  sta- 
tions of  life. 

All  the  friends  of  freedom  on  this  side  the  Atlantic 
are  now  rejoicing  for  an  event  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility, has  been  accelerated  by  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. You  not  only  possess,  yourselves,  the  first  of 
human  blessings,  but  you  have  been  the  means  of 
raising  that  spirit  in  Europe,  which  I  sincerely  hope 
will,  in  a  short  time,  extinguish  every  remain  of  that 
barbarous  servitude  under  which  all  the  European  na- 
tions, in  a  less  or  a  greater  degree,  have  so  long  been 
subject.  The  French  have  justified  the  nobleness  of 
their  original  character,  and,  from  the  immersions  of 
luxury   and   frivolity,  have   set   an    example   that   is 
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unique  in  all  the  histories  of  human  society ;  a  popu- 
lous nation  effecting,  by  the  firmness  of  their  union, 
the  universality  of  their  sentiments,  and  the  energy 
of  their  actions,  the  entire  overthrow  of  a  despotism 
that  had  stood  the  test  of  ages.  We  are  full  of  won- 
der, in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  cannot  conceive 
how  such  things  should  be.  Your  friend  and  £Uve, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  has  acted  a  part  in  this 
revolution,  which  has  raised  him  above  his  former 
exploits,  because  his  conduct  has  been  directed  to  the 
good  of  his  distressed  countrymen,  and  shows  him 
far  above  those  base  and  narrow  selfishnesses  with 
which  particular  privileges  are  so  apt  to  taint  the 
human  mind. 

I  have  heard  that  a  Monsieur  Brissot  de  Warville 
has  lately  become  a  citizen  of  America.  He  is  a  warm 
friend  to  liberty,  and  a  man  of  the  first-rate  abilities. 
He  is  a  great  friend  of  mine;  and,  as  I  presume  he 
has  been  presented  to  your  Excellency,  I  will  take 
the  liberty,  which  your  known  goodness  inspires,  to 
beg  that  you  would  remember  me  to  him,  and  assure 
him  of  my  wishes  for   his  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Mr.  Graham  joins  me  in  best  respects  to  your- 
self and  Mrs.  Washington.  We  contemplate,  with  no 
small  pleasure,  the  advantage  America  will  reap  from 
that  check  to  all  the  luxuries  of  dress  which  her  ex- 
ample of  an  elegant  simplicity  in  this  article  will  un- 
doubtedly effect.  I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

Catharine  Macaulay  Graham. 
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FROM   SIR   EDWARD   NEWENHAM. 

10  October,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  would  not  omit  the  first  opportunity  of  express- 
ing the  additional  obligation  your  Excellency  has  con- 
ferred on  me,  by  introducing  me  to  that  respectable 
character,  Mrs.  Montgomery.  She  forwarded  your  let- 
ter by  the  post,  as  she  is  at  Lord  Ranelagh's,  twelve 
miles  from  this.  Early  the  next  morning,  lady  New- 
enham  and  I  paid  our  respects,  and  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  her.  Anxious  to  enjoy  her  company,  we 
pressed  her  to  return,  and  spend  a  few  days  here. 

She  returned  the  visit  on  the  following  day,  and 
has  promised,  on  her  return  from  visiting  her  late 
brave  soldier's  relations,  to  favor  us  with  her  com- 
pany. I  introduced  her  into  my  American  room, 
which  gave  her  much  satisfaction,  as  she  saw  your 
Excellency's,  and  the  pictures  of  all  the  respectable 
characters  in  America.  She  remarked  with  pleasure 
the  picture  of  one  Arnold  reversed,  and  his  treason 
wrote  under  it  She  viewed  the  bust  of  the  venera- 
ble and  great  Franklin  with  sensible  emotion.  We 
had  but  a  short  time  for  conversation,  as  Lord  Rane- 
lagh  was  in  a  hurry  to  attend  at  the  levee  of  the 
Lords  Justices.  Little  did  I  expect  to  see  the  widow 
of  that  man,  on  whose  death  I  publicly  expressed  my 
sentiments  of  the  American  war  and  his  character,  by 
appearing  in  Parliament  in  full  mourning,  and  attend- 
ing levees  in  the  same  dress.  At  that  period,  others 
were  afraid  to  express  their  feelings;  but  from  that 
moment,  the  papers  announcing  what  I  did,  public 
conversation  became  more  free,  and  the  merits  of  the 
attack  and  defence   of  liberty  were  properly  canvass- 
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ed.  It  was  soon  afterwards  that  I  was  Chairman  of 
the  first  meeting  that  reprobated  and  stopped  the 
plan  of  sending  all  the  military  of  this  Kingdom  to 
America,  and  hiring  Hessians  and  Hanoverians  from 
the  carcass  butchers  of  Germany. 

I  acquainted  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  Lord  Charle- 
mont,  &c.  &c,  of  Mrs.  Montgomery's  arrival.  They 
immediately  wrote  me  word  "that  they  would  wait 
on  her,  and  particularly  so,  on  account  of  the  great 
character  that  recommends  her."  These  are  the  words 
of  all  the  answers  I  have  got.  General  Massy,  with 
whom  General  Montgomery  was  well  acquainted  at 
the  first  siege  of  Quebec,  has  paid  his  respects  to 
her,  the  very  day  I  wrote  to  him.  Lady  Newenham 
will  continue  her  attention.  I  sent  the  Duke  of 
Leinster's  and  Lord  Charlemont's  letters  to  her. 

Every  day  brings  accounts  of  the  spirit  of  liberty 
spreading  through  Europe.  Though  nothing  of  that 
kind  has  as  yet  occurred  in  Sweden,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that,  if  the  King  is  not  very  circumspect, 
the  people  will  renovate  the  Constitution,  and  again 
recall  their  right  of  elections  and  privileges.  There 
is  much  discontent  in  that  country,  and  Russia  is 
growing  too  ponderous  and  extensive  for  the  sove- 
reign of  Petersburg  to  command  so  distant  an  empire. 

A  number  of  the  first  men  of  character,  rank,  and 
fortune,  in  this  country,  have  associated  under  the 
name  of  the  Whig  Club ;  and  each  member  is  pledged 
under  his  hand,  to  support  certain  papular  measures. 
It  will,  I  hope,  increase  to  a  proper  degree  of 
strength  and  consequence.  Something  of  that  kind  is 
now  wanting ;  for  the  present  administration  is  taking 
longer  strides  to  despotism,  than  ever  any  former 
administration  attempted.  Even  North  and  Bute 
never  ventured  to  insult  this  country,  as  our  present 
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Viceroy  has  presumed  to  do.  He  did  not  think  him- 
self very  safe  here ;  therefore  he  left  us,  and  I  be- 
lieve will  not  return  again.  Reports  say  that  Wey- 
mouth (the  foe  of  American  freedom)  is  to  succeed 
him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  your  Excellency  a  few 
papers,  hoping  they  may  not  be  delayed,  as  they 
contain  the  truest  accounts  from  France,  though  it 
may  happen  that  you  have  received  them  before  the 
arrival  of  this  letter.  There  is  a  spirit  arisen  in  the 
city  of  Dublin  against  the  unconstitutional  and  ex- 
pensive police  (which  is  an  absolute  burden  of  twen- 
ty-one thousand  pounds  a  year,  instead  of  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  pounds,  exclusive  of  the  Ministerial 
patronage),  as  it  adds  two  hundred  and  forty  votes 
to  their  interest  in  the  city,  and  near  one  hundred 
in  this  county.  Their  greatest  efforts  will  be  exerted 
at  the  ensuing  election  to  carry  one  member  for  the 
city,  and  two  for  this  county;  in  the  latter  case, 
they  have  got  (as  they  have  done  these  twenty-one 
years)  the  other  two  candidates  to  join  against  me. 
However,  I  hope  to  succeed;  though  I  never  spent 
in  money,  meat,  drink,  or  promises,  the  value  of  one 
shilling,  on  the  contests  for  twenty-one  years,  except 
the  poll-clerks,  one  lawyer,  and  advertisements.  I 
never  have  an  election  dinner.  I  laid  down  this  rule 
on  my  first  entrance  into  public  life,  and  have  never 
altered  my  plan.  Nor  do  I  ever  solicit  any  voter  a 
second  time. 

This  season  has  been  the  wettest,  most  stormy, 
and  irregular,  which  has  happened  here  these  fifteen 
years.  Between  the  blasts,  rains,  and  lightning,  all 
our  fruit  was  destroyed,  our  corn  damaged;  but  we 
have  still  enough  for  our  own  consumption ;  hay  in 
greater  plenty  than  has  been  known  for  seven  years. 
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s 

That  will  prevent  the  great  rise  (with  abundance  of 
potatoes)  of  other  articles.  With  the  warmest  senti- 
ments of  respect  for  your  Excellency,  and  an  unal- 
terable attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America,  I  re- 
main, dear  Sir,  your  most  faithful  and 
Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Edward  Newenham. 

P.  S.    Lady  Newenham  joins   me    in  best  regards 
to  Mrs.  Washington. 


FROM  GOVERNOR  HANCOCK. 

Boston,  21  October,  1789. 

Sir, 

Having  received  information  that  you  intended  to 
honor  this  State  with  a  visit,  and  wishing  personally 
to  show  you  every  mart  of  attention  which  the  most 
sincere  friendship  can  induce,  I  beg  the  favor  of  your 
making  my  house  the  place  of  your  residence  while 
you  shall  remain  in  Boston.  I  could  wish  that  the 
accommodations  were  better  suited  to  a  gentleman  of 
your  respectability;  but  you  may  be  assured  that 
nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  render  them 
as  agreeable  as  possible. 

As  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  receive  your  visit  with  such  tokens  of 
respect  as  may  answer  the  expectations  of  my  con- 
stituents, and  may  in  some  measure  express  the  high 
sentiments  of  respect  they  feel  towards  you.  I  have 
therefore  issued  orders  for  proper  escorts  to  attend 
you ;  and  Colonel  Hall,  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  will 
wait  upon  you  at  Worcester,  and  will  inform  you  of 
the  disposition  I   have  made  of  the   troops   at  Cam- 

vol.  iv.  25 
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bridge,  under  the  command  of  General  Brooks,  and 
request  that  you  would  be  so  obliging  as  to  pass 
that  way  to  the  town,  where  you  will  receive  such 
other  tokens  of  respect  from  the  people,  as  will  serve 
further  to  evince  how  gratefully  they  recollect  your 
exertions  for  their  liberties,  and  their  confidence  in 
you  as  President  of  the  United  States  of  America* 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Council  will  receive  you  at 
Cambridge,  and  attend  you  to  town.  I  should  be 
obliged  to  you,  on  the  return  of  this  express,  to  let 
me  know  when  you  propose  to  be  in  Boston,  and  as 
near  as  you  can  the  time  of  the  day.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  re- 
spect, Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock. 


FROM  GOVERNOR  HANCOCK. 

Boston,  28  October,  1789. 

Sir, 

Your  letter,  by  the  return  express,  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive,  at  three  o'clock,  this  morning.  It  would 
have  given  me  pleasure,  had  a  residence  at  my  house 
met  with  your  approbation. 

I  observe  you  had  proposed  taking  an  early  dinner 
at  Watertown,  and  proceeding  to  Cambridge,  and  from 
thence  to  Boston,  on  Saturday  afternoon.  I  beg  leave, 
if  it  should  not  interfere  with  your  determination,  or 
prove  inconvenient,  to  request  that  you  would  so  far 
vary  your  former  intention,  as  to  arrive  in  Boston  by 
one  o'clock.  In  case  this  request  should  meet  your 
approbation,  I  beg  the  favor  that  you,  with  the  gen- 
tlemen   of  your   suite,   would   honor   me    with    your 
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company  at   dinner  on   Saturday  en  famitte,  at  any 
hour  that  the  circumstances  of  the  day  will  admit 

I  shall  esteem  it  an  honor,  if  you  will  favor  me 
with   a  few  lines,  by  the   return   express,  with  your 
determination   on  the   subject     I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect,  Sir, 
Tour  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock. 


FROM   JAMES  MADISON. 

Orange,  20  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  was  my  purpose  to  have  dropped  you  a  few 
lines  from  Philadelphia,  but  I  was  too  much  indis- 
posed during  my  detention  there  to  avail  myself  of 
that  pleasure.  Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have  till  now 
been  without  a  fit  conveyance  to  the  post-office. 

You  will  recollect  the  contents  of  a  letter  shown 
you  from  Mr.  Innes  to  Mr.  Brown.  Whilst  I  was  in 
Philadelphia,  I  was  '  informed  by  the  latter,  who  was 
detained  there  as  well  as  myself  by  indisposition,  that 
he  had  received  later  accounts,  though  not  from  the 
same  correspondent,  that  the  Spaniards  have  finally 
put  an  entire  stop  to  the  trade  of  our  citizens  down 
the  river.  The  encouragements  to  such  as  settle 
under  their  own  Government  are  continued. 

A  day  or  two  after  I  got  to  Philadelphia,  I  fell  in 
with  Mr.  Morris.  He  broke  the  subject  of  the  resi- 
dence of  Congress,  and  made  observations  which  be- 
trayed his  dislike  of  the  upshot  of  the  business  at 
New  York,  and  his  desire  to  keep  alive  the  south- 
ern project  of  an  arrangement  with  Pennsylvania.  I 
reminded  him  of  the  conduct   of  his   State,  and  inti- 
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mated  that  the  question  would  probaMy  sleep  for 
some  time  in  consequence  ok  it  His  answer  implied 
that  Congress  must  not  continue  at  New  York;  and 
that,  if  he  should  be  freed  from  his  engagements 
with  the  Eastern  States,  by  their  refusal  to  take  up 
the  bill,  and  pass  it  as  it  went  to  the  Senate,  he 
should  renounce  all  confidence  in  that  quarter,  and 
speak  seriously  to  the  Southern  States,  I  told  him 
they  must  be  spoken  to  very  seriously,  after  what 
had  passed,  if  Pennsylvania  expected  them  to  listen 
to  her;  that,  indeed,  there  was  probably  an  end  to 
further  intercourse  on  the  subject  He  signified  that, 
if  he  should  speak,  it  would  be  in  earnest,  and  he 
believed  no  one  would  pretend  that  his  conduct  would 
justify  the  least  distrust  of  his  going  through  with 
his  undertakings;  adding,  however,  that  he  was  de- 
termined, and  accordingly  gave  me,  as  he  had  given 
others,  notice  that  he  should  call  up  the  postponed 
bill  as  soon  as  Congress  should  be  reassembled. 

I  observed  to  him  that,  if  it  was  desirable  to  have 
the  matter  revived,  we  could  not  wish  to  have  it  in 
a  form  more  likely  to  defeat  itself.  It  was  unparliar 
mentary  and  highly  inconvenient,  and  would  there- 
fore be  opposed  by  all  candid  friends  to  his  object, 
as  an  improper  precedent,  as  well  as  by  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  object  itself;  and,  if  he  should 
succeed  in  the  Senate,  the  irregularity  of  the  pro- 
ceeding would  justify  the  other  House  in  withholding 
the  signature  of  its  speaker;  so  that  the  bill  would 
never  go  up  to  the  President  He  acknowledged 
that  the  bill  could  not  be  got  through,  unless  it  had 
a  majority  in  both  Houses,  on  its  merits.  Why  then, 
I  asked,  not  take  it  up  anew  ?  He  said  he  meant  to 
bring  the  gentlemen  who  had  postponed  the  bill  to 
the   point;    acknowledged   that   he   distrusted    them, 
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but  held  his  engagements  binding  on  him,  until  this 
final  experiment  should  be  made  on  the  respect  they 
meant  to  pay  to  theirs. 

I  do  not  think  it  difficult  to  augur,  from  this  con- 
versation, the  views  which  will  govern  Pennsylvania 
at  the  next  session.  Conversations  held  by  Grayson, 
both  with  Morris  and  others  in  Philadelphia,  and  left 
by  him  in  a  letter  to  me,  coincide  with  what  I  have 
stated.  An  attempt  will  first  be  made  to  alarm  New 
York  and  the  Eastern  States  into  the  plan  postponed, 
by  holding  out  the  Potomac  and  Philadelphia  as  the 
alternative ;  and,  if  the  attempt  should  not  succeed, 
the  alternative  will  then  be  held  out  to  the  southern 
members.  On  the  other  hand,  New  York  and  the 
Eastern  States  will  enforce  their  policy  of  delay,  by 
threatening  the  Southern  States,  as  heretofore,  with 
Germantown,  or  Trenton,  or  at  least  Susquehanna, 
and  will,  no  doubt,  carry  the  threat  into  execution  if 
they  can,  rather  than  suffer  an  arrangement  to  take 
place  between  Pennsylvania  and  the  Southern  States. 

I  hear  nothing  certain  from  the  Assembly.  It  is 
said  that  an  attempt  of  Mr.  H.  to  revive  the  project 
of  commutables,  has  been  defeated;  that  the  amend- 
ments have  been  taken  up,  and  are  likely  to  be  put 
off  to  the  next  session,  the  present  House  having 
been  elected  prior  to  the  promulgation  of  them.  This 
reason  would  have  more  force  if  the  amendments  did 
not  so  much  correspond,  as  far  as  they  go,  with  the 
propositions  of  the  State  Convention,  which  were  be- 
fore the  public  long  before  the  last  election.  At  any 
rate,  the  Assembly  might  pass  a  vote  of  approbation 
along  with  the  postponement,  and  assign  the  reason 
of  referring  the  ratification  to  their  successors.  It  is 
probable  that  the  scruple  has  arisen  with  the  disaf- 
fected party.  If  it  be  construed  by  the  public  into 
25* 
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a  latent  hope  of  some  contingent  opportunity  for  pro- 
secuting the  war  against  the  General  Government,  I 
am  of  opinion  the  experiment  will  recoil  on  the 
authors  of  it  As  far  as  I  can  gather,  the  great 
bulk  of  the  late  opponents  are  entirely  at  rest,  and 
more  likely  to  censure  a  further  opposition  to  the 
Government,  as  now  administered,  than  the  Govern- 
ment itself  One  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  Bap- 
tists lately  sent  me  word  that  the  amendments  had 
entirely  satisfied  the  disaffected  of  his  sect,  and  that 
it  would  appear  in  their  subsequent  conduct 

I  ought  not  to  conclude  without  some  apology  for 
so  slovenly  a  letter.  I  put  off  writing  it  till  an 
opportunity  should  present  itself,  not  knowing  but 
something  from  time  to  time  might  turn  up  that 
would  make  it  less  unworthy  of  your  perusal  j  and 
it  has  so  happened  that  the  opportunity  barely  gives 
me  time  for  this  hasty  scrawl.  With  the  most  per- 
fect esteem  and  affectionate  attachment,  I  remain, 
dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM  JAMES  MADISON. 

Orange,  5  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 
Since  my  last  I  have  been  furnished  with  the  in- 
closed copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Senators  of  this 
State  to  its  Legislature.  It  is  well  calculated  to  keep 
alive  the  disaffection  to  the  Government;  and  is,  ac- 
cordingly, applied  to  that  use  by  the  violent  parti- 
sans. I  understand  the  letter  was  written  by  the 
first  subscriber  of  it,  as,  indeed,  is  pretty  evident 
from  the  style  and  strain  of  it    The  other,  it  is  said, 
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subscribed  it  with  reluctance.  I  am  less  surprised 
that  this  should  have  been  the  case,  than  that  he 
should  have  subscribed  at  all. 

My  last  information  from  Richmond  is  contained 
in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  28th  of 
November,  from  an  intelligent  member  of  the  House 
of  Delegates.  "The  revenue  bill,  which  proposes  a 
reduction  of  the  public  taxes  one  fourth  below  the 
last  year's  amount,  is  with  the  Senate.  Whilst  this 
business  was  before  the  House  of  Delegates,  a  propo- 
sition was  made  to  receive  tobacco  and  hemp  as  com- 
mutables,  which  was  negatived;  the  House  determin- 
ing still  to  confine  the  collection  to  specie  and  spe- 
cie warrants.  Two  or  three  petitions  have  been  pre- 
sented, which  asked  a  general  suspension  of  execu- 
tions for  twelve  months;  they  were  read,  but  denied 
a  reference.  The  Assembly  have  passed  an  act  for 
altering  the  time  of  choosing  Representatives  to  Con- 
gress, which  is  now  fixed  to  be  on  the  third  Monday 
in  September,  suspending  the  powers  of  the  Repre- 
sentative until  the  February  after  his  election.  This 
change  was  made,  to  suit  the  time  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  Congress.  The  fate  of  the  amendments, 
proposed  by  Congress  to  the  General  Government,  is 
still  in  suspense.  In  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  the  first  ten  were  acceded  to  with  little  op- 
position ;  for,  on  a  question  taken  on  each  separately, 
there  was  scarcely  a  dissenting  voice.  On  the  two 
last,  a  debate  of  some  length  took  place,  which  ended 
in  rejection.  Mr.  E.  Randolph,  who  advocated  all  the 
others,  stood,*  in  this  contest,  in  the  front  of  opposi- 
tion. His  principal  objection  was  pointed  against  the 
word  "retained"  in  the  eleventh  proposed  amendment; 
and  his  argument,  if  I  understood  it,  was  applied  in 
this   manner;  —  that,   as   the  rights    declared   in   the 
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first  ten  of  the  proposed  amendments  were  not  all 
that  a  free  people  would  require  the  exercise  of,  and 
that,  as  there  was  no  criterion  by  which  it  could  be 
determined  whether  any  other  particular  right  was 
retained  or  not,  it  would  be  more  safe  and  more  con- 
sistent with  the  spirit  of  the  first  and  seventeenth 
amendments,  proposed  by  Virginia,  that  this  reserva- 
tion against  constructive  power  should  operate  rather 
as  a  provision  against  extending  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress  by  their  own  authority,  than  a  protection  to 
rights  reducible  to  no  definitive  certainty. 

"But  others,  among  whom  I  am  one,  see  not  the  force 
of  the  distinction ;  for,  by  preventing  an  extension  of 
power  in  that  body  from  which  danger  is  apprehended, 
safety  will  be  insured,  if  its  powers  be  not  too  exten- 
sive already ;  and  so,  by  protecting  the  rights  of  the 
people  and  of  the  States,  an  improper  extension  of 
power  will  be  prevented,  and  safety  made  equally  cer- 
tain. If  the  House  should  agree  to  the  resolution  for 
rejecting  the  two  last,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will 
bring  the  whole  into  hazard  again,  as  some,  who  have 
been  decided  friends  to  the  ten  first,  think  it  would 
be  unwise  to  adopt  them  without  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  amend- 
ments submitted  by  Congress,  it  is  probable  that  an 
application  for  further  amendments  will  be  made  by 
this  Assembly;  for  the  opposition  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution is,  in  my  opinion,  reduced  to  a  single  point, 
the  power  of  direct  taxation.  Those  who  wish  the 
change  are  desirous  of  repeating  the  application; 
whilst  those  who  wish  it  not,  are  indifferent  on  the 
subject,  supposing  that  Congress  will  not  propose  a 
change  which  would  take  from  them  a  power  so  ne- 
cessary for  the  accomplishment  of  those  objects  which 
are  confided  to  their  care. 


OFFICIAL    AND    PRIVATE.  297 

"Messrs.  Joseph  Jones  and  Spencer  Roane  are 
appointed  Judges  of  the  General  Court,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Cary,  and 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Mercer  to  the  Court  of  Appeals" 
The  difficulty  started  against  the  amendments  is 
really  unlucky;  and  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
springs  from  a  friend  to  the  Constitution.  It  is  a 
still  greater  cause  of  regret,  if  the  distinction  be,  as 
it  appears  to  me,  altogether  fancifuL  If  a  line  can 
be  drawn  between  the  powers  granted  and  the  rights 
retained,  it  would  seem  to  be  the  same  thing,  whether 
the  latter  be  secured  by  declaring  that  they  shall 
not  be  abridged,  or  that  the  former  shall  not  be 
extended.  If  no  line  can  be  drawn,  a  declaration,  in 
either  form,  would  amount  to  nothing.  If  the  distinc- 
tion were  just,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  of  sufficient 
importance  to  justify  the  risk  of  losing  the  amend- 
ments, of  furnishing  a  handle  to  the  disaffected,  and 
of  arming  North  Carolina  with  a  pretext,  if  she  be 
disposed,  to  prolong  her  exile  from  the  Union.  With 
every  sentiment  of  respect  and  attachment,  I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

James  Madison,  Jr. 


FROM  EDMUND   RANDOLPH. 

Richmond,  6  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  last,   the 

amendments  had,  I  believe,  been  under   consideration 

in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ten  were  adopted, 

nnd  the  two   last  rejected.     Upon  the  report  being 
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made  to  the  House,  and  without  a  debate  of  any  con- 
sequence, the  whole  twelve  were  ratified.  They  are 
now  with  the  Senate,  who  were  yesterday  employed 
about  them.  That  body  will  attempt  to  postpone 
them ;  for  a  majority  is  unfriendly  to  the  Government 
But  an  effort  will  be  made  against  this  destructive 
measure. 

In  the  House  of  Delegates,  it  was  yesterday  moved 
to  declare  the  remainder  of  the  amendments,  proposed 
by  our  Convention,  essential  to  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people.    An  amendment  was  offered,  say- 
ing that,  in  pursuance  of  the  will  of  the   people,  as 
expressed   by   our  Convention,  the  General  Assembly 
ought  to  urge  Congress  to  a  reconsideration  of  them. 
The  amendment  was  carried  by  the  Speaker  giving  a 
casting  vote.     This  shows  the  strength  of  the  parties ; 
and  that,  in  the  House   of  Delegates,  the  antifederal 
force  has  diminished  much   since   the   last   year.     A 
representation  is   to   be    prepared,   and   the    inclosed 
speaks   the   temper  which  we  wish  to  exhibit   in   it. 
Whether  we   shall  succeed   in   our   attempt  to  carry 
such  a  remonstrance  through,  is  with  me  very  doubt- 
ful.   It  will  be  pushed,  because  it  seems  to  discoun- 
tenance   any    future    importunities    for    amendments, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  now  a  very  important  point. 
I  should  have  been  sanguine   in  my  belief  of  carry- 
ing the   representation   through,  in  its   present  form, 
if  the  friends  would  have  joined   the  enemies  of  the 
Constitution,   in    suspending    the    ratification    of   the 
eleventh   amendment,  which   is   exceptionable  to   me, 
in   giving  a  handle   to   say,  that  Congress  have  en- 
deavoured  to  administer  an  opiate,  by  an  alteration, 
which  is  merely  plausible. 

The   twelfth   amendment  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
have  any  real  effect,  unless  it  be  to  excite  a  dispute 
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between  the  United  States  and  every  particular  State, 
as  to  what  is  delegated.  It  accords  pretty  nearly 
with  what  our  Convention  proposed;  but,  being  once 
adopted,  it  may  produce  new  matter  for  the  cavils 
of  the  designing.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 

Obliged  and  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

Edmund  Randolph. 

P.  S.    I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  replying  to 
your  official  letter,  as  soon  as  the  Assembly  rises. 


FROM   GOVERNOR   MNCKNEY. 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  14  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  avocations  have  been  so  numerous  and  im- 
portant since  your  entrance  into  office,  that  I  have 
not  troubled  you  with  but  one  letter,  which  was  to 
recommend  Mr.  Hall,  and  to  very  sincerely  congratu- 
late you  upon  your  appointment  to  the  Supreme  Ma- 
gistracy. I  am  well  convinced  that  to  increase  the 
number  of  your  correspondents  unnecessarily,  is  to 
do  you  a  serious  injury.  For,  I  should  suppose,  with 
official  communications,  with  proper  and  improper  ap- 
plications for  favors,  and  the  oppressive  correspondence 
of  numbers  who,  with  very  little  information  or  plea- 
sure to  you,  write  merely  for  the  purpose  of  boasting 
the  honor  of  your  correspondence,  —  with  such  I  have 
always  considered  you  so  overwhelmed .  that  I  have 
hitherto  forborne  to  write  to  you,  although  motives 
of  respect,  as  well  as  information,  ought  frequently  to 
have  induced  me. 

Upon  the  present  occasion,  I  feel  myself  in   some 
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measure  obliged,  from  the  situation  which  I  hold,  to 
state  to  you  my  sentiments  on  the  critical  situation 
of  our  neighbouring  State,  and  eventually  the  fron- 
tiers of  this.  To  predict,  with  some  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, what  may  be  the  consequence  of  things  re- 
maining in  the  state  they  are,  and  no  treaty  formed 
with  the  Creeks  and  southern  Indians,  permit  me  to 
trespass  for  a  moment  upon  your  time,  by  observing, 
that  (however  I  confess  it  is  conjectural)  there  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  good  grounds  for  supposing  that 
the  situation  of  our  foreign  concerns  is  totally  changed 
with  respect  to  Spain.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  I  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  that  Court  to 
have  entered  into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  us,  to  have  been  our  friends,  and  to  have  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  have  promoted  the  in- 
tercourse. But  they  mistook  the  means;  for,  instead 
of  forming  a  treaty  upon  those  terms  which  would 
have  insured  a  reciprocity  of  benefits,  they  thought 
the  best  way  to  remove  every  future  ground  of  dif- 
ference, to  prevent  our  becoming  dangerous  neigh- 
bours, and  to  keep  us  at  a  distance,  was  to  propose 
the  surrender  of  a  right  as  degrading  to  the  honor, 
as  it  would  have  been  ultimately  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests, of  the  Union. 

I  happened  to  be  in  Congress  at  the  time  the  pro- 
posal was  brought  forward  through  the  then  Secretary, 
Mr.  Jay.  Having  more  leisure,  or  having  more  ma- 
turely considered  the  offer,  I  was  requested,  by  the 
opponents,  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  reasons  which 
Mr.  Jay  offered  in  support  of  Mr.  Gardoqui's  proposal 
This  I  did,  and  being  afterwards  desired,  by  many  of 
the  southern  members,  to  furnish  them  with  copies,  I 
had  a  few  printed,  which  were  confidentially  delivered 
to  some  of  my  friends,  for  their  information  upon  a 
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subject  which  at  that  time  very  much  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  public.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
you  one  of  the  few  copies  I  have  left.  I  do  so  in 
order  that  I  may  not  only  more  clearly  illustrate  the 
observations  I  am  about  to  make,  but  also  that,  in 
case  another  attempt  should  be  made  to  conclude  this 
treaty,  you  may  be  informed  of  the  reasons  which  at 
that  time  induced  an  opposition.  As  the  business  of 
treaties  must  ever  be  of  a  secret  nature,  you  will 
no  doubt  consider  the  communication  as  it  is  intended, 
entirely  confidential. 

The  Court  of  Spain,  being  defeated  in  this  measure, 
have  appeared  to  me  to  entirely  change  their  ground. 
The  original,  and  I  believe  the  only  reason,  of  Spain's 
anxiety  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  us,  was  to  secure 
her  American  Continental  possessions  from  being  at 
any  time  the  object  of  invasion  or  insult  from  the 
southern,  or  more  probably  the  western,  inhabitants 
of  the  Union.  They  have  ever  dreaded  the  settlement 
of  the  western  territory,  and  looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  it  would  become  necessary  for  its  inhabit- 
ants to  use  the  Mississippi,  as  a  period  very  likely 
to  produce  those  uneasinesses,  which  would  perhaps 
end  in  the  invasion  of  their  dominions. 

Had  they  at  first  proposed  a  solid  and  reciprocally 
beneficial  treaty,  it  would  have  prevented,  or  at  least 
postponed  for  a  number  of  years,  any  danger  of  this 
sort.  But  having,  as  I  have  already  observed,  wrong- 
ly conceived  the  means  of  effecting  it,  and  being  foil- 
ed in  their  first  attempt,  they  have  now  changed 
their  ground.  They  are  endeavouring,  by  every  exer- 
tion in  their  power,  to  attach,  not  only  the  southern 
Indians,  but  as  many  as  they  possibly  can  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  western  territory,  closely  to  their 
interest.     They  have  completely  succeeded  with  some 

vol.  iv.  26 
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of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  southern  Indians. 
Hence  the  difficulty  of  treating  with  them;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  find,  from  accounts  which  appear  to  me 
to  be  tolerably  authentic,  that  they  have  diverted  a 
considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the 
States,  and  tempted  them  to  become  settlers  within 
their  borders. 

Thus  situated,  it  seems  to  me  as  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  they  are  the  spring  of  all  the  present  disturb- 
ances with  the  Creeks,  and  that  they  are  cherishing 
a  spirit  of  discontent  and  disaffection  in  them  and 
the  western  inhabitants  to  the  Government  of  the 
Union.  By  means  of  their  intrigues,  Georgia  has 
been,  for  some  years,  in  a  lamentable  state  of  depre- 
dation and  distress.  Although  they  have  hitherto  for- 
borne to  commit  hostilities  on  the  citizens  of  this 
State,  yet  the  inhabitants  are  in  an  uneasy  and  dis- 
agreeable situation.  They  all  look  up  to  the  Union 
for  the  establishment  of  that  solid  and  permanent 
treaty,  which  can  alone  secure  to  them  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  their  possessions. 

Not  having  been  officially  informed  of  the  reasons 
of  the  late  Commission's  miscarrying,  I  am  unable  to 
form  any  judgment  of  the  motives  which  occasioned 
it.  As  I  am  confident  a  general  Indian  war  would 
not  only  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to 
Georgia  and  our  frontiers,  but  with  a  very  considera- 
ble expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  to  the  Union, 
I  have  made  it  a  point  to  acquire,  from  the  most  re- 
spectable authority  on  their  borders  and  elsewhere, 
such  information  as  is  the  most  to  be  depended  upon. 
Not  to  detain  you  with  a  circumstantial  account  of 
the  means  used  to  obtain  it,  or  a  detail  of  their  re- 
lations, the  result  is,  that  however  anxious  the  Spa- 
nish Court  are  to  foment  and  continue    the    existing 
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animosities,  yet  there  is  a  disposition  in  the  Indians, 
upon  just  and  proper  principles,  to  again  become  the 
friends,  and  probably  the  allies,  of  the  Union.  In  this 
temper  they  now  are;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  de- 
taching Mr.  McGillivray  from  his  Spanish  connections, 
and  confirming  him  the  friend,  and  perhaps  the  use- 
ful agent,  of  the  United  States,  is  not  a  difficult  or 
improbable  measure. 

To  you,  Sir,  I  have  been  repeatedly  requested  to 
suggest  these  opinions.  From  the  weight  and  influ- 
ence of  your  character  and  situation,  much  is  very 
properly  expected.  As  the  organ,  therefore,  of  a 
growing  and  important  territory,  whose  future  popu- 
lation and  consequence  depend  upon  the  friendship 
and  intercourse  of  their  Indian  neighbours,  I  entreat 
the  early  and  earnest  attention  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, to  whom,  with  great  propriety,  the  sole 
management  of  Indian  affairs  is  now  committed.  I  am 
the  more  anxious  on  this  point,  because,  on  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities  in  June  last,  the  Executive  of 
Georgia,  in  virtue  of  the  Union,  made  a  formal  requi- 
sition on  me  for  the  aid  of  this  State.  Fortunately, 
a  truce  was  concluded  before  it  was  necessary  to  in- 
terfere. 

When  I  consider  the  number  and  force  of  the  hos- 
tile Indian  tribes ;  how  formidably  their  number  might 
be  increased,  should  the  same  intrigues  induce  the 
Choctaws  to  join  them;  how  much  the  power  of  the 
Indian  nations  must  be  increased  by  the  arrangement 
of  their  affairs  being  in  the  hands  of  such  a  man  as 
Mr.  McGillivray;  and  how  amply  they  are  assisted 
by  the  Spanish  Court,  not  only  in  stores  and  money, 
but  even  in  the  aid  of  disciplinarians,  to  introduce  as 
much  order  as  Indians  are  capable  of  receiving;  — 
when  I  add  to  these  the  little  that  is  to  be  obtained 
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by  a  war,  and  the  distresses  and  expenses  it  must  oc- 
casion, you  will  pardon,  I  am  sure,  the  anxiety  I  am 
under  to  have  a  permanent  and  solid  peace.  No 
State  arrangement,  no  truce,  no  partial  compromise, 
will  be  sufficient.  They  must  be  taught  to  revere 
the  justice  of  the  Union,  and  look  up  to  it  as  the 
sole  means  of  giving  to  them  a  lasting  treaty,  and 
the  secure  possession  of  their  real  rights. 

So  much  for  business  of  a  public  nature.  Permit 
me  now  to  thank  you  for  the  many  marks  of  regard 
I  received  while  with  you  in  1787 ;  particularly  in 
furnishing  me  with  introductory  letters  to  your  friends 
in  Europe,  had  I  pursued  the  route  I  at  that  time 
intended.  Although  I  have  hitherto  been  prevented, 
by  marrying,  and  being  requested  by  my  friends  to 
accept  the  Government,  I  have  by  no  means  given  it 
up  altogether. 

My  term  of  office  will  expire  in  a  twelvemonth, 
when,  if  nothing  prevents,  I  shall  endeavour  to  exe- 
cute my  former  plan.  I  am  strengthened  in  this  idea 
by  the  wish  of  my  wife  to  revisit  that  part  of  the 
world.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  sis- 
ter to  your  former  Aid-de-camp,  our  deceased  and 
much-lamented  friend,  Colonel  John  Laurens.  Prom 
the  age  of  seven  to  fourteen,  she  was  educated  in 
France,  and,  until  she  came  to  this  country,  remained 
in  England;  so  that  her  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
French  language,  and  acquaintance  with  their  cus- 
toms, will  be  extremely  useful,  should  curiosity  or 
business  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  go  there,  or  to 
any  of  the  neighbouring  States  of  Europe. 

From  your  late  tour  we  are  flattered  with  the  hope 
of  your  one  day  visiting  this  country.  Whenever 
you  so  far  honor  us,  I  am  sure  that  every  thing  in 
our  power  will  be  done  to  render  your  visit  pleasing 
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and   agreeable   to   you-    I  am,  with   the  sincerest  re- 
spect and  esteem, 

Dear  Sir,  your  truly  much  obliged, 

Charles  Pincoey. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Chesterfield,  15  December,  1789. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  at  this  place  the  honor  of  your 
letters  of  October  the  13th  and  November  the  30th, 
and  am  truly  flattered  by  your  nomination  of  me  to 
the  very  dignified  office  of  Secretary  of  State;  for 
which  permit  me  here  to  return  you  my  humble 
thanks.  .  Could  any  circumstance  seduce  me  to  over- 
look the  disproportion  between  its  duties  and  my  ta- 
lents, it  would  be  the  encouragement  of  your  choice. 
But  when  I  contemplate  the  extent  of  that  office,  em- 
bracing, as  it  does,  the  principal  mass  of  domestic  ad- 
ministration, together  with  the  foreign,  I  cannot  be 
insensible  of  my  inequality  to  it;  and  I  should  enter 
on  it  with  gloomy  forebodings  from  the  criticisms  and 
censures  of  a  public,  just  indeed  in  their  intentions, 
out  sometimes  misinformed  and  misled,  and  always 
too  respectable  to  be  neglected.  I  cannot  but  foresee 
the  possibility  that  this  may  end  disagreeably  for  me, 
who,  having  no  motive  to  public  service  but  the  pub- 
lic satisfaction,  would  certainly  retire  the  moment 
that  satisfaction  should  appear  to  languish. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  feel  a  degree  of  familiarity 
with  the  duties  of  my  present  office,  as  far  at  least 
as  I  am  capable  of  understanding  its  duties.  The 
ground  I  have  already  passed  over,  enables  me  to  see 
my  way  into  that  which  is  before  me.  The  change 
26* 
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of  government,  too,  taking  place  in  the  country  where 
it  is  exercised,  seems  to  open  a  possibility  of  procur- 
ing from  the  new  rulers  some  new  advantages  in 
commerce,  which  may  be  agreeable  to  our  country- 
men. So  that  as  far  as  my  fears,  my  hopes,  or  my 
inclination  might  enter  into  this  question,  I  confess 
they  would  not  lead  me  to  prefer  a  change. 

But  it  is  not  for  an  individual  to  choose  his  post. 
You  are  to  marshal  us  as  may  best  be  for  the  pub- 
lic good;  and  it  is  only  in  the  case  of  its  being  in- 
different to  you,  that  I  would  avail  myself  of  the  op- 
tion you  have  so  kindly  offered  in  your  letter.  If 
you  think  it  better  to  transfer  me  to  another  post, 
my  inclination  must  be  no  obstacle;  nor  shall  it  be, 
if  there  is  any  desire  to  suppress  the  office  I  now 
hold,  or  to  reduce  its  grade.  In  either  of  these  cases, 
be  so  good  only  as  to  signify  to  me,  by  another  line, 
your  ultimate  wish,  and  I  shall  conform  to  it  cor- 
dially. If  it  should  be  to  remain  at  New  York,  my 
ehief  comfort  will  be  to  work  under  your  eye,  my 
only  shelter  the  authority  of  your  name,  and  the 
wisdom  of  measures  to  be  dictated  by  you  and  im- 
plicitly executed  by  me.  Whatever  you  may  be 
pleased  to  decide,  I  do  not  see  that  the  matters  which 
have  called  me  hither,  will  permit  me  to  shorten  the 
stay  I  originally  asked;  that  is  to  say,  to  set  out  on 
my  journey  northward  till  the  month  of  March.  As 
early  as  possible  in  that  month,  I  shall  have  the 
honor  of  paying  my  respects  to  you  in  New  York 
In  the  mean  time,  I  have  that  of  tendering  you  the 
homage  of  those  sentiments  of  respectful  attachment, 
with  which  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 
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FROM  PAUL   JONES. 

Amsterdam,  20  December,  1789. 

Sir, 

I  avail  myself  of  the  departure  of  the  Philadelphia 
packet,  Captain. Earle,  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency 
a  letter  I  received  for  you  on  leaving  Russia,  in 
August  last,  from  my  friend,  the  Count  de  S£gur, 
Minister  of  Prance  at  St.  Petersburg.  That  gentle- 
man and  myself  have  frequently  conversed  on  sub- 
jects that  regard  America;  and  the  most  pleasing  re- 
flection of  all  has  been,  the  happy  establishment  of 
the  new  Constitution,  and  that  you  are  so  deservedly 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Government  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  America.  Your  name  alone,  Sir,  has 
established  in  Europe  a  confidence,  that  was,  for  some 
time  before,  entirely  wanting  in  American  concerns ; 
and  I  am  assured  that  the  happy  effects  of  your  Ad- 
ministration are  still  more  sensibly  felt  throughout 
the  United  States.  This  is  more  glorious  for  you 
than  all  the  laurels  that  your  sword  so  nobly  won  in 
support  of  the  rights  of  human  nature.  In  war,  your 
fame  is  immortal  as  the  hero  of  liberty.  In  peace, 
you  are  her  patron  and  the  firmest  supporter  of  her 
rights.  Your  greatest  admirers,  and  even  your  best 
friends,  have  now  but  one  wish  left  for  you,  —  that 
you  may  long  enjoy  health  and  your  present  happiness. 

I  send  by  this  occasion,  to  Mr.  Charles  Thomson 
and  to  Mr.  John  Adams,  sundry  documents  from  the 
Count  de  S6gur,  on  my  subject  I  presume  that 
those  pieces  will  be  communicated  to  your  Excellen- 
cy. They  explain,  in  some  degree,  my  reasons  for 
leaving  Russia,  and  the  danger  to  which  I  was  ex- 
posed by  the  dark  intrigues  and  mean  subterfuges  of 
Asiatic  jealousy  and  malice. 
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Mr.  Jefferson  can  inform  you  respecting  my  mis- 
sion to  the  Court  of  Denmark.  I  was  received  and 
treated  there  with  marked  politeness ;  and,  if  the  fine 
words  I  received  are  true,  the  business  will  soon  be 
settled.  I  own,  however,  that  I  should  have  stronger 
hopes,  if  America  had  created  a  respectable  marine ; 
for  that  argument  would  give  weight  to  every  trans- 
action with  Europe. 

I  acquitted  myself  of  the  commission  with  which 
you  honored  me  when  last  in  America,  by  delivering 
your  letters  with  my  own  hand,  at  Paris,  to  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  were  addressed.  I  am,  Sir,  with 
great  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment,  your  Excel- 
lency's 

Most  devoted  and  most  humble  servant, 

Paul  Jones. 

N.  B.  In  case  your  Excellency  should  have  any 
orders  to  send  me,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  subjoin  my 
address,  under  cover,  "To  Messrs.  N.  &  J.  Van  Stap- 
horst  and  Hubbard,  Amsterdam." 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

London,  17  January,  1790. 

Sir, 
I  dare  to  flatter  myself,  that  your  Excellency  does 
justice  to  the  very  tender  and  respectful  attachment 
which  I  have  long  entertained  towards  youj  and  that 
you  will  be  persuaded  of  the  great  pleasure  with 
which  I  have  learned  the  success  that  has  followed 
the  first  movements  of  your  administration.  After 
having  given  freedom  to  your  country,  it  was  worthy 
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of  the  virtues  and  great  character  of  your  Excellency, 
to  establish  her  happiness  on  a  solid  and  permanent 
basis,  which  is  assuredly  the  result  of  the  new  Fede- 
ral Constitution,  in  framing  which  you  assisted  by 
your  counsel,  and  which  you  now  support  as  much 
by  the  splendor  of  your  talents  and  patriotism,  as 
by  the  eminent  situation  confided  to  you  by  your 
fellow-citizens.  They  possess  the  advantage  of  en- 
joying more  particularly  your  beneficence,  and  the 
honor  of  having  you  born  among  them.  But  I  dare 
to  assure  you,  that  the  consideration  which  you  en- 
joy throughout  Europe,  and  particularly  in  my  coun- 
try, yields  not  even  to  that  which  you  have  obtained 
in  your  native  land ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  preju- 
dices of  the  people  with  whom  I  live  here,  there  is 
not  one  among  them  who  does  not  pronounce  your 
name  with  sentiments  of  respect  and  veneration.  All 
are  acquainted  with  the  services  you  have  rendered 
to  your  country,  as  their  General,  in  the  course  of 
the  war,  and  with  those,  perhaps  still  greater,  which 
you  now  render  as  a  statesman,  in  peace. 

The  love  of  glory  and  of  freedom,  which  led  the 
Americans  to  surmount  such  great  difficulties,  must 
still  prevail,  after  surmounting  them,  to  establish  the 
principles  of  justice  towards  those  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  and  strangers  who  assisted  them  in  their 
distress ;  and  I  have  seen,  with  great  pleasure,  that, 
from  the  first  moment  in  which  you  have  appeared  at 
the  head  of  the  Federal  Government,  the  credit  of 
the  American  nation  has  been  established  in  every 
country  of  Europe,  and  that  the  confidence  in  her 
resources  and  means  is  infinitely  better  founded, 
than  in  many  of  the  older  powers.  It  is  beyond 
doubt  that  it  will  take  still  greater  consistency,  and 
that  the  freest  country  in  the  world  ought  also  to  be 
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that  which  should   enjoy  the   most   extensive   public 
credit 

I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  your  sentiments  for 
France,  not  to  be  convinced  of  the  interest  which  you 
take  in  her  present  position.  The  vices  of  an  ancient 
and  vitiated  administration  could  not  be  reformed, 
even  by  the  virtues  of  a  Bang,  who  loves  his  people, 
and  who  has  many  qualities  to  make  them  happy. 
Some  revolution  was  required  in  the  form  of  the  mo- 
narchy, and,  above  all,  in  setting  bounds  to  the  Mi- 
nisterial authority  in  matters  of  finance.  It  was  like- 
wise necessary,  that  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  should 
be  assured,  by  a  conclusive  law,  of  which  we  were 
totally  destitute.  It  is  this  which  induced  the  King 
to  assemble  the  States-General,  who  might  easily  have 
made  some  useful  reforms,  leaving  the  monarchy  to 
subsist,  or  at  least  reforming  it  but  slowly  and  par- 
tially. But  the  love  of  liberty,  and  still  more  the 
exaltation  of  opinions,  have  carried  us  too  far ;  they 
have  overturned  every  thing,  without  rebuilding  any 
thing,  which  has  reduced  us  to  a  very  disagreeable 
situation  for  the  moment.  I  hope  that  time  will  a 
little  moderate  opinions,  and  that  we  shall  recur  to 
true  principles;  and  that,  in  assuring  the  liberty  of 
the  citizen,  they  will  restore  the  authority  of  the 
Executive  power,  which  is  the  soul  of  a  great  empire. 
If  we  can  arrive  at  that  state  of  things,  I  am  per- 
suaded the  subject  will  have  gained  infinitely,  and 
that  even  the  position  of  the  King  will  be  more  hap- 
py than  it  formerly  was.  But,  unfortunately,  to  attain 
this  situation  we  must  reiterate  a  very  thorny  career; 
and  our  French  heads  are  little  fitted  for  such  proofs. 

Your  ancient  friend,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  finds 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  revolution;  and  it  is  in- 
deed a  very  fortunate  circumstance  for  the  State  that 
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he  is,  but  very  little  so  for  himself.  Never  has  any 
man  been  placed  in  a  more  critical  situation.  A 
good  citizen,  a  faithful  subject,  he  is  embarrassed 
by  a  thousand  difficulties  in  making  many  people 
sensible  of  what  is  proper,  who  very  often  feel  it  not, 
and  who  sometimes  will  not  understand  what  it  is. 

He  has  occasion  for  all  the  aid  of  that  wisdom  and 
prudence  which  he  acquired  under  your  tuition;  and 
assuredly  he  has  hitherto  proved  himself  worthy  of 
his  master,  having  supported  the  most  difficult  situa- 
tion with  the  rarest  talents  and  most  astonishing  fore- 
sight I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  a  very  sincere 
and  very  respectful  attachment,  your  Excellency's 
Most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant,  * 
The  Marquis  de  la  Luzerne. 


FROM   GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 

Paris,  22  January,  1790. 

Dear  Sir, 
Yesterday  I  went  to  dine  with  the  Count  de  Mont- 
morin,*  and  expressed  to  him  my  wish  that  France 
might  seize  the  present  moment  to  establish  a  liberal 
system  of  commercial  policy  for  her  Colonies.  I  ob- 
served, that  her  interest  was  deeply  at  stake,  because 
America  could  always  dispose  of  the  Islands,  and 
would  naturally  wish  to  see  them  in  possession  of 
that  power,  under  whose  government  they  would  be 
most  advantageous  to  her;  that  nothing  could  tend  so 
much  to  make  the  United  States  desirous  of  an  alli- 
ance  with   Britain,  as  to   exclude  them  from  a  free 

*  Count  Montmorin  was  at  this  time  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
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trade  with  the  French  Colonies;  that,  if  the  metro- 
polis wishes  to  preserve  the  affection  of  her  distant 
subjects,  and  to  derive  from  them  the  greatest  com- 
mercial benefit,  she  ought  to  suffer  them  to  draw 
their  subsistence  from  that  quarter  where  they  can 
obtain  it  most  cheaply.  He  assured  me,  that  he  was 
fully  of  my  opinion ;  said  that  our  position  rendered 
it  proper  to  make  in  our  favor  an  exception  from 
their  general  system  respecting  other  nations,  and 
that  he  hoped,  within  a  fortnight,  something  might 
be  done.  But  he  lamented,  as  he  had  done  before, 
that  they  have  no  Chief  Minister,  and  consequently 
no  fixed  plan  nor  principles.  I  shall  see  him  again 
before  I  depart,  and  also  Monsieur  de  la  Luzerne, 
within  whose  department  this  matter  regularly  lies. 
He  is  an  adherent  to  the  exclusive  system,  which  is 
unfortunate. 

In  the  National  Assembly,  also,  there  is  a  consi- 
derable difficulty.  Among  the  most  violent  of  the 
violent  party,  are  some  Representatives  of  cities  on 
the  western  coasts  of  this  kingdom,  where  the  chief 
commerce  is  with  the  Islands;  and  those  who  wish 
for  the  closest  union  with  America,  do  not  wish  to 
offend  these  gentlemen,  and  therefore  are  desirous  of 
waving  the  matter  at  present  For  my  own  [part],  I 
am  very  desirous  that  the  business  should  be  put  in 
train,  at  least.  If  successful,  so  much  the  better;  but 
at  any  rate,  it  will  give  an  alarm  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Channel.  If  either  of  these  rival  nations  sets 
the  example,  the  other  will  soon  follow;  and  although 
it  is  not  very  clear,  that  the  actings  and  doings  of  the 
AssembUe  Nationale  in  general  will  long  endure,  yet 
whatever  they  grant  to  us  in  this  particular  business, 
those  who  come  after  them  will  be  fearful  of  retract- 
ing.   Under  these  impressions,  for  a  long   time  past, 
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I  have  been  endeavouring  to  smooth  the  way  towards 
our  object;  and  I  believe  in  the  success.    I  am,  &c., 

GOUVERNEUR   MoRRIS. 


FROM   GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 

Paris,  22  January,  1790. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  another  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  mentioned  a 
part  of  yesterday's  conversation  with  the  Count  de 
Montmorin.  That  part  of  it,  which  I  am  now  to  com- 
municate, is  for  yourself  alone.  As  Monsieur  de  La- 
fayette had  asked  me  some  days  ago,  who  should  be 
sent  to  replace  the  Comte  de  Moustier,  and  upon 
my  answering  with  great  indifference,  that  it  might 
be  whom  he  pleased,  had  asked  my  opinion  of  Colo- 
nel Ternant,  I  told  the  Count  de  Montmorin  this  cir- 
cumstance; to  which  he  replied,  that  he  had  commu- 
nicated his  intention  to  Monsieur  de  Lafayette  some 
time  since,  in  consequence  of  the  intijnacy  whieh  has 
long  subsisted  between  them.  I  asked  him,  if  he 
would  permit  me  to  mention  it  to  you.  The  idea 
gave  him  pleasure,  and  he  told  me  that  he  should 
consider  it  as  a  very  great  kindness,  and  particularly 
if  through  the  same  channel  he  could  learn  whether 
that  appointment  would  be  agreeable  to  you.  This 
is,  you  know,  a  compliment  which  the  most  respectable 
Courts  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  usually  pay  to 
each  other.  It  is  not  without  use,  and  on  the  present 
occasion  is  not  a  mere  compliment,  because  Monsieur 
de  Montmorin  is  sincerely  desirous  of  cultivating  a 
good  understanding  with  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  he  may  retreat  from  his 
present  office ;  but  he  will,  I  think,  in  that   case  be 

vol.  iv.  27 
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appointed  Governor  to  the  children  of  Franco,  and 
his  opinions,  while  about  the  Court,  will  have  weight, 
for  many  reasons ;  amongst  others,  because  they  de- 
serve it.  In  talking  over  the  deplorable  situation  to 
which  this  kingdom  is  reduced,  I  told  him  that  I 
saw  no  means  of  establishing  peace  at  home,  but  by 
making  war  abroad.  He  replied  that  he  thought  with 
me,  in  part;  namely,  that  an  offensive  war  might  be 
useful.  But  that  he  thought  a  defensive  war  must 
prove  ruinous;  that  this  last  seemed  the  more  likely 
to  happen;  and  that  in  either  case  the  state  of  the 
finances  was  alarming.  I  observed,  that  ability  in  that 
department  might  restore  it,  even  during  a  war;  that 
nothing  could  revive  credit  without  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  executive  authority;  and  that  nothing  could 
effect  that  reestablishment  but  a  general  sense  of  the 
necessity.  Upon  this,  he  lamented  the  want  of  a 
Chief  Minister,  who  might  embrace  the  great  whole 
of  public  business.  He  owns  himself  unequal  to  the 
task,  and  too  indolent  into  the  bargain. 

Our  friend  Lafayette  burns  with  desire  to  be  at  the 
head  of  an  army  in  Flanders,  and  drive  the  Stadt- 
holder  into  a  ditch.  He  acts  now  a  splendid,  but 
dangerous  part.  Unluckily,  he  has  given  in  to  mea- 
sures, as  to  the  Constitution,  which  he  does  not  heart- 
ily approve,  and  he  heartily  approves  many  things 
which  experience  will  demonstrate  to  be  injurious. 
While  all  is  in  confusion  here,  the  revolt  of  Austrian 
Flanders,  and  the  troubles  excited  in  Poland  by  the 
agency  of  Prussia,  give  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  King  of  Sweden  will  be  vigorously  supported; 
so  that  provided  the  Turk  has  but  a  sufficient  share 
of  obstinacy  to  bear  a  little  more  beating,  the  scale, 
according  to  human  probabilities,  must  turn  against 
Austria  and    Prussia,  who   are  the    allies   of  France. 
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Great  Britain  is,  as  yet,  no  otherwise  engaged  than 
as  an  eventual  party;  and,  according  to  the  best 
opinion  which  my  judgment  can  form,  upon  the  in- 
formation I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  the  Premier  of 
that  country  can,  to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Addison, 
a  ride  in  the  whirlwind  and  direct  the  storm."  A  per- 
son, however,  on  whose  knowledge  I  have  some  reli- 
ance, assures  me  that  Mr.  Pitt,  engrossed  by  borough 
politics  and  ignorant  of  Continental  affairs,  takes  no 
part  in  them,  but  what  he  is  absolutely  forced  into; 
and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  there  is  some  truth 
in  that  assertion.  Accept  I  pray  the  assurances  of 
that  sincere  esteem,  with  which  I  am  yours,  &c. 

GoUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 


FROM  HENRY  KNOX,   SECRETARY   OP  WAR. 

War  Office,  15  February,  1790. 

Sir, 

The  serious  crisis  of  affairs  in  which  the  United 
States  are  involved  with  the  Creeks,  requires  that 
every  honorable  and  probable  expedient  that  can  be 
devised  should  be  used  to  avert  a  war  with  that 
tribe.  The  untoward  circumstances  of  the  case  are 
such  that  no  degree  of  success  could  render  a  war 
either  honorable  or  profitable  to  the  United  States. 

Events  may  be  expected  soon  to  arise,  which  will 
interrupt  the  present  tranquillity.  The  headlong  pas- 
sions of  the  young  Creek  warriors  are  too  impetuous 
to  be  restrained  by  the  feeble  advice  of  the  Chiefs, 
even  supposing  their  authority  exerted  to  that  end. 
But,  were  the  dispositions  of  the  Creeks  generally 
favorable  to  peace,  the  corrosive  conduct  of  the  law- 
less whites  inhabiting  the  frontiers,  may  be  supposed 
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to  bring  on  partial  quarrels.  These  may  be  easily 
fomented,  and  the  flame  of  war  suddenly  lighted  up, 
without  a  possibility  of  extinguishing  it,  but  by  the 
most  powerful  exertions. 

A  war  with  the  Creeks,  besides  being  attended 
with  its  own  embarrassments,  may  lead  to  extensive 
and  complicated  evils.  Part  of  the  lower  Creeks,  or 
Seminoles,  reside  within  the  territory  of  Spain ;  and 
a  strong  connection  appears  to  subsist  between  the 
Creeks  generally  and  the  Colonies  of  East  and  West 
Florida,  belonging  to  that  power.  In  case  of  a  war 
with  the  Creeks,  and  they  should  be  pushed  to  take 
refuge  within  the  limits  of  either  of  the  aforesaid 
Colonies,  the  United  States  would  be  reduced  to  a 
most  embarrassed  predicament;  for  they  must  either 
follow  the  Creeks,  in  order  to  extinguish  the  war,  es- 
tablish posts  in  their  country,  or  retire.  In  the  first 
case,  they  would  seriously  be  embroiled  with  Spain; 
in  the  second,  the  operation  would  be  extremely  ha- 
zardous and  expensive ;  in  the  third,  the  impression 
made  would  not  be  attended  with  permanent  or  ade- 
quate effects  to  the  expense  incurred  by  the  expe- 
dition. 

This  subject,  therefore,  in  every  point  of  view  in 
which  it  can  be  placed,  has  an  unfavorable  aspect  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States.  Acting  under  this 
impression,  my  mind  has  been  anxiously  employed  in 
endeavouring  to  avoid,  if  possible,  so  injurious  an 
event.  In  examining  the  proposition  of  the  late  Com- 
missioners, to  send  the  draught  of  a  treaty  for  the 
Creeks  to  sign,  and,  in  case  of  their  refusal,  to  de- 
clare war  against  them,  it  appears  as  if  the  measure 
proposed  would  inevitably  precipitate  an  event,  which 
it  is  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  avoid.  For, 
if  such  treaty  should   be   transmitted   to   the  Creeks, 
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with  a  declaration  that  they  must  receive  and  sign 
it,  or  war  should  ensue,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the 
latter  event  would  take  place,  by  an  irruption  of  the 
Creeks  long  before  the  messenger  would  reach  the 
seat  of  Government 

In  search  of  expedients  to  avert  the  evils  impend- 
ing on  this  subject,  I  have  been  led  into  repeated 
conversations  with  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Hawkins, 
Senator  for  North  Carolina,  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  influential  characters  among  the  Creeks.  He 
appears  to  entertain  the  opinion,  pretty  strongly,  that 
the  designs  and  character  of  Alexander  McGiUivray, 
the  influential  Creek  Chief,  are  opposed  to  a  war 
with  the  United  States,  and  that  he  would,  at  this 
time,  gladly  embrace  any  rational  mean  that  could 
be  offered,  to  avoid  that  event  It  seems  probable  to 
Mr.  Hawkins,  arising  from  former  intimations  of  Mo 
Gillivray,  that  he  might  at  this  time  be  influenced 
to  repair  to  the  seat  of  the  General  Government, 
provided  that  every  facility  and  security  should  be 
offered  for  that  purpose. 

In  maturely  contemplating  this  idea  of  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, and  confiding  in  his  knowledge  and  judgment 
of  the  character  alluded  to,  I  am  inclined  to  conclude 
that  it  is  an  expedient  deserving  experiment,  and 
that,  let  its  success  be  what  it  may,  the  result  cannot 
fail  of  being  honorable  to  the  United  States.  For 
it  is  proposed,  although  the  overture  shall  have  the 
aspect  of  a  private  transaction,  yet  that  it  shall  hflve 
so  much  of  the  collateral  countenance  of  Government 
as  to  convince  Mr.  McGillivray  that  he  may  safely 
confide  in  the  proposition,  as  it  relates  to  his  own 
and  the  other  Chiefs'  personal  security,  until  their 
return  to  their  own  country. 

I  have  shown  Mr.  Hawkins  the  inclosed  draft  of  a 
27* 
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letter  to  Alexander  McGillivray.  It  has  received  his 
approbation,  and  he  is  willing  to  copy  and  sign  the 
same,  adding  thereto  some  circumstances  relative  to  a 
former  correspondence  on  some  philosophical  inquiries. 

The  bearer  of  the  letter  ought  to  be  a  man  of  real 
talents  and  judgment.  Although  the  ostensible  object 
of  his  mission  should  be  the  charge  of  the  letter,  yet 
the  real  object  should  be  much  more  extensive.  He 
should  be  capable  of  observing  the  effects  of  the  pro- 
position on  the  mind  of  McGillivray  and  the  other 
Chiefs.  He  should  be  of  such  character  and  manners 
as  to  insinuate  himself  into  their  confidence  j  to  obvi- 
ate their  objections  to  the  proposition;  to  exhibit, 
in  still  stronger  colors  than  the  letter,  the  ruinous 
effects  of  a  war  with  the  Creeks.  In  the  prose- 
cution of  his  designs  he  should  not  be  in  a  hurry, 
but  wait  with  attention  and  patience  the  symptoms 
of  compliance ;  confirm  them  in  such  dispositions ; 
and  be  calm  and  firm,  when  opposed.  And  if,  after 
all  his  labors  and  exertions,  he  should  fail  of  success, 
he  should  be  capable  of  giving  a  clear  narrative  of 
the  means  he  used,  and  the  obstacles  which  prevent- 
ed his  success.  On  this  person's  negotiation  would 
depend  much  blood  and  treasure ;  and,  in  any  event, 
the  reputation  of  the  United  States. 

The  object,  therefore,  of  the  mission  would  require 
an  important  character,  who,  although  not  invested 
with  any  apparently  dignified  public  commission,  ought 
to  have  such  private  powers  and  compensation  as 
would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to  a  performance  of 
the  intended  service. 

The  time,  which  the  proposed  negotiation  would  re- 
quire, might  be  four  months,  or  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty days.  If  the  compensation  should  be  eight  dollars  a 
day,  the  amount  would  be  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
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lars.  The  expenses  would  probably  amount  to  four 
hundred  dollars  in  addition.  Should  several  of  the 
Chiefs  repair  to  New  York,  the  expenses  for  that  pur- 
pose would  amount,  at  least,  to  one  thousand  dollars; 
so  that  the  expense  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars,  at  least,  and  perhaps  two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty,  would  be  incurred  by  the  pro- 
posed measure.  And  this  sum  would  be  independent 
of  the  probable  expenses  of  presents,  and  returning 
the  Chiefs  to  their  own  country,  which  would  require 
a  much  larger  sum.  ,  But  there  cannot  be  any  doubt 
of  the  economy  of  the  proposed  application  of  the 
money  herein  required,  when  compared  with  the  ex- 
pense which  must  attend  a  war. 

The  proposed  experiment  would  probably  be  at- 
tended with  either  one  or  the  other  of  the  following 
consequences. 

First ;  that  it  would  be  successful,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent a  war.  For,  most  probably,  if  Mr.  McGillivray 
and  the  other  influential  Chiefs  should  embrace  the 
measure,  and  repair  to  the  seat  of  Government,  their 
dispositions  would  be  sufficiently  pacific  to  conclude 
a  treaty,  especially  as  no  terms,  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  of  justice  or  humanity,  would  be  imposed 
on  them. 

Secondly;  in  case  the  proposition  should  be  unsuc- 
cessful, the  fair  and  honorable  dispositions  of  the 
United  States  would  be  highly  illustrated;  and,  how- 
ever great  the  evils  which  might  afterwards  result 
from  hostilities,  the  Executive  Government  would  not 
in  any  degree  be  responsible  for  them. 

But,  as  this  transaction  may  be  liable  to  the  most 
unworthy  imputations,  arising  from  some  former  local 
prejudices  against  Mr.  Hawkins,  in  consequence  of  his 
services   and   zeal   for  the   honor  and  justice   of  the 
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United  States  while  a  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
it  seems  fair  and  reasonable  that  his  conduct,  in  this 
instance,  should  receive  its  just  approbation,  and  be 
shielded  from  all  malevolence  and  misrepresentation. 
I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  humbly  to  submit  the  mea- 
sure herein  proposed  to  your  consideration.  If  you 
should  be  pleased  to  approve  the  principal  parts  there- 
of, your  direction  appears  to  be  essential  on  the  fol- 
lowing points. 

First;  your  approbation  of  my  request  to  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, in  writing,  to  copy  and  sign  the  letter  to  Alex- 
ander McGillivray. 

Secondly;  an  ample  passport  for  the  protection  of 
Mr.  McGillivray,  and  such  Chiefs  as  shall  accompany 
him,  from  the  time  of  their  entering  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  to  their  return  to  their  own  country. 

Thirdly;  a  direction  to  me  to  make  the  necessary 
expenditures  of  money  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed, and  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  conduct 
the  business.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  the 
greatest  respect, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  17  March,  1700. 

My  dear  General, 
It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  that  I  hear  my  let- 
ters have  not  come  to  hand,  and,  while  I  lament  the 
miscarriage,  I  hope  you  do  not  impute  it  to  any 
fault  on  my  part.  In  these  times  of  troubles,  it  has 
become  more  difficult  to  know  or  to  reach  opportuni- 
ties ;  and  how  this  will  be  carried,  I  leave  to  the  care 
of  Mr.  Paine,  who  goes  to  London. 
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Our  revolution  is  getting  on  as  well  as  it  can,  with 
a  nation  that  has  swallowed  liberty  at  once,  and  is 
still  liable  to  mistake  licentiousness  for  freedom.  The 
Assembly  have  more  hatred  to  the  ancient  system 
than  experience  on  the  proper  organization  of  a  new 
and  Constitutional  Government.  The  Ministers  are 
lamenting  their  loss  of  power,  and  afraid  to  use  that 
which  they  have;  and,  as  every  thing  has  been  de- 
stroyed, and  not  much  new  building  is  yet  above 
ground,  there  is  much  room  for  critics  and  calumnies. 
To  this  may  be  added,  that  we  still  are  pestered  by 
two  parties;  the  aristocratic,  that  is  panting  for  a 
counter  revolution,  and  the  factious,  which  aims  at 
the  division  of  the  empire,  and  destruction  of  all 
authority,  and  perhaps  of  the  lives  of  the  reigning 
branch;  both  of  which  parties  are  fomenting  troubles. 

And  after  I  have  confessed  all  this,  my  dear  Ge- 
neral, I  will  tell  you,  with  the  same  candor,  that  we 
have  made  an  admirable  and  almost  incredible  de- 
struction of  all  abuses  and  prejudices;  that  every  thing 
not  directly  useful  to,  or  coming  from,  the  people, 
has  been  levelled;  that  in  the  topographical,  moral, 
political  situation  of  France,  we  have  made  more 
changes  in  ten  months  than  the  most  sanguine  pa- 
triot could  have  imagined;  that  our  internal  troubles 
and  anarchy  are  much  exaggerated;  and  that,  upon 
the  whole,  this  revolution,  in  which  nothing  will  be 
wanting  but  energy  of  government,  just  as  it  was  in 
America,  will  propagate  and  implant  liberty,  and  make 
it  flourish  throughout  the  world,  while  we  must  wait 
for  a  Convention  in  a  few  years  to  mend  some  de- 
fects, which  are  not  now  perceived  by  men  just  es- 
caped from  aristocracy  and  despotism. 

Tou  know  that  the  Assembly  have  adjourned  the 
West  India  affairs,  leaving  every  thing  in  the  actual 
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state;  namely,  the  ports  opened,  as  we-  hear  they 
have  been,  to  American  trade.  But  it  was  impossible, 
circumstanced  as  we  are,  to  take  a  definitive  resolve 
on  that  matter.  The  ensuing  Legislature  will  more 
easily  determine,  after  they  have  received  the  de- 
mands of  the  Colonies,  who  have  been  invited  to 
make  them,  particularly  on  the  objects  of  victualling. 
Give  me  leave,  my  dear  General,  to  present  you 
with  a  picture  of  the  Bastille,  just  as  it  looked  a  few 
days  after  I  had  ordered  its  demolition,  with  the 
main  key  of  the  fortress  of  despotism.  It  is  a  tri- 
bute, which  I  owe  as  a  son  to  my  adoptive  father, 
as  an  Aid-de-camp  to  my  General,  as  a  missionary  of 
liberty  to  its  patriarch.  Adieu,  my  beloved  General 
My  most  affectionate  respects  wait  on  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton. Present  me  most  affectionately  to  George,  to  Ha- 
milton, Knox,  Harrison,  Humphreys,  and  all  friends. 
Most  tenderly  and  respectfully, 

Tour  most  affectionate  and  filial  friend, 

Lafayette. 


FROM   GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS.* 

London,  7  April,  1790. 

Sir, 

I   arrived   in   this   city   on   Saturday   evening,  the 

27th  of  March,  and  called   the  next  morning  on  the 

Duke  of  Leeds,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.     He  was 

not   at   home.    I   therefore  wrote   to   him   a   note,  a 


*  Mr.  Morris  was  sent  to  London  as  a  private  agent,  to  consult  the 
British  Government  in  regard  to  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
which  had  not  been  executed,  and  to  ascertain  whether  they  inclined  to 
a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  United  States.  See  Washington's  Writ- 
ings, Vol.  X.  pp.  43,  44. 


OFFICIAL    AND    PRIVATE.  323 

copy  whereof  is  inclosed,  as  also  his  answer,  received 
that  evening.  On  Monday,  the  29th,  I  waited  upon 
him  at  Whitehall,  and,  after  the  usual  compliments, 
presented  your  letter,  telling  him  that  it  would  ex- 
plain the  nature  of  my  business.  Having  read  it,  he 
said,  with  much  warmth  and  gladness  in  his  appear- 
ance, "I  am  very  happy,  Mr.  Morris,  to  see  this  let- 
ter, and  under  the  President's  own  hand.  I  assure 
you  it  is  very  much  my  wish  to  cultivate  a  friendly 
and  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  countries; 
and  more,  I  can  answer  for  that  of  his  Majesty's 
servants,  that  they  are  of  the  same  opinion."  "  I  am 
happy,  my  Lotd,  to  find  that  such  sentiments  prevail ; 
for  we  are  too  near  neighbours  not  to  be  either 
good  friends  or  dangerous  enemies."  "You  are  per- 
fectly right,  Sir ;  and  certainly  it  is  to  be  desired,  as 
well  for  our  mutual  interests  as  for  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  mankind,  that  we  should  be  upon  the 
best  footing." 

I  assured  him  of  our  sincere  disposition  to  be  upon 
good  terms,  and  then  proceeded  to  mention  those 
points  in  the  treaty  of  peace  which  remained  to  be 
performed.  And  first,  I  observed  that,  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  which  he  had  certainly 
read,  all  obstacles  to  the  recovery  of  British  debts 
are  removed;  and  that  if  any  doubts  could  have  re- 
mained, they  are  now  done  away  by  the  organization 
of  a  Federal  Court,  which  has  cognizance  of  causes 
arising  under  the  treaty.  He  said,  he  was  happy  to 
receive  this  information ;  that  he  had  been  of  opinion, 
and  had  written  to  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  articles  ought 
to  be  performed  in  the  order  in  which  they  stood  in 
the  treaty.  Not  choosing  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion of  his  conduct  in  relation  to  Mr.  Adams,  I  told 
his  Grace  that  I  had  one  rule  or  principle  for  public 
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and  private  life,  in  conformity  to  which  I  had  always 
entertained  the  idea  that  it  would  consist  most  with 
the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  first,  to  perform  all 
their  stipulations,  and  then  to  require  such  perform- 
ance from  others ;  and  that,  in  effect,  if  each  party 
were  on  mutual  covenants  to  suspend  its  compliance, 
expecting  that  of  the  other,  all  treaties  would  be  illu- 
sory. He  agreed  in  this  sentiment.  Upon  which  I 
added,  that  the  United  States  had  now  placed  them- 
selves in  the  situation  just  mentioned. 

And  here  I  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  the 
Southern  States,  which  had  been  much  blamed  in 
this  country  for  obstructing  the  recovery  of  British 
debts,  were  not  liable  to  all  the  severity  of  censure 
which  had  been  thrown  upon  them;  that,  their  ne- 
groes having  been  taken  or  seduced  away,  and  the 
payment  for  those  negroes  having  been  stipulated  by 
treaty,  they  had  formed  a  reliance  on  such  payment 
for  the  discharge  of  debts  contracted  with  British 
merchants,  both  previously  and  subsequently  to  the 
war  ;  that  the  suspension  of  this  resource  had  occa- 
sioned a  deficiency  of  means,  so  that  their  conduct 
had  been  dictated  by  an  overruling  necessity. 

Returning  then  to  the  main  business,  I  observed, 
that  as  we  had  now  fully  performed  our  part,  it  was 
proper  to  mention  that  two  articles  remained  to  be 
fulfilled  by  them,  namely,  that  which  related  to  the 
posts,  and  that  regarding  a  compensation  for  the  ne- 
groes ;  unless,  indeed,  they  had  sent  out  orders  re- 
specting the  former,  subsequent  to  the  writing  of 
your  letter ;  and  I  took  the  liberty  to  consider  that 
as  a  very  probable  circumstance.  He  now  became  a 
little  embarrassed,  and  told  me  that  he  could  not  ex- 
actly say  how  that  matter  stood.  That  as  to  the 
affair  of  the  negroes,  he  had  long  wished  to  have  it 
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brought  up,  and  to  have  something  done,  but  some- 
thing or  other  had  always  interfered.  He  then  chang- 
ed the  conversation ;  but  I  brought  it  back,  and  he 
changed  it  again.  Hence  it  was  apparent  that  he 
could  go  no  farther  than  general  professions  and  as- 
surances. 

I  then  told  him  that  there  was  a  little  circum- 
stance, which  had  operated  very  disagreeably  upon 
the  feelings  of  America.  Here  he  interrupted  me. 
"I  know  what  you  are  going  to  say;  our  not  send- 
ing a  Minister.  I  wished  to  send  you  one;  but  then 
I  wished  to  have  a  man  every  way  equal  to  the  task, 
a  man  of  abilities,  and  one  agreeable  to  the  people 
of  America.  But  it  was  difficult.  It  is  a  great  way 
off,  and  many  object  on  that  score."  I  expressed  my 
persuasion,  that  this  country  could  not  want  men  well 
qualified  for  every  office ;  and  he  again  changed  the 
conversation.  Wherefore,  as  it  was  not  worth  while 
to  discuss  the  winds  and  the  weather,  I  observed  that 
he  might  probably  choose  to  consider  the  matter  a 
little,  and  to  read  again  the  treaty,  and  compare  it 
with  the  American  Constitution.  He  said  that  he 
should,  and  wished  me  to  leave  your  letter,  which  he 
would  have  copied,  and  return  it  to  me.  I  did  so, 
telling  him  that  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  a 
speedy  answer;  and  he  promised  that  I  should. 

Thus,  Sir,  this  matter  was  begun.  But  nine  days 
have  since  elapsed,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  farther 
from  the  Duke  of  Leeds.  It  is  true  that  Easter  holi- 
days have  intervened,  and  that  public  business  is,  in 
general,  suspended  during  that  period.  I  shall  give 
them  sufficient  time  to  show  whether  they  are  as 
well  disposed  as  he  has  declared,  and  then  give  him 
a  hint.  Before  I  saw  him,  I  communicated  to  the 
French  Ambassador,  in  confidence,  that  you  had  direct- 

vol.  iv.  28 
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ed  me  to  call  for  a  performance  of  the  treaty.  He 
told  me  at  once  that  they  would  not  give  up  the 
posts.  Perhaps  he  may  be  right  I  thought  it  best 
to  make  such  communication,  because  the  thing  it 
self  cannot  remain  a  secret;  and  by  mentioning  it  to 
him,  we  are  enabled  to  say  with  truth,  that,  in  every 
step  relating  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  we  have  acted 
confidentially  in  regard  to  our  ally. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Governeub  Morris. 


FROM  MRS.   MERCY  WARREN  * 

Plymouth,  1  May,  1790. 

Sir, 

Ambitious  to  avoid  both  the  style  and  the  senti- 
ment of  common  dedications,  more  frequently  the  in- 
cense of  adulation  than  the  result  of  truth,  I  only 
ask  the  illustrious  Washington  to  permit  a  lady  of 
his  acquaintance  to  introduce  to  the  public,  under  his 
patronage,  a  small  volumet  written  as  the  amusement 
of  solitude,  at  a  period  when  every  active  member 
of  society  was  engaged  either  in  the  field  or  the 
Cabinet,  to  resist  the  strong  hand  of  foreign  domina- 
tion. 

The  approbation  of  one  who  has  united  all  hearts 
in  the  field  of  conquest,  in  the  lap  of  peace,  and  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
must  for  a  time  give  countenance  to  a  writer  who, 
claiming  the  honor  of  private  friendship,  hopes  for 
this  indulgence.    But  it  must  be   a   bold   adventurer 

*  A  sister  of  the  eminent  patriot,  James  Otis,  and  author  of  ft 
"History  of  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  Termination  of  the  American 
Revolution  *'  in  three  volumes,  published  in  1805. 

t "  Poems,  Dramatic  and  Miscellaneous." 
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in  the  paths  of  literature,  who  dreams  of  fame  in  any 
degree  commensurate  with  the  duration  of  laurels 
reaped  by  a  hero,  who  has  led  the  armies  of  Ame- 
rica to  glory,  victory,  and  independence. 

This  may  perhaps,  be  an  improper  place  to  make 
many  observations  on  a  revolution,  that  may  event- 
ually shake  the  proud  systems  of  European  despot- 
ism. Tet  you,  Sir,  who  have  borne  such  a  distin- 
guished and  honorable  part  in  the  great  conflict,  till 
the  nations,  wearied  with  slaughter,  listened  to  the 
voice  of  nature  and  Providence,  and  gave  truce  to 
the  miseries  of  man, — will  permit  me  to  observe  that, 
connected  by  consanguinity  or  friendship  with  many 
of  the  principal  characters  who  asserted  and  defend- 
ed the  rights  of  an  injured  country,  the  mind  has 
been  naturally  led  to  contemplate  the  magnitude  both 
of  the  causes  and  the  consequences  of  a  convulsion, 
that  has  been  felt  from  the  eastern  borders  of  the 
Atlantic  to  the  western  wilds. 

Feeling  much  for  the  distresses  of  America  in  the 
dark  days  of  her  affliction,  a  faithful  record  has  been 
kept  of  the  most  material  transactions  through  a  pe- 
riod that  has  engaged  the  attention  both  of  the  phi- 
losopher and  the  politician;  and  if  life  is  spared,  a 
just  trait  of  the  most  distinguished  characters,  either 
for  valor,  virtue,  or  patriotism,  or  for  perfidy,  intrigue, 
inconsistency,  or  ingratitude,  shall  be  faithfully  trans- 
mitted to  posterity,  by  one  who  unites  in  the  gene- 
ral wish  that  you,  Sir,  may  continue  to  preside  in 
the  midst  of  your  brethren,  until  nature  asks  the 
aid  of  retirement  and  repose,  to  tranquillize  the  last 
stages  of  human  life.  I  am,  respected  Sir,  with  every 
sentiment  of  esteem  and  friendship,  the  Resident's 
Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Mercy  Warren. 
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FROM   THOMAS   PAINE. 

London,  1   May,  1790. 

Sir, 

Our  very  good  friend,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  has 
intrusted  to  my  care  the  key  of  the  Bastille,  and  a 
drawing  handsomely  framed,  representing  the  demo- 
lition of  that  detestable  prison,  as  a  present  to  your 
Excellency,  of  which  his  letter  will  more  particularly 
inform.  I  feel  myself  happy  in  being  the  person 
through  whom  the  Marquis  has  conveyed  this  early 
trophy  of  the  spoils  of  despotism,  and  the  first  ripe 
fruits  of  American  principles  transplanted  into  Europe, 
to  his  master  and  patron.  When  he  mentioned  to 
me  the  present  he  intended  you,  my  heart  leaped 
with  joy.  It  is  something  so  truly  in  character,  that 
no  remarks  can  illustrate  it,  and  is  more  happily  ex- 
pressive of  his  remembrance  of  his  American  friends, 
than  any  letters  can  convey.  That  the  principles  of 
America  opened  the  Bastille  is  not  to  be  doubted; 
and  therefore  the  key  comes  to  the  right  place. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  pro- 
priety of  congratulating  the  King  and  Queen  of 
France  (for  they  have  been  our  friends)  and  the  Na- 
tional Assembly,  on  the  happy  example  they  are  giv- 
ing to  Europe.  You  will  see,  by  the  King's  speech, 
which  I  inclose,  that  he  prides  himself  on  being  at 
the  head  of  the  revolution;  and  I  am  certain  that 
such  a  congratulation  will  be  well  received,  and  have 
a  good  effect. 

I  should  rejoice  to  be  the  direct  bearer  of  the  Mar- 
quis's presents  to  your  Excellency,  but  I  doubt  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  see  my  much-loved  America  till 
next  spring.  I  shall  therefore  send  it  by  some  Apae- 
jrican   vessel    to   New   York.     I   have    permitted    no 
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drawing  to  be  taken  here,  though  it  has  been  often 
requested,  as  I  think  there  is  a  propriety  that  it 
should  first  be  presented.  But  Mr.  West  wishes  Mr. 
Trumbull  to  make  a  painting  of  the  presentation  of 
the  key  to  you, 

I  returned  from  France  to  London,  about  five  weeks 
ago ;  and  I  am  engaged  to  return  to  Paris,  when  the 
Constitution  shall  be  proclaimed,  and  to  carry  the 
American  flag  in  the  procession,  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  of  the  final  and  complete  success  of  the 
French  Revolution,  Little  ebbings  and  flowings,  for 
and  against,  the  natural  companions  of  revolutions, 
sometimes  appear,  but  the  full  current  of  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  as  fixed  as  the  Gulf  Stream. 

I  have  manufactured  a  bridge  (a  single  arch),  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet  span,  and  five  feet  high 
from  the  chord  of  the  arch.  It  is  now  on  board  a 
vessel,  coming  from  Yorkshire  to  London,  where  it  is 
to  be  erected.  I  see  nothing  yet  to  disappoint  my 
hopes  of  its  being  advantageous  to  me.  It  is  this 
only  which  keeps  me  in  Europe;  and  happy  shall  I 
be,  when  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to  return  to 
America,  I  have  not  heard  of  Mr.  Jefferson  since  he 
sailed,  except  of  his  arrival.  As  I  have  always  in- 
dulged the  belief  of  having  many  friends  in  America, 
or  rather  no  enemies,  I  have  nothing  else  particularly 
to  mention,  but  my  affectionate  remembrances  to  all; 
and  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  obliged  and  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Paine. 

P.  S.  If  any  of  my  friends  are  disposed  to  favor 
me  with  a  letter,  it  will  come  to  hand  by  addressing 
it  to  the  care  of  Benjamin  Vaughan,  Esquire,  Jeffries 
Square,  London. 

28* 
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FROM   GOUVERNEUR   MORRIS. 

London,  1  May,  1790. 

Sir, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  duplicate 
of  my  last  letter,  of  the  13th  of  April  Not  having 
heard  from  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  I  wrote  him  a  note 
on  the  19th.  To  this  I  received  no  reply;  wherefore, 
on  the  29th,  I  addressed  him  again  by  a  letter,  of 
which  a  copy  is  inclosed.  This  was  delivered  at  his 
office,  Whitehall,  between  eleven  and  twelve  in  the 
morning  of  the  29th ;  and  at  half  past  ten  in  the 
evening  the  letters  were  sent  to  me.  You  will  ob- 
serve that  his  letter  is  dated  the  28th,  and  of  course 
takes  no  notice  of  that  to  which  it  is  in  fact  the 
answer;  but  the  style  and  general  complexion,  as 
well  as  the  circumstances  attending  the  delivery  of 
it,  clearly  show  that  it  was  not  written  until  the 
evening  of  the  29th. 

I  might,  in  reply,  have  made  some  strictures  upon 
the  information  that  I  was  in  Holland,  &c,  &c.  I 
might  also  have  contrasted  the  expressions  of  good 
faith  with  the  conduct  of  the  Administration,  and  have 
observed  upon  the  idea  that  the  United  States  were 
bound  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  while,  from  the 
subsequent  parts  of  his  letter,  it  would  seem  that 
Great  Britain  is  not  bound  at  all,  or  at  most  but 
loosely.  There  is  also  a  confusion  of  language,  which 
resembles  the  stammering  of  one  who  endeavours  to 
excuse  a  misdeed,  which  he  resolves  to  commit.  Thus, 
on  the  supposition  that  completion  of  the  treaty  by 
us  is  impossible,  he  insists  that  we  shall  complete  it, 
or  make  compensation.  The  expressions  in  the  last 
clause  are,  if  possible,  more  vague  than  all  the   rest, 
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and  the  reply  might  have  been  proportionately  more 
pointed. 

My  letter  of  yesterday  contains  nothing  of  what  is 
just  stated,  although  perhaps  it  ought  to  have  noticed 
some  parts.  I  must  rely  on  your  kindness,  Sir,  both 
to  interpret  favorably  what  I  have  done,  and  to  ex- 
cuse my  omissions.  I  thought  it  best  to  heap  coals 
of  fire  on  their  heads,  and  thereby  either  bring  them 
into  our  views,  or  put  them  most  eminently  in  the 
wrong.  It  was,  moreover,  my  wish  to  draw  forth 
specific  propositions,  because  these  will  admit  of  dis- 
cussion, or  else,  if  manifestly  unjust,  they  may  not 
only  be  repelled,  but  they  will  serve  to  show  a  pre- 
determined breach  of  faith  by  them,  which  will  jus- 
tify whatever  conduct  we  may  afterwards  find  it  pro- 
per to  adopt.  If,  as  is  not  improbable,  they  should 
give  us  no  answer,  or  one  so  vague  as  to  mean  no- 
thing, I  shall  pursue,  according  to  circumstances,  my 
object  of  compelling  them  to  speak  plainly,  or  refuse 
absolutely. 

It  seems  pretty  clear,  that  they  wish  to  evade  a 
commercial  treaty,  but  not  peremptorily  to  reject  it; 
and,  therefore,  I  have  construed  into  rejection  his 
Grace's  abstruse  language,  leaving  him  the  option  to 
give  it  a  different  interpretation.  I  do  not  expect 
that  he  will,  though  he  may  perhaps  write  an  ex- 
planatory comment  more  unintelligible  than  the  text. 

I  have  some  reason  to  believe,  that  the  present 
Administration  intend  to  keep  the  posts  and  withhold 
payment  for  the  negroes.  If  so,  they  will  color  their 
breach  of  faith  by  the  best  pretexts  in  their  power. 
I  incline  to  think,  also,  that  they  consider  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  America  as  being  absolutely  un- 
necessary, and  that  they  are  persuaded  they  shall 
derive  all  the  benefit  from  our  trade,  without  treaty. 
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It  is  true  that  we  might  lay  them  under  restrictions 
in  our  ports;  but  they  believe  that  an  attempt  of 
that  sort  would  be  considered  by  one  part  of  America 
as  calculated  by  the  other  for  private  emolument, 
and  not  for  the  general  good.  The  merchants  here 
look  on  it  as  almost  impossible  for  us  to  do  without 
them;  and  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  past  expe- 
rience, and  the  present  situation  of  neighbouring  coun- 
tries,  go  far  to  justify  that  opinion.  Whether  the 
Ministers  shall  act  according  to  their  own  ideas,  or 
consult  mercantile  people,  they  will  equally,  I  think, 
repel  advances  from  us ;  and,  therefore,  it  seems  more 
prudent  to  lay  the  foundations  of  future  advantage, 
than  attempt  to  grasp  at  present  benefit  I  will  not 
pretend  to  suggest  any  measures  for  the  adoption  of 
Congress,  whose  wisdom  and  whose  sense  of  national 
honor  will  certainly  lead  them  to  act  properly,  when 
the  proper  moment  shall  present  itself.  It  will  natur* 
ally  strike  every  mind,  that  while  the  Legislature  of 
this  country  continues  to  invest  the  Executive  author- 
ity with  great  power  respecting  the  American  com- 
merce, the  Administration  here  will  have  advantages 
in  treaty,  which  can  only  be  balanced  by  similar  con- 
fidence, on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  the  Executive  of 
America. 

But  very  much  will,  I  think,  depend  upon  the  situa- 
tion of  France.  If  appearances  there  should  change, 
and  so  much  vigor  be  infused  into  the  Government 
as  would  enable  it  to  call  forth  the  national  efforts 
in  support  of  their  interest  and  honor,  a  great  revo- 
lution would  be  produced  in  the  opinions  here.  From 
the  conduct  of  the  aristocratic  hierarchy  in  the  Low 
Countries,  who  are  instigated  and  supported  by  Prus- 
sia, I  have  long  been  thoroughly  convinced  that  the 
alternative  of  war,  or  the  most  ignominious  terms  of 
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peace,  would  be  proposed  to  the  Imperial  Courts. 
Counting  upon  the  absolute  nullity  of  France,  and 
supposing  that  this  country  can  at  any  moment  inti- 
midate that  into  abject  submission,  Prussia  and  Po- 
land will,  I  think,  join  themselves  to  Turkey  and 
Sweden  against  Russia  and  Austria,  which  are  both 
exhausted,  and  one  of  them  dismembered.  Probably 
the  war  will  be  commenced  before  this  letter  reaches 
your  hands;  and  then  Britain  and  Holland  are  to  be 
the  umpires,  or  rather  dictators,  of  peace. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  touch  thus  far  upon 
the  general  system  of  European  politics,  as  it  may 
tend  to  show  that,  for  the  present,  Great  Britain  will 
rather  keep  things  in  suspense  with  us,  being  herself 
in  a  state  of  suspense  as  to  others.  I  will  not  go 
into  conjectures  about  the  events  which  will  take 
place  upon  the  Continent.  They  will,  I  believe,  as 
is  usual,  disappoint  the  projectors;  but,  be  that  as  it 
may,  our  affairs  can  derive  no  advantages  now  from 
what  shall  happen  hereafter.  I  presume  that  a  dis- 
solution of  Parliament  will  take  place  shortly,  al- 
though many  of  the  best  informed  people  think,  or 
at  least  s$y  they  think,  otherwise.  But  it  is  clear 
to  my  mind,  that  the  Administration  will  wish  to 
have  before  them  a  prospect  of  seven  years'  stability 
to  their  system,  be  that  what  it  may;  and  they  will 
not,  at  the  moment  of  a  general  election,  expose 
themselves  to  criticism  by  any  act  of  doubtful  con- 
struction. This  forms  with  them  an  additional  reason 
for  being  evasive  in  regard  to  us.  Perhaps  there 
never  was  a  moment  in  which  this  country  felt  her- 
self greater,  and  consequently  it  is  the  most  unfavor- 
able moment  to  obtain  advantageous  terms  from  her 
in  any  bargain.  But  this  appearance  is  extremely  fal- 
lacious.    Their  revenue  is  not  yet  equal   to  their  ex- 
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penditure.  Money  is  indeed  poured  in  upon  them  from 
all  quarters,  because  of  the  distracted  situation  of  af- 
fairs among  their  neighbours;  and  hence  their  stocks 
have  risen  greatly  since  the  peace,  so  that  they  can 
borrow  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent  But,  suppos- 
ing they  should  not  be  obliged  to  engage  in  the  war, 
still  there  are  two  events,  either  of  which  would 
overturn  the  fabric  of  their  prosperity.  If  France 
establishes  a  solid  system  of  finance,  then  capitalists 
will  prefer  five  per  cent,  with  her  to  four  per  cent 
from  Britain;  for,  all  other  things  being  equal,  there 
is  no  shadow  of  comparison  between  the  resources  of 
the  two  countries.  If  France  commits  a  bankruptcy, 
the  disorders  consequent  thereon  will  doubtless  be 
violent;  but,  the  storm  once  passed,  she  would  be 
able  to  make  greater  exertions,  by  her  annual  re- 
sources, than  Britain  could  compass  by  every  pos- 
sible anticipation  of  credit.  There  is  a  middle  situa- 
tion, between  sinking  and  swimming,  in  which  the 
French  finances  may  flounder  on  for  some  time  to 
come,  but  even  this  state  of  wretchedness  will  pro- 
duce rather  evil  than  good  to  Great  Britain;  for  she 
has  already  reaped  all  the  harvest  which  could  be 
gathered  from  the  distress  of  her  neighbours,  and 
must  necessarily  lose  the  benefits  of  the  famous  com- 
mercial treaty,  in  proportion  as  the  resources  of  her 
customer  are  cut  off*. 

Under  the  various  contingencies  which  present 
themselves  to  my  contemplation,  and  there  are  many 
which  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  perusal  of,  it 
appears  clearly,  that  the  favorable  moment  for  us  to 
treat  is  not  yet  come.  It  is  indeed  the  moment  for 
this  country,  and  they  seem  determined  to  let  it  pass 
away.  I  must  again  entreat  your  indulgence,  Sir,  for 
this   long   and  desultory  letter.    Accept,  I  pray  you, 


OFFICIAL    AND    PRIVATE.  335 

the  assurances  of  that  respect  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 

GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  MOUSTD3R. 

Paris,  11  May,  1790. 

Sib, 

The  desire  which  I  have  had  to  multiply  the  por- 
trait, which  Madame  de  Brehan  has  made  of  you,  has 
deprived  her  of  the  original  for  five  months,  which 
Jmls  remained,  during  that  time,  in  the  hands  of  the 
engraver.  Our  citizens,  of  all  denominations,  are,  at 
this  day,  more  or  less  taken  off  from  their  habitual 
occupations;  and  their  functions,  civil  or  military,  ab- 
sorb the  greater  part  of  their  time,  employed  in  try- 
ing to  establish  liberty  between  despotism,  which  has 
been  overturned,  and  licentiousness,  which  is  eager 
to  replace  it. 

Accept,  with  goodness,  I  pray  Sir,  the  homage 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  make,  in  the  accompany- 
ing proofs.  Madame  de  Brehan  will  profit  of  the 
first  certain  opportunity  which  presents,  to  address  to 
Madame  Washington  the  medallion  intended  for  her. 
In  the  mean  time,  she  will  make  a  copy  of  the  ori- 
ginal for  herself. 

The  country,  in  which  I  dwell  at  this  moment, 
ought  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  that  which  I 
knew  before  I  went  to  America.  If  excesses  procure 
but  rarely  the  happiness  which  they  hold  out,  the 
virtuous  and  prudent  part  of  the  French  nation  ought 
to  tremble.  a  Without  proper  men  to  govern,  the  best 
laws  are   a  mere  dead  letter,"  said   a  sage  to  me,  a 
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short  time  before  my  departure  from  the  United 
States.  Who,  more  than  we,  ought  at  this. day  to  be 
convinced  of  it?  The  kingdom  of  France  has  been 
deeply  wounded,  and  the  remedies  employed  in  its 
cure  may  prove  fatal  I  fear  that  many  of  those 
employed  in  restoring  us,  are  not  sincere,  or  sufficient- 
ly enlightened.  There  are,  among  the  principals,  men 
of  whom  I  have  suspended  my  judgment  till  now. 
We  cannot  sound  their  intentions;  actions  wear,  fre- 
quently, different  aspects.  Time  indicates  what  ought 
to  fix  opinion. 

I  experience  a  solace  of  the  chagrins,  caused  by 
the  situation  of  my  own  country,  in  learning  the  state 
of  yours,  Sir,  which  has  the  happiness  of  being  guid- 
ed by  a  Chief  capable  of  giving  life  to  the  laws. 
No  one  more  sincerely  and  feelingly  interests  himself 
than  I  do,  in  the  successes  of  the  United  States,  and, 
particularly,  in  yours.  I  avow,  frankly,  that  I  cannot 
conceive  the  possibility  of  maintaining  the  prosperity 
of  a  great  empire  without  great  means,  and,  conse- 
quently, without  great  force  in  the  execution.  It  was 
not  necessary,  to  be  convinced  of  this,  that  I  should, 
within  two  years,  become  a  witness  of  two  revolu- 
tions in  opposite  senses ;  —  in  seeing,  on  one  side,  a 
great  Executive  power  created;  on  the  other,  one  al- 
together established,  overturned,  and  which  he,  who 
was  clothed  with  it,  offered  of  himself  to  regulate  by 
the  usage  of  wise  laws.  The  want  of  this  great  and 
indispensable  resource  holds  us,  at  this  day,  in  an 
anarchy,  which  ♦  cannot  cease  but  by  the  establishment 
of  this  legal  resource,  and  for  which  I  cannot  see  a 
substitute,  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of  ambi- 
tious and  metaphysical  men.     I  am,  with  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

The  Count  de  Moustese. 
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FROM  THOMAS   PAINE. 

London,  81  May,  1790. 

Sir, 

By  Mr.  James  Morris,  who  sailed  in  the  May- 
packet,  I  transmitted  you  a  letter  from  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette,  at  the  same  time  informing  you  that 
the  Marquis  had  intrusted  to  my  charge  the  key 
of  the  Bastille,  and  a  drawing  of  that  prison,  as  a 
present  to  your  Excellency.  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Jr. 
had  intended  coining  in  the  ship.  Marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette and  I  had  chosen  that  opportunity  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transmitting  the  present;  but  the  ship  not 
sailing  at  the  time  appointed,  Mr.  Rutledge  takes 
his  passage  in  the  packet,  and  I  have  committed  to 
his  care  those  trophies  of  liberty,  which  I  know  it 
will  give  you  pleasure  to  receive.  The  French  revo- 
lution is  not  only  complete,  but  triumphant;  and  the 
envious  disposition  of  this  nation  is  compelled  to  own 
the  magnanimity  with  which  it  has  been  conducted. 

The  political  hemisphere  is  again  clouded  by  a  dis- 
pute between  England  and  Spain;  the  circumstances 
of  which  you  will  hear  before  this  letter  can  arrive. 
A  messenger  was  sent  from  hence  the  6th  instant 
to  Madrid,  with  very  peremptory  demands,  and  to 
wait  there  only  forty-eight  hours.  His  return  has 
been  expected  for  two  or  three  days  past.  I  was 
this  morning  at  the  Marquis  del  Campo's;  but  no- 
thing is  yet  arrived.  Mr.  Rutledge  sets  off  at  four 
o'clock  this  afternoon ;  but,  should  any  news  arrive 
before  the  making  up' the  mail  on  Wednesday,  June 
2d,  I  will  forward  it  to  you  under  cover. 

The  views  of  this  Court,  as  well  as  of  the  nation, 
so  far  as  they  extend  to  South  America,  are   not  for 

vol.  iv.  29 
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the  purpose  of  freedom,  but  conquest.  They  already 
talk  of  sending  some  of  the  young  branches  to  reign 
over  them,  and  to  pay  off  their  national  debt  with 
the  produce  of  the  mines.  The  bondage  of  those  coun- 
tries will,  as  far  as  I  can  perceive,  be  prolonged  by 
what  this  Court  has  in  contemplation. 

My  bridge  is  arrived,  and  I  have  engaged  a  place 
to  erect  it  in.  A  little  time  will  determine  its  fate; 
but  I  yet  see  no  cause  to  doubt  of  its  success, 
though  it  is  very  probable  that  a  war,  should  it 
break  out,  will,  as  in  all  new  things,  prevent  its  pro- 
gress, so  far  as  regards  profits. 

In  the  partition,  in  the  box  which  contains  the  key 
of  the  Bastille,  I  have  put  up  half  a  dozen  razors, 
manufactured  from  cast-steel,  made  at  the  works 
where  the  bridge  was  constructed,  which  I  request 
you  to  accept  as  a  little  token  from  a  very  grateful 
heart.  I  received,  about  a  week  ago,  a  letter  from 
Mr.  G.  Clymer.  It  is  dated  the  4th  of  February,  but 
has  been  travelling  ever  since.  I  request  you  to  ac- 
knowledge it  for  me,  and  that  I  will  answer  it  when 
my  bridge  is  erected.  With  much  affection  to  all  my 
friends,  and  many  wishes  to  see  them  again,  I  am, 
Sir,  your  much 

Obliged  and  obedient,  humble  servant. 

Thomas  Paine. 


FROM   JOSEPH   MANDRILLON  * 

Paris,  1  June,  1790. 

General, 
The  letter  with  which  your  Excellency  has  honored 

*  He  had  formerly  been  in  America.    See  an  account  of  his  vari- 
ous writings  in  the  Biographie  Universelle,  Art  Mandrillox. 
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me,  ot  the  29th  of  August  last,  and  which  accom- 
panied a  copy  of  that  excellent  work,  the  a  History 
of  the  Insurrection  in  Massachusetts,"  is  a  new  favor, 
which  I  appreciate  in  all  its  extent;  happy  if,  with 
the  aid  of  your  indulgence,  I  may  be  able  to  justify 
the  good  opinion  which  you  have  of  my  zeal  and 
eternal  devotion  to  the  American  cause. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Morris,  the  bearer  of  the  above- 
mentioned  letter,  I  have  seen  but  few  men  so  well 
instructed  in  the  interests  of  his  country,  and  in 
those  of  Europe.  I  regret  much  not  to  have  had  his 
acquaintance,  but  in  the  moment  when  I  was  setting 
out  for  France.  Some  friends  have  undertaken  to 
supply  my  place,  and  to  offer  to  the  worthy  American 
all  their  zeal  and  attachment.  I  have  employed  my- 
self, since  I  have  been  in  Paris,  in  translating  the 
History  of  the  Insurrection.  I  shall  be  ready  in  a 
couple  of  months,  and  I  will  hasten  to  send  to  your 
Excellency  a  copy  of  the  translation,  to  which  I  shall 
give  every  attention  to  render  it  with  fidelity. 

You  know,  General,  the  fatal  consequences  of 
the  invasion  of  the  Prussian  troops  in  Holland,  and 
the  abandonment  in  which  France  has  been  forced  to 
leave  us  at  that  epoch.  I  have  shared,  in  some  sort, 
the  fate  of  the  friends  of  the  country,  by  the  confi- 
dence which  the  Government  then  reposed  in  me.  Im- 
patient to  emancipate  myself  from  the  yoke  under 
which  the  Hollanders  bent,  I  determined  to  come  to 
reside  in  Paris ;  in  fine,  to  live  more  free,  and  to 
trace  more  nearly  the  effects  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion in  regard  to  us,  since  we  can  only  hope  for  safety 
from  their  succour.  The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  the 
worthy  emulant  and  friend  of  your  Excellency,  covers 
himself  with  glory  in  France ;  and  if  the  guardian 
genius  of  France  preserves   him  to  them,  he  will  en- 
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joy  the  sweet  satisfaction  of  having  done  that  for  his 
fellow-citizens,  which  your  Excellency  has  done  for 
America.  I  have  the  honor  sometimes  to  see  this 
young  hero,  and  I  should  desire  much  to  make  my 
zeal  and  my  services  agreeable  to  him;  but,  little  ac- 
customed to  ask  places  for  myself,  and  maladroit  in 
soliciting,  I  have  energy  only  for  others.  Perhaps  M. 
Lafayette  will  give  me  some  department,  when  he 
knows  that,  without  renouncing  the  interests  of  Hol- 
land, I  may  be  of  some  utility  in  France.  Our  Dutch 
refugees  desire,  and  interest  themselves  in  it 

I  propose  publishing  my  memoirs  relative  to  the 
negotiation  with  which  I  have  been  charged  in  Prus- 
sia, in  which  will  be  developed  all  the  secret  causes, 
which  have  served  as  the  basis  of  the  odious  policy 
of  England,  Prussia,  and  the  House  of  Orange.  This 
work  will  proscribe  me  from  Holland,  while  the  pre- 
sent system  subsists ;  but  I  would  rather  fulfil  my 
task  by  a  new  sacrifice,  than  maintain  any  longer  a 
silence  from  which  my  fellow-citizens  can  draw  no 
advantage.  I  recommend  myself,  General,  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  precious  esteem.  I  refer  to  the 
desires  and  motives,  in  my  last  letters;  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  say,  with  the  most  profound  veneration, 
I  am,  General, 

Tour  most  humble,  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Mandbillon. 


FROM   CHARLES  COTESWORTH  PINCKNEY. 

Charleston,  19  June,  1790. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you,  for  having  favored 
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me  with  introductory  letters  for  my  nephew,  Mr. 
Horry.  It  will  give  him  an  opportunity  of  travelling 
with  such  great  advantage,  that  every  improvement 
he  may  thereby  acquire,  I  shall  always  with  gratitude 
attribute  to*  your  benevolent  patronage. 

We  have  lately  ratified  a  new  Constitution  for  this 
State.  You  will  at  once  see  that  it  is  by  no  means 
perfect ;  but,  considering  the  different  interests  in  this 
State,  it  is  the  best  we  could  make,  and  the  repre- 
sentation is  calculated  to  give  numbers  and  wealth 
their  proper  influence.  By  it,  the  poor  will  be  pro- 
tected in  their  freedom,  and  the  rich  in  their  proper- 
ty ;  and  it  is  attended  with  one  great  advantage,  that 
might  not  perhaps  attend  a  Constitution  theoretically 
perfect;  it  gives  general  satisfaction,  both  to  the  up- 
per and  lower  parts  of  the  country,  and  was  ratified 
unanimously.  The  Convention,  before  they  dissolved 
themselves,  prepared  and  directed  an  address  to  you. 
The  Legislature  which  met  last  January,  did  not 
present  an  address ;  because,  as  the  Convention  was 
to  meet  in  May,  it  was  thought  that  an  address  from 
the  Legislature  could  not  so  properly  or  forcibly  ex- 
press the  sentiments  and  gratitude  of  South  Carolina, 
as  the  Convention  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Henry  Middleton  (grandson  of  the  deceased 
Mr.  Henry  Middleton,  who  served  with  you  in  the 
first  Congress,  and  the  son  of  the  deceased  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Middleton,  whom  you  may  remember  in  some 
subsequent  Congresses)  will  have  the  honor  of  deli- 
vering you  this.  He  is  travelling  through  the  Mid- 
dle and  Northern  States,  for  his  improvement,  and  I 
have  desired  him  to  take  charge  of  this  letter,  that 
he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  paying  his  respects 
to  you,  as  he  passes  through  New  York.  I  have  the 
29* 
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honor  to  be,  with   great   gratitude  and  respect,  your 
much  obliged 

And  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney. 


FROM   JOHN   PARADISE. 

[Without  date.    Received  in  Jane,  1790.] 

Sir, 
I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  me  by 
my  friend  Count  Andriani,  of  conveying  to  you  an 
Ode,  which  Count  Alfieri,  the  author  of  it,  desired  me 
long  ago  to  convey  to  you.  The  rambling,  and  of 
course  unsettled  condition,  I  have  been  in  since  my 
return  to  Europe,  has  entirely  put  it  out  of  my  power 
to  comply  sooner  with  Count  Alfierfs  request;  and 
this  unpleasant  condition,  added  to  an  apprehension 
of  being  troublesome,  has  likewise  deprived  me  of  the 
satisfaction  of  joining  my  most  sincere  congratulations 
with  those  of  my  fellow-citizens,  on  the  auspicious 
event  which  has  placed  you,  the  object  of  our  vene- 
ration, love,  confidence,  and  gratitude,  at  the  helm  of 
our  Government  That  you  may  long,  Sir,  live  to 
make  our  country  prosper,  is,  I  can  assure  you,  the 
most  ardent  wish,  not  only  of  us  Americans,  but  of 
all  those  Europeans  also,  who,  sensible  of  the  value 
of  liberty,  know  how  much  indebted  they  are  to  the 
example,  which  the  glorious  cause  you  have  so  nobly 
defended,  has  given  to  the  world,  for  the  rapid  and 
successful  strides  that  are  now  making  in  a  consider- 
able part  of  Europe,  towards  the  attainment  of  that 
invaluable  blessing. 
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There  is  not  a  more  popular  man  in  France,  than 
our  gallant  Marquis,  your  pupil;  nor  indeed  can  po- 
pularity be  more  justly  merited.  His  actions  are 
directed  by  the  purest  views,  and  his  glory  consists 
in  doing  good  to  mankind.  May  his  labors,  therefore, 
be  crowned  with  success!  Count  Andriani  is  a  noble- 
man from  Milan,  highly  distinguished  by  every  valu- 
able endowment,  and  deserving  of  the  honor  of  being 
presented  to  you.  As  he  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  affairs  of  Europe,  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say  at  present,  than  to  offer  my  most  respectful  com- 
pliments to  Mrs.  Washington,  and  subscribe  myself 
with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obliged,  and 
Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Paradise. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  28  August,  1790. 

My  dear  General, 

What  could  have  been  my  feelings,  had  the  news 
of  your  illness  reached  me  before  I  knew  my  beloved 
General,  my  adoptive  father,  was  out  of  danger?  I 
was  struck  with  horror  at  the  idea  of  the  situation 
you  have  been  in,  while  I,  uninformed  and  so  distant 
from  you,  was  anticipating  the  long  waited-for  plea- 
sure to  hear  from  you,  and  the  still  more  endearing 
prospect  to  visit  you,  and  present  you  the  tribute  of 
a  revolution,  one  of  your  first  offsprings. 

For  God's  sake,  my  dear  General,  take  care  of 
your  health !  Do  not  devote  yourself  so  much  to  the 
Cabinet,  while  your  habit  of  life  has,  from  your  young 
years,  accustomed  you  to  constant  exercise.  Tour 
conservation  is  the  life  of  your  friends,  the  salvation 
of  your  country.     It  is  for  you  a  religious  duty,  not 
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to  neglect  what  may  concern  your  health.  I  beg  you 
will  let  me  oftener  hear  from  you.  I  write  when  an 
opportunity  offers;  and  to  my  great  sorrow  I  hear 
my  letters  must  have  miscarried,  or  been  detained. 
But,  as* our  correspondence  can  have  no  other  bounds 
but  the  opportunities  to  write,  it  was  not  a  reason, 
give  me  leave  to  say,  for  you  to  miss  any  that  may 
have  offered;  and  you  may  easily  guess  what  I  am 
exposed  to  suffer,  what  would  have  been  my  situa- 
tion, had  I  known  your  illness  before  the  news  of 
your  recovery  had  comforted  a  heart  so  affectionately 
devoted  to  you. 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  by  two  gentlemen  (one 
of  them  an  artillery  officer)  who  are  going  to  settle  on 
the  banks  of  the  famed  Scioto.  How  profitable  the 
scheme  may  be  to  them,  I  do  not  determine;  but,  as 
they  personally  are  entitled  to  regard,  and  are  much 
recommended  to  me,  I  beg  you  will  honor  them  with 
your  kind  reception  and  good  advices. 

The  proceedings  of  the  National  Assembly  cannot 
fail  being  known  to  you.  We  have  run  or  cut  down 
every  thing  that  was,  and  perhaps  it  was  the  only 
way  to  get  rid  of  the  innumerable  obstacles  that  op- 
posed our  revolution.  We  afterwards  have  made  an 
immense  emission  of  resolves,  constitutional,  legisla- 
tive, administrative;  and,  of  the  latter,  a  great  deal 
too  much.  Happy  it  has  been  for  us,  that  I  per- 
suaded the  Assembly  to  begin  with  a  declaration  of 
rights ;  as,  among  our  decrees,  few  may  be  found  that 
are  not  consonant  with  the  most  perfect  principles  of 
natural  rights ;  so  that,  our  errors  being  on  the  popu- 
lar side,  and  of  the  speculative  turn,  monarchical  in- 
fluence and  practice  will  fit  us  to  meet,  in  a  few 
years,  a  second  Convention;  while,  had  we  got  half- 
way only,  or  taken  another  rule  than  that  of  nature, 
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it  would  have  been  impossible  to  conquer  our  diffi- 
culties, or  destroy  our  prejudices.  It  is  from  such  a 
motive  that  I  have  been  so  eager  to  root  out,  not 
only  the  reality,  but  even  the  smallest  appearance,  of 
aristocracy  among  us. 

Now  we  are  disturbed  with  revolts  among  the  re- 
giments; and  as  I  am  constantly  attacked  on  both 
sides,  by  the  aristocratic  and  factious  party,  I  do  not 
know  to  which  of  the  two  we  owe  these  insurrec- 
tions. Our  safeguard  against  them  is  with  the  nar 
tional  guard.  There  is  more  than  a  million  of  armed 
citizens ;  among  them  patriotism  reigns,  and  my  in- 
fluence with  them  is  as  great  as  if  I  had  accepted 
the  chief  command.  I  have  lately  lost  some  of  my 
favor  with  the  mob,  and  displeased  the  frantic  lovers 
of  licentiousness,  as  I  am  bent  on  establishing  a  le- 
gal subordination;  but  the  nation  at  large  are  very 
thankful  to  me  for  it  It  is  not  out  of  the  heads  of 
the  aristocrats,  to  make  a  counter  revolution.  Nay, 
they  do  what  they  can  with  all  the  crowned  heads 
of  Europe,  who  hate  us ;  but  I  think  their  plans  will 
be  either  abandoned  or  unsuccessful.  I  am  rather 
more  concerned  with  a  division  that  rages  in  the 
popular  party.  The  clubs  of  the  Jacobins,  and  of 
Eighty-Nine,  as  it  is  called,  have  divided  the  friends 
of  liberty,  who  accuse  each  other;  the  Jacobins  be- 
ing taxed  with  a  disorderly  extravagance,  and  Eighty- 
Nino  with  a  tincture  of  ministerialism  and  ambition. 
I  am  endeavouring  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation. 
The  affair  of  the  6th  of  October  will  be  reported  in 
the  House  next  week.  I  do  not  think  there  will  be 
against  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  am  sure  there  are 
not  against  Mirabeau,  sufficient  charges  to  impeach 
them.  There  is  something  cloudy  in  the  present  sys- 
tem of  those   two  men,  although   they  do   not   seem 
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actually  connected.     They  are  both  cowards,  but  the 
prince  most  particularly  so. 

I  hope  our  business  will  end  with  the  year,  at 
which  time  this  so-much  blackened,  this  ambitious 
dictator,  your  friend,  will  most  deliciously  enjoy  the 
happiness  to  give  up  all  power,  all  political  cares, 
and  to  become  a  private  citizen  in  a  free  monarchy, 
the  Constitution  of  which,  although  I  could  not  help 
its  being  defective  now,  will  lay  a  foundation  for  the 
most  excellent  one  to  be  made  in  a  few  years. 

The  people  begin  to  be  a  little  tired  with  the  re- 
volution and  the  Assembly;  one  part  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  French  temper  and  numberless  private  losses; 
the  other  part  owing  to  the  faults  of  the  Assembly, 
the  intrigues  and  the  ambition  of  most  of  its  lead- 
ers. But  we  have  got  wind  enough  to  run  the  ship 
into  the  harbour. 

I  depend  on  my  friend  Short  to  give  you  political 
intelligence.  His  abUities,  zeal,  and  the  affection  and 
esteem  he  enjoys,  put  him  in  a  situation  to  give  you 
the  best  information.  Mr.  Jefferson  and  myself  know 
his  worth,  and  can  warrant  it.  He  is  a  most  valu- 
able man  to  do  American  business  here.  My  best 
respects  wait  on  Mrs.  Washington.  I  beg  you  to 
present  my  tenderest  compliments  to  Hamilton,  Knox, 
Jefferson.  Be  so  kind  as  to  show  them  my  letter, 
as  well  as  to  Mr.  Jay,  to  whom  I  also  beg  my  affec- 
tionate compliments,  and  to  all  friends. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General.  Madame  de  Lafayette 
and  family  join  in  affectionate  respects  to  you  and 
Mrs.  Washington.  Most  tenderly  and  respectfully  I 
have  the  honor  to  be, 

My  beloved  General,  your  devoted  friend, 

Lafayette. 
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FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON,  SECRETARY   OF   STATE  * 

28  August,  1790. 

I  am  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of 
the  dangers  which  will  attend  our  Government,  if 
Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  be  added  to  the  British 
empire,  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  to  make  our- 
selves parties  in  the  general  war  expected  to  take 
place,  should  this  be  the  only  means  of  preventing 
the  calamity.  But  I- think  we  should  defer  this  step 
as  long  as  possible  j  because  war  is  full  of  chances, 
which  may  relieve  us  from  the  necessity  of  interfere 
ing;  and  if  necessary,  still  the  later  we  interfere, 
the  better  we  shall  be  prepared. 

It  is  often,  indeed,  more  easy  to  prevent  the  cap- 
ture of  a  place  than  to  retake  it  Should  it  be  so 
in   the   case   in  question,  the  difference   between   the 


*  This  letter,  and  the  one  which  follows  it  from  Mr.  Adams,  were 
written  in  reply  to  the  following  queries  proposed  by  the  President 

"Provided  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  should  come 
to  the  decision  of  arms,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances  (individually 
unimportant  and  inconclusive,  but  very  much  the  reverse  when  compared 
and  combined)  there  is  no  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  New  Orleans  and 
the  Spanish  posts  above  it,  on  the  Mississippi,  will  be  among  the  first 
attempts  of  the  former,  and  that  the  reduction  of  them  will  be  under- 
taken by  a  combined  operation  from  Detroit 

"  The  consequences  of  having  so  formidable  and  enterprising  a  people 
as  the  British  on  both  our  flanks  and  rear,  with  their  navy  in  front,  as 
they  respect  our  western  settlements,  which  may  be  seduced  thereby,  as 
they  regard  the  security  of  the  Union,  and  its  commerce  with  the  West 
Indies,  are  too  obvious  to  need  enumeration. 

"What,  then,  should  be  the  answer  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  to  Lord  Dorchester,  in  case  he  should  apply  for  permission  to 
march  troops  through  the  territory  of  the  said  States,  from  Detroit  to 
the  Mississippi  ? 

"  What  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  the  measure  if  it  should  be 
undertaken  without  leave,  which  is  the  most  probable  proceeding  of 
the  two?" 
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two  operations  of  preventing  and  retaking,  will  not 
be  so  costly  as  two,  three,  or  four  years  more  of 
war.  So  that  I  am  for  preserving  neutrality  as  long, 
and  entering  into  the  war  as  late,  as  possible. 

If  this  be  the  best  course,  it  decides,  in  a  good 
degree,  what  should  be  our  conduct,  if  the  British 
ask  leave  to  march  troops  through  our  territory,  or 
march  them  without  leave.  It  is  well  enough  agreed, 
in  the  law  of  nations,  that  for  a  neutral  power  to 
give  or  refuse  permission  to  the  troops  of  either  bel- 
ligerent party  to  pass  through  their  territory,  is  no 
breach  of  neutrality,  provided  the  same  refusal  or 
permission  be  extended  to  the  other  party.  If  we 
give  leave  of  passage,  then,  to  the  British  troops, 
Spain  will  have  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against 
us,  provided  we  extend  the  same  leave  to  her,  when 
demanded.  If  we  refuse  (as  indeed  we  have  a  right 
to  do),  and  the  troops  should  pass  notwithstanding, 
of  which  there  can  be  little  doubt,  we  shall  stand 
committed.  For  either  we  must  enter  immediately  into 
the  war,  or  pocket  an  acknowledged  insult  in  the 
face  of  the  world  ;  and  one  insult  pocketed,  soon  pro- 
duces another. 

There  is,  indeed,  a  middle  course,  which  I  should 
be  inclined  to  prefer;  that  is,  to  avoid  giving  any 
answer.  They  will  proceed  notwithstanding;  but,  to 
do  this  under  our  silence,  will  admit  of  palliation,  and 
produce  apologies  from  military  necessity,  and  will 
leave  us  free  to  pass  it  over  without  dishonor,  or  to 
make  it  a  handle  of  quarrel  hereafter,  if  we  should 
have  use  for  it  as  such.  But,  if  we  are  obliged  to 
give  an  answer,  I  think  the  occasion  not  such  as 
should  induce  us  to  hazard  that  answer  which  might 
commit  us  to  the  war  at  so  early  a  stage  of  it ;  and 
therefore,  that  the  passage  should  be  permitted. 
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If  they  should  pass  without  having  asked  leave,  I 
should  be  for  expressing  our  dissatisfaction  to  the 
British  Court,  and  keeping  alive  an  altercation  on 
the  subject,  till  events  should  decide  whether  it  is 
most  expedient  to  accept  their  apologies,  or  profit 
of  the  aggression  as  a  cause  of  war. 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM   JOHN  ADAMS,   VICE-PRESIDENT. 

New  York,  29  August,  1790. 

Sir, 

That  New  Orleans  and  the  Spanish  posts  on  the 
Mississippi  will  be  among  the  first  attempts  of  the 
English,  in  case  of  a  war  with  Spain,  appears  very 
probable ;  and  that  a  combined  operation  from  Detroit 
would  be  convenient  to  that  end,  cannot  be  doubted. 
The  consequences  on  the  western  settlements,  on  the 
commerce  with  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  general 
security  and  tranquillity  of  the  American  Confedera- 
tion, of  having  them  in  our  rear  and  on  both  our 
flanks,  with  their  navy  in  front,  are  very  obvious. 

The  interest  of  the  United  States  duly  weighed, 
and  their  duty  conscientiously  considered,  point  out 
to  them,  in  the  case  of  such  a  war,  a  neutrality,  as 
long  as  it  may  be  practicable.  The  people  of  these 
States  would  not  willingly  support  a  war,  and  the  pre- 
sent Government  has  not  strength  to  command,  nor 
enough  of  the  general  confidence  of  the  nation  to 
draw,  the  men  or  money  necessary,  until  the  grounds, 
causes,  and  necessity  of  it  should  become  generally 
known  and  universally  approved.  A  pacific  charac- 
ter,  in   opposition  to   a  warlike   temper,  a   spirit   of 
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conquest,  or  a  disposition  to  military  enterprise,  is  of 
great  importance  to  us  to  preserve,  in  Europe ;  and 
therefore  we  should  not  engage,  even  in  defensive 
war,  until  the  necessity  of  it  should  become  apparent, 
or,  at  least,  until  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  make 
it  manifest  in  Europe  as  well  as  at  home. 

In  order  to  preserve  an  honest  neutrality,  or  even 
the  reputation  of  a  disposition  to  it,  the  United  States 
must  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  every  real  wrong, 
and  even  every  appearance  of  injury  to  either  party. 
To  grant  to  Lord  Dorchester,  in  case  he  should  re- 
quest it,  permission  to  march  troops  through  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  from  Detroit  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, would  not  only  have  an  appearance,  offensive 
to  the  Spaniards,  of  partiality  to  the  English,  but 
would  be  a  real  injury  to  Spain.  The  answer,  there- 
fore, to  his  Lordship,  should  be  a  refusal,  in  terms 
clear  and  decided,  but  guarded  and  dignified;  in  a 
manner  which  no  person  has  more  at  command  than 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

If  a  measure  so  daring,  offensive,  and  hostile,  as 
the  march  of  troops  through  our  territory,  to  attack  a 
friend,  should  be  hazarded  by  the  English,  without 
leave,  or  especially  after  a  refusal,  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  answer  the  question,  what  notice  ought  to  be  taken 
of  it. 

The  situation  of  our  country  is  not  like  that  of  most 
of  the  nations  in  Europe.  They  have,  generally,  large 
numbers  of  inhabitants  in  narrow  territories.  We  have 
small  numbers,  scattered  over  vast  regions.  The  coun- 
try through  which  the  Britons  must  pass,  from  De- 
troit to  the  Mississippi,  is,  I  suppose,  so  thinly  inha- 
bited, and  at  such  a  distance  from  all  the  populous 
settlements,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  collect  militia  or  march 
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troops  sufficient  to  resist  the  enterprise.  After  the 
step  shall  have  been  taken,  there  are  but  two  ways 
for  us  to  proceed ;  one  is  war,  and  the  other,  negotiar 
tion.  Spain  would  probably  remonstrate  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States ;  but  whether  she  should 
or  not,  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  re- 
monstrate to  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  It  would 
not  be  expected,  I  suppose,  by  our  friends  or  ene- 
mies, that  the  United  States  should  declare  war  at 
once.  Nations  are  not  obliged  to  declare  war  for 
every  injury,  or  even  hostility.  A  tacit  acquiescence, 
under  such  an  outrage,  would  be  misinterpreted  on 
all  hands;  by  Spain,  as  inimical  to  her,  and  by  Bri- 
tain, as  the  effect  of  weakness,  disunion,  and  pusillar 
nimity.  Negotiation,  then,  is  the  only  other  alterna- 
tive. 

Negotiation,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  is  at- 
tended with  peculiar  difficulties.  As  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  twice  proposed  to  the  United  States  an 
exchange  of  Ministers,  once  through  Mr.  Hartley,  and 
once  through  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  and  when  the 
United  States  agreed  to  the  proposition,  flew  from  it ; 
to  send  a  Minister  again  to  St  James's,  till  that  Court 
explicitly  promises  to  send  one  to  America,  is  a  hu- 
miliation to  which  the  United  States  ought  never  to 
submit  A  remonstrance,  from  Sovereign  to  Sovereign, 
cannot  be  sent  but  by  an  Ambassador  of  some  order  or 
other;  from  Minister  of  State  to  Minister  of  State,  it 
might  be  transmitted  in  many  other  ways.  A  remon- 
strance, in  the  form  of  a  letter  from  the  American  Mi- 
nister of  State  to  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  or  whoever  may 
be  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  might  be 
transmittedrthrough  an  Envoy,  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
or  Ambassador  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
at  Paris,  Madrid,  or  the  Hague,  and  through  the  British 
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Ambassador  at  either  of  those  Courts.  The  utmost 
length  that  can  be  now  gone,  with  dignity,  would 
be  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  London,  with 
instructions  to  present  his  credentials,  demand  an 
audience,  make  his  remonstrance ;  but  to  make  no 
establishment,  and  demand  his  audience  of  leave,  and 
quit  the  kingdom  in  one,  two,  or  three  months,  if  a 
Minister  of  equal  degree  were  not  appointed,  and  actu- 
ally sent,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  from 
the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  a  misfortune  that,  in  these  critical  moments 
and  circumstances,  the  United  States  have  not  a  Mi- 
nister of  large  views,  mature  age,  information,  and 
judgment,  and  strict  integrity,  at  the  Courts  of 
France,  Spain,  London,  and  the  Hague.  Early  and 
authentic  intelligence  from  those  Courts  may  be  of 
more  importance  than  the  expense ;  but,  as  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the  Legis- 
latures, are  of  a  different  opinion,  they  have  made  a 
very  scanty  provision  for  but  a  part  of  such  a  sys- 
tem. As  it  is,  God  knows  where  the  men  are  to  be 
found  who  are  qualified  for  such  missions,  and  would 
undertake  them.  By  an  experience  of  ten  years, 
which  made  me  too  unhappy  at  the  time  to  be  ever 
forgotten,  I  know  that  every  artifice  which  can  de- 
ceive, every  temptation  which  can  operate  on  hope 
or  fear,  ambition  or  avarice,  pride  or  vanity,  the  love 
of  society,  pleasure,  or  amusement,  will  be  employed 
to  divert  and  warp  them  from  the  true  line  of  their 
duty,  and  the  impartial  honor  and  interest  of  their 
country. 

To  the  superior  lights  and  information  derived  from 
office,  the  more  serene  temper  and  profound  judgment 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  these  crude 
and  hasty  thoughts   concerning  the  points  proposed, 
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are   humbly   submitted,  with  every  sentiment  of  re- 
spect and  sincere  attachment,  by  his 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 


FROM   THOMAS   MARSHALL. 

Woodford  County,  11  September,  1790, 

Sir, 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  inclose  to  you  a  Ken- 
tucky paper,  wherein  is  published  an  extract  from 
one  of  Mr.  Brown's  letters  respecting  the  Spanish 
business.  My  reason  for  doing  this  is,  that  you  may 
judge  how  far  it  confirms  a  representation  I  formerly 
had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  on  that  subject  The 
part  I  then  publicly  took  in  this  affair,  has  entirely 
excluded  me  from  any  knowledge  of  his  subsequent 
communications  to  his  confidential  friends. 

You  will  discover,  by  the  paper  I  send  you,  to 
what  lengths  matters  have  been  carried.  Every  thing 
relative  to  this  matter,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Brown, 
has,  by  his  friends  and  coadjutors,  been  denied  or 
concealed,  which  has  produced  a  necessity  for  the  in- 
closed publication.  I  shall  only  take  the  liberty  of 
adding,  that  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
district  appear  to  be  well  disposed  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  though  they  have,  through  the 
influence  and  industry  of  his  confidential  friends,  again 
elected  Mr.  Brown  to  Congress;  and  that  our  official 
and  influential  characters  having  taken  the  oath  to 
support  the  General  Government,  together  with  the 
position  the  Continental  troops  have  taken,  in  my 
opinion  leaves  us  little  to  fear,  at  present,  from  the 
machinations  of  any  Spanish  party. 
30* 
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That  God  may  bless   and  preserve   you,   and    that 
the  United    States   may  long   continue   to   enjoy    the 
happiness  of  your  government  and  protection,  is    the 
most  fervent  prayer   of  one,  who   has   the   honor    to 
be,  with  the  most  respectful  esteem  and  sincerity, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Marshall. 


FROM  ALEXANDER   HAMILTON,   SECRETARY   OP    THE    TREASURY. 

New  York,  17  October,  1790. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  by  the  last  post.  It  is  certainly  very 
possible,  that  motives  different  from  the  one  avowed, 
may  have  produced  a  certain  communication;  and  in 
matters  of  such  a  nature,  it  is  not  only  allowable, 
but  the  dictate  of  prudence,  to  receive  suggestions 
with  peculiar  caution. 

A  British  packet  arrived  yesterday.  The  accounts 
she  brings  are  all  of  a  warlike  aspect  I  have  ex- 
tracted from  an  English  paper  the  inclosed  decree  of 
the  National  Assembly  of  France,  which,  though  of  a 
qualified  tenor,  looks  pretty  directly  towards  the 
eventual  supporting  of  Spain.  The  English  papers 
hold  it  up  as  a  decisive  indication  of  a  disposition  to 
do  so.  And  it  is  said,  in  some  of  the  letters  which 
have  been  received,  that  positive  orders  have  been 
sent  to  Lord  Howe  to  fight,  if  he  can  find  an  oppor- 
tunity. The  papers  announce  a  second  fleet  of  fifteen 
sail  of  the  line,  ready  to  rendezvous  at  Portsmouth, 
to  be  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Hood;  their 
destination  unknown.  It  is  also  mentioned,  that  the 
Dutch  fleet  had  returned  to  the  Texel,  the   Duke  of 
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Leeds  having  previously  made  a  journey  for  an  in- 
terview with  the  Dutch  Admiral.  This  very  myste- 
rious circumstance  is  wholly  unexplained. 

A  certain  gentleman,  who  called  on  me  to-day,  in- 
formed me  that  a  packet  had  sailed  the  16th  of  Au- 
gust for  Quebec,  in  which  went  passenger  General 
Clarke.  He  added,  that  the  rumor  in  England  was, 
that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  to  return  in  her.  He 
made  no  other  communication. 

The  inclosed  letter  came  to  hand  this  day.  I  have 
had  no  opportunity  of  making  any  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  person  recommended  in  it.  If  I  can  obtain 
any  additional  lights,  they  shall  be  made  known  with- 
out delay.  The  object  suggested  in  your  letter,  as 
preparatory  to  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  shall 
engage  my  particular  attention.  The  papers  of  the 
Departments  of  State  and  the  Treasury,  and  of  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  Accounts,  are  on  their  way 
to  Philadelphia,  On  the  20th,  I  propose,  with  my 
family,  to  set  out  for  the  same  place.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect  and  truest  at- 
tachment, Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM  DAVID   HUMPHREYS. 

(Secret) 

Lisbon,  30  November,  1790. 

My  dear  General, 
I  have  forwarded  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  for  your  inform- 
ation, the   continuation   of  my  proceedings   until   the 
present  time.     You  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  by  my 
letter  to  him  of  this  date,  that  the  Court  of  Lisbon, 
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having,  from  a  desire  of  opening  an  official  intercourse 
with  the  United  States,  made  the  first  advances,  by 
appointing  a  Minister  Resident  to  repair  thither,  now 
finds  it  an  unpleasant  and  difficult  task  to  tread  back 
the  steps  it  has  thus,  as  an  elder  nation,  taken  in 
respect  to  us.  It  would  doubtless  be  desirable  to 
meet  those  advances,  if  it  may  be  done  without  im- 
propriety. 

I  do  not  know  what  particular  reasons  exist  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  (except 
those  which  relate  to  expenses),  that  might  induce  it 
to  decline  making  an  appointment,  which  would  be 
so  satisfactory  to  this  Court.  There  seems  to  be  con- 
siderable force  in  what  the  Chevalier  de  Pinto  has 
alleged,  with  the  intent  to  obviate  the  embarrassments, 
on  account  of  the  pecuniary  provision.  The  proper 
and  necessary  expenses  of  a  Charg6  des  Affaires  will, 
I  believe,  be  pretty  nearly  the  same  in  every  respect, 
with  those  of  a  Minister  Resident.  Should  I  have 
the  honor  of  being  nominated  in  the  latter  quality, 
in  return  for  the  Chevalier  de  Freire,  by  the  best 
inquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make,  I  think,  as  a 
single  man,  I  may  establish  a  household,  and,  with 
good  economy,  live  decently,  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  discredit  myself  or  my  nation,  for  the  salary- 
annexed  to  the  office  of  Charg£  des  Affaires.  If,  there- 
fore, a  change  of  the  name  should  take  place,  I 
should  expect  it  to  be  with  a  restriction  to  the  salary 
of  a  Charg£  des  Affaires.  In  case  of  appointment  to 
either  grade,  according  to  permission  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  I  suppose,  however,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
(nor  less  than)  a  year's  salary  will  be  granted  to  the 
person  so  appointed,  for  the  purchase  of  furniture,  &c. 
Mr.  Jefferson  well  remembers  what  inconveniences 
resulted   to    him,  from   the   want    of   such   a   provi- 
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sion  for  outfits,  and  how  indispensably  necessary  it 
will  be,  under  all  circumstances,  at  the  beginning. 
Here  the  difference  between  hiring  a  house  furnished, 
or  unfurnished,  is  much  greater  than  in  France.  The 
rent  of  a  good  house,  unfurnished,  but  beautifully 
situated,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lisbon,  is  very  rea- 
sonable. 

I  would  not  have  troubled  you  with  these  details, 
trifling  in  themselves,  though,  under  certain  circum-i 
stances,  they  may  be  somewhat  interesting  to  me,  had 
not  the  Minister  of  her  Most  Faithful  Majesty  seem- 
ed so  much  attached  to  the  idea  of  continuing  the 
appointment  of  Minister  Resident  to  his  friend,  the 
Chevalier  de  Freire,  that  I  am  induced  to  imagine  a 
refusal,  on  our  part,  to  make  an  exchange  in  that 
grade,  would  not  only  prevent  that  gentleman  from 
going  to  America  at  all,  but  perhaps  any  arrange- 
ment for  the  exchange  of  diplomatic  characters,  for 
the  present  This  Court  having  recalled  its  Ambas- 
sador from  Rome,  to  succeed  the  Chevalier  de  Freire 
at  London,  this  last-mentioned  gentleman  must  be  en- 
tirely thrown  out  of  employment,  until  some  vacancy 
shall  happen;  and  the  Court  may  have  to  encounter 
either  the  real  or  pretended  difficulty  of  not  being 
able  to  find  a  character,  suitable  and  willing  to  fill 
the  office  of  a  Charge  des  Affaires  in  the  United 
States.  A  similar  real  or  pretended  difficulty,  you 
may  recollect,  has  long  existed  in  the  British  Cabinet. 

I  only  beg  leave  farther  to  suggest,  in  case  an 
appointment  of  any  nature  whatsoever  should  be 
made  by  the  Executive  of  America  to  this  Court, 
whether  it  would  not  be  a  good  opportunity  for  you, 
as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  to  write  a 
short  letter  to  the  Queen,  in  your  own  hand  (to  be 
presented   at  the  first  audience,  with  the   public  ere- 
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dentials),  expressive  of  your  sense  of  the  friendly  dis- 
positions her  Majesty  has  manifested  towards  the 
United  States,  especially  in  the  orders  given  for  the 
Portuguese  fleets  to  afford  any  succour  to  American 
vessels,  and  to  protect  them  from  the  Algerine  corsairs. 
This  singular  instance  of  attention,  which  has,  in  fact, 
been  very  useful  to  our  Mediterranean  trade,  seems 
to  merit,  on  our  part,  some  particular  notice.  The 
Queen  would  probably  be  much  flattered  by  your 
likewise  taking  occasion  to  express  a  desire  of  culti- 
vating the  amity  and  commerce,  which  so  happily  sub- 
sist between  the  two  nations,  and  which  (being  founded 
upon  principles  of  mutual  advantage,  without  any  in- 
terfering claims  or  discordant  interests)  promise  to  be 
of  long  and  beneficial  continuance.  With  every  senti- 
ment of  affection  and  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

David  Humphreys.* 


FROM   TIMOTHY   PICKERING. 

Philadelphia,  SI  December,  1790. 

Sir, 
I  have  this  moment  received  and  read  your  very 
obliging  letter  of  this  date,  expressing  your  entire  ap- 
probation of  my  conduct  in  the  conference,  which,  by 
your  orders,  I  have  lately  held  with  the  Seneca  Indians. 
This  explicit  and  pointed  approbation  of  my  proceed- 
ings, is  the  more  grateful,  because  they  were  my  6ist 

*  The  nomination  of  Colonel  Humphreys,  as  Minister  Resident,  from 
the  United  States  to  Portugal,  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  on  the 
21st  of  February,  1791.  Executive  Journal,  Vol  I.  p.  75.  At  the  time 
the  above  letter  was  written,  Colonel  Humphreys  was  acting  as  a  pn- 
Tate  agent,  under  the  authority  of  the  President.  — 
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essay;  for,  till  then,  I  was  an  utter  stranger  to  the 
manners  of  Indians,  and  to  the  proper  mode  of  treat- 
ing with  them.  But,  Sir,  I  have  found  that  they  are 
not  difficult  to  please.  A  man  must  be  destitute  of 
humanity,  of  honesty,  or  of  common  sense,  who  should 
send  them  away  disgusted.  He  must  want  sensibility, 
if  he  did  not  sympathize  with  them,  on  their  recital 
of  the  injuries  they  have  experienced  from  white  men. 
Impressed,  therefore,  with  such  sentiments,  the  honor* 
able  manner  in  which  you  have  manifested  your  ap- 
probation of  my  conduct  in  this  business,  is  more 
than  I  expected,  though,  next  to  the  approbation  of 
my  own  mind,  nothing  could  have  given  me  more 
satisfaction. 

With  sincere  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Timothy  Pickering. 


FROM  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Philadelphia,  15  January,  1791. 

Sir, 

I  intended  to  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  wait- 
ing on  you  in  person;  but  a  letter  may  give  you 
less  trouble. 

General  Knox  informed  me,  that  it  would  be  agree- 
able to  you  that  I  should  undertake  the  Superintend- 
ency  of  the  northern  Indians;  I  mean  particularly 
the  Six  Nations.  I  answered  that,  by  the  new  Con- 
stitution of  Pennsylvania,  a  Continental  appointment 
was  declared  to  be  incompatible  with  the  appoint- 
ments I  held  under  the  State;  and  I  supposed  the 
nature  of  such  superintendency  would  not  warrant 
any  considerable  emolument.  In  a  subsequent  con- 
versation, I   intimated   a   willingness   to   perform   the 
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necessary  services  respecting  the  Six  Nations,  without 
any  formal  appointment;  but  this  idea  seemed  not  to 
have  been  approved. 

Afterwards  I  found  that  all  the  Indians,  north  of 
the  Ohio,  were  already  arranged  under  one  depart- 
ment, of  which  General  St.  Clair  was  the  Superin- 
tendent, who,  with  your  permission,  might  appoint  a 
Deputy.  General  Knox  seemed  to  wish  that  the 
matter  might  be  suspended  until  the  arrival  of  Gene- 
ral St.  Clair,  who  was  daily  expected.  Since  that 
time  I  have  reflected  on  the  subject,  and,  upon  the 
whole,  would  beg  leave  to  decline  taking  the  Super- 
intendency  proposed,  though  not  without  expressing 
the  real  pleasure  I  feel  in  the  favorable  sentiments 
you  entertain  concerning  me,  and  assuring  you  of  my 
readiness  to  perform  any  occasional  services  in  that 
line,  which  your  wishes  for  the  public  good  may  re- 
quire. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  add  a  few  words  relative  to  the 
subject  of  the  last  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to 
you.  Before  I  wrote,  two  circumstances  made  me 
hesitate.  One,  lest  it  should  be  thought  that  I,  like 
many  projectors,  was  contriving  an  employment  for 
myself;  the  other,  lest,  if  such  a  plan  should  be  ap- 
proved and  established,  I  should  in  fact  be  requested 
to  undertake  the  execution  of  it,  to  which  request 
sentiments  of  humanity  and  regard  to  the  public 
good  might  urge  me  to  yield,  while  other  views,  and 
the  feelings  of  my  family,  might  be  strongly  opposed 
to  it.  My  opinion,  however,  of  the  utility,  as  well  as 
of  the  practicability,  of  the  plan  proposed  for  intro- 
ducing the  arts  of  husbandry  and  civilization  among 
the  Indians,  remains  the  same.  It  was  an  opinion 
not  hastily  formed.  But,  lest  a  partiality  for  a  pro- 
ject of  my  own  should  mislead  my  judgment,  I  sub- 


OFFICIAL    AND    PRIVATE.  361 

mitted  it  to  the  examination  of  two  or  three  gentle- 
men of  discernment ;  and  it  received  their  approbation, 
before  I  would  venture  to  give  you  the  trouble  of 
reading  a  long  letter  about  it. 

Although,  Sir,  I  have  declined  the  proposed  per- 
manent agency  in  Indian  affairs,  I  have  not  withdrawn 
my  views  from  public  life,  but  should  cheerfully  en- 
gage in  it,  whenever  an  opening  for  useful  employ- 
ment, mfre  beneficial  than  the  offices  I  hold  under 
the  State,  shall  present.  Two  of  these  offices  are 
now  rendered  certain,  by  recent  reappointments,  some- 
what unexpectedly  made.  But  they  are  all  of  too 
little  value  for  me  to  depend  on  during  the  rest  of 
my  life.  Whenever,  therefore,  any  suitable  employ- 
ment shall  offer,  I  shall  feel  myself  peculiarly  obliged 
by  your  remembrance  of  me. 

With  the  most  sincere  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  &c, 

Timothy  Pickering. 


FROM   THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  7  March,  1791. 

My  dear  General, 
Whatever  expectations  I  had  conceived  of  a  speedy 
termination  to  our  revolutionary  troubles,  I  still  am 
tossed  about  in  the  ocean  of  factions  and  commotions 
of  every  kind.  For  it  is  my  fate  to  be  on  each  side 
-with  equal  animosity  attacked,  both  by  the  aristocra- 
tic, slavish,  parliamentary,  clerical,  —  in  a  word,  by  all 
enemies  to  my  free  and  levelling  doctrine;  and,  on 
the  other  side,  by  the  Orleanist  factions,  antiroyal, 
licentious,  and  pillaging  parties  of  every  kind ;  so  that 
my  personal  escape  from  amidst  so  many  hostile 
bands  is  rather  dubious,  although  our  great  and  good 

VOL.  IV.  31 
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revolution  is,  thank  Heaven,  not  only  insured  in 
France,  but  on  the  point  of  visiting  other  parts  of 
the  world,  provided  the  restoration  of  public  order  is 
soon  obtained  in  this  country,  where  the  good  people 
have  been  better  taught  how  to  overthrow  despotism 
than  they  can  understand  how  to  submit  to  the  law. 
To  you,  my  dear  General,  the  Patriarch  and  Gene- 
ralissimo of  universal  liberty,  I  shall  render  exact  ac- 
counts of  the  conduct  of  your  Deputy  an^  Aid  in 
that  great  cause. 

You  will  hear  that  the  National  Assembly  have 
permitted  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  throughout  the 
kingdom,  as  it  was  already  established  in  the  frontier 
Provinces,  to  which  they  have  been  induced  on  three 
accounts.  First,  because  they  thought  a  prohibition 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the  bill  of  rights; 
secondly,  because  the  removal  of  the  excise  barriers 
to  the  extremity  of  the  empire,  made  it  necessary  to 
have  a  general  rule ;  thirdly,  because  the  departments 
formerly  called  Alsace  and  Flanders,  being  greatly 
contaminated  by  a  foreign  and  aristocratic  influence, 
there  was  no  doubt  of  the  impending  attack  of  the 
rebel  Princes,  Cond£  and  Artois,  taking  place,  and 
being  countenanced  even  by  the  country  farming  peo- 
ple, had  we  cut  them  off  from  that  branch  of  culti- 
vation all  of  a  sudden. 

But  what  is  greatly  exceptionable,  is  a  duty  fixed 
on  the  introduction  of  American  tobacco,  with  a  pre- 
mium in  favor  of  the  French  vessels,  and  a  duty 
much  too  high,  although  it  was  lately  lessened,  on 
American  whale  oil.  But  I  beg  you,  and  all  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  not  to  be  discouraged  by  that 
hasty  and  ill-combined  measure,  which  I  hope,  before 
long,  to  see  rectified,  in  consequence  of  a  report  of 
the  Diplomatic    Committee,    including    the   whole    at 
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once,  and  for  which  my  friends  and  myself  have 
kept  our  arguments.  I  shall  send  you  the  report^ 
the  debate,  and  the  resolve.  Should  we  obtain  an 
easy  introduction  of  American  tobacco,  no  cultivation 
of  any  importance  can  take  place  in  France,  and  it 
will  be  the  better  for  both  countries. 

M.  de  Ternant  has  been  named  Plenipotentiary 
Minister  to  the  United  States.  I  have  warmly  wished 
for  it,  because  I  know  his  abilities,  his  love  for  liberty, 
his  early,  steady  and  active  attachment  to  the  United 
States,  his  veneration  and  love  for  you.  The  more  I 
have  known  Ternant,  the  more  I  have  found  him  a 
man  of  great  parts,  a  steady,  virtuous,  and  faithful 
friend.  He  has  deserved  a  great  share  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  National  Assembly;  the  patriot  side,  I 
mean.  The  King  has  a  true  regard  for  him.  In  a 
word,  I  hope  he  will,  on  every  account,  answer  your 
purposes,  and  serve  America  as  zealously  in  the  di- 
plomatic line,  as  he  did  when  in  the  army. 

Adieu,  my  beloved  General.  My  best  respects  wait 
on  Mrs.  Washington.  Remember  me  most  affection- 
ately to  Hamilton,  Jefferson,  Knox,  Jay,  and  all 
friends.  Madame  de  Lafayette  and  children  beg  their 
tender  respects  being  joined  to  mine  for  you  and  the 
family.  Most  respectfully  and  tenderly,  I  am,  my 
dear  General, 

Tour  filial  friend, 

Lafayette. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,   SECRETARY   OF  STATE. 

Philadelphia,  27  March,  1791. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  again  to  see  Mr.  Barclay  on  the  sub* 
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ject  of  his  mission;*  and,  to  hasten  him,  I  communi- 
cated to  him  the  draught  of  his  instructions,  and  he 
made  an  observation  which  may  render  a  small  change 
expedient.  You  know  it  had  been  concluded  that 
he  should  go  without  any  defined  character,  in  order 
to  save  expense.  He  observed  that,  if  his  character 
was  undefined,  they  would  consider  him  as  an  Am- 
bassador, and  expect  proportional  liberalities;  and  he 
thought  it  best  to  fix  his  character  to  that  of  Consul, 
which  was  the  lowest  that  could  be  employed.  Think- 
ing there  is  weight  in  his  opinion,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  you  a  blank  commission  for  him  as  Consul, 
and  another  letter  to  the  Emperor,  no  otherwise  differ- 
ent from  that  you  signed,  but  as  having  a  clause 
of  credence  in  it.  If  you  approve  of  this  change, 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  sign  these  papers  and  re- 
turn them;  otherwise  the  letter  before  signed  will 
still  suffice. 

I  inclose  you  a  Massachusetts  paper,  whereby  you 
will  see  that  some  acts  of  force  have  taken  place  on 
our  eastern  boundary.  Probably  that  State  will  send 
us  authentic  information  of  them.  The  want  of  an 
accurate  map  of  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy  renders 
it  difficult  to  form  a  satisfactory  opinion  on  the  point 
in  contest.  I  write  to-day  to  Rufus  Putnam  to  send 
me  his  survey,  referred  to  in  his  letter.  There  is  a 
report  that  some  acts  of  force  have  taken  place  on 
the  northern  boundary  of  New  York,  and  are  now 
under  consideration  of  the  Government  of  that  State. 

The  impossibility  of  bringing  the  Court  of  London 
to  an  adjustment  of  any  difference  whatever,  renders 
our    situation    perplexing.      Should   any   applications 

*  Mission  as  Consul  to  Morocco.  Mr.  Barclay  had  been  an  agent 
for  negotiating  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Morocco  in 
1786.    See  Washington's  Writings,  Vol.  X.  pp.  60,  144. 
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from  the  States,  or  their  citizens,  he  so  urgent  as  to 
require  something  to  be  said  before  your  return,  my 
opinion  would  be,  that  they  should  be  desired  to 
make  no  new  settlements  on  our  part,  nor  suffer  any 
to  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  British  within  the 
disputed  territory  j  and  if  any  attempts  should  be 
made  to  remove  them  from  the  settlements  already 
made,  that  they  are  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  ask 
aid  of  the  neighbouring  militia  to  do  this,  and  no 
more.  I  see  no  other  safe  way  of  forcing  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  come  forward  themselves  and  de- 
mand an  amicable  settlement.  If  this  idea  meets 
your  approbation,  it  may  prevent  a  misconstruction 
by  the  British  of  what  may  happen,  should  I  have 
this  idea  suggested  in  a  proper  manner  to  Colonel 
Beckwith. 

The  experiments,  which  have  been  tried,  of  distil- 
ling searwater  with  Isaac's  mixture,  and  also  without 
it,  have  been  rather  in  favor  of  the  distillation  with- 
out any  mixture. 

A  bill  was  yesterday  ordered  to  be  brought  into 
the  House  of  Representatives  here  for  granting  a 
sum  of  money  for  building  a  Federal  Hall,  House 
for  the  President,  &c. 

You  knew  of  Mr.  Robert  Morris's  purchase  of  Gor- 
ham  and  Phelps  of  one  million,  three  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at 
five  pence  an  acre.  It  is  said  that  he  has  sold  one 
million,  two  hundred  thousand  of  these  in  Europe, 
through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Franklin,  who,  it  seems, 
went  on  this  business  conjointly  with  that  of  printing 
of  his  grandfather's  works.  Mr.  Morris,  under  the 
name  of  Ogden,  and  perhaps  in  partnership  with  him, 
has  bought  the  residue  of  the  lands  held  in  the  same 
country  by  Massachusetts,  for  .     The  Indian 

31* 
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title  of  the  former  purchase  has  been  extinguished 
by  Gorhain,  but  that  of  the  latter  is  not ;  perhaps  it 
cannot  be.  In  that  case,  a  similarity  of  interest  will 
produce  an  alliance  with  the  Yazoo  Companies.  Per- 
haps a  sale  may  be  made  in  Europe  to  purchasers 
ignorant  of  the  Indian  right 

I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  that  no  accident  has 
happened  to  you  in  the  bad  roads  you  have  passed, 
and  that  you  are  better  prepared  for  those  to  come 
by  lowering  the  hang  of  your  carriage,  and  exchang- 
ing the  coachman  for  two  postilions;  circumstances 
which,  I  confess  to  you,  appeared  to  me  essential  for 
your  safety,  for  which  no  one  on  earth  more  sincerely 
prays,  both  from  public  and  private  regard,  than  he 
who  has  the  honor  to  be, 

With  sentiments  of  the  most  profound  respect, 

Sir,  &c, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM   HENRY   KNOX,   SECRETARY   OF  WAR. 

War  Department,  10  April,  1791. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  separate  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  also  of 
your  joint  letter  of  the  same  date,  to  the  heads  of 
the  departments.  By  the  information  from  Fort  Har- 
mar,  of  the  17th,  and  Pittsburg,  of  the  31st,  it  would 
appear  that  the  Delawares  and  Wyandots  are  com- 
mitting depredations,  and  that  they  will  be  joined  in 
the  war  against  us.  But,  what  is  still  more  disagree- 
able, it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  Senecas,  mainly, 
may  be  in  the  same  predicament  For  a  party  of 
Munsey  or  Delaware  Indians,  who   reside   upon  the 


OFFICIAL    AND    PRIVATE.  367 

waters  of  the  Alleghany,  towards  Lake  Erie,  on  the 
21st  ultimo,  murdered  nine  men,  women,  and  children, 
within  twenty  miles  of  Fort  Pitt,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Alleghany. 

This  was  on  the  day  the  Cornplanter  set  out  from 
Fort  Pitt.  The  inhabitants  were  so  blindly  enraged, 
as  to  suspect  the  Cornplanter  and  his  party,  and  agi- 
tated plans  to  cut  him  off.  Had  they  proceeded  and 
succeeded,  it  would  have  completed  the  business,  and 
the  war  would  indisputably  have  become  general. 
Lieutenant  Jeffers,  of  the  federal  troops,  accompanied 
Cornplanter,  and  would  probably  have  shared  his  fate. 

Every  exertion  must  be  made  to  prevent  the  Six 
Nations  from  joining  the  western  Indians.  The  post 
at  French  Creek  must  be  strengthened,  and  perhaps 
a  party  sent  to  protect  the  Cornplanter's  settlements 
from  the  fury  of  the  whites.  Affairs  being  so  critical 
with  the  Six  Nations,  I  have  judged  it  advisable  to 
assemble  them  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  bright- 
en the  chain  of  friendship,  and  to  prevent  all  jea- 
lousies. I  have  accordingly  desired  Colonel  Picker- 
ing, who  may  be  depended  upon,  to  invite  them  to 
a  meeting,  at  some  convenient  place,  at  an  early 
day,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  should  repair  to 
this  city  for  particular  orders.  I  shall  lay  this  sub- 
ject before  the  Vice-President,  and  the  other  heads 
of  departments  to-morrow,  for  their  approbation. 

The  recruiting  service  proceeds  well.  I  judge  we 
have  about  three  hundred  regulars  and  levies  enlisted 
in  different  places,  to  Connecticut,  inclusively.  One 
company  of  levies,  well  clothed,  will  march  from  Car- 
lisle about  the  25th,  and  the  rest  as  fast  as  recruit- 
ed. The  marching  of  the  regulars  will  commence  by 
companies,  I  hope  by  the  1st  of  May,  and  follow  in 
succession   as  fast  as  recruited.    Present  appearances 
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indicate  that  the  main  force  will  he  collected  by  the 
15th  of  July,  as  originally  designed. 

Brigadier-General  Butler  was  directed  to  have  set 
off  for  Maryland  on  the  6th;  but  he  has  delayed  it 
until  this  day.  But,  as  the  Virginia  and  Maryland 
levies  will  not  have  far  to  march,  I  hope  they  mil 
be  on  the  frontiers  by  the  15th  or  20th  of  June.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
Tour  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,   SECRETARY   OF    THE    TREASURY. 

Philadelphia,  10  April,  1791. 

Sir, 

I  have  duly  received  the  private  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  write  me,  of  the  4th  instant 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  our  system  is  such  as 
still  to  leave  the  public  peace  of  the  Union  at  the 
mercy  of  each  State  Government.  This  is  not  only 
the  case  as  it  regards  direct  interferences,  but  as  it 
regards  the  inability  of  the  National  Government,  in 
many  particulars,  to  take  those  direct  measures  for 
carrying  into  execution  its  views  and  engagements, 
which  exigencies  require.  For  example,  a  party  comes 
from  a  county  of  Virginia  into  Pennsylvania,  and 
wantonly  murders  some  friendly  Indians.  The  Na- 
tional Government,  instead  of  having  power  to  appre- 
hend the  murderers  and  bring  them  to  justice,  is 
obliged  to  make  a  representation  to  that  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; that  of  Pennsylvania,  again,  is  to  make  a  re- 
quisition of  that  of  Virginia.  And  whether  the  mur- 
derers shall  be  brought  to  justice  at  all,  must  depend 
upon  the  particular  policy,  and  energy,  and  good  dis- 
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position  of  two  State  Governments,  and  the  efficacy 
of  the  provisions  of  their  respective  laws.  And  the 
security  of  other  States,  and  the  money  of  all,  are  at 
the  discretion  of  one.  These  things  require  a  remedy ; 
but  when  it  will  come,  God  knows. 

From  present  appearances,  a  pretty  general  Indian 
war  is  not  a  little  to  be  apprehended.  But  there  is 
now  nothing  for  it,  but  to  encounter  it  with  vigor  j 
and  thus  far  in  my  department  the  provisions  are 
adequate.  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  tru- 
est and  most  respectful  attachment,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM   COUNT   DE   MOUSTIER. 

(Translation.) 

Berlin,  26  April,  1791. 

Sir, 

I  received  but  yesterday,  the  letter  with  which 
you  honored  me  on  the  6th  of  November  last  Its 
date  recalled  to  my  mind  the  place  where  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  paying  my  first  homage  to  you.  That 
interesting  period  of  my  life  will  always  be  recollect- 
ed with  the  same  sensibility. 

The  country  life,  which  you  know,  Sir,  how  to 
render  as  useful  to  your  citizens  by  your  example,  as 
agreeable  to  yourself,  is  well  worthy  of  engaging  as 
much  of  your  time  as  you  can  give  it.  I  have  learnt, 
with  very  great  satisfaction,  the  influence  which  it 
has  had  on  your  health.  It  is  there  that  the  relaxa- 
tion of  the  mind,  and  the  exercise  of  the  body,  dis- 
pel those  evils  which  are  occasioned  by  the  restraint 
of  living  in  a  city,  and  which  are  peculiarly  unfavor- 
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able  to  those,  who  are  constantly  occupied  in  the 
painful  cares  of  Government. 

The  success,  which  attends  your  cares,  Sir,  in  the 
administration  of  the  United  States,  is  a  flattering  re- 
compense for  those  labors  which  you  have  so  long 
devoted  to  your  country.  So  well  am  I  convinced  of 
the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  American  Congress, 
that  I  never  fail  to  present  it  as  a  model  for  my  fel- 
low-citizens. If  you  have  ever  read  the  preface, 
placed  at  the  beginning  of  a  translation  which  I 
solicited,  of  the  American  Laws,  digested  by  order 
of  Congress  in  1789,  you  would  there  have  seen 
my  opinion.  I  am  the  author  of  those  reflections, 
which  I  have  developed  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
Minds  which  incline  to  extremes  in  my  country,  are 
not  yet  disposed  to  receive  them.  Instead  of  the 
energy,  which  results  from  a  public  force  well  organ- 
ized, we  see  that  violence  reign,  which  results  from 
a  force  placed  without  its  centre.  The  end  has  been 
missed.  I,  however,  love  to  flatter  myself  that  it  will 
return.  They  have  exaggerated  the  evils  which  they 
suffered,  and  have  employed,  in  consequence  thereof, 
remedies  excessively  violent,  and  in  no  manner  suited 
to  the  disorder  which  they  had  to  handle.  I  hope 
those  who  are  firm,  have  a  desire  to  retrace  their 
steps,  which  requires  more  courage  and  talents  than 
to  go  straight  forward.  Any  sacrifice,  even  that  of 
self-love,  ought  to  be  accounted  as  nothing,  by  a  good 
citizen;  and  if  they  claim  that  Kings  should  make 
an  avowal  of  their  errors,  why  should  simple  citizens 
claim  to  persevere  in  theirs? 

I  did  not  attach  myself  to  any  party  during  my 
stay  in  France.  I  flattered  no  idol  of  the  moment, 
because  I  had  never  flattered  any  heretofore.  I  love 
my  country  with  ardor.    For  a  long  time,  I  have  de- 
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voted  myself  to  her,  I  lamented  the  abuse  of  the 
former  Government;  I  lament  that  they  have  not 
made  the  one  which  follows  it  better.  I  wait  until 
they  renounce  those  chimeras,  and  descend  from  the 
regions  of  perfection,  which  do  not  belong  to  the  hu- 
man condition.  I  confine  myself  to  fulfilling,  in  my 
sphere,  the  duties  which  are  allotted  me.  Our  nation 
deserves  to  be  happy.  The  crime  of  leading  her 
away  from  happiness  is  great,  in  proportion  as  it  is 
easy  to  conduct  her  to  it  The  tissue  of  a  false 
glory,  enthusiasm  for  the  perfection  of  government, 
cupidity,  vengeance,  and  hatred,  are  not  good  ingre- 
dients for  forming  the  chiefs  of  a  Revolution.  It  was 
good  perhaps  to  demolish;  but  it  is  rare  that  a  demo- 
lition is  suitable  when  the  passions  dispel  the  judg- 
ment I  have  seen  you,  Sir,  grieve  at  a  Henry.  How 
many  Henrys  have  we  in  France! 

In  whatever  situation  I  may  be,  I  shall  not  cease 
to  prove  the  lively  interest  which  I  take  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  United  States;  and  I  shall  always  re- 
gard it  as  a  mark  of  good  fortune,  to  have  been  in 
a  situation  to  admire  you,  and  to  give  testimonies  of 
the  veneration  which  is  due  to  your  virtues  and  to 
your  eminent  qualities. 

I  am,  with  respect,  Sir,  &c, 

Count  de  Moustier. 


FROM  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  3  May,  1791. 

My  dear  General, 
I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  you  an  assur- 
ance, that  our  troubles   are  at  an  end,  and  our  Con- 
stitution totally  established.    But,  although  dark  clouds 


372  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

are  still  before  us,  we  come  so  far  as  to  foresee  the 
moment  when  a  Legislative  corps  will  succeed  this 
Convention;  and  unless  foreign  powers  interfere,  I 
hope  that  within  four  months  your  friend  will  have 
reassumed  the  life  of  a  private  and  quiet  citizen. 

The  rage  of  parties,  even  among  the  patriots,  is 
gone  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  short  of  bloodshed ;  but, 
although  hatreds  are  far  from  subsiding,  matters  do 
not  appear  so  ill  disposed  as  they  formerly  were  to- 
wards a  collision  among  the  supporters  of  the  popular 
cause.  I  myself  am  exposed  to  the  envy  and  attacks 
of  all  parties,  for  this  simple  reason,  that,  whoever 
acts  or  means  wrong,  finds  me  an  insuperable  obstacle ; 
and  there  appears  a  kind  of  phenomenon  in  my  situa- 
tion ;  all  parties  against  me,  and  a  national  popularity 
which,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  has  been  unshakable. 
A  proof  of  this  I  had  lately,  when  disobeyed  by  the 
guard,  and  unsupported  by  the  administrative  powers 
who  had  sent  me,  unnoticed  by  the  National  Assem- 
bly, who  had  taken  fright  The  King  I  do  not  men- 
tion, as  he  could  do  but  little  in  the  affair,  and  yet 
the  little  he  did  was  against  me.  Given  up  to  all 
the  madness  of  license,  faction,  and  popular  rage,  I 
stood  alone  in  defence  of  the  law,  and  turned  the 
tide  up  into  the  Constitutional  channel. 

I  hope  this  lesson  will  serve  my  country,  and  help 
towards  establishing  the  principles  of  good  order. 
But,  before  I  could  bring  my  fellow-citizens  to  a  sense 
of  legal  subordination,  I  must  have  conducted  them 
through  the  fear  to  lose  the  man  they  love.  Inclosed 
is  the  speech  I  delivered  on  the  occasion.  I  send  it, 
not  for  any  merit  of  it,  but  on  account  of  the  great 
effect  it  had  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  the 
discipline  of  an  army  of  five-and-forty  thousand  men; 
upward  of  thirty  [thousand]  of  them  are  volunteers ; 


OFFICIAL    AND    PRIVATE.  373 

and  who,  to  a  man,  are  exposed  to  all  the  suggestions 
of  a  dozen  of  parties,  and  the  corruptions  of  all  kinds 
of  pleasure  and  allurement. 

The  Committee  of  Revision  is  going  to  distinguish, 
in  our  immense  materials,  every  article  that  deserves 
to  be  constitutional;  and  as  I  hope  to  convene,  in  a 
tolerable  state  of  union,  the  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee, as  their  votes  will  in  the  House  influence  the 
popular  part  of  the  Assembly,  I  hope  that,  besides 
the  restoration  of  all  natural  rights,  the  destruction 
of  all  abuses,  we  may  present  to  the  nation  some 
very  good  institutions  of  government,  and  organize 
it  so  as  to  ensure  to  the  peopfe  the  principal  conse- 
quences and  enjoyments  of  a  free  Constitution,  leav- 
ing the  remainder  to  the  Legislative  corps  to  mend 
into  well  digested  bills,  and  waiting  until  experience 
has  fitted  us  for  a  more  enlightened  and  less  agitated 
National  Convention. 

In  the  mean  while,  our  principles  of  liberty  and 
equality  are  invading  all  Europe,  and  popular  revolu- 
tions preparing  everywhere.  Should  foreign  powers 
employ  this  summer  with  attacks  against  our  Consti- 
tution, there  will  be  great  bloodshed;  but  our  liberty 
cannot  fail  us.  We  have  done  every  thing  for  the 
general  class  of  the  country  people ;  and,  in  case  the 
cities  were  frightened  into  submission,  yet  the  pea- 
sants would  swarm  round  us  and  fight  to  death,  rather 
than  give  up  their  rights. 

Adieu,  my  beloved  General.  My  best  respects  wait 
on  Mrs.  Washington.  Remember  me  to  Hamilton, 
Jay,  Jefferson,  Knox,  and  all  friends.  Most  respect- 
fully and  affectionately  I  am,  my  dear  General, 

Tour  filial  friend, 

Lafayette. 

vol.  iv.  32 


374  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

FKOM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON,   SECRETARY   OF   STATE. 

Bennington,  5  June,  1791. 

Sir, 

In  my  last  letter  from  Philadelphia,  I  mentioned 
that  Mr.  Madison  and  myself  were  about  to  take  a 
trip  up  the  North  River,  as  far  as  circumstances 
should  permit.  The  levelness  of  the  roads  led  us 
quite  on  to  Lake  George,  where,  taking  boat>  we 
went  through  that,  and  about  twenty-five  miles  into 
Lake  Champlain.  Returning  then  to  Saratoga,  we 
concluded  to  cross  over  through  Vermont  to  Connect- 
icut River,  and  go  down  that  instead  of  the  North 
River,  which  we  had  already  seen ;  and  we  are  so  fer 
on  that  route.  In  the  course  of  our  journey  we  have 
had  opportunities  of  visiting  Stillwater,  Saratoga, 
Forts  William  Henry  and  George,  Ticonderoga,  Crown 
Point,  and  the  scene  of  General  Stark's  victory. 

I  have  availed  myself  of  such  opportunities  as  oc- 
curred, to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  report  that 
something  disagreeable  had  taken  place  in  the  vicini- 
ties of  the  British  posts.  It  seems  to  have  been  the 
following  incident  They  had  held  a  small  post  at  a 
block-house  on  the  North  Hero,  an  island  on  the  Ver- 
mont side  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  something  further 
south  than  their  principal  post  at  the  Point-au-Fer. 
The  Maria,  hitherto  stationed  at  the  latter  for  cus- 
tom-house purposes,  was  sent  to  the  block-house,  and 
there  exercised  her  usual  visits  on  boats  passing  to 
and  from  Canada.  This,  being  an  exercise  of  power 
further  within  our  jurisdiction,  became  the  subject  of 
notice  and  clamor  with  our  citizens  in  that  quarter. 
The  vessel  has  been  since  recalled  to  the  Point-au- 
Fer;  and,  being  unfit  for  service,  a  new  one  is  to  be 
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built  to  perform  her  functions.  This  she  has  usually 
done  at  the  Point-au-Fer  with  a  good  deal  of  rigor, 
bringing  all  vessels  to  at  that  place,  and  sometimes 
under  such  circumstances  of  wind  and  weather  as  to 
have  occasioned  the  loss  of  two  vessels  and  cargoes. 
These  circumstances  produce  strong  sensations  in  that 
quarter,  and  not  friendly  to  the  character  of  our  Go- 
vernment The  establishment  of  a  custom-house  at 
Alburg,  nearly  opposite  to  Point-au-Fer,  has  given' 
the  British  considerable  alarm.  A  groundless  story 
of  two  hundred  Americans,  seen  in  arms  near  Point- 
au-Fer,  has  been  the  cause,  or  the  pretext,  of  their 
reenforcing  that  place  a  few  days  ago  with  a  com- 
pany of  men  from  St.  John's.  It  is  said  here,  they 
have  called  in  their  guard  from  the  block-house ;  but 
the  information  is  not  direct  enough  to  command 
entire  belief. 

On  inquiring  into  the  dispositions  in  Canada,  on 
the  subject  of  the  projected  form  of  Government 
there,  we  learn  that  they  are  divided  into  two  par- 
ties ;  the  English,  who  desire  something  like  an  English 
Constitution,  but  so  modelled  as  to  oblige  the  French 
to  choose  a  certain  proportion  of  English  Representa- 
tives ;  and  the  French,  who  wish  a  continuance  of  the 
French  laws,  moderated  by  some  ingraftments  from 
the  English  Code.  The  Judge  of  their  Common 
Pleas  heads  the  former  party ;  and  Smith,  the  Chief 
Justice,  secretly  guides  the  latter. 

We  encounter  the  Green  Mountains  to-morrow,  with 
cavalry  in  part  disabled,  so  as  to  render  our  pros- 
pects a  little  uncertain.  I  presume,  however,  I  shall 
be  in  Philadelphia  in  a  fortnight.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect 
and  attachment,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 
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FROM   THE  MARQUIS   DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Paris,  6  June,  1791. 

My  dear  General, 

I  most  heartily  thank  you  for  your  letter,  dated 
March  the  19th ;  the  more  welcome  to  me,  as  I  had 
long  lamented  your  silence,  and  was  panting  for  news 
from  you,  wherein  I  could  be  informed  of  every  thing 
respecting  your  public  and  private  concerns.  I  re- 
joice and  glory  in  the  happy  situation  of  American 
affairs.  I  bless  the  restoration  of  your  health,  and 
wish  I  could  congratulate  you  on  your  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

But  we  are  not  in  that  state  of  tranquillity,  which 
may  admit  of  my  absence;  —  the  refugees  hovering 
about  the  frontiers ;  intrigues  in  most  of  the  despotic 
and  aristocratic  Cabinets;  our  regular  army  divided 
into  Tory  officers  and  undisciplined  soldiers ;  licentious- 
ness among  the  people  not  easily  repressed;  the 
capital,  that  gives  the  ton  to  the  empire,  tossed  about 
by  antirevolutionary  or  factious  parties;  the  Assem- 
bly fatigued  by  hard  labor,  and  very  unmanageable. 
However,  according  to  the  popular  motto,  ga  ira,  it 
will  do.  We  are  introducing,  as  fast  as  we  can,  re- 
ligious liberty. 

The  Assembly  has  put  an  end  to  her  existence  by 
a  new  convocation ;  has  unfitted  her  own  members  for 
immediate  reelection  and  places  in  the  Executive;  and 
is  now  reducing  the  Constitution  to  a  few  principal 
articles,  leaving  to  the  Legislative  Assemblies  to  exa- 
mine and  mend  the  others,  and  preparing  every  thing 
for  a  Convention,  as  soon  as  our  machine  will  have 
had  a  fair  trial.     I  stand  the  continual   check  to  all 
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interior  factions  and  plots.  By  the  inclosed  speech 
of  mine,  and  the  giving  up  my  commission,  I  gave  a' 
spring  to  the  power  of  law  over  licentiousness ;  and 
was  I  equally  supported  in  repressing  it,  as  I  should 
he  against  aristocratic  exertions,  the  people  could 
soon  be  brought  to  a  proper  sense  of  liberty.  As  to 
the  surrounding  Governments,  they  hate  our  revolu- 
tion, but  do  not  know  how  to  meddle  with  it,  so 
afraid  they  are  to  catch  the  plague.  We  are  going  to 
take  measures  to  discipline  the  army,  both  officers 
and  soldiers.  They  will  prepare  to  encamp  and  leave 
the  cities.  They  will  have  the  same  power  as  in 
time  of  war.  M.  de  Cond6  and  his  party  will  be 
summoned  to  explain  themselves,  and,  if  they  con- 
tinue caballing  and  enlisting,  declared  traitors.  To 
M.  de  Ternant  I  refer  for  more  particulars. 

Mr.  Jefferson  and  myself  had  long  thought  that 
Ternant  was  a  very  proper  man  to  act  as  French 
Minister  in  America.  He  in  great  measure  belongs 
to  both  countries.  He  is  sensible,  honest,  well-in- 
formed, and  has  a  plain  and  decisive  way  of  doing 
business,  which  will  be  very  convenient.  He  has 
long  been  an  officer  under  your  command,  feeling 
and  acting  in  an  American  capacity.  He  is  person- 
ally much  attached  to  you ;  and  I  had,  in  this  revolu- 
tion, many  instances  to  experience  his  friendship  to 
me.  He  might  have  been  a  Minister  in  the  Council, 
but  was  rather  backward  on  the  occasion,  and  be- 
haved as  a  prudent,  not  an  ambitious  man.  So  that 
I  take  him  to  be  fit  to  answer  your  purpose.  He 
will  let  you  know  what  has  passed  in  the  Assembly 
respecting  American  affairs. 

The  last  transactions  are  an  undoubted  proof  of 
their  sentiments,  and  show  that  the  faux  pas,  in  the 
regulation  of  duties,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  want 
32* 
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of  knowledge  or  sense,  not  of  friendship.  They  have 
considered  me  as  an  American,  who  did  only  mind 
American  profit,  and  did  not  know  matters  so  well  as 
a  few  mercantile  men,  most  of  them  on  the  aristo- 
cratic side  of  the  House,  who  presented  foolish  calcu- 
lations; and  you  know  the  difficulties  to  unmake  our 
decrees.  But  you  may  depend  on  this  point,  that 
brotherly  measures  to  unite  the  two  nations  with  the 
ties  of  most  intimate  affection,  of  common  principles 
and  common  interest,  will  be  most  heartily  received 
in  France,;  and  on  that  ground  you  may  work  your 
plan,  and  send  it  to  France,  with  a  private  copy  for 
me.  The  United  States  and  France  must  be  one 
people,  and  so  begin  the  confederation  of  all  nations 
who  will  assert  their  own  rights. 

I  have,  in  the  affair  of  the  black  free  men,  acted 
according  to  my  conscience,  not  to  policy.  Should 
the  British  look  for  advantage  of  honesty,  I  hope 
you  will  influence  the  Colonies  to  submit  to  a  decree 
so  conformable  to  justice. 

Mr.  Short,  who  does  the  business  of  the  United 
States  with  all  the  zeal  and  ingenuity  of  a  most  pa- 
triotic and  most  sensible  man,  who  is  respected  and 
loved  in  France  in  a  manner  equally  useful  to  the 
public  and  honorable  to  himself,  has  written  to  Mr. 
Jefferson  respecting  New  Orleans.  France  will  do 
every  thing  in  her  power  to  bring  Spain  to  reason; 
but  will  have  a  difficult  and  probably  unsuccessful 
task.  Upon  the  whole,  that  navigation  we  must  have ; 
and,  in  case  the  people  of  Louisiana  wish  to  make  a 
fifteenth  State,  who  can  help  it?  and  who  ought, 
Spaniards  excepted,  not  to  rejoice  at  it?  For  my 
part^  certainly,  I  should  not  be  a  mourner. 

My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Washington.  My  compli- 
ments to   the    family;   to  my  dear  Aid,  George,  and 
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his  family.     Most  respectfully  and   affectionately,  my 
beloved  General, 

Your  filial  friend, 

Lafayette. 


FROM  HENRY  KNOX,   SECRETARY   OF  WAR. 

War  Department,  8  June,  1791. 

Sir, 

Colonel  Procter  has  just  arrived  in  this  city  by 
the  way  of  Fort  Pitt  He  was  unable  to  go  forward 
to  the  western  Indians  without  an  escort  of  the  Six 
Nations.  He  would  have  obtained  such  an  escort, 
after  counselling  with  them  at  Buflalo  Creek,  from 
the  23d  of  April  until  the  15th  of  May;  but  the 
Indians  could  not  proceed  either  in  canoes  along  the 
Lake,  or  by  land,  but  required  a  vessel.  He  applied 
to  Colonel  Gordon,  Commanding  Officer  at  Niagara, 
for  a  vessel,  either  public  or  private,  for  which  he 
would  pay  ;  but  he  could  not  obtain  one.  The  design, 
therefore,  of  inviting  the  hostile  Indians  to  peace, 
previously  to  striking  them,  has  been  frustrated. 

Brant,  with  thirty  warriors,  having  Girty  and  Mc- 
Kee  with  him,  set  out  from  Grand  River  to  the  west- 
ern Indians  about  the  11th  of  May.  The  Senecas 
say,  his  design  is  peace ;  that  he  will  return  in  June 
to  the  treaty  at  the  Painted  Post,  and  the  others  go 
forward  to  oblige  the  western  Indians  to  peace. 

The  Cornplanter  continues  his  attachment  to  the 
United  States;  but  he  is  exceedingly  suspected  by 
Brants  people,  who  are  in  an  opposite  interest.  The 
Six  Nations  are  for  peace.  Colonel  Procter  transmit- 
ted from  Fort  Pitt  a  full  account  of  his  proceedings 
to  General  St  Clair.    He  will,  therefore,  be  no  longer 


380  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

iii  doubt  about  pushing  forward  the  Kentucky  expe- 
dition. Colonel  Procter  has  not  made  a  written  re- 
port yet,  but  he  will  do  it  soon.  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  submit  the  substance  of  his  mission  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Henby  Knox. 


FROM   THOMAS  PAINE. 

London,  21  July,  1791. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  last  August,  by  Colonel 
Humphreys  j  since  which  I  have  not  written  to  or 
heard  from  you.  I  mention  this  that  you  may  know 
no  letters  have  miscarried. 

I  took  the  liberty  of  addressing  my  late  work, 
"  Rights  of  Man,"  to  you ;  but  though  I  left  it,  at 
that  time,  to  find  its  way  to  you,  I  now  request  your 
acceptance  of  fifty  copies,  as  a  token  of  remembrance 
to  yourself  and  my  friends.  The  work  has  had  a 
run  beyond  any  thing  that  has  been  published  in 
this  country  on  the  subject  of  government;  and  the 
demand  continues.  In  Ireland  it  has  had  a  much 
greater.  A  letter  I  received  from  Dublin,  10th  of 
May,  mentioned  that  the  fourth  edition  was  then  on 
sale.  I  know  not  what  number  of  copies  were  print- 
ed at  each  edition,  except  the  second,  which  was  ten 
thousand.  The  same  fate  follows  me  here,  as  I  at 
first  experienced  in  America,  —  strong  friends  and 
violent  enemies;  but,  as  I  have  got  the  ear  of  the 
country,  I  shall  go  on,  and  at  least  show  them,  what 
is  a  novelty  here,  that  there  can  be  a  person  beyond 
the  reach  of  corruption. 
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^?-  I  arrived  here  from  France  about  ten  days  ago. 
™fc  M.  de  Lafayette  was  well.  The  affairs  of  that  coun- 
thoci  try  are  verging  to  a  new  crisis, — whether  the  Govern- 
nr.r  ment  shall  be  monarchical  and  hereditary,  or  wholly 
k'f*1-  representative.  I  think  the  latter  opinion  will  very 
^  generally  prevail  in  the  end.  On  this  question  the 
rfci  people  are  much  forwarder  than  the  National  Assem- 
bly. 

After  the  establishment  of  the  American  Revolution, 
it  did  not   appear  to  me   that  any  object  could  arise, 
great  enough  to  engage   me  a  second  time.    I  began 
k  r     to  feel  myself  happy  in  being  quiet.     But  I  now  ex- 
perience  that   principle   is   not   confined  to   time   or 
0;      place,  and  that  the  ardor   of  Seventy-six  is    capable 
1 1)      of  renewing   itself.     I    have   another   work   in   hand, 
rfc      which  I  intend  shall  be  my  last;  for  I  long  much  to 

return  to  America. 

i  It  is  not  natural  that  fame  should  wish  fbr  a  rival. 

I       But  the  case  is  otherwise  with  me  j  for  I  do  most  sin- 

M-      cerely  wish  there  was   some   person  in  this   country 

ir:       that  could  usefully  and  successfully  attract  the  public 

;;         attention,  and  leave  me  with  a   satisfied  iiiind,  to  the 

enjoyment   of  quiet   life.      But   it   is  painful   to   see 

!         errors  and  abuses,  and  sit  down  a  penseless  spectator. 

Of  this,  your  own  mind  will  interpret  mine. 

I  have  printed  sixteen  thousand  copies.  When  the 
whole  are  gone,  of  which  there  remain  between  three 
and  four  thousand,  I  shall  then  make  a  cheap  edition, 
just  sufficient  to  bring  in  the  price  of  the  printing 
and  paper,  as  I  did  by  "  Common  Sense." 

Mr.  Green,  who  will  present  you  this,  has  been 
very  much  my  friend.  I  wanted,  last  October,  to 
draw  for  fifty  pounds  on  General  Lewis  Morris,  who 
has  some  money  of  mine ;  but  as  he  is  unknown  in 
the    commercial   line,  and   American   credit  not  very 
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good,  and  my  own  expended,  I  could  not  succeed, 
especially  as  Gouverneur  Morris  was  then  in  Holland. 
Colonel  Humphreys  went  with  me  to  your  agent,  Mr. 
Walsh,  to  whom  I  stated  the  case,  and  took  the  liber- 
ty of  saying,  that  I  knew  you  would  not  think  it  a 
trouble  to  receive  it  of  General  Morris,  on  Mr.  Walsh's 
account.  But  he  declined  it  Mr.  Green  afterwards 
supplied  me,  and  I  have  since  repaid  him.  He  has 
a  troublesome  affair  on  his  hands  here,  and  is  in  dan- 
ger of  losing  thirty  or  forty  thousand  pounds,  em- 
barked under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  in  East 
India  property.  The  persons  who  have  received  it, 
withhold  it,  and  shelter  themselves  under  some  law 
contrivance.  He  wishes  to  state  the  case  to  Congress, 
not  only  on  his  own  account,  but  as  a  matter  that 
may  be  nationally  interesting. 

The  public  papers  will  inform  you  of  the  riots  and 
tumults  at  Birmingham,  and  of  some  disturbances  at 
Paris;  and,  as  Mr.  Green  can  detail  them  to  you 
more  particularly  than  I  can  do  in  a  letter,  I  leave 
those  matters  to  his  information.  I  am,  Sir,  with 
affectionate  concern  for  your  happiness  and  Mrs. 
Washington's,  &c, 

Thomas  Paine. 


FROM  HENRY  KNOX,   SECRETARY   OF  WAR. 

War  Department,  22  September,  1791. 

Sir, 
The  Minister  of  France  has  written  me  a  letter,  of 
which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy  *    As  this  crisis  of  affairs 

*  The   following    is  the  letter  from   the  French  Minister,  here    al- 
luded to. 

"  Philadelphia,  21  September,  1791. 
"Sir, 

"The  distressed  and  very  alarming  situation   in  which  I  learn   the 
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is  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  essential  interests 
of  France,  and  as  it  appears  a  singular  opportunity 
for  tlje  United  States  to  manifest  their  zeal  to  repay, 
in  some  degree,  the  assistance  afforded  us  during  the 
perilous  struggles  of  the  late  war,  I  have  assured  him 
of  every  aid  in  my  department  which  shall  be  author- 
ized by  you.  Accordingly,  I  have  instantly  despatched 
an  express  to  receive  your  orders  on  the  occasion. 

The  articles,  which  are  in  readiness,  are  requested, 
and  may  be  spared  from  the  Arsenal  of  West  Point, 
without  any  detriment  to  the  public  service,  except- 
ing the  cartridge-boxes,  which  are  much  damaged, 
but  which,  however,  might  answer  in  this  exigency. 
In  order,  therefore,  to  save  time,  I  have  despatched 
a  person  to  West  Point,  to  have  the  arms  and  stores 
prepared  for  sea  transportation,  and  forwarded  to  New 
York;  but,  to  wait  your  orders  for  the  final  delivery. 

As  the  aid  requested  for  the  exigent  service  of  a 
nation,  with  which  the  United  States  are  in  close 
alliance,    and    from   which    they    received    the    most 

French  settlements  of  Hispaniola  have  just  been  reduced  by  an  insur- 
rection of  negroes,  that  threatens  the  most  fatal  consequences,  obliges 
me  to  forward  immediately  to  that  Island  a  supply  of  muskets,  car- 
tridges, and  powder,  which  the  Government  appears  to  be  in  the  most 
pressing  want  of.  As  these  objects  can  be  better  and  more  speedily 
obtained  from  the  Federal  Arsenal  of  West  Point,  I  have  to  request,  as 
a  signal  service,  that  you  will  give  immediate  orders  for  sending  to 
New  York,  and  delivering  to  M.  de  la  Forest,  one  thousand  muskets 
complete,  one  thousand  cartridge-boxes,  fifty  thousand  cartridges  to  suit 
the  muskets,  and  about  twenty  thousand  weight  of  musket  powder. 
Those  objects  may  either  be  returned  in  nature,  or  accounted  for  in  a 
future  settlement  of  accounts  between  our  nations,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  choose  to  determine. 

u  I  hope  the  extreme  urgency  of  the  case,  and  the  interest  I  am  con- 
vinced you  take  in  the  welfare  of  my  nation,  will  induce  you  to  grant 
my  request,  which  I  am  going  to  lay  immediately  before  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

"  Tebnant." 
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eminent  support  during  the  late  wax,  and  being  for 
the  purpose  of  quelling  an  internal  rebellion,  no  fo- 
reign nation  can  take  umbrage  at  the  measure^  As 
it  can  be  afforded  without  impediment  or  injury  to 
the  public  service,  and,  as  all  the  stores  in  the  ar- 
senals are  under  your  direction,  as  President  of  the 
United  States  and  Commander-in-chief,  I  feel  but 
little  hesitation  in  submitting,  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  render  it  highly  proper  to 
afford  the  supplies  requested,  and  that  your  authority 
is  competent  to  the  occasion. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM  ALEXANDER    HAMILTON,   SECRETARY   OP    THE    TREASURY, 

Philadelphia,  22  September,  1791. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
France,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy.  Having 
full  authority  from  you  in  relation  to  payments  to 
France,  and  there  being  funds  out  of  which  that  which 
will  constitute  the  succour  requested  may  with  pro- 
priety be  made,  and  being  fully  persuaded  that,  in 
so  urgent  and  calamitous  a  case,  you  will  be  pleased 
with  a  ready  acquiescence  in  what  is  desired,  I  have 
t  not  hesitated  to  answer  the  Minister  that  the  sum  he 
asks  is  at  his  command  * 

*  The  French  Minister  had  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, that  the  distressed  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  co- 
lony of  Hispaniola  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  forward,  without  de- 
lay, large  supplies  of  provisions  for  their  relief;  and  he  requested  that 
he  might  be  enabled  "to  draw  on  the  Federal  Treasury  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  accounted  for  in  any  future 
reimbursements  of  the  United  States  to  France." 


OFFICIAL    AND    PRIVATE.  385 

With  the  most  perfect  respect  and  truest  attach- 
ment, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON,   SECRETARY   OF   STATE. 

Philadelphia,  7  November,  1791. 

Sir, 

I  have  duly  considered  the  letter  you  were  pleased 
to  refe?  to  me,  of  the  18th  of  August,  from  his  Ex- 
cellency Governor  Pinckney,  to  yourself,  together  with 
the  draught  of  one  proposed  to  be  written  by  him  to 
the  Governor  of  Florida,  claiming  the  redelivery  of 
certain  fugitives  from  justice,  who  have  been  received 
in  that  country.  The  inconveniences  of  such  a  re- 
ceptacle for  debtors  and  malefactors,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Southern  States,  are  obvious  and 
great;  and  I  wish  the  remedy  were  as  certain  and 
short  as  the  letter  seems  to  suppose. 

The  delivery  of  fugitives  from  one  country  to  an- 
other, as  practised  by  several  nations,  is  in  conse- 
quence of  Conventions  settled  between  them,  defining 
precisely  the  cases  wherein  such  deliveries  shall  take 
place.  I  know  that  such  Conventions  exist  between 
France  and  Spain,  France  and  Sardinia,  France  and 
Germany,  France  and  the  Netherlands,  between  the 
several  sovereigns  constituting  the  Germanic  body, 
and,  I  believe,  very  generally  between  the  cotermi- 
nous states  on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  England 
has  no  such  Convention  with  any  nation,  and  their 
laws  have  given  no  power  to  their  Executive  to  sur- 
render fugitives  of  any  description.     They  are  accord- 

vol.  iv.  33 
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ingly  constantly  refused ;  and  hence  England  has  been 
the  asylum  of  the  Paolis,  the  La  Mottes,  the  Ca- 
lonnes,  in  short,  of  the  most  attrocious  offenders  as 
well  as  the  most  innocent  victims,  who  have  been 
able  to  get  there. 

The  laws  of  the  United  States,  like  those  of  Eng- 
land, receive  every  fugitive,  and  no  authority  has 
been  given  to  our  Executives  to  deliver  them  up. 
In  the  case  of  Longchamp,  a  subject  of  France,  a 
formal  demand  was  made  by  the  Minister  of  France, 
and  was  refused.  He  had,  indeed,  committed  an  of- 
fence within  the  United  States;  but  he  was  not  de- 
manded as  a  criminal,  but  as  a  subject 

The  French  Government  has  shown  great  anxiety 
to  have  such  a  Convention  with  the  United  States 
as  might  authorize  them  to  demand  their  subjects 
coming  here.  They  got  a  clause  in  the  Consular 
Convention,  signed  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  giving  their  Consuls  a  right  to  take 
and  send  back  Captains  of  vessels,  mariners,  and  pas- 
sengers. Congress  saw  the  extent  of  the  word  passen- 
gers, and  refused  to  ratify  the  Convention.  A  new 
one  was  therefore  formed,  omitting  that  word.  In 
fact,  however  desirable  it  be  that  the  perpetrators  of 
crimes,  acknowledged  to  be  such  by  all  mankind, 
should  be  delivered  up  to  punishment,  yet  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  draw  the  line  between  those  and 
acts  rendered  criminal  by  tyrannical  laws  only.  Hence 
the  first  step  always  is  a  Convention  defining  the 
cases  where  a  surrender  shall  take  place. 

If,  then,  the  United  States  could  not  deliver  up  to 
Governor  Quesada,  a  fugitive  from  the  laws  of  his 
Government,  we  cannot  claim,  as  a  right,  the  delivery 
of  fugitives  from  us ;  and  it  is  worthy  consideration, 
whether  the    demand   proposed  to   be    made   in    Go- 
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vernor  Pinckney's  letter,  should  it  be  complied  with 
by  the  other  party,  might  not  commit  us  disagreea- 
bly, perhaps  dishonorably,  in  the  event  For  I  do  not 
think  we  can  take  for  granted,  that  the  Legislature 
of  the  United  States  will  establish  a  Convention  for 
the  mutual  delivery  of  fugitives  j  and,  without  a 
reasonable  certainty  that  they  will,  I  think  we  ought 
not  to  give  Governor  Quesada  any  grounds  to  ex- 
pect that,  in  a  similar  case,  we  would  redeliver  fugi- 
tives from  his  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM   JAMES   WILSON  * 

Philadelphia,  31  December,  1791. 

Sir, 

By  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania, 
I  am  empowered  to  a  digest  into  proper  order  and 
form,  the  laws  of  that  Commonwealth,"  and  u  report 
such  alterations,  additions,  and  improvements,  as  the 
principles  and  forms  of  the  Constitution  may  require." 
In  this  work  I  have  made  some  progress;  during 
which  it  has  occurred  to  me,  that  a  similar  work, 
with  regard  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  might, 
with  propriety,  accompany  that  in  which  I  am  en- 
gaged. 

To  you  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  any  general  re- 
marks concerning  the  immense  importance  of  a  good 
code  of  municipal  law.  There  are  two  circumstances 
which  induce  me  to  think  that,  to  the  United  States, 
this  subject  is  peculiarly  interesting. 

*  One  of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 
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1.  Their  Government  is  newly  formed  and  organiz- 
ed. A  good  system  of  legislation  introduced  into  it 
now,  will  have  a  salutary,  a  decisive,  and  a  permanent 
influence  upon  its  future  fortunes  and  character.  Good 
principles,  at  least  principles  congenial  to  those  of 
the  Constitution,  should  be  laid  betimes,  as  the  found- 
ation of  subsequent  regulations. 

2.  It  is  of  much  moment,  that  those  principles  be 
established  and  ascertained,  in  complete  and  correct 
theory,  before  they  are  called  forth  into  practical 
operation.  The  most  intricate  and  the  most  delicate 
questions  in  our  national  jurisprudence  will  arise,  in 
running  the  line  between  the  authority  of  the  Na- 
tional Government  and  that  of  the  several  States.  A 
controversy,  which  happens  between  two  individuals, 
is  considered  and  determined  with  coolness  and  im- 
partiality, like  a  question  of  law.  A  controversy, 
happening  between  the  United  States  and  any  parti- 
cular State  in  the  Union,  will  be  viewed  and  agitated 
with  bias  and  passion,  like  a  question  of  politics.  For 
this  reason,  the  principles  and  rules,  on  which  it 
must  be  determined,  should  be  clearly  and  explicitly 
known  before  it  arises. 

To  the  happy  achievement  of  such  a  revolution  as 
that  of  the  United  States,  the  foregoing  observations 
are  applicable  with  a  force  uncommonly  striking  and 
powerful.  I  have  intimated  my  opinion  that  a  digest 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  might,  with  propri- 
ety, accompany  that  of  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania* 
This  opinion  is  grounded  on  the  following  reasons. 

1.  In  the  latter  digest,  the  difficult  and  delicate 
line  of  authority,  which  I  have  mentioned,  must  be 
run ;  and  the  country  lying  on  the  side  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, must  be  explored  and  delineated.  Can 
there  be  a  fitter   occasion  for  exploring   and  delineat- 
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ing  the  country,  which  lies  on  the  side  of  the  United 
States?  To  explore  and  delineate  the  country  on 
both  sides  is,  perhaps,  the  best  mode  of  discovering 
and  ascertaining  with  accuracy  the  different  directions 
which  this  line  ought  to  take.  From  one  employed 
to  do  the  business  on  both  sides,  impartiality,  as  well 
as  accuracy,  might  be  reasonably  expected. 

2.  There  is  a  peculiar  propriety  in  running  the 
line  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Pennsylvania.  Since  the  establishment 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  of 
Pennsylvania  has  been  made.  With  an  express  *and 
avowed  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  that  of  Pennsylvania  has  been  sedulously 
framed.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  directions 
which  the  line  above  mentioned  ought  to  take,  may 
be  traced  with  a  satisfactory  degree  of  clearness,  as 
well  as  of  precision;  and  that  neither  vacancies  nor 
interferences  will  be  found,  between  the  limits  of  the 
two  jurisdictions.  For  it  is  material  to  observe,  that 
both  jurisdictions  together  compose,  or  ought  to  com- 
pose, only  one  uniform  and  comprehensive  system  of 
Government  and  laws. 

In  what  follows,  I  must  speak  concerning  myself. 
I  shall  speak  with  freedom  and  with  candor.  I  speak 
to  a  friend,  as  well  as  to  a  judge.  If  you  think  that, 
at  a  proper  time,  it  ought  to  be  recommended  by 
you  to  the  National  Legislature,  or  the  two  Houses 
which  compose  it,  to  authorize  one  to  prepare  for 
their  consideration,  such  a  digest  as  I  have  mentioned, 
I  declare  my  willingness,  nay,  my  desire,  to  under- 
take it  I  know  that  I  am  unequal  to  the  task;  I 
know  that,  in  performing  it,  I  should  not  be  able  to 
attain  even  that  degree  of  excellence,  of  which  I  my- 
self can  form  an  idea. 
33* 
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My  offer  proceeds  from  the  following  considerations. 
In  the  formation  of  both  Constitutions,  that  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  I  took  a 
faithful  and  an  assiduous  part.  So  far,  therefore,  as 
my  abilities  can  reach,  I  may  be  supposed  to  know 
their  principles  and  their  connection,  and  the  various 
relations  and  dependencies,  which  their  principles  and 
connection  ought  to  produce  in  the  different  parts  of 
Legislation.  In  the  study  and  in  the  practice,  too, 
of  law  and  systematic  politics,  I  have  been  engaged 
for  a  time  considerably  long,  and  on  a  scale  consi- 
derably extensive.  I  am  already  employed  in  execut- 
ing one  part  of  the  great  plan.  If  I  can  command 
a  tolerable  share  of  success  in  that  part,  I  can  com- 
mand an  equal  share  in  the  other  also.  Nay,  I  be- 
lieve that  both  parts  can  be  executed  together,  better 
than  either  part  can  be  executed  separately.  Permit 
me  farther  to  suggest,  that  my  deficiencies  in  point 
of  abilities  would,  in  some  degree,  be  compensated  bjr 
the  ardor  of  my  inclination  to  acquit  myself  as  well 
as  possible  in  a  trust  so  honorable  and  so  important 
This  ardor,  believe  me,  would  be  greatly  increased, 
as  well  as  gratified,  by  executing  this  important  and 
honorable  trust  under  your  auspices,  and  during  your 
administration  j  from  which  every  thing  connected 
with  them  will  receive  and  reflect  a  lustre. 

With  sentiments  of  the   most  perfect   esteem  and 
attachment,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c, 

James  Wilson. 


FROM   EDMUND   RANDOLPH. 

Philadelphia,  21  January,  1792. 

Sir, 
By  the  papers,  which  I  have  now  the  honor  of  re- 
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turning  to  you,  a  wish  seems  to  be  expressed  that 
the  President  should  recommend  to  Congress  a  digest 
of  federal  law,  the  appointment  of  one  person  only  to 
such  a  service,  and  the  selection  of  the  author  of 
those  papers  for  that  work. 

Whether,  at  a  future  day,  when  Congress  shall  ap- 
pear to  have  neglected  or  slumbered  over  the  sub- 
ject, it  may  be  expedient  to  rekindle  their  attention 
by  a  special  recommendation,  I  pretend  not  to  fore- 
see. But,  at  present,  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  possess,  in  the  four  last 
paragraphs  of  the  notes  to  the  Report  on  the  Judicial 
System,  an  unequivocal  suggestion  of  this  very  point. 
I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  them. 

The  suggestion,  indeed,  having  come  from  a  quar- 
ter which  affects  no  title  to  the  deference  of  that 
body,  would  undoubtedly  be  enforced  by  the  solici- 
tude of  the  Executive.  But  I  have  greatly  erred,  if 
I  do  not  discover  one  characteristic  of  its  conduct  to 
be,  not  to  throw  any  weight  of  personal  or  official 
character  into  measures,  when  no  crisis  demands  it. 
If,  then,  the  judicial  system  shall  ever  be  revised, 
a  federal  code  will  stand  prominent  to  view.  If  the 
judicial  system  shall  not  be  revised,  the  federal  code 
itself,  as  speaking  more  feebly  to  the  particular  in- 
terests and  feelings  of  the  House,  can  hardly  expect 
to  be  more  kindly  treated.  In  the  midst  of  the  agi- 
tations, which  have  been  or  will  be  produced  by  de- 
liberations on  the  war,  the  excise,  the  fisheries,  the 
manufactures,  the  trade  with  Great  Britain,  the  regu- 
lations of  a  mint,  the  militia,  and  many  other  topics 
of  an  animating  cast,  it  will  probably  be  asked,  what 
peculiar  and  immediate  urgency  has  the  President  re- 
marked for  inviting  Congress  to  this  abstract  inquiry? 
Is  there  any  danger  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Le- 
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gislature  forgetting  it,  if  it  be  important  ?  Especially 
as  it  is  their  direct  duty  to  originate  proposals  for 
establishing  or  amending  any  system  of  laws. 

If,  with  a  recommendation  to  this  effect,  another 
should  be  united,  that  a  single  person  should  execute 
the  work,  some  uncommon  sensations  of  surprise  may 
be  created.  To  qualify  that  single  person,,  he  ought 
to  be  accurately  versed  in  the  legislation  and  juris- 
prudence of  every  State.  Nay,  I  am  not  certain  that 
he  ought  not  to  know  the  very  prejudices  of  each 
State.  For  it  will  not  be  enough  to  draw  a  line  of 
partition  between  the  Federal  and  State  Governments, 
without  having  some  regard  to  the  temper  of  the 
latter.  The  necessary  information  can  be  contributed 
only  by  a  number  of  able  men,  differently  situated  in 
the  United  States.  These  men  can  be  found,  and 
perhaps  their  reluctance  may  be  overcome,  and  they 
may  be  induced  to  divide  the  Herculean  task  among 
them.  But,  even  with  a  division  of  the  responsibility, 
they  ought  to  be  diffident. 

Should  it,  however,  be  thought  advisable,  that  the 
project  should  be  now  favored  by  a  special  communi- 
cation from  the  President,  and  that  a  single  person 
should  be  preferred,  I  certainly  shall  add  nothing 
concerning  any  gentleman  who  may  be  so  happy  as 
to  enjoy  the  highly-valuable  endowments  requisite  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  trust  But  may  it  not  be  seri- 
ously apprehended,  that  the  employment  of  a  Judge 
in  such  a  business,  will  excite  a  jealousy  among  those 
of  his  associates,  who  will  not  acknowledge  their  in- 
feriority? Will  it  not  warp  him  in  all  his  decisions 
to  those  interpretations  which  he  may  have  given  of 
the  Constitution?  May  he  not  rather  lean  in  his 
judgments  more  to  what  he  recollects  to  have  been 
his  intention  in  drawing  a  law,  than  obey  the  settled 
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rules  of  construction?  And  who  can  say,  let  hiin  "be 
a  Judge  or  what  he  will,  that  the  glossary  or  com- 
ment, which  he  alone  shall  furnish,  may  not,  insen- 
sibly, and  contrary  to  his  own  honest  mind,  be  tinc- 
tured with  party  views? 

Upon  the  whole,  although  I  believe  that  the  digest 
will  sooner  or  later  be  attempted,  yet  am  I  sure  that 
the  Legislature  will  not  cordially  patronize  it,  until 
its  necessity  shall  be  more  obvious.  I  intended  to 
have  waited  on  you  personally  with  this  letter;  but 
having  been  detained  in  Court  during  the  whole 
week,  I  was  unable  to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  a  sincere,  and 
affectionate  attachment  and  respect,  &c, 

Edmund  Randolph. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON,   SECRETARY   OF  STATE. 

Philadelphia,  4  February,  1792. 

Sir, 

The  late  appointment  of  a  Minister  Resident  to 
the  Hague  has  brought  under  consideration  the  con- 
dition of  Mr.  Dumas,  and  the  question  whether  he  is 
or  is  not  at  present  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Dumas,  very  early  in  the  war,  was  employed, 
first  by  Dr.  Franklin,  afterwards  by  Mr.  Adams,  to 
transact  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  in  Holland. 
Congress  never  passed  any  express  vote  of  confirma- 
tion, but  they  opened  a  direct  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Dumas;  sent  him  orders  to  be  executed;  con- 
firmed and  augmented  his  salary;  made  that  aug- 
mentation retrospective ;  directed  him  to  take  up  his 
residence  in  their  Hotel  at  the  Hague;  and  passed 
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such  other  votes,  from  time  to  time,  as  established 
him,  de  facto,  their  Agent  at  the  Hague. 

On  the  change,  on  the  organization  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  1789,  no  commission  nor  new  appointment 
took  place  with  respect  to  him,  though  it  did  in  most 
other  cases;  yet  the  correspondence  with  him  from 
the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs  has  been  continued,  and 
he  has  regularly  received  his  salary.  A  doubt  has 
been  suggested,  whether  this  be  legal.  I  have  my- 
self no  doubt  but  that  it  is  legal.  I  consider  the 
source  of  authority  with  us  to  be  the  nation.  Their 
will,  declared  through  its  proper  organ,  is  valid  till 
revoked  by  their  will,  declared  through  its  proper  or- 
gan also.  Between  1776  and  1789  the  proper  organ 
for  pronouncing  their  will,  whether  Legislative  or  Ex- 
ecutive, was  a  Congress  formed  in  a  particular  man- 
ner. Since  1789  it  is  a  Congress,  formed  in  a  differ- 
ent manner,  for  laws,  and  a  President,  elected  in  a 
particular  way,  for  making  appointments  and  doing 
other  Executive  acts.  The  laws  and  appointments  of 
the  ancient  Congress  were  as  valid  and  permanent  in 
their  nature  as  the  laws  of  the  new  Congress,  or  ap- 
pointments of  the  new  Executive ;  these  laws  and 
appointments,  in  both  cases,  deriving  equally  their 
source  from  the  will  of  the  nation.  And  when  a  ques- 
tion arises  whether  any  particular  law  or  appointment 
is  still  in  force,  we  are  to  examine,  not  whether  it 
was  pronounced  by  the  ancient  or  present  organ,  but 
whether  it  has  been  at  any  time  revoked  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  nation,  -expressed  by  the  organ  compe- 
tent at  the  time. 

The  nation,  by  the  act  of  their  Federal  Convention, 
established  some  new  principles,  and  some  new  or- 
ganization of  the  Government.  This  was  a  valid  de- 
claration  of  their  will,  and,  ipso  facto,  revoked   some 
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laws  before  passed,  and  discontinued  some  offices  and 
officers  before  appointed.  Wherever,  by  this  instru- 
ment, an  old  office  was  superseded  by  a  new  one,  a 
new  appointment  became  necessary;  but  where  the 
new  Constitution  did  not  demolish  an  office,  either 
expressly  or  virtually,  nor  the  President  remove  the 
officer,  both  the  office  and  officer  remained.  This  was 
the  case  with  several.  In  many  of  them,  indeed,  an 
excess  of  caution  dictated  the  superaddition  of  a  new 
appointment;  but  where  there  was  no  such  superad- 
dition, as  in  the  instance  of  Mr.  Dumas,  both  the 
office  and  officer  still  remained ;  for  the  will  of  the 
nation,  validly  pronounced  by  the  proper  organ  of 
the  day,  had  constituted  him  their  Agent,  and  that 
will  has  not,  through  any  of  its  successive  organs, 
revoked  his  appointment.  I  think,  therefore,  there  is 
no  room  to  doubt  its  continuance,  and  that  the  re- 
ceipt of  salary  by  him  has  been  lawful. 

However,  I  would  not  wish  to  take  on  myself  alone 
the  decision  of  a  question  so  important,  whether  con- 
sidered in  a  legal  or  Constitutional  view;  and  there- 
fore submit  to  you,  Sir,  whether  it  is  not  a  proper 
question  whereon  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General. 

Another  question  then  arises ;  ought  Mr.  Dumas  to 
be  discontinued?  I  am  of  opinion,  he  ought  not 
First,  not  at  this  time;  because  Mr.  Short's  mission 
to  Madrid  will  occasion  an  immediate  vacancy  at  the 
Hague  again;  and  because,  by  the  time  that  will  be 
over,  his  appointment  at  the  Hague  must  be  discon- 
tinued altogether,  unless  Congress  should  enlarge  the 
foreign  fund.  Secondly,  not  at  any  time ;  because 
when,  after  the  peace,  Mr.  Dumas's  agency  became 
of  less  importance,  Congress,  under  various  views  of 
his  sacrifices   and  services,  manifested  that  their  con- 
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tinuance  of  him  was  in  consideration  of  these,  and  of 
his  advanced  years  and  infirm  state,  which  render  it 
impossible  for  him  to  launch  into  a  new  line  of  gain- 
ing a  livelihood ;  and  they  thought  the  continuance 
of  a  moderate  competence  to  him  for  moderate  ser- 
vices was  more  honorable  to  the  United  States  than 
to  abandon  him,  in  the  face  of  Europe,  after  and  un- 
der such  circumstances. 

I  have   the   honor   to   be,  with   sentiments    of  the 
most  profound  respect  and  attachment,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON,   SECRETARY   OF   STATE. 

Philadelphia,  7  February,  1792. 

Sir, 

An  account,  presented  to  me  by  Mr.  John  B.  Cutr 
ting,  for  expenditures  incurred  by  him  in  liberating 
the  seamen  of  the  United  States  in  British  ports,  dur- 
ing the  impressments  which  took  place  under  that 
Government  in  the  year  1790,  obliges  me  to  recall 
some  former  transactions  to  your  mind. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  the  numerous  in- 
stances of  complaint  or  information  to  us,  about  that 
time,  of  the  violence  committed  on  our  seafaring 
citizens  in  British  ports  by  their  pressgangs  and  offi- 
cers; and  that,  not  having  even  a  Consul  there  at 
that  time,  it  was  thought  fortunate  that  a  private 
citizen,  who  happened  to  be  on  the  spot,  stepped  for- 
ward for  their  protection;  that  it  was  obvious  that 
these  exertions  on  his  part  must  be  attended  with 
expense,  and  that  a  particular  demand  of  fifty  pounds 
sterling  for   this   purpose,  coming   incidentally  to  my 
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knowledge,  it  was  immediately  remitted  to  Mr.  Cut- 
ting, with  a  request  to  account  for  it  in  convenient 
time.  He  now  presents  an  account  of  all  his  ex- 
penditures in  this  business,  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  communicate  herewith. 

According  to  this,  the  oppression  extends  to  a 
much  greater  number  of  our  citizens,  and  their  re- 
lief is  more  costly,  than  had  been  contemplated.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  lay  the  account  before  the  Le- 
gislature, because  the  expenditures  being  of  a  de- 
scription which  had  not  occurred  before,  no  appro- 
priation heretofore  made  would  authorize  payment  at 
the  Treasury;  because,  too,  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
actions may,  in  some  instances,  require  justly  that  the 
ordinary  rules  of  evidence,  which  the  Auditor  is  bound 
to  apply  in  ordinary  cases,  should  suifer  relaxations, 
which  he  probably  will  not  think  himself  authorized 
to  admit,  without  the  orders  of  the  Legislature. 

The  practice  in  Great  Britain  of  impressing  seamen, 
whenever  war  is  apprehended,  will  fall   more  heavily 
on  ours   than  on   those  of  any  other  foreign  nation, 
on  account  of  the  sameness  of  language.     Our  Minis- 
ter at   that  Court,  therefore,  will,  on  these  occasions, 
be  under  the  necessity  of  interfering  for  their  protec- 
tion in  a  way  which  will  call  for  expense.    It  is  de- 
sirable   that    these   expenses    should   be   reduced   to 
certain  rules,  as  far  as  the   nature  of  the  case  will 
admit ;  and  the  sooner  they  are  so  reduced,  the  better. 
This   may  be  done,  however,  on   surer   grounds,  after 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  shall  have   entered 
with   us    into  those    arrangements   on   this   particular 
'  subject,  which  the  seriousness  of  the  case  calls  for  on 
our  part,  and  its  difficulty  may  admit  on  theirs.     This 
done,  it  will   be   desirable    that   legislative   rules   be 
framed,  which  may  equally  guide  and  justify  the  pro- 
vol.  iv.  34 
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ceedings  of  our  Minister,  or  other  agent  at  that  Court, 
and  at  the  same  time  extend  to  our  seafaring  citizens 
the  protection  of  which  they  have  so  much  need. 

Mr.  Cutting,  being  on  the  spot,  will  himself  furnish 
the  explanations  and  documents  of  his  case,  either  to 
the  Legislature,  or  a  Committee  of  it,  or  to  the  Audi- 
tor, as  he  shall  be  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM   BENJAMIN   HAWKINS. 

Senate  Chamber,  10  February,  1792. 

Sir, 

Prompted  by  the  free  and  candid  manner  you  ex- 
pressed yourself  in  political  affairs  to  me  some  days 
past,  I  shall,  without  reserve,  communicate  to  you  the 
reasons  which  induced  me  yesterday  to  vote  for 
striking  out  the  second  section  in  the  bill  which  I 
inclose  to  you.  That  I  may  be  understood  through- 
out, I  must  take  a  retrospect  on  Indian  affairs  for 
some  years  back.  During  the  war,  we  acknowledged 
the  Indians  as  brothers;  told  them  of  our  difficulties 
and  embarrassments,  arising  from  our  contest  with 
Great  Britain ;  assured  them  of  our  disposition,  though 
unable,  to  furnish  them  such  comforts  as  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  receive ;  urged  them  to  be  patient; 
and  declared  that,  when  success  crowned  our  efforts, 
they  should  be  partakers  of  our  good  fortune.  They 
were  then  acknowledged  to  be  possessors  of  the  soil 
on  which  they  lived. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  being  anxiously  desirous 
of  paying  to  our  officers  and  soldiers  as  much  of 
their  well-earned  dues,  as  was   apparently  within  the 
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view  of  the  Government,  we  seem  to  have  forgotten 
altogether  the  rights  of  the  Indians.  They  were 
treated  as  tenants  at  will.  We  seized  on  their  lands, 
and  made  a  division  of  the  same,  as  possessing  allo- 
dial right;  allotted  certain  portions  to  the  Indians  for 
hunting  grounds;  and  did  not  even  think  of  offering 
them  compensation  for  any  claims  they  might  pretend 
to  have  to  those  reserved  for  other  purposes  of  the 
Government. 

This  doctrine,  it  might  be  expected,  would  be  dis- 
liked by  the  independent  tribes.  It  was  so,  and  was 
complained  of  by  them.  It  is  the  source  of  their 
hostility.  However,  we  persevered  in  this  doctrine 
till  the  treaty  at  Fort  Harmar,  in  1788.  At  that 
period,  the  Government  pursued  different  measures. 
The  boundaries  were  recognized  and  established  by  a 
principle  of  purchase.  Some  of  the  now  hostile  Indians 
complained  of  the  conduct  of  their  brethren  in  ceding 
their  lands.  These  complaints  reached  the  Govern- 
ment, and  Governor  St  Clair  was  ordered  to  remedy 
the  defects  in  some  future  treaty.  But  they  would 
not  attend  to  his  invitation,  and  assigned,  as  a  rea- 
son, that  he  only  wanted  a  relinquishment  of  their 
claims  to  their  lands,  and  that  they  were  unwilling 
to  part  with  them.  It  was  natural  to  expect,  that, 
as  from  our  conduct  they  conceived  themselves  de- 
prived of  what  they  deemed  most  precious,  they 
would  be  in  a  state  of  hostility  against  us,  and  the 
more  so,  as  the  British  in  Canada  were  ready  enough 
to  misrepresent  all  our  conduct,  to  furnish  them  with 
military  stores,  and  for  some  purposes,  arising  from 
•  State  or  commercial  jealousy,  to  encourage  them. 

I  read,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  painftd 
detail  of  Harmar's  expedition,  and  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  retrieve  the  honor 
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of  our  military  reputation,  and  to  restore  peace.  I 
acquiesced  in  the  measures  proposed,  not  because  I 
thought  them  right,  but  because  I  was  told  that  you 
approved  of  them,  and  that  they  would  give  efficacy 
to  some  pacific  plans  you  had  in  contemplation.  Ge- 
neral Knox  told  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  that 
the  President  had  it  in  view  to  bring  about  a  peace 
by  other  means  than  coercive.  General  Schuyler  and 
some  others  declared  they  would  converse  freely  with 
you,  and  could  point  out  how  peace  could  be  obtain- 
ed without  the  further  effusion  of  blood.  Since  this, 
I  know  of  no  eiforts  made  by  the  Executive  to  in- 
duce the  Indians  to  come  to  an  accommodation  pre- 
viously to  the  last  defeat,  except  that  of  Gamelin, 
which  was  a  feeble  one,  that  of  Procter,  the  Corn- 
planter,  and  one  other,  which  failed  from  unforeseen 
difficulties. 

I  thought,  and  still  think,  the  means  of  communi- 
cating with  them  are  abundant  At  St.  Vincent's,  at 
Kaskaskia,  and  even  in  Canada,,  there  are  French,  the 
favorites  of  these  people,  and  friendly  to  us.  While 
we  contemplate  the  going  into  their  country,  we  may 
bid  adieu  to  peace.  Their  attachment  to  their  native 
soil  is  such,  that  they  will  part  with  it  but  with  their 
lives.  The  Miami  may  be  convenient  to  us,  but  ruin 
to  them  to  part  with  it  They  may  be  circumscribed, 
for  aught  I  know,  with  the  western  Indians  and  Ca- 
nada, as  the  Six  Nations  are  by  their  neighbours, 
and  have  no  place  of  their  own  to  retreat  to. 

I  shall  make  no  remark  on  the  defeat  of  the  4th 
of  November.  You  are  a  military  judge.  I  will  only 
oifer  as  my  opinion  that  the  Indians  did  not,  nor 
cannot,  exceed  twelve  hundred  effective  warriors.  As 
soon  as  the  military  arrangements  were  before  the 
Senate,  I  determined  to  examine  more  accurately  than 
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formerly  what  was  proper  for  me  to  do.  I  applied  to 
the  Secretary  at  War  for  information  on  two  points; 
first,  whether  the  plan  sent  in  was  the  result  of  your 
opinion,  or  of  that  of  the  War  Office;  and,  secondly, 
whether,  if  it  was  committed,  and  the  Committee  ap- 
plied for  your  opinion,  it  was  likely  you  would  give 
it.  I  understood  his  reply  to  the  first  to  be,  that  it 
was  the  result  of  his  reflections  submitted  to  you, 
and  by  you  to  Congress.  And  as  to  the  second,  he 
thought  you  would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion.  I 
then  determined  to  exercise  my  own.  I  have  a  great 
respect  for  the  War  Officer,  but  he  appears  to  me  to 
be  anxiously  desirous  of  having  a  considerable  stand- 
ing military  force.  All  his  views,  in  my  estimation, 
tend  to  that  end.  He  is  not  alone  in  that  opinion. 
We  have  some  in  the  Senate,  who  say  that  such  an 
establishment  is  necessary,  nay  more,  indispensable 
to  the  preservation  of  liberty.  To  a  disposition  of 
this  sort,  I  attribute  the  feeble  efforts  made  to  pur- 
chase a  peace.  Those  at  the  head  of  aflairs  to  the 
westward,  were  for  war;  all  who  are  dependent  on 
the  department,  are  for  war;  this  is  their  harvest; 
and  the  Indians  are,  to  this  moment,  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  real  disposition  of  our  Government. 
From  the  best  view  of  our  situation,  to  my  under- 
standing, I  am  for  completing  the  present  establish- 
ment, adding  the  cavalry  mentioned  in  the  bill,  and 
making  adequate  provision  for  such  effective  militia 
as  may  be  called  out,  and  enabling  the  Executive  to 
employ  such  Indians  as  are  friendly  to  us,  and  wil- 
ling to  aid  us.  The  present  establishment  and  cavalry, 
brought  all  of  them  for  the  occasion  to  a  point,  aided 
by  suitable  militia  and  the  friendly  Indians,  under  an 
officer  of  activity,  will  accomplish  every  wish  I  have 
on  the  subject,  which,  I  confess,  are  not  many.  I  am 
33* 
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for  peace;  I  am  for  the  establishment  of  posts,  not 
in  their  country,  but  in  our  own.  As  long  as  we 
attempt  to  go  into  their  country,  or  to  remain  there, 
we  shall  be  at  war.  Our  finances  are  unequal  to  the 
expensive  establishments  contemplated  by  some.  We 
can,  with  the  force  mentioned,  gain  by  victory  or 
purchase,  a  peace.  We  should  be  to  blame  to  run 
any  further  risk  of  being  insulted  by  the  British.  If 
they  will  not  give  up  the  posts,  they  will  not  quietly 
suffer  an  establishment  in  the  neighbourhood  of  them. 
We  are  unable  to  take  them;  and  it  is,  thus  circum- 
stanced, better  for  us  to  be  passive  for  the  present 

I  beg  you  to  be  persuaded,  Sir,  that,  although  I 
write  thus  freely  to  you,  it  is  to  you  only;  and 
that  I  hold  it  unbecoming  in  myself  to  write  or  speak 
any  thing,  that  may  lessen  the  respect  due  to  the  Go- 
vernment and  every  officer  of  it.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  most  respectfully,  Sir,  &c, 

Benjamin  Hawkins. 


FROM   HENRY   KNOX,   SECRETARY   OP  WAR. 

War  Department,  28  July,  1792. 

Sir, 
Since  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting 
the  21st  instant,  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Go- 
vernor Blount,  dated  the  4th  instant  A  meeting  of 
the  Cherokees,  at  Estanaula,  had  taken  place,  which 
lasted  from  the  24th  of  June  to  the  1st  of  July,  at 
which  the  Little  Turkey  and  many  other  Chiefs  were 
present;  but  the  Bloody  Fellow,  and  John  Watts, 
whom  the  Governor,  in  his  former  letter,  styled  "the 
champions  for  peace,"  were  absent.  But  most  of  the 
others   who   composed   the   delegation   were   present 
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The  dispositions  manifested  were  friendly.  A  number 
of  Chiefs  were  selected  to  protect  the  boats,  which 
were  to  pass  down  the  Tennessee  with  the  goods  de- 
signed for  the  Conference  to  be  held  with  the  Chick- 
asaws  and  Choctaws,  at  Nashville.  But  the  Little 
Turkey  expressed  considerable  dissatisfaction  at  the 
line  towards  Cumberland,  alleging  it  to  be  the  hunt- 
ing grounds  of  the  Four  Nations,  to  wit,  the  Creeks, 
Cherokees,  Choctaws,  and  Chickasafrs.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  this  man  is  the  most  influential  Chief 
of  the  Cherokees,  and  that  he  was  neither  at  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell,  in  1785,  nor  Holstein,  in  1791.  I 
have  had  some  doubts,  whether  that  part  of  the  line 
was  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the  Cherokees  gene- 
rally; and  it  really  appears  to  me  that  something 
will  yet  be  to  be  arranged  on  that  subject. 

Some  Indians,  supposed  to  be  Creeks,  have  com- 
mitted several  murders  at  Nashville,  and  have  wound- 
ed General  Robertson  and  his  son.  The  Governor 
has  had  discretionary  power  to  call  forth  such  por- 
tions of  militia  as  he  should  judge  expedient  for  the 
protection  of  the  exposed  parts  of  his  Government, 
and  he  has,  at  different  periods,  actually  called  for 
five  companies  of  militia,  most  of  which  are  now  in 
service.  The  Governor  expected  the  Chickasaws  and 
Choctaws  to  meet  him,  at  Nashville,  about  the  25th 
instant.  The  goods  for  the  Conference  at  Nashville 
left  Holstein,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Allison,  the  3d 
instant,  under  a  proper  escort,  besides  the  Indian 
Chiefs  before  mentioned.  The  Governor  and  General 
Pickens  were  to  set  out  for  Nashville  on  the  5th  in- 
stant, to  cross  Cumberland  Mountains,  escorted  by 
some  horse,  which  he  called  out  for  the  occasion. 

The  Governor  has  transmitted  the  affidavits  of  two 
men,  recently   from   the   Creek   country,  tending   to 
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prove  the  interference  of  the  Spanish  Agent  to  pre- 
vent the  Creeks  from  running  the  line;  and  also  of 
some  parties  of  Creeks  making  depredations  on  the 
Cumberland  settlements.  It  would  seem  the  Creeks 
consider  the  Cumberland  settlers  as  intruders  on  the 
joint  lands  of  the  Four  Nations,  and  therefore  they 
have  a  right  to  steal  horses,  and,  in  case  of  opposition, 
to  kill.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Governor  may  devise 
some  measures  to  prevent  the  progress  of  those  depre- 
dations, which  lead  to  a  general  confusion  and  war 
with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees.  I  shall  write  him 
by  the  way  of  Fort  Pitt 

No  information  yet  of  Colonel  Hardin  or  Major 
Trueman.  General  Wayne,  on  the  20th,  gives  inform- 
ation of  some  recent  depredations  by  small  parties 
in  Ohio  county.  About  three  hundred  and  twenty 
effectives  of  his  troops  had  arrived.  The  information 
of  recruits,  since  the  last  return,  is  agreeable  to  the 
within.  The  desertions  of  the  troops,  on  the  march, 
are  excessive.  Out  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
nearly  fifty  deserted  from  Reading  to  Fort  Pitt 

General  St  Clair  has  returned  from  the  western 
parts  of  this  State.  I  have  intimated  to  him  your 
desire  of  his  repairing  to  his  Government;  but  he 
says  it  will  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  him  to  do 
it,  as  he  has  a  lawsuit  to  be  tried  in  September  next 
He  seems  to  think  that  it  would  not  be  proper  or 
necessary  for  him  to  be  present  at  the  trial  of  Ensign 
Morgan.  He  is  to  deliver  me  his  evidence  in  a  week 
or  ten  days,  when  I  shall  order  Mr.  Morgan  to  join 
the  army,  for  his  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Henry  Knox 
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FROM   HENBY   KNOX,   SECRETARY   OF  WAR. 

War  Department,  5  August,  1792. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  afternoon  Mr.  Vigo  arrived  here  from 
Fort  Washington,  and  brought  despatches  from  Briga- 
dier-Generals Putnam  and  Wilkinson  to  the  9th  of 
July,  as  will  appear  by  the  abstracts  of  Brigadier 
Wilkinson's  letter  of  the  9th  of  July,  herein  inclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  your  consideration, 
General  Putnam's  letter,  giving  his  opinion  of  the 
operations  proper  to  be  pursued.  On  this  letter  I 
shall,  by  the  next  post,  submit  to  your  view  some 
observations.  The  fate  of  poor  Trueman  is  but  too 
probably  sealed,  and  perhaps  that  of  Hardin  too. 

General  Putnam,  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  July, 
which  principally  contains  the  same  information  as 
that  mentioned  in  Wilkinson's  letters,  states  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  a  treaty  ought  to  be  concluded,  as  soon 
as  possible,  with  the  Wabash  Indians,  and  presents 
be  made.  Being  firmly  persuaded  of  the  soundness 
of  this  opinion,  I  shall  direct  the  measure.  It  is 
more  especially  necessary,  as  Mr.  Vigo  informs  me, 
that  the  said  Indians  would  not  come  even  to  Fort 
Washington,  much  less  to  Philadelphia.  Brigadier 
Wilkinson's  attention  to  all  parts  of  his  duty,  and 
his  activity,  render  him  a  great  acquisition  to  the 
public. 

A  banditti,  without  any  fixed  residence,  consisting 
of  about  ten  Cherokees,  thirty  Creeks,  and  fourteen 
Shawanese,  outcasts  from  their  respective  tribes,  are 
perpetually  committing  depredations  on  the  Cumber- 
land settlements.  They  have  lately  attacked  a  mili- 
tary station  near  Nashville,  and   carried  it    Twenty- 
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one  men  were  killed,  or  taken;  but  the  Cherokees 
compelled  the  said  banditti  to  deliver  up  their  pri- 
soners, amounting  to  six.  These  are  the  same  rascals, 
probably,  who  attacked  Major  Doughty  in  the  year 
1789.  I  have  this  information  from  Mr.  Vigo.  The 
necessity  of  the  case  will  justify  the  measure  of  em- 
powering Governor  Blount  to  call  out  sixty  or  one 
hundred  mounted  riflemen,  to  cut  off,  if  possible,  the 
said  banditti.  He  has  that  number  at  present  in 
service ;  and,  as  he  has  been  empowered  to  retain  in 
service  as  many  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  he  will  keep  them  up  as  long  as 
necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM   ALEXANDER    HAMILTON,   SECRETARY   OF  THE    TREASURY. 

Philadelphia,  18  August,  1792. 

Sir, 

I  am  happy  to  be  able,  at  length,  to  send  you 
answers  to  the  objections  which  were  communicated 
in  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  July* 

They  have  unavoidably  been  drawn  in  haste,  too 
much  so  to  do  perfect  justice  to  the  subject,  and 
have  been  copied  just  as  they  flowed  from  my  heart 
and  pen,  without  revision  or  correction.  Tou  will 
observe,  that  here  and  there  some  severity  appears. 
I  have  not  fortitude  enough  always  to  bear,  with 
calmness,  calumnies,  which  necessarily  include  me  as 
a  principal   agent  in   the   measures  censured,  of  the 


*  See  this  letter  in  Washington's  Writings,  Vol.  X.  p.  283;  and  the 
"answers  to  the  objections,"  here  mentioned,  in  Hamilton's  Works,  Vol. 
IV.  p.  248. 
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falsehood  of  which  I  have  the  most  unqualified  con- 
sciousness. I  trust  that  I  shall  always  be  able  to 
bear,  as  I  ought,  imputations  of  errors  of  judgment ; 
but  I  acknowledge  that  I  cannot  be  entirely  patient 
under  charges  which  impeach  the  integrity  of  my 
public  motives  or  conduct.  I  feel  that  I  merit  them 
in  no  degree;  and  expressions  of  indignation  sometimes 
escape  me,  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  suppress  them. 
I  rely  on  your  goodness  for  the  proper  allowances. 

With  high   respect,  and  the   most   affectionate   at- 
tachment, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM   HENRY   KNOX,   SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 

War  Department,  81  August,  1792. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herein,  inclosed,  a  let- 
ter to  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  and  one  to  Mr.  Sea- 
grove  ;  the  former  draughted  by  the  Attorney-General, 
and  both  approved  by  the  same,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  principles  you  were  pleased  to 
suggest  have  been  the  basis  of  these  papers  *  The 
manner  of  treating  the  Spaniards  and  McGillivray, 
was  unanimously  considered  as  the  most  proper  to  be 
adopted  in  the  present  conjuncture.  One  of  the 
Spanish  Commissioners  is  at  present  in  Virginia,  and 
the  other  in  the  country,  but  will  return  either  to- 
day or  to-morrow.  I  shall  see  him,  and,  conformably 
to  the  advice  of  the  gentlemen,  mention  the  affair 
verbally  and  informally;  the  result  of  which  I  will 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you. 

*  Washington's  Writings,  Vol.  X.  p.  267. 
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Letters  have  just  been  received  from  Major-General 
Wayne.  All  quiet.  He  has  transmitted  his  ideas  of 
the  further  progress  of  the  war,  in  case  the  negotia- 
tions should  fail,  which  shall  be  transmitted  by  the 
next  post.  I  have  directed  that  the  express  be  fur- 
nished with  one  hundred  dollars,  out  of  which  he 
will  return  the  money  you  were  pleased  to  advance 
him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Philadelphia,  17  October,  1792. 

Sir, 

In  a  letter  from  Monticello,  I  took  the  liberty  of 
saying  that,  as  soon  as  I  should  return  here,  where 
my  letter-books  were,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of 
troubling  you  with  the  perusal  of  such  parts  of  my 
correspondence  from  France,  as  would  show  my  genu- 
ine sentiments  of  the  new  Constitution.  When  I  ar- 
rived in  Philadelphia,  the  5th  instant,  I  found  that 
many  of  my  letters  had  been  already  put  into  the 
papers,  by  the  gentlemen  possessed  of  the  originals, 
as  I  presume ;  for  not  a  word  of  it  had  ever  been 
communicated  to  me,  and  the  copies  I  had  retained 
were  under  a  lock,  of  which  I  had  the  key. 

These  publications  are  genuine,  and  render  it  un- 
necessary to  give  you  any  further  trouble,  than  to 
see  extracts  from  two  or  three  other  letters,  which 
have  not  been  published,  and  the  genuine  letter 
for  the  payment  of  the  French  debt  Pardon  my 
adding  this  to  so  many  troubles  as  you  have.  I 
think  it  necessary  you  should  know  my  real  opinions, 
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that  you  may  know  how  to  make  use  of  me;  and  it 
is  essential  to  my  tranquillity  not  to  be  misknown 
to  you.  I  hope  it  is  the  last  time  I  shall  feel  a  ne- 
cessity of  asking  your  attention  to  a  disagreeable 
subject;  being,  with  sincere  wishes  for  your  tranquil- 
lity and  happiness,  and  with  perfect  respect,  &c, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM   GOUYERNEUR  MORRIS. 

Paris,  22  October,  1791. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  21st  of  June,  is  at  length  safely  ar- 
rived. Poor  Lafayette!*  Your  letter  for  him  must 
remain  with  me  some  time.  His  enemies  here  are  as 
virulent  as  ever,  and  I  can  give  you  no  better  proof 
than  this.  Among  the  King's  papers  was  found  no- 
thing of  what  his  enemies  wished  and  expected,  ex- 
cept his  correspondence  with  M.  de  Lafayette,  which 
breathes,  from  beginning  to  end,  the  purest  sentiments 
of  freedom.  It  is  therefore  kept  secret,  while  he 
stands  accused  of  designs,  in  conjunction  with  the 
dethroned  monarch,  to  enslave  his  country. 

The  fact,  respecting  this  correspondence,  is  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  a  person  to  whom  it  was  related 
confidentially  by  one  of  the  parties  who  examined  it. 
You  will  have  seen,  in  my  letters  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  a 
proposition  made  by  Mr.  Short  respecting  M.  de  La- 
fayette, with  my  reply.  I  had  very  good  reason  to 
apprehend   that  our  interference,  at  that   time,  would 

*  Lafayette   was  made  prisoner  on  the  frontier   of  France,  by  the 
Austrians,  on  the   20th  of  August,  and  was  soon   afterwards  confined 
in  the  castle  of  WezeL    Thence  he  was  transferred  successively  to  the 
prisons  of  Magdeburg,  Glatz,  Neisse,  and  Olmutz. 
VOL.   IV.  35 
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have  been  injurious  to  him;  but  I  hope  that  a  mo- 
ment will  soon  offer,  in  which  something  may  be 
done  for  his  relief.  In  reading  my  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Short,  you  must  consider  that  I  wrote  to 
the  French  and  Austrian  Government,  as  each  would 
take  the  liberty  to  read  my  letters. 

You  will  have  seen,  also,  that,  in  my  letters  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  I  hint  at  the  dangers  attending  a  residence 
in  this  city.  Some  of  the  sanguinary  events  which 
have  taken  place,  and  which  were  partial  executions 
of  great  plans,  will  point  to  a  natural  interpretation 
thereof;  but  these  were  not  what  I  contemplated. 
Should  we  ever  meet,  I  will  entertain  you  with  the 
recital  of  many  things  which  it  would  be  improper 
to  commit  to  paper,  at  least  for  the  present  You 
will  have  seen  that  the  King  is  accused  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanours ;  but  I  verily  believe  that 
he  wished  sincerely  for  this  nation  the  enjoyment  of 
the  utmost  degree  of  liberty  which  their  situation 
and  circumstances  will  permit.  He  wished  for  a  good 
Constitution ;  but,  unfortunately,  he  had  not  the  means 
to  obtain  it,  or,  if  he  had,  he  was  thwarted  by  those 
about  him.  What  may  be  his  fate,  God  only  knows ; 
but  history  informs  us,  that  the  passage  of  dethroned 
monarchs  is  short  from  the  prison  to  the  grave. 

I  have  mentioned  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  repeatedly,  my 
wish  to  have  positive  instructions  and  orders  for  my 
government  I  need  not  tell  you,  Sir,  how  agreeable 
this  would  be  to  me,  and  what  a  load  it  would  take 
from  my  mind.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  fully  sensible 
that  it  may  be  inconvenient  to  give  me  such  orders. 
The  United  States  may  wish  to  temporize,  and  see 
how  things  are  likely  to  end ;  and  in  such  case,  leav- 
ing me  at  large,  with  the  right  reserved  to  avow  or 
disavow  me  according  to  circumstances  and  events,  is 
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for  the  Government  an  eligible  position.  My  part  in 
the  play,  is  not  quite  so  eligible;  but,  although  I  wish 
the  Senate  to  be  sensible  of  this,  I  am  far  from  wish- 
ing that  any  precipitate  step  be  taken  to  relieve  me 
from  it,  for  I  know  how  contemptible  is  every  pri- 
vate consideration,  when  compared  with  the  public 
interests.  One  step,  however,  seems  natural;  namely, 
to  say  that,  before  any  new  letters  of  credence  are 
given,  it  will  be  proper  to  know  to  whom  they  are 
to  be  directed,  because  the  Convention,  a  mere  tem- 
porary body,  is  to  be  succeeded  by  some  fixed  form, 
and  it  may  be  a  long  time  before  any  such  form 
will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  from  the  materials  in  his  possession, 
will  be  able  to  give  you  an  accurate  account  of  the 
military  events.  I  discover  three  capital  errors  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick.  First,  his 
proclamation  arrogated  rights,  which,  on  no  construc- 
tion, could  belong  to  him  or  his  employers,  and  con- 
tained threats  which  no  circumstances  could  warrant, 
and  which,  in  no  supposable  success,  could  be  execut- 
ed. They  tended,  however,  to  unite  the  nation  in 
opposing  him,  seeing  that  no  hope  remained  for  those 
who  had  taken  any  part  in  the  revolution  ;  and  the 
conduct  observed  towards  Monsieur  de  Lafayette  and 
his  companions,  was  a  severe  comment  on  the  cruelty 
of  the  rest.  Thus,  in  the  same  moment,  he  wounded 
the  pride,  insulted  the  feelings,  and  alarmed  the  fears 
of  all  France.  And,  by  his  thundering  menaces  to 
protect  the  royal  family,  he  plunged  them  into  the 
situation  from  which  he  meant  to  extricate  them. 

The  second  error  was,  not  to  dash  at  Paris  the  in- 
stant he  received  the  news  of  the  affair  of  the  tenth. 
He  should  then  have  advanced  at  all  hazards,  and  if, 
in  so  doing,  he  had  declared  to  the  several  Generals 
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and  armies,  that  he  expected  their  assistance  to  re- 
store their  dethroned  Prince  and  violated  Constitu- 
tion, I  am  persuaded  that  he  would  have  met  with  as 
much  support  as  opposition.  I  learn,  within  these  two 
days,  that  the  Delegates  of  Lorraine  and  Alsace  had 
so  little  hope,  or  rather  were  so  thoroughly  persuaded 
that  those  Provinces  would  join  the  enemy,  that  they 
made  unusual  haste  to  come  forward,  lest  they  should 
be  apprehended.  Great  activity,  in  that  moment 
would  have  done  wonders ;  but  then  he  was  not 
ready. 

The   third   great   error   was,  that,  after  waiting  so 
long,  he  came  forward  at  all,  this  season.     By  menac- 
ing the  frontiers  with  great  and  increasing  force,  vast 
numbers  of  the  militia  would  have  been  drawn  to  the 
utmost  verge  of  the  French  territory.     The  difficulty 
of  subsisting   them  there  would   have   been    extreme. 
By  taking  strong  and  good  positions,  his  troops  would 
have    been   preserved    in   full  vigor,  and  the  French, 
wasted  by  disease,  tired    of  inaction,  and   stimulated 
by  their  natural  impatience  and   impetuosity  of  tem- 
per, would  have  forced  their  Generals  to  attack,  even 
if  they   had    the    prudence    to  be  quiet*     The  conse- 
quence of  such  attack,  excepting  always  the  will  of 
God,  must  have  been  a  complete  victory  -on  his  part, 
and  then  it  would  have  been  next  to   impossible  for 
them  to  escape.     Then  the  towns  would  have  surren- 
dered, believing  the  business  to  be  over,  and  he  might 
have  come  as  far  forward  this  autumn  as  the  needful 
transportation   of  stores  would   permit.    Next   spring 
France  would  have  found  it  almost  impossible  to  sub- 
sist the  armies  needful  for  the   defence   in   that  part 
of  the  country   which  is  most  defensible,  and,  of  con- 
sequence, her  enemy  would  have   reached   the    point 
from  which  he   lately  retreated,  without   the   smallest 
difficulty. 
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The  appearances  are  so  vague  and  contradictory, 
that  I  cannot  pretend  to  tell  you  whether  the  alli- 
ance will  or  will  not  be  preserved  for  the  next  cam- 
paign. If  I  were  to  hazard  conjectures  on  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  it  might  cast  suspicions  where  I 
have  not  sufficient  ground,  and  therefore  I  will  bury 
them  in  my  own  bosom,  lest  accident  should  put  this 
letter  into  improper  hands.  France  has  a  strong  ally 
in  the  feelings  of  those  nations  who  are  subject  to 
despotism ;  but,  for  that  very  reason,  she  has  a  mortal 
enemy  in  every  Prince.  If,  as  is  very  possible,  the 
league  should  hold  firm  till  next  spring,  it  will  then 
have  gained  considerable  auxiliaries,  and  I  am  very 
much  mistaken  if  this  nation  will  make  as  great  ef- 
forts as  those  she  is  now  making.  The  character  of 
nations  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in  all  poli- 
tical questions,  and  that  of  France  has  ever  been  an 
enthusiastic  inconstancy.  They  soon  get  tired  of  a 
thing.  They  adopt  without  examination,  and  reject 
without  sufficient  cause.  They  are  now  agog  with 
their  republic,  and  may  perhaps  adopt  some  form  of 
Government  with  a  huzza;  but  that  they  will  adopt 
a  good  form,  or,  having  adopted,  adhere  to  it,  is  what 
I  do  not  believe.  There  is  a  great  body  of  Royalists 
in  the  country,  who  do  not  now  declare  themselves, 
because  it  would  be  certain  death;  but  a  favorable 
occasion  would  bring  them  out  of  their  holes. 

The  factions  here  are  violent,  and  among  those  who 
administer  the  Government  there  is  not,  I  am  told, 
that  degree  of  character  which  lays  hold  of  the  es- 
teem and  respect  of  mankind,  but  rather  the  contrary. 
In  their  opponents,  there  is  a  nervous  temper,  which 
sticks  at  nothing;  and,  if  I  see  rightly,  there  is  in 
the  current  of  their  affairs,  a  strong  eddy  or  counter 
tide,  which  may  change  materially  both  men  and 
35* 
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things.  Yet,  let  what  will  happen,  I  think  it  hardly 
possible  that  they  should  blunder  as  much  as  the 
emigrants;  and  I  am  prone  to  believe  that^  in  war 
and  politics,  the  folly  of  our  adversaries  constitutes 
our  greatest  force.  The  future  prospect,  therefore,  is 
involved  in  mist  and  darkness. 

There  is  but  one  sovereign  in  Europe,  the  Empress 
of  Russia,  who  is  not,  in  the  scale  of  talents,  consider- 
ably below  par.  The  Emperor,  who,  it  is  said,  is  con- 
sumptive and  cannot  live  long,  is  now  much  influenced 
by  Manfredi,  a  statesman  of  the  Italian  school,  who 
takes  insincerity  for  wisdom.  The  Prussian  Cabinet 
is  far  from  strong.  Leuchesini,  an  able  man,  is  said 
to  be  rising  in  influence  there ;  but  there  is  such  a 
mixture  of  lust  and  folly  in  the  Chief,  that  no  one 
man  can  keep  things  steady.  The  alliance  with  Vi- 
enna is  disagreeable  to  the  Prussians,  and  particularly 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Berlin,  which  may  have  some 
influence  in  destroying  it ;  and  his  Mjgesty  has  given 
three  strong  proofs,  since  his  accession,  that  he  is  by- 
no  means  nice  on  the  subject  of  public  faith.  The 
invasion  of  Brabant  will,  I  am  persuaded,  alarm  both 
Britain  and  Holland;  but  whether  they  will  confine 
themselves  to  court  intrigue,  or  come  into  the  field, 
is  doubtful. 

Thus  you  will  perceive,  Sir,  that  nothing  can  be 
predicted,  with  tolerable  certainty,  respecting  the  af- 
fairs of  this  country,  either  internal  or  external,  at 
the  present  moment.    I  am,  &c, 

GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 
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FROM   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON,    SECRETARY   OF    THE   TREASURY. 
Treasury  Department,  19  November,  1792. 

Sir, 

I  have  carefully  reflected  on  the  application  of  Mr. 
Ternant,  for  an  additional  supply  of  money  for  the 
use  of  the  Colony  of  St  Domingo,  on  account  of  the 
debt  due  to  France,  which  I  regard  more  and  more 
as  presenting  a  subject  extremely  delicate  and  em- 
barrassing. Two  questions  arise;  first,  as  to  the  abi- 
lity of  the  United  States  to  furnish  the  money,  which 
is  stated  at  about  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  remaining  of  the 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  some  time  since  pro- 
mised; secondly,  as  to  the  propriety  of  doing  it,  on 
political  considerations. 

With  regard  to  ability,  I  feel  little  doubt  that  it 
will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  the 
sum.  Yet,  circumstanced  as  we  are,  with  the  possibi- 
lity of  more  extensive  demands  than  at  present  exist, 
for  exigencies  of  a  very  serious  nature,  I  think  it 
would  not  be  desirable  to  be  bound  by  a  positive 
stipulation  for  the  entire  amount. 

With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure  on 
political  considerations,  more  serious  difficulties  occur. 
The  late  suspension  of  the  King,  which  is  officially 
communicated,  and  the  subsequent  abolition  of  royalty 
by  the  Convention,  which  the  newspapers  announce 
with  every  appearance  of  authenticity,  essentially 
change,  for  the  moment,  the  condition  of  France. 

If  a  restoration  of  the  King  should  take  place,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  no  payment,  which  might  be  made 
in  the  interval,  would  be  deemed  regular  or  obliga- 
tory.    The  admission  of  it  to  our  credit  would  conse- 
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quently  be  considered  as  matter  of  discretion,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  entertained  of  its  merit  and  utility. 
A  payment  to  the  newly  constituted  power,  as  a  re- 
imbursement in  course,  or  in  any  manner  which 
would  subject  it  to  be  used  in  support  of  the  change, 
would  doubtless  be  rejected. 

An  advance,  however,  to  supply  the  urgent  neces- 
sities of  a  part  of  the  French  empire,  struggling  un- 
der the  misfortune  of  an  insurrection,  of  the  nature 
of  that  which  has  for  some  time  distressed,  and  now 
exposes  to  the  danger  of  total  ruin  by  famine,  the 
Colony  of  St.  Domingo,  is  of  a  different  complexion. 
Succours,  furnished  in  such  a  situation,  under  due 
limitations,  would  be  so  clearly  an  act  of  humanity 
and  friendship,  of  such  evident  utility  to  the  French 
empire,  that  no  future  Government  could  refuse  to 
allow  a  credit  for  them,  without  a  disregard  of  mode- 
ration and  equity.  But  the  claim  for  such  credit 
would  not  be  of  a  nature  to  be  regularly  and  of 
course  valid;  consequently  would  be  liable  to  be  dis- 
puted. 

The  condition  in  which  the  Colony  has  lately  placed 
itself,  by  espousing  the  last  change  which  has  been 
made  in  France,  operates  as  a  serious  difficulty  in  the 
case,  and  may  be  made  a  ground  of  objection  to  any 
aid  which  may  be  given  them.  There  is  even  a 
question,  whether  there  be  now  any  organ  of  the 
French  nation,  which  can  regularly  ask  the  succour; 
whether  the  commission  to  Mr.  Ternant  be  not  vir- 
tually superseded.  It  is  also  an  objection  (in  the 
view  of  regularity  and  validity)  to  the  supply  asked, 
thai  the  decree  of  the  National  Assembly,  on  which 
it  is  founded,  contemplated  a  negotiation  between  the 
Executive  power  in  France,  and  our  Minister  there. 
The  channel  has  not  been  pursued,  and  no  substitute 
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has  been   provided.     The  business  wants  organization, 
in  every  sense. 

From  these  premises  I  deduce,  —  that  nothing  can 
be  done  without  risk  to  the  United  States ;  that,  there- 
fore, as  little  as  possible  ought  to  be  done  j  that  what- 
ever may  be  done,  should  be  cautiously  restricted  to 
the  idea  of  preserving  the  Colony  from  destruction  by 
famine;  that,  in  all  communications  on  the  subject, 
care  should  be  taken  to  put  it  on  this  footing,  and 
even  to  avoid  the  explicit  recognition  of  any  regular 
authority  in  any  person.  Under  these  cautions  and 
restrictions,  but  not  otherwise,  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
it  as  my  opinion  that  succours  ought  to  be  granted, 
notwithstanding  the  degree  of  risk  which  will  attend 
it;  that  they  should  be  effected  by  occasional  ad- 
vances, without  previous  stipulation,  and  with  only  a 
general  assurance  that  the  United  States,  disposed  to 
contribute  by  friendly  offices  to  the  preservation  of 
an  important  portion  of  the  French  Empire,  and  to 
that  of  French  citizens  from  the  calamity  of  famine, 
will  endeavour,  from  time  to  time,  as  far  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  to  afford  means  of  sustenance. 

According  to  a  statement  of  M.  de  la  Forest,  the 
provisions  desired  to  be  shipped  in  the  course  of  No- 
vember would  amount  to  eighty-three  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars,  including  the  total  supply  of  fish 
and  oil.  Towards  this  he  computes  the  application 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  remainder  of  the 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  heretofore  promised, 
which  would  leave  a  deficiency  of  thirty-three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars.  This  sum,  or,  in  round 
numbers,  forty  thousand,  can  be  engaged  to  be  fur- 
nished ;  and  in  December,  if  no  future  circumstances 
forbid,  a  further  sum  can  be  engaged  to  be  supplied, 
payable  at  a  future  short  period.    It  will  be  proper 
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that  the  most  precise  measures  should  be  taken  to 
ascertain,  from  time  to  time,  the  investment  of  the 
moneys  supplied,  in  purchasing  and  forwarding  provi- 
sions from  this  country  to  the  Colony  in  question. 
It  has  been  heretofore  understood  that  the  balance  of 
the  sum,  some  time  since  stipulated,  was  to  be  fur- 
nished; which,  accordingly,  has  been  and  is  doing. 
Engagements  for  supplies  have  been  entered  into 
upon  the  basis  of  that  stipulation;  and  payments  to 
as  great,  if  not  a  greater  amount,  are  becoming  due, 
in  which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  mate- 
rially interested. 

The  caution,  which  is  deemed  necessary,  has  refer- 
ence not  only  to  the  safety  of  the  United  States  in 
a  pecuniary  respect,  but  to  the  consideration  of  avoid- 
ing a  dangerous  commitment,  which  may  even  *  prove 
a  source  of  misunderstanding  between  this  country 
and  the  future  Government  of  the  French  nation. 
From  all  that  is  hitherto  known,  there  is  no  ground 
to  conclude  that  the  governing  power,  by  the  last 
advices,  will  be  of  long  duration.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  the  highest  respect  and  truest  attachment, 
Sir,  &c, 

Alexander  Hamilton. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON,  SECRETARY   OF   STATE. 

Philadelphia,  1  January,  1793. 

Sir, 

I  have  duly  considered  the  translation  of  the  letter 

of  December  27th,  from  M.  de  la  Forest,  stating  that 

the  French  Consuls  here  have  a  right  to  receive  their 

salaries    at  Paris;    that,   under    the    present   circum- 
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stances,  they  cannot  dispose  of  their  bills ;  and  desir- 
ing that  our  Government  will  take  them  as  a  remit- 
tance in  part  of  the  moneys  we  have  to  pay  to 
France.  No  doubt  he  proposes  to  let  us  have  them 
on  such  terms  as  may  insure  us  against  loss  either 
from  the  course  of  exchange  of  cash  for  cash  at 
Philadelphia,  Amsterdam,  and  Paris,  or  from  the  dif- 
ference between  cash  and  assignats  at  Paris,  in  which 
latter  form  they  will  probably  be  paid. 

I  do  not  observe  any  objection  from  the  Treasury, 
that  this  channel  of  remittance  would  be  out  of  their 
ordinary  line,  and  inadmissible  on  that  account.  Tak- 
ing it,  therefore,  on  the  ground  merely  of  an  ad- 
vance unauthorized  by  the  French  Government,  I 
think  the  bills  may  be  taken.  We  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  the  money  is  due  to  them,  and  none 
to  doubt  it  will  be  paid,  every  creditor  being  author- 
ized to  draw  on  his  debtor.  They  will  be  paid  indeed 
in  assignats,  at  the  nominal  value  only;  but  it  is  pre- 
viously understood  that  these  will  procure  cash  on 
the  spot,  of  the  real  value  we  shall  have  paid  for 
them.  The  risk,  if  any,  is  certainly  very  small,  and 
such  as  it  would  be  expedient  in  us  to  encounter  in 
order  to  oblige  these  gentlemen.  I  think  it  of  real 
value,  to  produce  favorable  dispositions  in  the  agents 
of  foreign  nations  here.  Cordiality  among  nations  de- 
pends very  much  on  the  representations  of  their 
agents  mutually;  and  cordiality,  once  established,  is 
of  immense  value,  even  counted  in  money,  from  the 
favors  it  produces  in  commerce,  and  the  good  under- 
standing it  preserves  in  matters  merely  political. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
most  perfect  respect  and  attachment,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 
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FROM   GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 

Paris,  14  February,  1793. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  20th  of  October, 
which  was  very  long  on  its  way.  You  will  find  that 
events  have  blackened  more  and  more  in  this  coun- 
try. The  present  prospects  are  dreadful.  It  is  not 
bo  much,  perhaps,  the  external  force,  great  as  that 
may  be ;  for  there  are  always  means  of  defence  in  so 
vast  a  nation.  The  exhausted  state  of  resources  might 
also  be  borne  with,  if  not  remedied.  But  the  disor- 
ganized state  of  the  Government  appears  to  be  irre- 
mediable. The  venality  is  such,  that  if  there  be  no 
traitors,  it  is  because  the  enemy  have  not  common 
sense.  Without  the  aid  of  venality,  there  are  not 
a  few  who,  from  mistaken  zeal,  and  from  ignorance, 
contribute  to  the  success  of  those  powers  who  are 
leagued  against  France.  Many,  also,  under  the  garb 
of  patriotism,  conceal  their  attachment  to  the  former 
Government  In  short,  the  fabric  of  the  present  sys- 
tem is  erected  on  a  quagmire.  The  new  Constitution 
has  not  yet  made  its  appearance,  but  it  is  easy  to 
conjecture  what  it  will  not  be.  In  the  mean  time  I 
learn,  that  the  Ministers  of  War  and  Marine  declare 
it  impossible  for  them  to  go  on.  How  all  this  will 
end,  God  only  knows ;  but  I  fear  it  will  end  badly. 

I  will  not  speak  of  my  own  situation;  you  will 
judge  that  it  is  far  from  pleasant.  I  could  be  popu- 
lar, but  that  would  be  wrong.  The  different  parties 
pass  away  like  the  shadows  in  a  magic  lantern,  and 
to  be  well  with  any  one  of  them,  would,  in  a  short 
period,  become  the  cause  of  unquenchable  hatred  with 
the  others. 
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Happy,  happy  America;  governed  by  reason,  by 
law,  by  the  man  whom  she  loves,  whom  she  almost 
adores!  It  is  the  pride  of  my  life  to  consider  that 
man  as  my  friend,  and  I  hope  long  to  be  honored 
with  that  title.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Sir,  and 
keep  and  preserve  you !  Tour  cool  and  steady  temper 
is  now  of  infinite  consequence  to  our  country.  As 
soon  as  I  can  see  the  way  open  to  any  thing  decisive, 
I  shall  inform  you  of  it.  At  present  I  weary  myself 
with  unavailing  reflection,  meditation,  and  conjecture. 
A  partition  seems  the  most  probable  event  at  present. 
Adieu. 

GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 


FROM  EDMUND   RANDOLPH,   ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Philadelphia,  14  February,  1798. 

Sir, 

I  have  revolved,  with  great  attention,  the  matter 
of  the  letter  which  you  yesterday  did  me  the  honor 
of  confiding  to  my  perusal.  Convulsed  as  we  are,  I 
cannot  but  believe  that  there  is  scarcely  a  man  in 
the  Government,  whom  party  will  not,  sooner  or  later, 
destine  for  an  attack.  A  communication,  therefore, 
which  seems  even  to  be  tinctured  with  particular  ob- 
jects, will  naturally  excite  caution.  I  hope,  however, 
that  I  shall  not  be  understood  to  insinuate  the  most 
distant  suspicion  of  that  affectionate  attachment  which 
is  professed ;  for  I  am  truly  persuaded  of  it.  I  mean 
no  more  than  that  kind  of  caution  which  would  pre- 
vent you  from  heartily  acceding  to,  or  rejecting,  pro- 
positions so  delicate  in  themselves. 

What  is  due  to  the  French  nation  up  to  the  close 
of  1792,  ought,  if  practicable,  to  be  paid  to   the  ex- 

vol.  iv.  36 
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isting  authorities  of  France.  This  can  never  be  ques- 
tioned as  to  its  validity  or  propriety,  let  the  shape 
of  their  Government  be  what  it  will  j  nor  can  it  give 
just  umbrage  to  any  member  of  the  hostile  Confede- 
racy. But,  as  this  sum  is  probably  far  below  the 
wishes  of  the  French  Minister,  it  will  be  asked 
whether  the  large  advance  of  three  million  tournois 
can  be  made ;  and,  if  it  can,  ought  it  to  be  made  ? 

You  informed  me,  Sir,  that  the  ability  of  the  trea- 
sury to  accomplish  this,  depended  upon  the  success 
of  a  bill  now  on  its  passage  through  the  Legislature. 
Of  course  the  United  States  are  not  yet  in  a  capa- 
city of  advancing,  unless  the  other  advice  be  followed, 
of  scrutinizing  the  Treasury  Department,  and  thence 
discovering  funds ;  or  of  instituting  a  new  loan.  The 
former  is  in  a  train  of  being  executed,  and  could  not 
now  be  quickened.  Should  the  Executive  at  this  mo- 
ment originate  a  similar  investigation,  it  might  look 
like  something  more  than  a  neutrality  between  the 
parties.  Possibly,  at  a  future  day,  when  the  result  of 
the  Congressional  inquiry  shall  be  known,  if  it  should 
not  be  satisfactory  to  you,  you  may  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  impart  the  nature  of  the  information  referred 
to  in  the  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In 
the  mean  time,  while  Congress  are  still  in  motion  on 
the  subject  of  finance,  I  presume  that  the  proposed 
alternative  of  a  loan  must  be  suspended. 

Let  me  next  suppose,  that  money  adequate  to  the 
advance  was  now  in  hand.  Even  the  situation  of 
France,  with  respect  to  other  powers,  is  serious  and 
important.  A  voluntary  payment  of  what  is  not  yet 
due,  carries  with  it  causes  of  jealousy.  On  the  op- 
posite side,  threatened  famine  will,  if  not  attempted 
to  be  averted,  rouse  the  zealous  partisans  of  French 
politics   in  America.     Perhaps,   too,   it    may    deserve 
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consideration,  how  far  the  opportunity  of  forming  a 
close  connection  with  the  French  republic  may  be 
lost  or  weakened  by  refusing  to  gratify  it,  and  how 
far  it  may  spread  a  favorable  impression  of  the  Fe- 
deral Administration  throughout  the  United  States. 
Again;  should  the  advance  be  approved,  the  allied 
nations  can  well  be  told,  if  they  remonstrate,  that  the 
danger  of  a  famine  was  a  leading  motive.  Should  it 
be  disapproved,  the  French  will  be  conscious  that  they 
have  no  right  to  demand  it,  and  that  money  cannot 
be  furnished  in  republics  at  will,  or  in  the  same  pro- 
fusion as  in  monarchies.  Upon  the  whole,  I  should  be 
inclined  to  the  advance,  if  it  was  easily  within  our 
reach.  But  I  see  no  reason,  nor  a  state  of  things 
sufficiently  ripe,  for  deciding  the  question  at  this  mo- 
ment 

I  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  suggesting,  whether 
Mr.  Ternant  may  not  be  informed  that  the  balance, 
up  to  the  end  of  1792,  shall  be  paid,  and  that  a  de- 
finitive answer,  as  to  the  residue  of  the  requisition, 
will  be  given  as  soon  as  the  fiscal  arrangements  of 
Congress  shall  be  finished.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
will  you  be  possessed  of  the  facts,  necessary  in  such 
a  case;  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  you  be  able  to 
avoid  the  appearance  of  sheltering  one  officer,  or  of 
countenancing  his  adversary.  Mr.  Ternant  cannot  but 
acquiesce  in  the  fitness  of  the  measure ;  and  it  will 
be  seen,  by  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  letter,  that 
while  you  will  not  precipitate  yourself  into  the  steps 
recommended,  you  have  marked  out,  in  your  own 
mind,  a  day,  reasonably  distant,  for  again  calling  the 
subject  into  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Edmund  Randolph. 
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FROM   EDMUND   RANDOLPH,  ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 

Philadelphia,  22  February,  1793. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  of  presenting  to   you  some 
of  those  views,  which  the  very  delicate   affair   of  the 
removal  affords,   and   the   result  of  a   provisional   in- 
quiry which  I  set  on  foot 

1.  The  charges  have  come  in  an  ambiguous  form, 
half  private,  half  public ;  and  it  must  be  uncertain, 
until  the  arrival  of  the  new  Minister  from  France,  to 
what  extent  those  charges  are  to  be  pressed.  To 
seize  so  imperfect  an  opportunity  for  dismission,  might 
argue  an  eagerness  to  get  rid  of  the  officer;  and, 
before  such  a  stroke  is  given  to  the  reputation  of 
any  man,  ought  he  not  to  be  heard? 

2.  I  understand,  however,  that  a  middle  ground 
has  been  recommended;  by  exchanging  the  gentle- 
man in  question  for  another  diplomatic  resident  At 
first  sight,  this  expedient  has  the  advantage  of  being 
conciliatory,  although,  even  in  this  particular,  it  may 
possibly  fail.  But  what  will  be  the  reason  given  out 
to  the  world  for  such  an  alteration?  I  here  take  it 
for  granted,  that  if,  on  any  such  occasion,  the  Cabinet 
can  conceal  the  genuine  motive,  on  this  it  will  be 
notorious.  It  will  be  known  in  France,  and  through- 
out the  United  States,  that  the  disgust  of  the  French 
Ministry  at  the  hostility  of  our  officer's  politics  was 
the  leading  cause  of  the  decisive  step.  The  people 
of  the  United  States  will  immediately  say,  that  he 
is  not  only  protected  in  his  misconduct,  but  that  a 
partiality  is  discovered  for  his  ideas  on  government, 
against  which  they  are  eminently  inveterate,  from 
their  real   sympathy  with  the   revolution   of  France. 
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Again  j  it  will  be  difficult  to  satisfy  the  people  of 
France,  that  it  was  consistent  with  an  affectionate 
regard  for  their  welfare,  to  send  a  Minister  thus  pre- 
judiced against  them,  whom  they  assert  to  be  "dan- 
gerous from  his  talents,"  to  the  Court  of  London, 
which  has  now  probably  become  an  avowed  enemy 
to  them. 

3.  I  doubt,  therefore,  exceedingly,  whether  any  de- 
termination ought  yet  to  be  made ;  especially  as,  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate,  you  may  remove,  if  you 
think  proper.  But  I  can  scarcely  doubt  on  the  im- 
propriety of  the  substitute  proposed,  considered  rela- 
tively to  the  present  time,  although  after  circum- 
stances may  perhaps  require  these  sentiments  to  be 
revised. 

4.  Supposing  the  ultimate  possibility  of  a  dismis- 
sion, I  have  labored,  provisionally,  to  bring  about  the 
other  arrangement.  But  I  find  this  to  be  impracti- 
cable; the  one  gentleman  being  immovable  in  the 
resolution  which  he  expressed  to  you  the  other  day, 
and  the  other  gentleman  being  very  explicit^  that  it 
is  absolutely  inadmissible,  in  his  mind,  to  enter  into 
the  Administration  under  either  of  the  aspects  con- 
templated, or,  indeed,  under  any  other. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c, 

Edmund  Randolph. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON,   SECRETARY   OF  STATE. 

6  June,  1798. 

Sir, 
I  cannot  but  think,  that,  to  decline  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Genet  on  the  subject  of  our  debt,  without  as- 
signing any  reasons  at   all,  would  have   a  very  dry 
36* 
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and  unpleasant  aspect  indeed.  We  are  then  to  ex- 
amine what  are  our  good  reasons  for  the  refusal, 
which  of  them  may  be  spoken  out,  and  which  may 
not. 

1.  Want  of  confidence  in  the  continuance  of  the 
present  form  of  Government,  and  consequently  that 
advances  to  them  might  commit  us  with  their  succes- 
sors.    This  cannot  be  spoken  out 

2.  Since  they  propose  to  take  the  debt  in  produce, 
it  would  be  better  for  us  that  it  should  be  done  in 
moderate  masses  yearly,  than  all  in  one  year.  This 
cannot  be  professed. 

3.  When  M.  de  Calonne  was  Minister  of  Finance, 
a  Dutch  company  proposed  to  buy  up  the  whole  of 
our  debt,  by  dividing  it  into  sections,  or  shares.  I 
think  M.  Clavi&re,  now  Minister  of  Finance,  was  their 
agent.  It  was  observed  to  M.  de  Calonne,  that  to 
create  such  a  mass  of  American  paper,  divide  it  into 
shares,  and  let  them  deluge  the  market,  would  de- 
preciate them,  the  rest  of  our  paper,  and  our  credit 
in  general;  that  the  credit  of  a  nation  was  a  deli- 
cate and  important  thing,  and  should  not  be  risked 
on  such  an  operation.  M.  de  Calonne,  sensible  of  the 
injury  of  the  operation  to  us,  declined  it 

In  May,  1791,  there  came,  through  Mr.  Otto,  a 
similar  proposition  from  Schweizer,  Jeanneret  and  Co. 
We  had  a  representation  on  the  subject  from  Mr. 
Short,  urging  this  same  reason  strongly.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who,  in  a 
letter  to  yourself,  assigned  the  reasons  against  it;  and 
these  were  communicated  to  Mr.  Otto,  who  acquiesced 
in  them.  This  objection,  then,  having  been  sufficient 
to  decline  the  proposition  twice  before,  and  having 
been  urged  to  the  two  preceding  forms  of  Govern- 
ment  (the    ancient,   and   that   of  1791),  will  not  be 
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considered  by  them  as   founded   in   objections   to  the 
present  form. 

4.  The  law  allows  the  whole  debt  to  be  paid  only 
on  condition  it  can  be  done  on  terms  advantageous  to 
the  United  States.  The  Minister  foresees  this  objec- 
tion; and  thinks  he  answers  it  by  observing  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  payment  in  produce  will  occasion. 
It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  this  was  not  the  sort 
of  advantage  the  Legislature  meant,  but  a  lower  rate 
of  interest 

5.  I  cannot  but  suppose,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  much  more  familiar  than  I  am  with  the 
money  operations  of  the  Treasury,  would,  on  exami- 
nation, be  able  to  derive  practical  objections  from 
them.  We  pay  to  France  but  five  per  cent  The 
people  of  this  country  would  never  subscribe  their 
money  for  less  than  six.  If,  to  remedy  this,  obliga- 
tions at  less  than  five  per  cent,  were  offered  and  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Genet,  he  must  part  with  them  imme- 
diately at  a  considerable  discount,  to  indemnify  the 
loss  of  the  one  per  cent. ;  and  at  a  still  greater  dis- 
count to  bring  them  down  to  par  with  our  present 
six  per  cent ;  so  that  the  operation  would  be  equally 
disgraceful  to  us,  and  losing  to  them,  &c. 

I  think  it  very  material,  myself,  to  keep  alive  the 
friendly  sentiments  of  that  country,  as  far  as  can  be 
done  without  risking  war,  or  double  payment.  If  the 
instalments,  falling  due  this  year,  can  be  advanced, 
without  incurring  those  dangers,  I  should  be  for  do- 
ing it. 

We  now  see,  by  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  of 
Saxe-Coburg,  on  the  part  of  Austria  and  Prussia,  that 
the  ultimate  point  they  desire  is,  to  restore  the  Con- 
stitution of  1791.  Were  this  even  to  be  done  before 
the  pay-days  of  this  year,  there  is  no   doubt,  in  my 
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mind,  but  that  that  Government  (as  republican  as  the 
present,  except  in  the  form  of  its  Executive)  would 
confirm  an  advance  so  moderate  in  sum  and  time.  I 
am  sure  the  nation  of  France  would  never  suffer  their 
Government  to  go  to  war  with  us  for  such  a  bagatelle, 
and  the  more  surely  if  that  bagatelle  shall  have  been 
granted  by  us  so  as  to  please,  and  not  to  displease 
the  nation;  so  as  to  keep  their  aifections  engaged  on 
our  side.  So  that  I  should  have  no  fear  in  advanc- 
ing the  instalment  of  this  year,  at  epochs  convenient 
to  the  Treasury;  but>  at  any  rate,  should  be  for  assign- 
ing reasons  for  not  changing  the  form  of  the  debt 

These  thoughts  are  very  hastily  thrown   on   paper, 
as  will  be  but  too  evident. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM  THE  COMTE  DE  HERTZBERG. 

(Translation.) 

Berlin,  14  June,  1793. 

Sir, 

From  your  humane  character,  you  will  doubtless 
permit  me  to  introduce  to  you,  Sir,  the  bearer  of  this 
letter,  Mr.  Laurent,  a  native  of  Hamburg,  but  of 
Prussian  descent,  who  goes  to  America  on  commercial 
business,  in  order  to  recommend  him  to  your  protec- 
tion, and  to  request  you  to  favor  him  with  your  coun- 
sel and  directions.  It  appears  that  he  is  a  young 
man  of  good  character,  of  good  behaviour,  well  inform- 
ed, and  likely  to  succeed. 

I  have  always  admired  your  great  virtues  and  qua- 
lities, your  disinterested  patriotism,  your  unshaken 
courage  and   simplicity  of  manners;  qualifications,  by 
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which  you  surpass  men,  the   most  celebrated  of  anti- 
quity. 

My  name  will  not  be  unknown,  nor  altogether  in- 
different, to  you.  I  presided  thirty  years  in  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Foreign  Affairs,  under  the  great  and  happy 
King  Frederic  H  Under  his  auspices,  I  alone  made 
the  celebrated  peace  of  Hubertsburg,  of  Warsaw,  of 
Teschen,  of  the  Germanic  Union ;  and,  under  the  pre- 
sent King,  that  of  Reichenbach.  I  had  even  the  sa-' 
tisfaction  of  approving,  as  Minister  of  the  Cabinet^ 
the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  concluded  between 
the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, on  the  10th  of  September,  1785,  in  which  you 
have  doubtless  had  the  principal  part,  and  by  which 
the  two  parties  agreed,  in  the  twenty-third  article, 
to  act  hostilely,  in  case  of  war,  only  against  those 
who  should  be  found  armed,  and  not  to  interrupt 
merchants,  or  give  letters  of  marque  against  merchant 
vessels.  I  acknowledge  that  I  have  felt  the  greatest 
pleasure  on  seeing  that  your  nation  had  looked  upon 
King  Frederic  II  as  a  worthy  philosopher,  by  mak- 
ing a  proposition  of  this  kind  to  him,  in  order  to 
give  the  example  to  other  nations;  and  for  the  same 
reason,  I  readily  accepted  it ;  nor  should  I  have  neg- 
lected endeavouring  to  establish  a  direct  commerce 
between  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
if  I  had  not  been  forced,  by  the  intrigues  of  my  ene- 
mies, to  retire,  in  the  month  of  July,  1791,  from  the 
department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  from  our  Cabinet 
(which  till  then  I  had  directed,  with  as  much  probity 
and  disinterestedness  as  success),  not  to  be  obliged 
to  abandon  the  ancient  and  true  system  of  a  King  of 
Prussia,  by  which  the  deceased  and  present  King, 
notwithstanding  the  mediocrity  of  their  monarchy, 
have  nearly  been  masters  of  the  equilibrium  of  all 
Europe. 
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I  have  not,  however,  entirely  quitted  the  Ministry, 
but  am  now  in  the  General  Council  of  State,  and 
have  confined  myself  to  the  direction  of  the  Academy 
of  Science ;  to  the  culture  of  the  national  silk,  which 
I  have  pushed  to  a  certain  point;  to  the  writing  of 
a  history  of  Frederic  II.,  my  friend  and  constant 
companion,  who,  during  the  last  six  weeks,  kept  me 
alone  near  him;  and,  in  a  word,  by  cultivating  the 
land  (as  Curius  and  Cincinnatus)  at  Brientz,  about  a 
mile  from  Berlin,  which  I  have  also  pushed  to  a 
high  degree  of  cultivation  by  very  simple  means. 
You  may  see  sketches  of  all  this,  in  some  small  im- 
pressions, which  I  have  given  to  Mr.  Laurent,  which 
are  in  fact,  for  the  greatest  part,  in  German,  but 
which  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  having  translated 
in  a  country  which  is  inhabited  by  so  many  Ger- 
mans. 

I  request  you  not  to  suppose  that  vanity  has  dic- 
tated all  this;  but  that  it  is  of  much  consequence  to 
me,  to  assure  myself  the  suffrage  of  a  great  man, 
who  has  immortalized  himself  by  creating  a  happy 
republic,  with  all  the  principles  of  which  I  pique 
myself  in  sympathizing,  although  I  was  born  in  a 
monarchical  State,  which  is  supposed  to  be  despotic. 

I  wish  you  and  your  republic  a  constant  prosperity, 
and  all  the  happiness  possible,  to  the  termination  of 
your  days;  and  I  shall  never  cease  to  be,  with  the 
highest  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  sincere  friend  and  admirer, 

COMTE  DE  HeRTZBERG. 
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FROM   GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 

Paris,  25  June,  1793. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  25th  of  March. 
Not  having  had  time  to  read  the  gazettes,  which  are 
but  just  (and  but  in  part)  arrived,  I  cannot  from 
them  derive  the  information  you  allude  to;  but  my 
first  glance  at  them  shows  what  I  am  sorry  to  see; 
and  from  thence  I  am  induced  to  quote  a  sound 
maxim  from  an  excellent  book;  —  "A  house  divided 
against  itself  cannot  stand" 

As  to  your  reacceptance,  Sir,  you  know  my  senti- 
ments, which,  on  that,  as  on  some  other  subjects,  are, 
I  think,  unchangeable.  It  will  be  time  enough  for 
you  to  have  a  successor,  when  it  shall  please  God  to 
call  you  from  this  world's  theatre.  If  such  successor 
is  then  able  to  fill  the  President's  chair,  it  will  be 
matter  of  surprise  to  those  who  can  form  a  compe- 
tent idea  of  the  office ;  but,  during  your  life,  I  con- 
sider the  thing  as  utterly  impossible.  And  do  not 
imagine,  my  dear  Sir,  that  you  can  retire,  though 
you  may  resign.  You  will,  in  such  case,  become  the 
man  of  the  opposition:  However  your  good  sense  may 
differ  from  their  madness,  and  your  virtue  from  their 
villany,  depend  on  it,  they  will  cite  you  as  being 
of  their  sentiment.  If  you  are  silent,  you  assent ;  and 
if  you  speak,  you  are  committed.  In  the  mean  time, 
your  poor  successor  is  obliged  to  struggle  under  all 
the  weight  of  your  reputation,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
office.  And  he  must  be  a  strong  man,  who  can  carry 
either;  of  course,  a  very  rash  man,  who  would  attempt 
to  take  up  both. 

I  am  very  happy   to   find,  that  the   determination 


432  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality  is  so  common  in  Ame- 
rica. I  shall  not  dwell  on  that  topic,  because  my 
several  letters  to  Mr.  Jefferson  contain  enough  of  it 
to  weary  your  patience.  By  the  by,  I  am  mortified 
more  than  I  can  tell  you,  at  the  delay  my  letters 
experience  in  their  passage.  I  task  my  mind,  to  its 
utmost  bent,  to  discover  those  events  which  are  most 
likely  to  happen,  in  order  that  (so  far  at  least  as  my 
judgment  can  be  relied  on)  you  may  be  duly  pre- 
pared; and,  after  all,  you  hear  of  the  event  before 
my  almanac  comes  out  This  is  provoking,  and  would 
be  much  more  so,  did  I  not  find,  from  experience, 
that  the  things  I  wish  are  done  as  well,  and  perhaps 
better,  than  if  my  conjectures  had  reached  you. 

I  trust  that,  long  ere  this,  you  will  have  received 
what  I  had  the  honor  to  write  on  the  28th  of  Decem- 
ber, 5th  and  10th  of  January,  and  14th  of  February. 
You  will  have  seen  that,  in  the  end  of  last  month  and 
beginning  of  this,  the  long-expected  insurrection  took 
place,  by  which  a  new  set  of  men  are  brought  into 
power.  Should  the  present  society  be  able  to  esta- 
blish themselves,  I  think  M.  Genet  will  have  a  suc- 
cessor ;  and  if,  the  revolution  completed,  things  return 
to  the  point  from  whence  they  started,  I  am  sure  M. 
Genet  will  have  a  successor.  As  to  those  who  rule, 
or  rather  the  few  by  whom  they  are  directed,  you 
may  depend  that  they  have  just  ideas  of  the  value 
of  popular  opinion.  They  are  not,  however,  in  a  con- 
dition to  act  according  to  knowledge;  and,  should 
they  be  able  to  reach  a  harbour,  there  will  be  quite 
as  much  of  good  luck  as  of  good  management  in  it 
At  any  rate,  a  part  of  the  crew  will  be  thrown  over- 
board. It  is  my  opinion  that  the  members  of  the 
Convention  lately  arrested  will  do  nothing,  for  the 
greater  part  of  them   have  only  parole  energy;  and 
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if  I  were  called  on  by  any  cogent  motive  to  act,  it 
should  be  in  conformity  to  that  idea.  In  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  this  day,  I  tell  him  that  I  shall 
implicitly  obey  his  orders ;  but  this  is  in  reply  to 
the  broad  hint,  that  my  embarrassments  may  have 
arisen  from  inattention  to  the  principles  of  free  go- 
vernment. You  may  rely,  Sir,  that  I  shall  be  cau- 
tious to  commit  the  United  States  as  little  as  pos- 
sible to  future  contingencies.  In  my  last  letter  I 
gave  you  my  idea  oi  popularity. 

I  have  never  thought  that  three  parties  could  con- 
veniently exist  in  any  one  country;  and  therefore  it 
seems  to  me  that  one  of  those,  into  which  they  who 
call  themselves  democrats  are  divided,  must  join  the 
royalists.  I  do  not  inquire  what  negotiations  are 
carried  on  to  that  effect;  for  I  have  no  desire  to 
meddle  with  such  affairs,  directly  or  indirectly,  and 
should  be  very  sorry  to  have  the  appearance  of  sid- 
ing with  any  one  party  or  faction  whatever,  being 
convinced  that  I  can  best  do  the  business  of  the 
United  States  by  keeping  aloof  from  them  all. 

Those  who  command  the  royal  or  Christian  army, 
as  they  call  themselves,  on  the  Loire,  are  good  offi- 
cers. Their  enemies  have,  in  my  mind,  passed  the 
highest  eulogium  on  them,  in  saying  that  the  soldiers 
are  brought  to  such  a  pitch  of  folly  and  madness,  as 
to  rush  on,  armed  only  with  clubs,  and  possess  them- 
selves of  the  artillery,  to  whose  fire  they  were  expos- 
ed. As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  they  pro- 
fess themselves  the  friends  of  order  and  justice,  and 
act  conformably  to  such  professions,  protecting  both 
persons  and  property  wherever  they  arrive,  and  pay- 
ing for  whatever  they  take.  Hence  it  happens,  that 
their  dominion  is  constantly  extending  itself;  and  if 
they  should  get  possession  of  Nantes,  which  seems  to 

vol.  iv.  37 
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be  their  present  object,  they  will  be  truly  formidable, 
because  then,  by  means  of  the  Loire,  a  passage  will 
be  opened  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom  for  as 
many  troops  as  foreign  powers  may  choose  to  send 
thither ;  or,  if  they  should  prefer  fighting  the  battle 
with  Frenchmen,  they  need  only  furnish  money  and 
warlike  stores,  and  they  would  have  as  many  men 
as  they  please,  and  the  most  fertile  part  of  France 
to  subsist  in. 

Farewell,  my  dear  Sir.  May  God  bless  and  keep 
you,  not  merely  for  your  sake,  and  still  less  for  that 
of  your  friends,  but  for  the  general  good  of  our 
country ! 

GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 


FROM   WILLIAM  MOULTRIE. 

Charleston,  11  July,  1793. 

Dear  and  respected  Sir, 

General  Pickens  will  do  me  the  honor  to  deliver 
you  this.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  great  worth  and  in- 
tegrity, and  is  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of 
these  Southern  States,  particularly  the  Indian  affairs. 
He  and  I  have  had  some  conversation  respecting 
them.  We  agree  that  nothing  else  can  be  done,  than 
that  an  expedition,  composed  of  the  militia  of  the 
three  Southern  States,  should  be  immediately  under- 
taken, and  that  four  or  five  thousand  men  be  raised 
and  marched  into  their  country.  That  number  can 
be  raised  by  the  1st  of  October,  which  will  be  a  very 
good  time  to  take  the  field. 

I  know  of  no  man  who  is  so  proper  to  conduct 
this  business  as  General  Pickens.    He  is  well  known 
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and  respected  in  these  Southern  States,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Indian  warfare.  I  humbly  suggest, 
should  you  agree  with  us  in  opinion  that  an  expedi- 
tion is  necessary  against  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians, 
that  a  special  commission  be  given  to  General  Pickens 
for  that  purpose,  to  prevent  the  other  Generals  from 
having  any  dispute  with  him.  This  expedition  will 
be  but  one  expense,  and  may  terminate  in  three 
months  after  they  take  the  field,  and  will  establish1 
a  firm  and  lasting  peace  with  the  Indians. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c, 

William  Moultrie. 


FROM   THE  REVEREND   WILLIAM   GORDON* 

St  Neot's,  ifuntingdonshire,  17  August,  1793. 

My  dear  Sir, 
The  renewed  choice  of  your  Excellency  to  the  Pre- 
sidentship, was  what  I  expected;  and  I  was  much 
pleased  when,  looking  over  the  Gazette  of  the  United 
States,  it  appeared  that  the  vote  of  every  elector  was 
in  your  favor.  When  the  war  commenced  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  I  was  repeatedly  asked, 
What  part  will  the  Americans  take?  I  always  an- 
swered, I  apprehend  they  will  observe  a  strict  neu- 
trality; for  peace  and  trade  with  the  whole  world  is 
the  interest  of  the  United  States.  The  arrival  of 
your  proclamation  confirmed  my  opinion.  But  I  sus- 
pect that  the  Court  of  St.  James  will  not  admit  of 
your  acting  upon  the  principle  of  neutral  vessels 
making  neutral  property,  with  an  exception  of  war- 
like   articles.     You  will,   undoubtedly,   maintain   the 

*  Author  of  a  History  of  the  American  Revolution. 
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principle,  should  prudence  prevent  entering  upon  hos- 
tilities to  support  it;  but,  by  firmly  maintaining  the 
principle,  instead  of  making  the  smallest  concessions, 
you  will  vindicate  your  future  conduct  upon  the  oc- 
casion, whenever  the  opportunity  offers  of  your  sup- 
porting it  by  force,  without  any  considerable  hazard 
to  yourselves.  This,  however,  has  not  influenced  me 
to  trouble  you  with  the  present  letter ;  but  something 
of  more  consequence  to  the  United  States. 

There  is  a  prevailing  idea  in  Great  Britain,  if  not 
in  other  parts  of  Europe,  that,  whenever  you  are  re- 
moved, the  Federal  Union  will  be  dissolved,  the  States 
will  separate,  and  disorder  succeed;  for  that  the 
American  Government  cannot,  in  its  own  nature,  be 
lasting.  The  confusions  in  France,  and  the  eccentric 
publications  in  the  United  States,  tend  to  strengthen 
the  idea-  I  am  fully  convinced,  from  what  I  have 
read  in  the  manuscripts  you  possess,  that  nothing 
will  give  you  greater  satisfaction  than  being  the 
means  of  disappointing  such  expectations.  Some  con- 
jecture, that  when  you  have  been  removed  from  these 
lower  regions  (may  it  be  to  the  regions  of  perpetual 
bliss),  for  a  few  years  the  States  will  quarrel  about 
who  shall  be  President,  and  thereby  produce  a  sepa- 
ration. I  am  fully  convinced  that  one,  if  not  more, 
of  the  first  persons  of  the  United  States,  is  of  opinion 
that,  in  time,  an  hereditary  President  must  be  chosen, 
to  prevent  the  dangerous  contests  that  periodical 
elections  will  produce,  similar  to  what  has  happened 
repeatedly  in  choosing  Polish  sovereigns.  An  heredi- 
tary President  will  become,  most  probably,  in  a  series 
of  years,  but  another  name  for  an  hereditary  monarch ; 
and  the  whole  spirit  of  government  be  changed  into 
European,  Asiatic,  or  African,  whatever  may  be  its 
bodily  shape.     Allow  me,  then,  to  ask  your  opinion, 
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whether  the  following  plan  might  not,  if  brought  into 
execution,  be  preventive   of  such  a  deplorable  event 

Let  an  alteration  be  made  in  that  part  of  the  Fe 
deral  Constitution,  that  ^relates  to  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent. Let  it  be  agreed,  by  the  United  States,  that 
after  your  decease  or  declining  the  Presidentship, 
the  President  shall  be  chosen,  alternately,  from  each 
State  (in  the  same  form  as  now)  for  four  years,  the 
population  of  each  State  to  determine  the  rotation, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  the  first  and  the  last; 
the  population  to  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
then  the  order  for  each  State's  furnishing  a  President, 
be  declared.  When  every  State  has  enjoyed  the  pri- 
vilege, before  the  last  in  rotation  has  completed  its 
term  of  four  years,  let  the  population  of  the  States  be 
taken  afresh,  and  a  new  orderly  list  be  formed,  as 
the  variations  produced  by  sixty  years  and  more  may 
require.  Though  Virginia  has  furnished  a  President 
once  and  again,  before  such  alteration  in  the  choice 
of  a  President,  her  right  to  the  order  of  the  rotation 
not  to  be  vacated.  I  cannot  be  absolutely  certain, 
but  I  conceive  that  it  was  at  length  agreed,  by  the 
former  Congress,  that  the  President  should  be  chosen 
in  rotation  from  the  respective  States,  or  a  State  that 
had  not  before  furnished  one. 

Whether  we  may  judge  alike  upon  this  delicate 
and  important  subject,  I  know  not;  but  I  am  con- 
vinced that  your  Excellency  will  give  me  credit  for 
my  attachment  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  deem  it  respectful  that  I  have  not  communi- 
cated these  thoughts  to  any  other  correspondent,  and 
have  intrusted  it  with  you  to  digest,  and  ripen,  and 
bring  forward  the  plan,  if  honored  with  your  appro- 
bation, in  your  own  way  and  time.  I  am  too  much 
attached  to  American  liberty  and  the  United  States, 
37* 
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to  fail  in  praying  for  their  continued  and  increasing 
prosperity. 

Mrs.  Gordon  joins  me  in  wishing  your  Excellency, 
and  your  lady,  the  best  of  Divine  blessings  through 
the  remainder  of  life,  and  an  infinitely  better  life 
hereafter,  through  the  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ 

I  deplore  the  situation  of  our  friend  Lafayette,  but 
can  obtain  no  news  of  him,  other  than  of  his  general 
imprisonment  May  he  be  supported  through  the 
trial,  and  at  length  be  restored  to  the  public  and  his 
friends ! 

I  remain,  &c, 

William  Gordon. 

P.  S.  If  what  the  newspaper,  which  arrived  yes- 
terday, mentioned,  should  be  true,  that  Mr.  Hamilton 
had  written  to  all  the  American  ports  to  admit  French 
prizes,  but  not  prizes  taken  by  the  powers  at  war 
with  France,  and  there  is  a  settled  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans  to  fulfil  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  with  them  in  1778,  wherein  special  privileges 
are  granted  them  beyond  those  who  are  their  ene- 
mies,—  however  desirous  you  may  be  of  observing  a 
neutrality  in  other  respects,  I  divine,  from  the  hauteur 
of  the  British  Ministry,  that  prudence  will  require 
your  getting  ready  for  a  rupture,  that  you  may  have 
the  chance  of  preventing  it.  May  heaven  forbid  such 
a  rupture!  Should  it  take  place,  I  can  pray  for  my 
friends,  though  I  can  no  longer  correspond  with  them 
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FROM   GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 

Paris,  19  October,  1793. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  had  hopes,  until  last  evening,  that  the  persons, 
who  are  to  go  out  as  Commissioners  from  hence, 
would  have  embarked  with  Captain  Culver;  but  cir- 
cumstances have  delayed  the  appointment  The  plan 
which  was  in  agitation,  and  which  will  probably  be 
carried  into  effect,  is  to  send  over  three  or  four  Com- 
missioners, one  of  whom  will  be  charged  with  Letters 
of  Credence,  but  instructed  to  conform  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Board.  It  is  probable  that  the  new  Mi- 
nister, immediately  on  being  presented,  will  ask  you 
to  aid  in  securing  the  person  and  papers  of  the  old 
one.  My  public  despatch  of  this  day  contains  a  re- 
mote hint  to  lead  the  investigation  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  did  not  choose  to  be  more  particular,  be- 
cause you  can  both  give  and  take  the  informations 
you  think  proper. 

I  have  favored,  or  rather  excited  the  idea  of  this 
procedure,  for  the  following  reasons.  First,  such  a 
public  act  will  place  in  a  contemptible  light  the  fac- 
tion connected  with  M.  Genet.  Secondly,  the  seizure 
of  his  papers,  by  exposing  his  connections  with  prime 
movers,  will  give  a  lesson  to  others.  And  thirdly,  the 
Commissioners  who  exercise  this  high-handed  author- 
ity will,  on  reflection,  feel  the  necessity  of  respecting 
your  Government,  lest  they  should  meet  a  similar 
fate.  Having  alarmed  their  apprehensions,  as  to  the 
effect  which  M.  Genet's  imprudence  might  produce, 
and  knowing  the  public  and  private  views  of  the  par- 
ties, I  have  insinuated  the  advantage  which  might  re- 
sult from  an  early  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  new 
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Minister,  that,  as  France  has  announced  her  determi- 
nation not  to  meddle  with  the  interior  affairs  of  other 
nations,  so  he  can  know  only  the  Government  of  Ame- 
rica. In  unison  with  this  idea,  I  told  the  Minister 
that  I  had  observed  an  overruling  influence  in  their 
affairs,  which  seemed  to  come  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Channel,  and  at  the  same  time  had  traced  the 
intention  to  excite  a  seditious  spirit  in  America; 
that  it  was  impossible  to  be  on  a  friendly  footing 
with  such  persons ;  but  that  at  present  a  different 
spirit  seemed  to  prevail.  This  declaration  produced 
the  effect  I  intended.  The  Minister  has  himself  the 
wish  to  go  out  to  America  as  Plenipotentiary,  and 
M.  Otto,  his  principal  Secretary,  having  the  same 
wish,  they  will,  I  believe,  endeavour,  while  they  stay, 
to  put  things  in  good  train  here. 

It  may  be  an  important  judicial  question,  how  far 
the  Minister  is  protected  by  the  law  of  nations,  after 
the  arrival  of  his  successor.  In  my  opinion,  the  same 
principles,  which  exempt  him  from  the  municipal  law, 
subject  him  to  the  will  of  his  sovereign,  and,  of 
course,  the  aid  given  to  the  new  Minister  is  not  an 
act  of  the  judiciary  but  of  the  Executive,  performed  as 
an  ally  and  friend,  and  is  merely  discretionary.  I  find 
that  this  Commission  will  endeavour  to  get  hold  of 
the  debt  from  America  to  France  by  anticipation.  If 
no  other  reasons  militated  against  the  advance,  the 
advantage  of  a  pledge  to  satisfy  damages  which  our 
citizens  may  sustain  during  the  present  violence,  is 
considerable,  and  will   not,  I  presume,  be   overlooked. 

I  am,  &c, 

GOUVEKNEUR  MORRIS. 
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FROM   JONATHAN   TRUMBULL. 

Lebanon,  81  October,  1793. 

Dear  Sir, 

By  some  unaccountable  delay,  the  letter  with  which 
you  have  favored  me,  of  the  13th  instant,  did  not 
reach  me  till  the  30th.  While  writing  mine  of  the 
2d  of  this  month,  the  doubt  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  mention,  respecting  the  law  of  Congress 
fixing  the  seat  of  Government,  occurred  to  me;  but, 
turning  to  the  law,  I  found  the  fifth  section  mentions, 
a  That  prior,  &c,  all  offices  attached  to  the  seat  of 
Government  shall  be  removed  to  Philadelphia,  &c,  at 
which  place,  the  session  of  Congress  next  ensuing,  shall 
be  held."  The  sixth  section  mentions,  "That  in  the 
year  1800  the  seat  of  Government  shall  be  transfer- 
red, &c,  and  all  offices,  &c.  shall  be  also  removed, 
&c.;"  but  not  a  word  of  the  Legislature;  by  which 
it  would  seem  it  is  left  to  its  own  adjournment,  and 
the  discretion  of  the  President  on  extra  occasions.  In- 
deed, I  conceived  that  the  Constitution,  in  granting 
this  discretion,  must  have  contemplated  place,  as  well 
as  time,  of  meeting;  because  the  necessity  for  its  ex- 
ercise might  be  grounded  equally  in  one  as  the 
other.  Witness  the  existing  instance,  the  first  that 
has  occurred. 

Moreover,  the  Constitution  must  be  paramount  to 
the  law  in  such  cases;  otherwise,  the  power  granted 
may  be  so  controlled  as  not  to  be  sufficient  to  sur- 
mount the  necessity  of  the  occasion.  The  like  neces- 
sity may  also  exist  under  other  circumstances ;  such 
as  the  total  destruction  of  the  city  by  fire,  or  other 
means ;  its  being  in  complete  possession  of  an  enemy, 
and  other  insurmountable   calamities  which  might  oc- 
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cur.  In  all  which  cases  if  the  law,  fixing  the  seat 
of  Government,  must  rise  superior  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  discretionary  power  of  the  President,  calcu- 
lated to  afford  a  remedy  under  such  exigencies,  must 
be  futile,  and  prove  totally  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  intended. 

I  also  considered  that,  should  doubts  arise,  they 
would  be  easily  obviated  by  reflecting  that  this  exer- 
cise of  discretion  could  not  be  dangerous,  because  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  Congress,  as  soon  as  met, 
to  remedy  the  evil,  should  they  apprehend  any,  by 
an  immediate  adjournment  to  wherever  they  might 
judge  proper.  Besides,  it  is  calculated  to  remedy  an 
existing  inconvenience  and  danger  to  themselves, 
which  in  its  nature  is  only  temporary,  and  is  hoped 
to  prove  of  but  short  continuance. 

As  to  the  place  of  meeting,  I  am  very  sensible  it 
will  be  an  object  of  delicacy  to  decide.  When  I  took 
the  liberty  to  suggest  the  hints  I  gave  to  you,  this 
difficulty  presented  itself;  and  I  was  then  almost 
tempted  to  add  a  word  on  that  head,  but  was  re- 
pressed by  the  fear  of  assuming  too  much.  I  there- 
fore now  mention,  what  I  before  thought,  that  in  cast- 
ing about,  it  is  probable  the  towns  of  Baltimore  and 
New  York  will  present  themselves  to  your  mind  as 
the  most  convenient  places.  To  the  latter,  I  am  sen- 
sible, objections  will  be  started  by  some,  notwithstand- 
ing its  superior  advantages,  perhaps,  for  the  present 
temporary  occasion.  To  obviate,  therefore,  these  ob- 
jections to  New  York,  should  they  appear  with  weight, 
and  to  save  any  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  our  south- 
ern brethren  from  that  quarter,  I  have  thought  for 
myself  (and  in  this  I  have  been  joined  by  others) 
that  I  should  perfectly  acquiesce  in  Baltimore.  I 
should  mention  the  expedient  of  convening  Congress 


i' 
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somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  and  leave 
the  final  decision  of  place  to  their  determination, 
but  that  I  fear  such  event  may  occasion  disputes 
and  delay,  not  to  say  heats,  perhaps,  which  might 
prove  much  more  detrimental  to  our  general  interests 
than  your  fixing,  at  once,  a  place  by  your  own  judg- 
ment and  discretion.  I  most  sincerely  hope  that, 
whatever  place  is  appointed,  the  melancholy  occasion 
of  leaving  Philadelphia  may  speedily  be  removed,  and 
that  Congress  may  soon  be  able  to  return  to  that 
city  again. 

With  real  regard  and  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  Before  closing  this  letter  we  are  gratified 
with  much  more  favorable  accounts  from  Philadelphia 
than  for  some  time  past  I  really  hope  they  may 
prove  true,  and  that  circumstances  in  that  distressed 
city  may  continue  to  meliorate,  so  that  you  may 
have  complete  relief  from  your  present  dilemma  on 
that  score* 


FROM  WILLIAM   GODDARD. 
Johnston,  near  Providence,  16  December,  1793. 

Sir, 
Removed  to  the  humble  vale  of  rural  life,  it  was 
but  recently  that  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Charles 
Lee"  fell  under  my  observation;  and,  as  I  once  an- 
nounced a  design  of  publishing  a  work  nearly  similar 
in  title,  though  far  different  in  contents,  I  am  com- 
pelled, by  the  most  unfeigned  respect  to  your  charac- 

*  Alluding  to  the  yellow  fever,  which  prevailed  there  with  great  vio- 
lence in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1793. 
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ter,  as  well  as  justice  to  myself,  to  address  you  on 
the  subject,  presuming  upon  the  liberality  and  candor 
I  have  formerly  experienced  from  you,  that  you  will 
give  due  credit  to  my  assertions,  when  I  utterly  dis- 
claim, as  I  now  solemnly  do,  all  share  or  concern  in 
the  printed  a  Memoirs "  that  have  been  so  improperly 
ushered  (vid  London)  to  the  public  eye. 

The  editor,  while  I  was  absent,  clandestinely  took 
the  manuscripts  of  General  Lee  from  my  house,  and, 
urged  by  his  necessities  and  avarice,  hath,  without 
judgment  to  discriminate,  compiled  and  sent  abroad 
a  heterogeneous  collection  of  letters,  essays,  and  frag- 
ments, even  private  letters,  written  to  and  by  distin- 
guished characters,  at  periods  of  friendship  and  confi- 
dence, which  ought,  and  I  am  persuaded  was  the  wish 
of  the  writers,  to  havfe  been  buried  in  oblivion. 

When  I  contemplated;  the  publication  of  the  Me- 
moirs of  the  late  General  Lee,  my  design  was  to  pub- 
lish certain  literary  and  military  papers,  with  such 
epistolary  writings  as  would,  I  judged,  by  interesting 
the  public,  at  once  promote  my  own  interest  as  a 
printer,  and  enhance  the  fame  of  a  departed  friend, 
who,  it  must  be  allowed,  inherited  from  nature  a  rare 
and  brilliant  genius,  and  possessed  a  cultivated  un- 
derstanding. It  was,  indeed,  foreign  to  my  design  to 
introduce  an  essay,  a  letter,  or  a  sentiment,  that 
would  wound  the  feelings,  or  excite  the  disapproba- 
tion, of  a  single  worthy  person,  or  cast  the  least 
blemish  upon  the  reputation  of  General  Lee,  by  sport- 
ing with  his  lively  sallies,  and  unguarded  (because 
confidential)  communications,  or  even  to  give  cur- 
rency to  a  single  line,  that  "dying,  he  would  wish 
to  blot." 

Sensible,  Sir,  of  the  great  importance  (particularly 
at  this  juncture)  of  your  avocations,  I  shall  not  pre- 
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sume  longer  to  obtrude  on  your  time,  having,  I  hope, 
been  sufficiently  explicit  to  exculpate  myself  from  an 
imputation  of  disrespect  to  a  character,  for  whom, 
with  applauding  millions,  I  feelingly  accord  my  hum- 
ble, though  sincere,  tribute  of  grateful  veneration. 

William  Goddard. 


FROM  EDMUND   RANDOLPH,   SECRETARY   OF   STATE. 

Philadelphia,  2  January,  1794. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  you  a  certi- 
ficate from  Judge  Wilson,  of  my  having  qualified  as 
Secretary  of  State.  A  duplicate  is  deposited  among 
the  files  of  the  office. 

I  must  entreat  you,  Sir,  to  receive  my  very  affec- 
tionate acknowledgments  for  the  various  instances  of 
your  confidence,  and  to  be  assured  that,  let  the  con- 
sequence be  what  it  may,  in  this  office  no  considera- 
tion of  party  shall  ever  influence  me.  Nothing  shall 
relax  my  attention  or  warp  my  probity;  and  it  shall 
be  my  unremitted  study  to  become  an  accurate  mas- 
ter of  this  new  and  important  business.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  my  duties,  I  have  thought  it  advisa- 
ble to  write  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and 
of  War,  and  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  letters  of  which  the  inclosed  are 
copies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Edmund  Randolph. 


vol.  iv.  38 
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FROM   EDMUND   RANDOLPH,   SECRETARY   OF    STATE. 

Philadelphia,  26  January,  1794. 

Sir, 
I  have  examined  all  Mr.  Morris's  ministerial  corres- 
pondence ;  and,  after  the  impression  which  I  had  re- 
ceived from  others,  whom  I  supposed  to  be  conversant 
with  it,  I  am  really  astonished  to  find  so  little  of 
what  is  exceptionable,  and  so  much  of  what  the  most 
violent  would  call  patriotic.  The  parts  to  be  with- 
held^ will  probably  be  of  these  denominations ;  — 1,  what 

relates  to  Mr.  6 1 ;  2,  some  harsh  expressions  on 

the  conduct  of  the  rulers  in  France,  which,  if  return- 
ed to  that  country,  might  expose  him  to  danger;  3, 
the  authors  of  some  interesting  information,  who,  if 
known,  would  be  infallibly  denounced.  He  speaks 
indeed  of  his  Court,  a  phrase  which  he  might  as  well 
have  let  alone.  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  wait- 
ing on  you  in  the  morning ;  and  I  write  now,  only  to 
give  you  an  outline  of  the  true  state  of  the  business. 
I  have  the  honor,  Sir,  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  Randolph. 


FROM   HENRY   KNOX,   SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 

(Private.) 

lfr  March,  1794. 

Sir, 

As  it  is  understood  that  the   bill  for  fortifying  the 

ports    and    harbours   has    passed    into    a  law,    I   beg 

leave   respectfully   to   lay   before    you   the   following 

thoughts  upon  the  manner  of  executing  this  business. 
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The  operation  of  the  Federal  Government  upon  the 
State  Governors  and  State  officers,  it  is  well  known, 
has  been,  in  general,  rather  irksome  than  otherwise, 
as  it  has  tended  to  lessen  their  patronage  and  influ- 
ence, and  perhaps,  in  their  opinion,  of  course  some- 
what to  impair  their  dignity,  when  compared  with 
their  situation  under  the  Confederation.  The  Govern- 
ors are  Commanders-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  their 
respective  States,  and,  as  such,  were  the  last  year 
called  upon,  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  perform  certain  unpleasant  duties 
relative  to  the  preservation  of  our  neutrality. 

These  observations  are  made  with  this  view,  that 
it  would  most  probably  be  a  conciliatory  and  grate- 
ful measure  to  them,  as  Commanders  of  the  militia, 
to  be  the  Agents  of  the  United  States,  in  a  certain 
degree,  of  the  proposed  fortifications.  For  instance, 
the  Engineers  might  be  desired  to  consult  and  take 
the  opinions  of  the  Governors  upon  the  points  most 
proper  to  be  fortified,  and  to  report  to  them  the  rea- 
sons on  which  their  opinions  should  be  founded,  which 
opinions  the  Governors  might  confirm  or  reject,  and 
transmit  the  result  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  order 
to  be  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  Governors  might  also  be  required  to  ap- 
point some  suitable  person  to  superintend  the  erec- 
tion of  the  works,  the  keeping  of  the  accounts,  &c, 
and  also  of  the  mounting  of  such  cannon  as  are  to 
be  mounted  in,  or  furnished  by,  the  respective  States. 

By  an  arrangement  of  this  sort,  it  is  conceived  that 
the  Governors  would  be  kindly  brought  to  act  by  sys- 
tem to  support  the  General  Government,  and  that, 
unless  something  of  this  nature  shall  be  devised,  they 
might  be  displeased  and  disgusted.  Some  Agents 
must  be  appointed.    The  Governors  are  on  the  spot, 
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and  well  acquainted  with  characters,  and  really  pos- 
sess higher  responsibility  than  any  other  individuals. 
It  may,  therefore,  perhaps  be  expedient,  in  an  econo- 
mical as  well  as  political  view,  to  request  their  as- 
sistance on  this  occasion.  Whether  these  ideas  be 
well  founded,  or  not,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM   EDMUND   RANDOLPH,   SECRETARY   OF   STjPTE. 

Philadelphia,  6  April,  1794. 

Sir, 

I  conclude,  from  what  you  observed  yesterday,  that, 
in  the  nomination  of  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  Lon- 
don, you  prefer  some  statement  more  special  than  is 
customary  in  nominations.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to 
present  to  you  a  short  review  of  the  subject,  that 
you  may  determine  whether  the  occurrences  in  the 
Legislature  are  ripe  for  such  a  statement. 

I  believe  that  I  was  among  the  first,  if  not  the 
first,  who  suggested  this  mission  to  your  considera- 
tion, and  I  am  still  its  advocate.  I  was  induced  to 
think  favorably  of  the  measure, — 1.  Because  the  re- 
presentations made  by  our  Minister  in  Ordinary,  seem- 
ed to  rest  on  the  British  files  among  the  business, 
which,  if  ever  entered  upon,  would  be  entered  upon 
at  extreme  leisure.  2.  Because  the  recent  accumu- 
lation of  injuries  called  for  pointed  notice.  3.  Be- 
cause the  merchants  and  insurers  would  suspect  an 
inattention  in  Government,  if  their  interests  were  left 
to  the  routine  and  delays  of  common  affairs,  and 
would,  on  the  other  hand,  be   highly  gratified  by  the 
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movement  4.  Because  the  British  nation,  without 
whose  affections  the  British  Minister  can  do  nothing 
of  importance  in  war,  ought  to  be  retained,  by  the 
strongest  demonstrations,  in  the  persuasion  that  we 
mean  peaceable  negotiation,  rather  than  war.  And 
5.  Because  a  distinguished  character,  sent  fresh  from 
the  feelings  of  the  United  States,  would  with  more 
confidence  assert,  and  with  more   certainty  impress. 

I  confess  that  two  remarks,  which  came  from  your- 
self, had  for  some  time  employed  my  thoughts. 
These  related  to  the  sensations  which  might  be  ex- 
cited in  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  to  those  which  may  be 
excited  in  the  people  of  our  country.  To  wound  un- 
necessarily a  valuable  and  meritorious  officer,  as  Mr. 
Pinckney  is,  may  be  affirmed  to  be  a  public  mis- 
chief. But  this  will  not  be  the  case,  I  hope.  He 
will  admit,  that  on  great  occasions,  such  missions  are 
often  instituted;  that  they  are  never  interpreted  by 
the  diplomatic  world  as  a  disparagement  of  the  Mi- 
nister Resident ;  and  that  a  step  of  so  much  <?clat  will 
rouse  the  British  Court  from  their  profound  slumber 
over  our  various  applications.  He  may,  moreover,  re- 
ceive such  declarations  of  continuing  confidence,  as  to 
calm  little  possible  inquietudes. 

The  same  kind  of  considerations  will  satisfy  the 
animadversions  of  our  citizens.  For  if  a  man,  the 
most  conspicuous  for  talents  and  character,  were  now 
the  stationary  representative  of  the  United  States  at 
London,  the  efficacy  of  a  solemn  and  special  mission 
may  still,  upon  the  foregoing  principles,  be  easily 
conceived.  And  yet,  the  difference  between  one  grade 
and  another  is  not  so  powerful  as  of  itself  to  secure 
a  difference  of  reception  to  our  demands.  The  Envoy 
will  be  impotent,  if  he  is  to  carry  with  him  only  the 
language  of  rhetoric  or  of  menaces,  without  the  power 
38* 


450  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

of  revenge.  To  fulfil  the  purpose  of  his  creation,  he 
must  show  that  the  United  States  can  and  will  vin- 
dicate their  rights.  But  measures  of  this  kind  de- 
pend on  Congress  alone,  and  from  them  we  have  the 
embargo  alone.  They  are  employed  in  discussions 
leading  to  these  objects.  To  nominate  an  Envoy  im- 
mediately, or  until  you  see  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  preparations,  may  perhaps  be  to  nominate  a  use- 
less officer;  and  if,  by  such  a  nomination,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  give  a  direction  to  the  views  and  delibera- 
tions of  Congress,  may  it  not  be  better  to  send  a 
message  to  them,  urging  them  to  adopt  the  prepara- 
tory steps,  than  to  run  the  risk  of  appointing  a  gen- 
tleman, who,  if  our  state  of  imbecility  is  to  remain, 
cannot,  except  from  personal  qualities,  have  more  in- 
fluence than  Mr.  Pinckney?  It  would  be  unusual, 
too,  to  expect,  by  an  act  done  to  the  Senate  in  its 
Executive  capacity,  that  its  influence  should  extend 
to  the  other  House  in  its  Legislative. 

I  believe,  indeed,  that  to  postpone  the  nomination, 
will  be  attended  with  two  advantages.  The  one  is, 
that  after  Congress  shall  have  given  nerve  to  our 
affairs,  the  propriety  of  the  mission  will  no  longer  be 
questionable;  nor  will  it  require  those  arguments, 
which,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  will  not  be  suffi- 
ciently apparent  The  other  is,  that  the  person  no- 
minated will  then  be  able  to  decide,  whether  he 
would  choose  to  be  the  missionary,  after  certain  acts 
of  Congress.  For  example,  it  might  accord  with  the 
opinions  of  some  gentlemen  to  go,  with  an  act  of 
sequestration  in  their  hands. 

Notwithstanding  the  suspension  of  the  nomination, 
you  may  perhaps  approve  of  mentioning,  in  the  mean 
time,  your  intention  eventually  to  the  person  whom 
you   contemplate.     I  must  request   your  instruction, 
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whether  I  am  to  prepare  the   message  to  the  Senate 
immediately. 

I  have  the  honor,  Sir,  to  be,  &c, 

Edmund  Randolph. 


FROM   CHARLES  M.   THURSTON. 

Frederick  County,  21  June,  1794. 

Sir, 

That  there  is  existing  at  Kentucky  a  powerful 
faction  for  placing  that  country  under  the  protection 
of  the  British  Government,  and  separating  from  the 
Union  of  the  States,  the  most  recent  intelligence 
seems  to  evince,  as  well  private  epistolary  as  other. 
And  further,  that  this  contagion  is  not  confined  to  a 
few  obscure  individuals,  but  widely  diffused  through 
the  leading  characters  of  that  community,  is  much  to 
be  apprehended,  and  not  without  some  suspicion  of 
its  having  penetrated  our  very  camp. 

For  some  days  I  have  been  balancing,  whether  to 
say  thus  much  to  your  Excellency,  not  as  a  fact, 
but  from  information  probable  and  highly  worthy  of 
inquiry  into;  and  have  delayed  it,  lest  I  might  be 
impertinent  But  it  is  a  circumstance  which  may 
lead  to  consequences  so  full  of  importance,  that,  whe- 
ther it  be  true  or  ill-founded,  or  whether  notiee  on 
the  subject  already  has  come  to  your  hands,  the  oc- 
casion, I  trust,  is  such  a  one  as  will  plead,  if  not 
my  justification,  at  least  an  excuse  with  your  Excel- 
lency. My  sole  motive  is  a  simple  and  honest  one, 
the  safety  of  our  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  professions  of  the  British  and 
Spaniards,  the  intelligent  part  of  the  frontiers,  who 
are  friends  to  Government,  are   still  not  without  sus- 
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picions  of  their  designs,  and  of  their  connections  by 
the  Lakes  and  Mississippi.  May  I  take,  therefore, 
permission  to  add,  that,  in  case  of  invasion  or  other 
sudden  emergency,  no  man  with  us  could  collect  with 
promptitude,  in  this  quarter,  so  good  and  useful  a 
body  of  effective  soldiery,  as  our  old  General  Mor- 
gan ;  as,  from  Potomac  to  South  Carolina,  the  appli- 
cations to  him  for  services,  in  expectation  of  a  war, 
have  of  late  been  exceedingly  numerous?  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most 

Obliged,  and  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  M.  Thurston. 


FROM   JOHN   JAY. 

(Private.) 

London,  23  June,  1794. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  of  this  month,  I  arrived  here. 
The  next  day  I  made  inquiries  for  Mr.  Lear,  and 
was  informed  that  he  had  gone  to  Liverpool  to  em- 
bark for  America.  I  asked  whether  it  was  probable 
that  letters,  sent  by  the  post,  would  find  him  still 
there.  The  answer  was,  that  it  was  highly  impro- 
bable.* Under  these  circumstances,  and  knowing  the 
jealous  attention  now  paid  to  letters  passing  through 
the  post-office,  I  thought  it  most  advisable  to  for- 
bear making  the  experiment,  and  to  return  that  let- 
ter to  you. 

My  letter  of  this  date,  to  Mr.  Randolph,  contains 
an  exact  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  affairs 
of  my  mission  here.  I  shall  be  disappointed  if  no 
good  result.     As  yet,  the  Minister  stands  entirely  un- 
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committed.  From  some  light  circumstances,  I  incline 
to  believe  that  our  mercantile  injuries  will  be  re- 
dressed; but  how,  or  how  far,  I  cannot  conjecture. 
My  next  conference  will  doubtless  place  things  in 
more  particular  and  in  clearer  points  of  view. 

Dr.  Gordon  has  information,  which  he  relies  upon, 
that  the  posts  will  not  be  surrendered,  and  he  au- 
thorizes me  to  tell  you  so,  in  confidence.  His  inform- 
ation does  not  make  so  strong  an  impression  on  my 
mind  as  it  does  on  his.  It  merits  attention;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  is  not  conclusive.  The  observations  I 
have  hitherto  made,  induce  me  to  believe  that  the 
war  with  France  is  popular ;  and  that  a  war  with  us 
would  be  unpopular.  The  word  Jacobin  is  here  a 
term  of  reproach,  and  used  as  such  among  the  com- 
mon people.  They  who  wish  the  reform  of  this  Go- 
vernment do,  I  apprehend,  wish  a  certain  degree  of 
success  to  the  present  French  cause,  not  because  they 
like  it,  but  because  they  think  such  Success  would 
promote  their  favorite  objects.  I  often  hear  gentle- 
men converse  on  these  subjects,  but  think  it  prudent 
to  be  reserved.  As  to  their  internal  parties  and  di- 
visions, I  make  it  a  rule  to  remain  silent 

Your  Administration  is  greatly  commended.  The 
idea,  entertained  by  some,  of  applying  private  debts 
to  compensate  public  injuries,  alarms  and  disgusts, 
and  impairs  credit.  I  am  anxious  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  communicate  something  decisive.  As  yet,  I, 
am  entirely  satisfied  with  the  Minister.  I  ought  to 
add,  that  Mr.  Pinckney's  conduct  relative  to  me,  cor- 
responds  with  my  ideas  of  delicacy  and  propriety. 
With  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment,  I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 


454  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  The  inclosed  copies  of  a  note  of  the  19th 
instant,  from  Lord  Grenville,  and  of  my  answer,  af- 
ford indications  of  his  present  temper  that  will  not 
escape  you.  It  is  always  useful  to  communicate  such 
papers,  but  seldom  useful  to  publish  them.  Publi- 
cations, unnecessarily  and  frequently  made,  naturally 
increase  reserve  and  circumspection  to  such  a  de- 
gree as,  in  great  measure,  to  exclude  confidence  and 
conversation,  and  to  confine  negotiation  to  the  slow 
and  weary  mode  of  written  communications ;  written, 
too,  under  the  impression  and  expectation  of  publica- 
tion. 


FROM   WILLIAM   BRADFORD,   ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

5  July,  1794. 

Sir, 

I  have  paid  attention  to  the  note  of  the  30th  ulti- 
mo, with  which  you  have  honored  me;  and,  although 
my  first  impressions  were  in  favor  of  the  measure 
suggested,  yet  a  further  consideration  of  it  has  excit- 
ed doubts  of  its  expediency. 

Mr.  Jay's  instructions  were  to  sound  the  Ministers 
of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  with  a  view  of  learning  the 
disposition  of  their  respective  Courts  to  'support  the 
right  of  neutral  navigation.  The  object  of  this  seems 
to  have  been  to  ascertain  how  far  we  might  depend 
upon  their  concurrence  and  aid,  if  it  should  become 
necessary  for  us  to  protect,  by  force  of  arms,  that 
freedom  of  navigation  which  the  universal  law  of  na- 
tions \  permits  to  neutral  powers.  In  order  to  secure 
their  cooperation,  and  induce  them  to  coincide  with 
our  views,  it  might  have  been  necessary  for  the 
United    States   to   have    entered   into    strict   engage- 
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ments,  and  made  a  common  cause  with  them,  how- 
ever inexpedient  it  might  have  been  for  this  country 
to  involve  herself,  in  connections  of  this  nature,  with 
the  European  powers.  But  this  necessity  cannot  now 
arise.  We  know  the  determination  of  Sweden  and 
Denmark.  If  circumstances  shall  demand  it,  America 
may  cooperate  with  them,  without  any  formal  Con- 
vention, and,  at  the  same  time,  be  at  liberty  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  future  exigencies  may  require. 

It  is  probable  that,  before  any  instructions  could 
reach  Europe,  the  British  Court  will  either  have  re- 
cognized the  rights  of  neutral  navigation,  or  that 
reprisals  will  have  issued,  and  war  be  commenced.  % 
In  the  first  case,  the  general  principle  will  no  doubt 
extend  itself  to  us ;  or,  if  a  partial  arrangement  takes 
place  between  Great  Britain  and  those  two  northern 
powers,  we  cannot  expect  any  cooperation  from  them. 
On  the  contrary,  if  war  should  take  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  determination  of  those  powers  to  make 
reprisals,  it  will  then  be  competent  to  the  United 
States  to  cooperate  in  that  war,  without  embarrassing 
themselves  with  any  formal  engagements.  How  far 
the  Executive  could  constitutionally  engage,  that  the 
United  States  should  take  part  in  a  war  actually  be- 
gun, may  be  doubtful ;  and,  as  the  event  of  Mr.  Jay's 
negotiation  cannot  be  known  long  before  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  the  subject  (if  a  war  should  have  taken 
place)  would  perhaps  come  more  properly  before  that 
body,  in  whom   the   right  of  declaring  war  is  vested. 

Mr.  Pinckney  has  intimated,  that  there  is  a  dispo- 
sition in  the  British  Court  to  make  a  real,  if  not  an 
avowed,  discrimination  between  the  navigation  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  the  northern  European 
powers.  If  this  should  be  actually  made,  it  will  be 
a   question    of  much   delicacy,  how  far   this   country 
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ought  to  interfere,  the  decision  of  which  the  President 
perhaps,  ought  not  to  delegate  to  any  person  whatso- 
ever. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  incline   to  think   that   the  mea- 
sure proposed  is  not  expedient  at  present;  but    it   is 
not  without  some  hesitation  that  I  form  this  opinion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

William  Bradford. 


FROM   GOVERNOR  LEE. 

Norfolk,  3  September,  1794. 

Sir, 

Although  I  have  had  near  two  days  to  reflect  on 
the  purport  of  the  letter  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  instant,  I  confess  I  am 
not  yet  relieved  from  the  agitation  of  mind  produced 
by  that  communication. 

My  grief  for  the  necessity  of  pointing  the  bayonet 
against  the  breasts  of  our  countrymen,  is  equalled  only 
by  my  conviction  of  the  wisdom  of  your  decision  to 
compel  immediate  submission  to  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  and  by  my  own  apprehensions  of  my  inade- 
quacy to  the  trust  you  have  been  pleased  to  honor 
me  with.  I  never  expected  to  see  so  strange  a  crisis; 
much  less  to  be  called  to  the  command  of  an  army, 
on  the  judicious  direction  of  which  may  perhaps  de- 
pend our  national  existence.  But  being  ready  to 
give  my  aid  on  the  awful  occasion,  I  was  willing  to 
take  any  part  in  the  measures  you  might  think  pro- 
per to  order  for  quelling  the  insurrection,  without  re- 
gard to  rank  or  station.* 

*  Alluding  to  the  insurrection  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


OFFICIAL    AND    PRIVATE.  457 

The  honor  you  have  fixed  to  my  name,  by  the  late 
signal  testimony  of  your  approbation  and  confidence, 
impresses  me  with  every  feeling  which  the  most  affec- 
tionate gratitude  can  inspire.  I  will  bestow,  invari- 
ably, the  whole  power  of  my  mind  and  body,  to  give 
the  most  propitious  effect  to  your  wishes.  If  success 
attends  my  endeavours,  I  shall  be  happy  indeed.  If 
the  reverse  happens,  I  shall  be  truly  miserable  to  the 
last  hour  of  my  life;  because  I  shall  attribute  the1 
public  misfortunes  which  must  ensue  to  my  own  in- 
capacity, however  strenuous  and  faithful  may  have 
been  my  efforts. 

With  these  feelings,  you  will  readily  anticipate  the 
keen  solicitude  I  must  momently  experience  to  pre- 
pare myself  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  expected 
from  me.  I  cannot  so  certainly  or  so  easily  do  this, 
as  with  you.  If,  then,  the  appeal  expected  be  inevi- 
table (which  I  pray  Heaven  may  still  avert),  let  me 
entreat  you  to  call  me  to  you  at  once.  A  thousand 
things  will  occur  relative  to  the  army  and  its  objects, 
which  I  ought  to  understand  in  time;  and  I  ought 
also  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  temper  of 
the  insurgents,  the  characters  and  views  of  their 
leaders,  and  with  the  country  in  which  the  troops 
are  to  act.  With  most  affectionate  attachment  and 
entire  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Lee. 

vol.  iv.  39 


458  LETTERS    TO    WASHINGTON. 

FROM   JOHN   JAY. 

(Private.) 

London,  13  September,  1794. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  letter  to  Mr.  Randolph,  which  accompanies  this, 
contains  very  full  and  accurate  information  respecting 
our  negotiations  here.  You  will  perceive  that  many 
parts  are  under  consideration,  and  that  alterations  will 
probably  yet  take  place  in  several  articles.  Although 
it  is  uncertain,  yet  it  is  not  altogether  improbable, 
that  Lord  Grenville  and  myself  may  agree  on  terms 
which,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  be  rejected.  In  that 
case  I  shall  be  strongly  induced  to  conclude,  rather 
than,  by  delays,  risk  a  change  of  views  and  measures 
or  Ministers,  which  unforeseen  circumstances  might 
occasion. 

The  Secretary's  letter  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  the 
speech  of  the  latter  to  the  Convention,  are  printed; 
and  have  caused  a  disagreeable  sensation  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  here,  and  probably  in  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment The  one  written  by  you  is  spoken  of  as  being 
within  the  limits  of  diplomatic  forms.  Gentlemen, 
whether  in  or  out  of  office,  are  doubtless  free  in  their 
personal  affections  or  predilections  for  persons  or  na- 
tions. But,  as  the  situation  of  the  United  States  is 
neutral,  so  also  should  be  their  language  to  the  belli- 
gerent powers.  Neither  can  it  be  proper  to  adopt 
any  mode  of  pleasing  one  party,  that  would  naturally 
be  offensive  to  the  other;  and  more  particularly  at  a 
time  when,  with  that  other,  a  negotiation  for  peace, 
commerce,  and  friendship  is  pending.  To  be  fair, 
upright,  and  prudent,  is  to  be  politic;  and  of  the 
truth  of  this  maxim,  your   character,  and  very  singu- 
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lar   degree  of  respectability,  weight,   and   reputation, 
afford  the  strongest  proof. 

I  learn  that  Virginia  is  escheating  British  property ; 
and  I  hear  of  other  occurrences  that  I  regret.  But 
they  shall  not  abate  my  perseverance  in  endeavour- 
ing to  preserve  peace,  and  bring  the  negotiation  to 
such  a  conclusion  as  will  either  insure  peace  with 
this  country,  or  produce  union  among  ourselves  in 
prosecuting  war  against  it.  Whatever  may  be  the 
issue,  I  am  determined  not  to  lose  the  only  satisfac- 
tion that  I  can  be  sure  of;  namely,  the  satisfaction 
resulting  from  a  consciousness  of  having  done  my 
duty.  That  attempts  will  be  made,  in  America,  to 
frustrate  this  negotiation,  I  have  not  the  most  distant 
shadow  of  a  doubt.  I  brought  that  belief  and  opinion 
with  me;  and  my  dependence  then  was,  and  still  is, 
on  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  integrity  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  on  the  general  good  sense  of  our  people ;  and 
on  those  enlightened  and  virtuous  characters  among 
them,  who  regard  the  peace,  honor,  and  welfare  of 
their  country  as  primary  objects.  These  men  regret 
the  differences  which  subsist  between  this  country  and 
their  own ;  and  sincerely  desire  to  see  mutual  animo- 
sities give  way  to  mutual  good  will.  As  to  a  politi- 
cal connection  with  any  country,  I  hope  it  will  never 
be  judged  necessary;  for  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
it  would  ultimately  be  found  useful.  On  the  contrary, 
it  would,  in  my  opinion,  introduce  foreign  influence, 
which  I  consider  as  the  worst  of  political  plagues. 
With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness, 
and  with  perfect  respect,  esteem  and  attachment,  I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  and  obliged  servant, 

John  Jay. 
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FROM   EDMUND    RANDOLPH,   SECRETARY   OF   STATE. 
.   (Private.) 
Philadelphia,  11  o'clock,  8  October,  1794. 

Sir, 

I  was  honored  by  your  private  letter  of  the  6th 
instant,  about  half  an  hour  ago ;  and  immediately  de 
livered  to  Mrs.  Washington  the  one  addressed  to  her. 

Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  Senate,  called 
to  learn  the  intelligence  from  Europe.  I  considered 
their  title  to  read  the  despatches  as  being  no  better 
than  that  of  other  men;  and  I  told  them,  verbally, 
only  what  I  have  told  others.  With  the  former  gen- 
tleman some  discussion  arose  how  far  the  Senate 
might  call  for  the  papers  relative  to  the  negotiation; 
but  he  did  not,  however,  apply  the  remark  to  him- 
self as  an  individual.  I  cut  the  matter  short,  by 
observing  that  he  knew  my  opinion  to  be  that  the 
President  was  bound,  in  duty,  and  possessed  the  right, 
to  withhold  whatsoever  he  thought  improper  to  be 
communicated.  I  could  not  help  asking,  at  the  same 
time,  whether  the  example  of  Mr.  Edwards,  which  I 
mentioned  to  you  in  a  late  letter,  did  not  prove 
that  Senators  could  disclose  secrets  as  well  as  other 
folks. 

There  is  nothing  so  little  talked  of  as  the  yellow 
fever.  I  believe  that  I  am  almost  the  only  inquirer 
after  it;  and  those  to  whom  I  address  myself,  seem 
to  take  time  to  recollect  themselves,  as  if  the  subject 
was  a  perfect  stranger  to  their  memory.  General 
Knox  is  with  me ;  and  we  shall  have  ready,  for  the 
express  of  Monday,  the  analysis  of  an  address  to  Con- 
gress. Mrs.  Washington  and  family  were  well  this 
morning. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  the  highest  re- 
spect and  affectionate  attachment, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  Randolph. 


FROM  GENERAL   MORGAN  * 

Camp,  McFarley's  Ferry,  December,  1794. 

Sir, 

You  will  see,  by  a  return  made  to  the  War  Office 
of  the  troops  left  under  my  command  for  winter  de- 
fence, their  strength  and  situation.  The  business  of 
recruiting  was  put  off  too  late;  had  it  been  put  in 
practice  a  week  sooner,  we  could  have  engaged  the 
number  of  men  called  for,  without  difficulty.  When 
I  was  informed  of  the  deficiency,  I  intended  to  have 
made  up  the  number  wanting  in  this  country,  but 
have  been  so  very  busy,  trying  to  cover  ourselves 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  approaching  season,  that 
I  have  not  made  the  experiment;  and  am  afraid, 
when  we  do,  that  the  pay  will  be  an  obstacle;  and 
the  clothing  is  not  a  sufficient  inducement,  as  the 
people  here  don't  like  to  wear  that  kind  of  clothing. 

I  have  some  officers  out  trying  to  recruit  at  this 
time,  but  have  had  no  report  from  them.  Any  num- 
ber of  cavalry  could  be  raised  here;  but  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  a  great  many  men  will  be  unneces- 
sary for  this  service,  as  the  alarm  that  these  people 
have  experienced  is  so  great,  that  they  will  never 
forget  it  so  far  as  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  law  again. 
I  am  dealing  very  gently  with  them,  and  am  becom- 

*  General  Morgan  commanded  a  division  of  the  militia  raised  for 
suppressing  the  insurrection  in  Pennsylvania. 

39* 
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ing  very  popular,  for  which  I  am  very  happy;  as  it 
has  been  my  opinion,  from  the  first  of  this  business, 
that  we  ought  to  make  these  people  our  friends,  if 
we  could  do  so  without  lessening  the  dignity  of  Go- 
vernment, which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  sup- 
ported at  any  risk.  Several  of  the  outlyers  have 
come  in  within  a  few  days,  and  delivered  themselves 
to  me.  I  have  let  them  go  on  parole,  with  orders  to 
come  to  me  when  called  for.  I  expect  this  kind  of 
treatment  will  bring  in  the  whole,  except  Madford, 
the  tinker,  and  one  or  two  others.  The  names  of 
those  that  have  delivered  themselves  to  me,  are  as 
follows; — Arthur  Gardner;  George  Parker;  Ebenezer 
Golohan,  who  broke  out  of  jail  at  Pittsburg ;  John 
Colecraft,  who  broke  away  from  the  guard  coming  up 
the  river;  and  John  Mitchell,  who  robbed  the  mail. 
Those  characters  I  will  deliver,  when  and  where  I  am 
directed;  convinced,  as  I  am,  that  they  won't  go  off. 
And  I  think  I  shall  have  the  people  of  this  country 
in  better  order  than  their  fellow-citizens  in  and  about 
Carlisle,  &c,  which  will  give  pleasure. 

Some  of  the  people  in  this  country,  but  their  num- 
ber very  inconsiderable,  seem  to  be  obstinate,  and 
hesitate  very  much  about  taking  the  oath  to  Govern- 
ment, alleging  that  they  have  already  taken  an  oath 
to  Government,  which,  they  say,  they  have  not  vio- 
lated, and  will  not  take  another;  that,  if  compelled 
to  do  it,  they  will  not  think  it  binding  upon  them. 
I  wish  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  with  characters 
of  this  description. 

I  will  thank  you  for  the  outlines  of  the  conduct 
that  you  would  wish  me  to  pursue  in  future.  John 
Colecraft,  who  gave  himself  up  to  me,  is  the  Old 
Tinker  himself,  and  not  he  that  broke  from  the  guard 
coming  up   the  river.     Benjamin   Parkeson   and   Dan 
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Hambleton  will  be  in  to-morrow ;  at  least  they  have 
so  informed  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

Daniel  Morgan. 


FROM   THOMAS   PINCKNEY  * 

Loudon,  30  January,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 
In  a  letter,  which  I  have  lately  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  I  am  desired  to  make  such  ar- 
rangements as  may  be  necessary,  previous  to  a  mis- 
sion which  you  have  prepared  for  me  as  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary to  the  Court  of  Spain.  Although,  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  extent  of  your  unavoidable  cor- 
respondence, and  of  the  value  of  your  moments,  I 
have  generally  avoided  addressing  you  directly,  yet, 
while  I  officially  express  my  readiness  to  undertake 
a  business  in  which  you  think  I  may  be  of  utility,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  thus  assuring  you,  that  I  trust  I 
feel  the  full  import  of  the  kindness  and  delicacy  of 
this  proceeding,  as  it  personally  concerns  myself;  and 
I  beg  leave  to  add  the  expression  of  the  true  respect 
and  grateful  attachment,  with  which  I  am,  &c, 

Thomas  Pinckney. 

*  Mr.  Pinckney  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  London,  January  12th,  1792;  and  Envoy  Extraordinary 
to  Spain,  November  24th,  1794. 
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FROM   OLIVER  WOLCOTT,   SECRETARY   OP   THE   TREASURY. 

Philadelphia,  4  February,  1795. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  informed,  through  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  to 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  with  real  diffidence  that  I  undertake  to 
discharge  the  important  duties  incident  to  this  ap- 
pointment. Yet  if  constant  exertions  and  strict  fide- 
lity can  compensate  for  such  qualifications  as  I  may 
not  possess,  I  indulge  a  hope  that  my  services  will 
receive  your  approbation. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  my  endeavours 
in  respect  to  my  own  reputation,  and  the  interests 
confided  to  my  care,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that 
this  distinguished  token  of  confidence  will  never  fail 
to  excite  in  my  breast  lively  sentiments  of  respect 
and  gratitude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Monticello,  23  February,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 
You  were  formerly  deliberating  on  the  purpose  to 
which  you  should  apply  the  shares  in  the  Potomac 
and  James  River  Companies,  presented  you  by  our 
Assembly;  and  you  did  me  the  honor  of  asking  me 
to  think  on  the  subject.  As  well  as  I  remember, 
some  academical  institution  was  thought  to   offer  the 
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best  application  of  the  money.  Should  you  have 
finally  decided  in  favor  of  this,  a  circumstance  has 
taken  place  which  would  render  the  present  moment 
the  most  advantageous  to  carry  it  into  execution,  by 
giving  to  it,  in  the  outset,  such  an  eclat,  and  such 
solid  advantages,  as  would  insure  a  very  general  con- 
course to  it  of  the  youths  from  all  our  States,  and 
probably  from  the  other  parts  of  America  which  are 
free  enough  to  adopt  it. 

The  revolution,  which  has  taken  place  at  Geneva, 
has  demolished  the  College  of  that  place,  which  was 
in  a  great  measure  supported  by  the  former  Govern- 
ment. The  Colleges  of  Geneva  and  Edinburgh  were 
considered  as  the  two  eyes  of  Europe,  in  matters  of 
science,  insomuch  that  no  other  pretended  to  any  ri- 
valship  with  either.  Edinburgh  has  been  the  most 
famous  in  medicine,  during  the  life  of  Cullen ;  but 
Geneva  most  so  in  the  other  branches  of  science,  and 
much  the  most  resorted  to  from  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  because  the  French  language  was  that  which 
was  used.  M.  D'lvernois,  a  Genevan,  and  man  of 
science,  known  as  the  author  of  a  history  of  that  re- 
public, has  proposed  the  transplanting  that  College, 
in  a  body,  to  America.  He  has  written  to  me  on 
the  subject,  as  he  has  also  done  to  Mr.  Adams,  as 
he  was  formerly  known  to  us  both,  giving  us  the 
details  of  his  views  for  effecting  it.  Probably  these 
have  been  communicated  to  you  by  Mr.  Adams,  as 
D'lvernois  desired  should  be  done.  But,  lest  they 
should  not  have  been  communicated,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  doing  it.  His  plan,  I  think,  would  go  to 
about  ten  or  twelve  Professorships.  He  names  to  me 
the  following  Professors,  as  likely,  if  not  certain,  to 
embrace  the  plan. 

Mouchon,  the  present  President,  who  wrote  the  ana- 
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lytical  table  for  the  Encyclopedists,  which   sufficiently 
proves  his  comprehensive  science. 

Pictet,  known  from  his  admeasurement  of  a  degree, 
and  other  works,  Professor  of  natural  philosophy. 

His  brother,  said  by  M.  D'lvernois  to  be  also  great 

Senebier,  author  of  Commentaries  on  Spallanzani, 
and  of  other  works  in  natural  philosophy  and  meteor- 
ology ;   also,  the  translator  of  the  Greek  Tragedians. 

Bertrand  and  L'Houllier,  both  mathematicians,  and 
said  to  be  inferior  to  nobody  in  that  line,  except  La 
Grange,  who  is  without  an  equal. 

Prevost,  highly  spoken  of  by  D'lvernois. 

De  Saussure  and  his  son,  formerly  a  Professor,  but 
who  left  the  college  to  have  more  leisure  to  pursue 
his  geological  researches  into  the  Alps,  by  which  work 
he  is  very  advantageously  known. 

Most  of  these  are  said  to  speak  our  language  well 
Of  these  persons,  the  names  of  Mouchon,  Pictet,  De 
Saussure,  and  Senebier,  are  well  known  to  me,  as 
standing  foremost  among  the  literati  of  Europe.  Se- 
crecy having  been  necessary,  this  plan  had,  as  yet, 
been  concerted  only  with  Pictet,  his  brother,  and 
Prevost,  who  knew,  however,  from  circumstances,  that 
the  others  would  join  them ;  and  I  think  it  very 
possible,  that  the  revolution  in  France  may  have  put 
it  in  our  power  to  associate  La  Grange  with  them, 
whose  modest  and  diffident  character  will  probably 
have  kept  him  in  the  rear  of  the  revolutionary  prin- 
ciples, which  have  been  the  ground  on  which  the  re- 
volutionists of  Geneva  have  discarded  their  Professors. 
Most  of  these  are  men  having  families,  and  therefore, 
M.  D'lvernois  observes,  they  cannot  come  over  but 
on  sure  grounds.  He  proposes  a  revenue  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  for  the  whole  institution;  and,  sup- 
posing lands  could  be  appropriated  to  this  object,  he 
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says  that  an  hundred  Genevan  families  can  readily 
be  found,  who  will  purchase,  and  settle  on  the  lands, 
and  deposit  for  them  the  capital,  of  which  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  would  be  the  interest.  In  this  re- 
venue he  means  to  comprehend  a  College  of  lan- 
guages, preparatory  to  the  principal  one  of  sciences ; 
and  also  a  third  College,  for  the  gratuitous  teaching 
of  the  poor,  reading  and  writing. 

It  could  not  be  expected  that  any  propositions  from 
strangers,  unacquainted  with  our  means  and  our  wants, 
could  jump  at  once  into  a  perfect  accommodation  with 
these.  But  those  presented  to  us  would  serve  to 
treat  on,  and  are  capable  of  modifications  reconcil- 
able, perhaps,  to  the  views  of  both  parties. 

1.  We  can  well  dispense  with  his  second  and  third 
Colleges,  the  last  being  too  partial  for  an  extensive 
country,  and  the  second  sufficiently,  and  better,  pro- 
vided for  already,  by  our  public  and  private  gram- 
mar schools.  I  should  conjecture  that  this  would  re- 
duce one  third  of  his  demand  of  revenue,  and  that 
ten  thousand  dollars  would  then,  probably,  answer 
their  remaining  views,  which  are  the  only  important 
ones  to  us. 

2.  We  are  not  to  count  on  raising  the  money  from 
lands,  and,  consequently,  we  must  give  up  the  pro- 
posal of  the  colony  of  Genevan  farmers.  But  the 
wealth  of  Geneva,  in  money,  being  notorious,  and  the 
class  of  monied  men  being  that  which  the  new  Go- 
vernment are  trying  to  get  rid  of,  it  is  probable  that 
a  capital  sum  could  be  borrowed,  on  the  credit  of  the 
funds  under  consideration,  sufficient  to  meet  the  first 
expenses  of  the  transportation  and  establishment,  and 
to  supply,  also,  the  deficiency  of  revenue,  till  the 
profits  of  the  shares  shall  become  sufficiently  superior 
to  the  annual  support  of  the  College,  to  repay  the 
sums  borrowed. 
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3.  The  composition  of  the  Academy  cannot  be  set- 
tled, then.  It  must  be  adapted  to  our  circumstances, 
and  can,  therefore,  only  be  fixed  between  them  and 
persons  here  acquainted  with  those  circumstances,  and 
conferring  for  the  purpose  after  their  arrival  here. 
For  a  country  so  marked  for  agriculture  as  ours,  I 
should  think  no  Professorship  so  important  as  one 
not  mentioned  by  them,  a  Professor  of  Agriculture, 
who,  before  the  students  should  leave  College,  should 
carry  them  through  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  agriculture ;  and  that  this  Pro- 
fessor should  come  from  no  country  but  England. 
Indeed,  I  should  mark  Young  as  the  man  to  be  ob- 
tained. These,  however,  are  modifications  to  be  left 
till  their  arrival  here. 

M.  D'lvernois  observes,  that  the  Professors  keep 
themselves  disengaged  till  the  ensuing  spring,  attend- 
ing an  answer.  As  he  had  desired  his  proposition  to 
be  made  to  our  Legislature,  I  accordingly  got  a  mem- 
ber to  sound  as  many  of  his  brethren  on  the  subject 
as  he  could,  desiring,  if  he  found  it  would  be  despe- 
rate, that  he  would  not  commit  the  honor  either  of 
that  body  or  of  the  College  of  Geneva,  by  forcing  an 
open  act  of  rejection.  I  received  his  information  only 
a  fortnight  ago,  that  the  thing  was  evidently  imprac- 
ticable. I  immediately  forwarded  that  information  to 
D'lvernois,  not  giving  him  an  idea  that  there  was 
any  other  resource.  Thinking,  however,  that  if  you 
should  conclude  to  apply  the  revenues  of  the  canal 
shares  to  any  institution  of  this  kind,  so  fortunate  an 
outset  could  never  again  be  obtained,  I  have  sup-~ 
posed  it  my  duty,  both  to  you  and  them,  to  submit 
the  circumstances  to  your  consideration. 

A  question  would  arise  as  to  the  place  of  the  es- 
tablishment.   As  far  as  I  can  learn,  it  is  thought  just 
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that  the  State,  which  gives  the  revenue,  should  be 
most  considered  in  the  uses  to  which  it  is  appropri- 
ated. But  I  suppose  that  their  expectations  would 
be  satisfied  by  a  location  within  their  limits,  and  that 
this  might  be  so  far  from  the  Federal  City  as  moral 
considerations  would  recommend,  and  yet  near  enough 
to  it  to  be  viewed  as  an  appendage  of  that,  and  that 
the  splendor  of  the  two  objects  would  reflect  usefully 
on  each  other. 

Circumstances  have  already  consumed  much  of  the 
time  allowed  us.  Should  you  think  the  proposition 
can  be  brought  at  all  within  your  views,  your  deter- 
mination, as  soon  as  more  important  occupations  will 
admit  of  it,  would  require  to  be  conveyed  as  early 
as  possible  to  M.  D'lvernois,  now  in  London,  lest  my 
last  letter  should  throw  the  parties  into  other  engage- 
ments. I  will  not  trespass  on  your  time  and  atten* 
tion,  by  adding  to  this  lengthy  letter  any  thing  fur- 
ther than  assurances  of  the  high  esteem  and  regard, 
with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,  &c, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


FROM   JOHN   JAY. 

(Private.) 

London,  25  February,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  friendly  letter  of  the  1st  of  November 
last,  gratified  me  not  a  little.  The  insurrection  had 
caused  disagreeable  sensations  in  this  country  The 
objects  and  efforts  of  the  Jacobin  societies  in  America 
were  known  here,  and  the  fate  of  our  Government 
was  considered  as  being  involved   in   that  of  the   in- 
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surrection.  The  manner  in  which  it  has  terminated 
has  given  sincere  satisfaction  to  this  Government,  to 
whom  all  disorganizing  innovations  give  alarm.  Their 
confidence  in  your  wisdom,  decision,  and  energy,  has 
been  confirmed  by  the  event  The  institution  and 
influence  of  such  societies  among  us  had  given  me 
much  concern;  and  I  was  happy  in  perceiving  that 
the  suppression  of  the  insurrection,  together  with  the 
character  and  fall  of  similar  ones  in  France,  would 
probably  operate  the  extinction  of  these  mischievous 
associations  in  America. 

Your  remarks  relative  to  my  negotiations,  are  just 
and   kind.      I   assure   you,  nothing   on    my  part  has 
been  wanting   to   render   the   conclusion   of  them  as 
consonant  as  was   possible    to  your   expectations  and 
wishes.     Perfectly  apprised   both  of  my  duty  and  re- 
sponsibility, I  determined  not  to  permit  my  judgment 
to  be  influenced   by  any  considerations   but   those  of 
public  good,  under   the  direction   of  my   instructions. 
I  knew,  and   know,  that   no   attainable    settlement  or 
treaty  would    give    universal   satisfaction;    and  I  am 
far   from   expecting   that  the  one  I  hare  signed  will 
not   administer   occasion    for  calumny  and  detraction. 
These  are  evils  which  they  who  serve  the  people,  will 
always  meet  with.     Demagogues  will  constantly  flatter 
the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  multitude,  and  will 
never    cease    to  employ  improper   arts    against  those 
who  will   not  be    their   instruments.     I  have  known 
many  demagogues,  but  I    have  never  known  one  ho- 
nest  man  among  them.     These    are    among  the  evils 
which  are  incident  to  human  life;  and  none  of  them 
shall  induce   me   to  decline    or    abandon   pursuits  id 
which  I  may  conceive   it  to   be   my  duty  to  embark 
or  persevere.    All  creatures  will  act  according  to  their 
nature,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  expect  that  a  man 
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who  is  not  upright,  will  act  like  one  that  is.  The 
time  will  come  when  all  books,  and  histories,  and 
errors  will  be  consumed,  and  when,  from  their  ashes, 
truth  only  will  rise,  and  prevail,  and  be  immortal. 

I  observe,  from  Mr.  Randolph's  letters,  that  certain 
articles  of  the  treaty  will  be  considered  as  more  ob- 
jectionable than  they  appear  to  me.  Before  answers 
to  his  letters  could  arrive,  its  fete  will  be  decided. 
If  it  should  be  ratified,  additional  articles  may  be 
negotiated,  and  defects  supplied,  and  explanations 
made.  If  it  should  not  be  ratified,  I  presume  explicit 
instructions  will  be  immediately  sent  to  me  on  the 
points  in  question,  and  I  will  do  my  best  endeavours 
to  adjust  them  accordingly. 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  large  packet  contain- 
ing papers  and  letters;  the  former,  from  Sir  John 
Sinclair.  The  printed  papers,  inclosed  with  this  let- 
ter, I  transmit  by  the  desire  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple. 
You  will  also  find  herewith  inclosed  a  copy  of  an 
unofficial  letter  to  me  from  Lord  Grenville,  and  a 
copy  of  the  memorial  mentioned  in  it.  I  have  added 
a  printed  report  respecting  Sierra  Leone.  The  in- 
formation it  contains  may  be  new  and  agreeable  to 
you. 

Among  my  despatches  to  Mr.  Randolph,  by  this 
ship,  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Monroe,  at  Paris,  and  of  two  which  I  have  written 
to  him.  The  expediency  of  correcting  the  mistakes, 
which  the  French  Convention  seem  to  have  imbibed, 
will  doubtless  strike  you.  From  the  last  of  my  two 
letters  to  Mr.  Monroe,  you  will  remark,  that  Colonel 
Trumbull  is  going  to  Stutgard  with  my  consent.  His 
presence  there  is  necessary  about  some  plates,  which 
an  engraver  there  has  nearly  finished  for  him. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs, 
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Washington;  and  be   assured  of  the  perfect  respect, 
esteem,  and  attachment  with  which  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

John  Jay. 


FROM  GENERAL  MORGAN. 

Camp,  McFarle^s,  9  April,  1795. 

Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
and  for  the  hints  it  contains  I  return  you  my  thanks. 
Your  approbation  of  my  conduct,  and  that  of  the 
army  under  my  command,  affords  me  peculiar  satis- 
faction, which  is  heightened  by  the  coincidence  of 
opinion  between  us  relative  to  the  intention  for  which 
an  army  was  stationed  in  this  country. 

To  impress  upon  the  army  a  due  respect  for  the 
laws,  and  urge  the  necessity  of  an  uninterrupted  har- 
mony existing  between  them  and  the  citizens,  was 
my  first  care,  and  what  I  have  uniformly  practised. 
To  promote  this  good  understanding  I  found  rather 
an  arduous  task,  owing,  not  so  much  to  a  licentious- 
ness in  the  troops,  as  to  an  unaccommodating  dispo- 
sition in  the  people,  which  I  find  but  too  prevalent 
among  a  great  part  of  this  community.  In  my  ab- 
sence, while  attending  the  election  in  Berkley  and 
Frederick,  some  little  bickering  took  place,  and  some 
suits  were  brought  by  certain  individuals  against  a 
part  of  the  army ;  the  cause  of  which,  in  my  opinion, 
was  trifling  in  itself,  and  such  as  reflects  highly  on 
those  who  instituted  them. 

Mr.  B.,  I  am  well  informed,  was  the  person  who 
advised,  nay,  urged,  those  suits  to  be  brought  This 
man  I  consider  as  a  bad  member  of  society,  and  who 
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will,  I  fear,  do  all  in  his  power  to  foment  disturb- 
ances in  this  country.  It  is  a  flattering  consideration, 
however,  notwithstanding  these  things,  that  I  have  it 
in  my  power  to  observe,  that  affairs  in  general  are 
in  a  promising  train.  It  shall  be  my  endeavour  to 
settle  all  disputes  as  amicably  as  possible.  I  have, 
since  my  return  to  camp,  terminated  some,  and  the 
others  are  in  a  fair  way.  I  will  use  every  precaution 
to  prevent  such  misunderstandings  taking  place  in 
future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Daniel  Morgan. 


FROM   ROBERT  R.   LIVINGSTON. 

Clermont,  8  July,  1795. 

Dear  Sib, 
Possessing  no  official  situation,  which  entitles  me 
to  offer  my  sentiments  on  political  measures,  I  may 
possibly  be  deemed  intrusive  when  I  offer  my  unask- 
ed advice.  But,  Sir,  feeling  the  same  ardent  love 
for  my  country,  which  has  so  frequently,  in  times  of 
danger  and  difficulty,  served  as  an  apology  for  my 
letters,  I  still  presume,  without  any  other  than  that 
which  arises  from  my  solicitude,  in  the  present  alarm- 
ing situation  of  our  affairs,  to  offer  you  the  unbiased 
sentiments  of  a  citizen,  whose  whole  life  has  been 
employed  in  endeavouring  to  understand,  and,  as  far 
as  in  him  lay,  in  promoting  the  interests  of  his  coun- 
try; of  one,  who  considers  your  glory  as  closely  con- 
nected with  that  interest,  and  who  views  the  present 
as  a  favorable  moment  to  place  it  above  the  reach  of 
party   violence,  and  to  procure  to  yourself  a  second 
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time,  by  the  common  consent  of  America,  the  endear- 
ing appellation  of  the  saviour  of  your  countiy. 

In  my  present  retired  situation,  I  have  carefully 
read  and  considered  the  treaty  with  England.  I  see 
in  it  not  the  slightest  satisfaction  for  our  wrongs.  I 
see  them,  in  some  instances,  authorized.  In  the  com- 
mercial part,  I  see  articles,  which,  though  professing 
to  be  mutual,  are  in  no  sort  reciprocal.  I  see  a  want 
of  precision  in  many,  which  may  involve  us  in  fre- 
quent disputes.  But,  above  all,  I  dread,  in  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  an  immediate  rupture  with 
France,  where  (as  I  am  informed  by  letters  from 
thence)  the  very  apprehension  has  already  excited 
very  disagreeable  sensations.  To  discuss  these  points, 
or  even  to  dwell  on  the  construction  which  France 
may  put  on  the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  articles, 
would  be  an  unnecessary  waste  of  your  time,  since 
the  objections  to  them  could  not  have  escaped  your 
discernment;  and  they  may  possibly  admit  of  a  con- 
struction variant  from  that,  which  they  at  first  view 
appear  to  carry  with  them.  But,  at  any  rate,  they 
were  unnecessary,  and  peculiarly  improper  at  the  pre- 
sent moment. 

There  are  two  other  articles  which,  though  less 
pointed  at,  France  can  hardly,  in  my  opinion,  consider 
as  much  short  of  a  direct  declaration  of  hostilities. 
By  the  twenty-seventh  article,  it  is  expressly  admitted 
that  enemies'  property,  on  board  of  American  ships,  is 
liable  to  capture.  This  is,  at  least,  a  question  of  con- 
siderable doubt,  since  the  general  assent  of  civilized 
nations  to  the  principle  of  the  armed  neutrality,  Bri- 
tain alone  dissenting.  And  surely  this  was  a  very 
improper  moment  to  turn  that  doubt  into  a  certainty, 
to  the  injury  of  ourselves  and  our  allies.  By  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  twelfth  article,  this  question,  it  seems, 
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is  again  to  be  revived,  within  two  years  after  the  war. 
Now,  as  this  question  is  capable  of  discussion  as  well 
at  this  as  at  any  future  time,  and  as  it  depends  in 
no  sort  upon  the  war,  what  other  construction  can 
France  possibly  put  upon  this  delay  than  a  tacit 
agreement  between  us  and  Britain  to  aid  her,  even 
at  our  own  expense,  in  her  determined  hostility  to 
that  Republic,  while  we  were  availing  ourselves  of  a 
contrary  principle  to  protect  the  property  of  her  rival? 

This  argument  derives  additional  force  from  the 
eighteenth  article,  which,  notwithstanding  what  we 
have  suffered  from  the  British  construction  of  siege 
and  blockade,  leaves  it  still  undefined,  and,  of  course, 
agreeably  to  a  known  principle  of  the  law  of  nations 
(Vat  2d  lib.  27th  cap.),  acquiesces  in  their  absurd 
and  unlimited  constructions,  and  enables  them,  as  I 
am  just  informed  they  have  done,  to  renew  their 
attempt  to  starve  France  and  her  Colonies,  In  our 
treaty  with  France,  tar,  turpentine,  cordage,  masts, 
sails,  plank,  &c,  are  expressly  declared  not  to  be 
contraband.  By  this  treaty,  all  these  articles  are 
made  contraband.  Upon  what  principle  can  France 
suppose  that  we  entered  into  this  stipulation  at  this 
time,  and  in  the  very  face  of  our  proclamation,  by 
which  you  refer  to  the  modern  law  of  nations  for  a 
just  definition  of  the  word  contraband,  unless  it  were 
to  distress  them? 

Pardon  me,  Sir,  on  the  score  of  my  solicitude  for 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  my  country,  if  I  intrude 
upon  your  time  and  patience.  I  dread  a  war  with 
France,  as  the  signal  for  a  civil  war  at  home.  She 
can,  and  I  greatly  fear  that  she  will,  should  the 
treaty  be  ratified,  compel  us  to  enter  the  lists  by 
claiming  the  effect  of  our  guaranty  of  the  Islands. 
Rent,  as  our  country  unhappily  is,  by  parties,  nothing 
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but  personal  consideration  for  your  virtues  can  attach 
the  public  confidence  to  the  measures  of  Government; 
nothing  but  your  glory  can  save,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  honor  of  our  nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Robert  R.  Livingston. 
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FROM  THOMAS   RUSSELL. 

Boston,  13  August,  1795. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  and  the  pleasure  to  inclose  to  you 
a  copy  of  the  dissent  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  to  the  doings  of  the  town,  at  their  late  meet- 
ing relative  to  the  treaty  with  Britain;  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  upon  the  same  subject 

The  instrument  of  dissent  was  designed  only  to  col- 
lect the  sentiments  of  the  merchants  and  traders,  pro- 
visionally, not  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to  influ- 
ence or  interfere  with  the  measures  of  Government 
But,  having  been  represented  in  the  public  newspa- 
pers and  other  ways,  as  approving  the  resolutions  of 
the  town  at  that  meeting,  the  merchants  and  others, 
whose  names  are  thereto  subscribed,  deem  it  expedi- 
ent now  to  transmit  to  you,  Sir,  that  instrument,  with 
their  names,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

From  these  documents  they  presume  it  will  most 
fully  appear,  that  the  general  disposition  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Boston  is  not  to  reprobate,  but  to  approve 
of  the  decision  of  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  upon 
that  important   subject,  as  wise    and  prudent,  in   the 
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present   critical   state   of  affairs.    With  the    greatest 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Russell, 


FROM   EDWARD   CARRINGTON. 

Richmond,  6  December,  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  the  20th  ultimo,  I  did  myself  the  honor  to 
communicate  to  you  the  result  of  a  proposition  in 
the  lower  House  of  Assembly  here,  approving  the 
vote  of  the  two  Senators  from  this  State  against  the 
treaty ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  took  pleasure  in  men- 
tioning the  decorum  observed  during  the  debate  re- 
specting yourself  and  the  ratifying  Senators.  On  the 
next  day,  however,  the  active  persons  of  the  party, 
presuming  on  the  decided  turn  which  they  supposed 
had  been  fixed  in  favor  of  their  views,  unveiled  them- 
selves, and  carried,  in  the  House,  some  points  very 
extraordinary  indeed,  manifesting  disrespect  towards 
you.  It  is  highly  probable  you  may  have  seen  the 
proceedings  in  the  public  papers. 

The  result  of  these  proceedings,  together  with  the 
original  vote  of  approbation,  went  to  the  Senate ;  the 
approving  vote  was  there  concurred  in,  with  an  im- 
material amendment ;  but  a  very  decided  discounte- 
nance was  put  on  the  other  proceeding,  by  an  amend- 
ment totally  reversing  its  aspect.  By  this  time  it 
was  observed,  that  many  in  the  lower  House  had  be- 
come dissatisfied  with  their  former  conduct,  and,  when 
the  amendment  came  down,  the  zealots  of  anarchy 
were  backward  to  act  on  it,  while  the  friends  of 
order  were  satisfied  to  let  it  remain  for  further  effects 
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of  reflection.  On  the  4th  instant,  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  was  taken  up  and  carried  by  a  majority 
of  seventy-eight  against  sixty-two ;  and  I  believe  that 
on  the  same  question  now,  the  majority  would  be 
much  greater  The  fever  has  raged,  come  to  its  crisis, 
and  is  abating. 

As  evidence  that  the  temper  of  the  people  at  large 
is  not  such  as  our  members  in  Congress  will  proba- 
bly exhibit  an  appearance  of,  references  may  be  had 
to  the  consequences  of  insidious  attempts  to  get  sign- 
ed, through  the  country,  some  seditious  petitions,  which 
were  sent  in  vast  numbers  from  Philadelphia-  These 
petitions  were  at  first  patronized  with  great  zeal,  by 
many  of  our  distinguished  anarchists;  but,  from  the 
best  intelligence  I  can  get>  I  am  satisfied  that  very 
few  copies  will  be  sent  to  Congress  fully  signed. 
After  a  very  short  time  they  were  viewed  with  con- 
tempt, in  most  places.  I  think  this  information  is 
correct.  A  short  time  will  show  how  far  it  is  so,  as 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  all  the  copies  will  be 
laid  before   Congress,  which  are  but  tolerably  signed. 

It  will  be  no  new  intelligence  to  you  to  be  inform- 
ed, that  several  of  our  members  of  Congress  have 
been  the  most  active  in  endeavours  to  dissatisfy  the 
people  with  the  treaty,  and  other  measures  of  admi- 
nistration, which  have  saved  us  from  war,  foreign  de- 
pendence, and  domestic  wretchedness;  My  hope  is 
that,  from  the  other  States  in  the  Union,  better  dis- 
positions will  be  met  on  that  floor,  where  the  great 
republican  principle  is  perhaps  to  be  put  to  trial ;  for, 
if  it  really  turns  out  that,  in  any  one  of  the  branches 
of  Government,  resentment  against  one  nation,  or 
love  for  another,  is  to  supersede  a  calm  consideration 
of  our  own  interests  and  happiness,  a  dependence,  ut- 
terly inconsistent  with   freedom,  must  be  the  result 
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Let  it  once  be  ascertained  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  incapable  of  self-government,  and 
where  else  can  it  be  tried  again?  I  trust  and  believe 
they  will  preserve  the  sacred  principle.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  affection,  dear  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Carrington. 


FROM   JOHN   JAY. 

(Private.) 

New  York,  26  January,  1796. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  British  ratification  of  the  treaty  not  having 
arrived,  and  consequently  the  time  for  appointing  the 
Commissioners  mentioned  in  it  not  being  come,  I 
have  thus  long  postponed  replying  to  yours  of  the 
21st  of  last  month.  It  certainly  is  important  that 
the  Commissioners  relative  to  the  debts,  and  also  the 
captures,  be  men  the  best  qualified  for  those  places. 
Probably  it  would  be  advisable  to  appoint  one  lawyer 
and  one  merchant  for  each  of  them.  The  capture 
cases  are  to  be  decided  in  London.  From  much  that 
I  have  heard,  and  the  little  I  have  observed  of  Mr. 
Higginson,  of  Boston,  I  am  induced  to  think  him,  as 
a  merchant,  the  best  qualified  of  any  I  am  acquainted 
with;  and  the  mass  of  the  captures  being  from  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States,  it  perhaps  would  be  most 
satisfactory  that  the  Commissioners  should  be  from 
those  countries.  With  him  I  should  be  inclined  to 
join  Mr.  King,  or  Mr.  Dexter,  or  perhaps  Mr.  Smith, 
of  South  Carolina. 

For  the  debts,  it  seems  to  me  best  to  take  some 
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sensible  merchant,  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  particu- 
larly of  Philadelphia,  if  one  of  acknowledged  weight 
and  character  could  be  found  willing  to  serve.  If  not, 
I  should  think  of  Colonel  Wadsworth,  or  some  other 
like  him;  and  associate  with  him  Judge  Paterson,  or 
Mr.  Benson,  or  Mr.  Marshall 

I  am  really  very  much  at  a  loss  about  Sir  John 
Sinclair's  plan.  It  pleases  me,  and  I  wish  that  our 
country  would  offer  bounties  for  useful  discoveries, 
wherever  made.  Perhaps  no  inconveniences  could 
arise  from  recommending  such  a  measure  to  Congress, 
in  general  terms,  without  having  any  reference  to 
Great  Britain.  But  even  this,  I  think,  had  better  be 
postponed  until  the  treaty  business  shall  have  been 
despatched.  With  perfect  esteem  and  attachment,  I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

John  Jay. 


! 


FROM   HENRY  KNOX. 

Boston,  28  January,  1796. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  trespassing  on  your  time,  by 
expressing  to  you  the  perfect  satisfaction,  which  the 
people  of  New  England  possess,  by  the  operations  of 
the  General  Government.  The  unanimity  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  State  was  such,  as  to  overbear  all 
dispositions  of  a  disorganizing  nature.  Had  the  Le- 
gislature conceived  it  proper,  or  Constitutional,  they 
would  have  expressed  their  approbation  in  the  high- 
est degree.  But  they  conceived  this  would  be  a  two- 
edged  sword.  Mr.  Adams,  the  Governor,  may  con- 
sole himself  with  his  good  intentions,  but  he  has  no 
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credit  for  them   in  the  opinion   of  the  wise   and  en- 
lightened part  of  his  countrymen. 

The  whole  country,  from  Maryland  to  New  Hamp- 
shire inclusively,  may  be  considered  as  a  phalanx  of 
good  order  and  attachment  to  the  administration  of 
the  General  Government  A  conviction  of  the  exist- 
ence of  this  disposition,  and  the  most  cordial  affection 
to  you,  must  afford  you  sensations  of  satisfaction 
which  are  inexpressible,  especially  after  the  gloomy 
threatenings  of  anarchy,  which  prevailed  but  in  too 
many  places  the  last  summer.  May  this  satisfaction 
never  be  clouded  for  a  moment! 

I  am,  with  perfect  attachment,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 


FROM   CHARLES   LEE,  ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Sunday,  20  March,  1796. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  very  little  doubt,  that  Mr.  John  Marshall 
would  not  act  as  a  Commissioner  under  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  for  deciding  on  the  claims  of 
creditors.  I  have  been  long  acquainted  with  his  pri- 
vate affairs,  and  I  think  it  almost  impossible  for  him 
to  undertake  that  office.  If  he  would,  I  know  not 
any  objection  that  subsists  against  him.  First,  he  is 
not  a  debtor.  Secondly,  he  cannot  be  benefited  or  in- 
jured by  any  decision  of  the  Commissioners.  Thirdly, 
his  being  employed  as  counsel,  in  suits  of  that  kind, 
furnishes  no  reasonable  objection;  nor  do  I  know  of 
any  opinions  that  he  has  published,  or  professes,  that 
might,  with  a  view  to  impartiality,  make  him  liable 
to  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  at  the  head  of  his  profession,  in 
VOL.  iv.  41 
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Virginia,  enjoying  every  convenience  and  comfort;  in 
the  midst  of  his  friends  and  the  relations  of  his  wife 
at  Richmond;  in  a  practice  of  his  profession  that 
annually  produces  about  five  thousand  dollars  on  an 
average;  with  a  young  and  increasing  family;  and 
under  a  degree  of  necessity  to  continue  his  profession, 
for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  contracts,  not  yet 
performed. 

I  think  it  probable  that  Colonel  Innes  would  accept 
of  this  appointment  Of  him  I  cannot  speak  with  as 
much  certainty  as  I  have  done  of  Mr.  Marshall ;  but 
I  believe  he  is  neither  a  debtor  nor  a  creditor;  that 
he  will  not  be  benefited  nor  injured  by  any  decision 
of  the  Commissioners ;  nor  do  I  know  of  any  opinions 
that  he  professes  or  has  published,  that  would  make 
his  impartiality  be  suspected.  He  and  Mr.  B.  Ran- 
dolph married  sisters;  and,  though  Mr.  B.  R.  is  him- 
self clear  of  British  debts,  there  are  some  of  his  re- 
lations much  involved.  This  circumstance  affords,  in 
my  mind,  no  just  objection  to  the  appointment  of 
Colonel  Innes;  and  the  only  one,  which  I  can  think 
of,  is  his  reluctance  to  business  and  want  of  diligence. 
As  the  Commissioners  will  have  a  Clerk,  and  sit  as 
Judges,  I  suppose  he  will,  if  he  undertakes  this  office, 
be  sufficiently  active  for  its  duties. 

I  am,  &c, 

Charles  Lee. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Monticello,  19  June,  1796. 


Sir, 

In  Bache's  Aurora,  of  the  9th  instant,  which  came 
here  by  the  last  post,  a  paper  appears,  which,  having 
been  confided,  as  I  presume,  to  but  few  hands,  makes 
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it  truly  wonderful  how  it  should  have  got  there.  I 
cannot  be  satisfied,  as  to  my  own  part,  till  I  relieve 
my  mind  by  declaring  (and  I  attest  every  thing  sar 
cred  and  honorable  to  the  declaration),  that  it  has  got 
there  neither  through  me  nor  the  paper  confided  to 
me.  This  has  never  been  from  under  my  own  lock 
and  key,  or  out  of  my  own  hands.  No  mortal  ever 
knew,  from  me,  that  these  questions  had  been  pro- 
posed. Perhaps  I  ought  to  except  one  person,  who 
possesses  all  my  confidence,  as  he  has  possessed  yours. 
I  do  not  remember,  indeed,  that  I  communicated  it 
even  to  him.  But,  as  I  was  in  the  habit  of  unlimited 
trust  and  counsel  with  him,  it  is  possible  I  may  have 
read  it  to  him  —  no  more;  for  the  quire,  of  which  it 
makes  a  part,  was  never  in  any  hand  but  my  own, 
nor  was  a  word  ever  copied  or  taken  down  from  it 
by  any  body.  I  take  on  myself,  without  fear,  any 
divulgation  on  his  part.  We  both  know  him  incapa- 
ble of  it 

From  myself,  then,  or  my  paper,  this  publication 
has  never  been  derived.  I  have  formerly  mentioned 
to  you,  that,  from  a  very  early  period  of  my  life,  I 
had  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  of  conduct,  never  to  write 
a  word  for  the  public  papers.  From  this  I  have 
never  departed,  in  a  single  instance;  and  on  a  late 
occasion,  when  all  the  world  seemed  to  be  writing, 
besides  a  rigid  adherence  to  my  own  rule,  I  can  say, 
with  truth,  that  not  a  line  for  the  press  was  ever 
communicated  to  me  by  any  other,  except  a  single 
petition,  referred  for  my  correction;  which  I  did  not 
correct,  however,  though  the  contrary,  as  I  have 
heard,  was  said  in  a  public  place,  by  one  person 
through  error;  through  malice,  by  another.  I  learn 
that  this  last  has  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  try 
to  sow  tares   between  you   and  me,  by  representing 
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me  as  still  engaged  in  the  bustle  of  politics,  and  in 
turbulence  and  intrigue  against  the  Government  I 
never  believed,  for  a  moment,  that  this  could  make 
any  impression  on  you,  or  that  your  knowledge  of 
me  would  not  overweigh  the  slander  of  an  intriguer, 
dirtily  employed  in  sifting  the  conversations  of  my 
table,  where  alone  he  could  hear  of  me ;  and  seeking 
to  atone  for  his  sins  against  you  by  sins  against 
another,  who  had  never  done  him  any  other  injury 
than  that  of  declining  his  confidences. 

Political  conversations  I  really  dislike,  and  there- 
fore avoid,  where  I  can,  without  affectation.  But,  when 
urged  by  others,  I  have  never  conceived  that  having 
been  in  public  life  requires  me  to  belie  my  senti- 
ments, or  even  to  conceal  them.  When  I  am  led  by 
conversation  to  express  them,  I  do  it  with  the  same 
independence  here,  which  I  have  practised  every 
where,  and  which  is  inseparable  from  my  nature. 
But  enough  of  this  miserable  tergiversator,  who  ought, 
indeed,  either  to  have  been  of  more  truth,  or  less 
trusted  by  his  country. 

While  on  the  subject  of  papers,  permit  me  to 
ask  one  from  you.  You  remember  the  difference  of 
opinion  between  Hamilton  and  Knox,  on  the  one 
part,  and  myself  on  the  other,  on  the  subject  of 
firing  on  the  Little  Sarah,  and  that  we  had  exchang- 
ed opinions  and  reasons  in  writing.  On  your  arrival 
in  Philadelphia,  I  delivered  you  a  copy  of  my  rea- 
sons, in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Hamilton.  On  our 
withdrawing,  he  told  me  he  had  been  so  much  en- 
gaged that  he  had  not  been  able  to  prepare  a  copy 
of  his  and  General  Knox's  for  you;  and  that,  if  1 
would  send  you  the  one  he  had  given  me,  he  would 
replace  it  in  a  few  days.  I  immediately  sent  it  to 
you,  wishing  you  should  see  both   sides   of  the   sub- 
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ject  together.  I  often  after  applied  to  both  the 
gentlemen,  but  could  never  obtain  another  copy.  I 
have  often  thought  of  asking  this  one,  or  a  copy  of 
it,  back  from  you,  but  have  not  before  written  on 
subjects  of  this  kind  to  you.  Though  I  do  not  know 
that  it  will  ever  be  of  the  least  importance  to  me, 
yet  one  loves  to  possess  arms,  though  they  hope 
never  to  have  occasion  for  them.  They  possess  my 
paper,  in  my  own  handwriting.  It  is  just,  I  should 
possess  theirs.  The  only  thing  amiss  is,  that  they 
should  have  left  me  to  seek  a  return  of  the  paper,  or 
a  copy  of  it,  from  you. 

I  put  away  this  disgusting  dish  of  old  fragments, 
and  talk  to  you  of  my  pease  and  clover.  As  to  the 
latter  article,  I  have  great  encouragement  from  the 
friendly  nature  of  our  soil.  I  think  I  have  had,  both 
the  last  and  present  year,  as  good  clover  from  com- 
mon grounds,  which  had  brought  several  crops  of 
wheat  and  corn,  without  ever  having  been  manured, 
as  I  ever  saw  on  the  lots  around  Philadelphia.  I 
verily  believe,  that  a  field  of  thirty-four  acres,  sowed 
on  wheat,  April  was  a  twelvemonth,  has  given  me  a 
ton  to  the  acre,  at  its  first  cutting,  this  spring.  The 
stalks,  extended,  measured  three  and  a  half  feet  long 
very  commonly.  Another  field,  a  year  older,  and 
which  yielded  as  well  last  year,  has  sensibly  fallen 
off  this  year.  My  exhausted  fields  bring  a  clover  not 
high  enough  for  hay;  but  I  hope  to  make  seed  from 
it.  Such  as  these,  however,  I  shall  hereafter  put  into 
pease,  in  the  broadcast,  proposing  that  one  of  my  sow- 
ings of  wheat  shall  be  after  two  years  of  clover,  and 
the  other  after  two  years  of  pease.  I  am  trying  the 
white  boiling  pea  of  Europe  (the  Albany  pea)  this 
year,  till  I  can  get  the  hog  pea  of  England,  which 
is  the  most  productive  of  all. 
41* 
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But  the  true  winter-vetch  is  what  we  want  ex- 
tremely. I  have  tried  this  year  the  Caroline  drilL 
It  is  absolutely  perfect.  Nothing  call  be  more  simple, 
or  perform  its  office  more  perfectly  for  a  single  row. 
I  shall  try  to  make  one  to  sow  four  rows  at  a  time 
of  wheat  or  pease,  at  twelve  inches  distance.  I  have 
one  of  the  Scotch  threshing-machines  nearly  finished. 
It  is  copied  exactly  from  a  model  of  one  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney  sent  me,  only  that  I  have  put  the  whole  works, 
except  the  horse-wheel,  into  a  single  frame,  movable 
from  one  field  to  another  on  the  two  axles  of  a  wa- 
gon. It  will  be  ready  in  time  for  the  harvest  which 
is  coming  on,  which  will  give  it  a  full  trial.  Our 
wheat  and  rye  are  generally  fine,  and  the  prices 
talked  of  bid  fair  to  indemnify  us  for  the  poor  crops 
of  the  two  last  years. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  putting  under  your  cover  a 
letter  to  the  son  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  not 
exactly  knowing  where  to  direct  to  him.  With  very 
affectionate  compliments  to  Mrs.  Washington,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem  and 
respect,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


1 


FROM  TIMOTHY  PICKERING,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Department  of  State,  27  July,  1796. 

Sir, 
On  the  25th  I  received  letters  from  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys, dated  April  30th,  May  30th,  and  June  1st, 
accompanied  by  a  large  packet  from  Mr.  Barlow,  at 
Algiers.  The  substance  of  the  information  respecting 
the  pending  treaty  with  Algiers  is,  that  Mr.  Donald- 
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son  had  gone  to  Leghorn,  with  orders  from  Mr.  Bar- 
low to  transmit  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  Al- 
giers, which  would  procure  the  redemption  of  our 
captive  citizens;  that  Mr.  Humphreys  had  sent  to 
Mr.  Donaldson,  at  Leghorn,  a  letter  of  credit  for  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  and,  in  case  he  failed  of 
obtaining  the  half  of  that  sum,  Colonel  Humphreys 
authorized  Mr.  Barlow  to  draw  on  Bulkley  &  Son, 
at  Lisbon,  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  payable 
at  sight,  so  as  to  insure  the  liberation  of  our  prison- 
ers within  the  three  months  allowed  by  the  Dey; 
but  with  his  explicit  opinion,  that  no  part  of  it  should 
be  paid  unless  the  captives  were  released.  From 
these  arrangements,  it  seems  to  me  highly  probable 
that  our  fellow-citizens  will  now  recover  their  liberty; 
and  that  the  payment  of  the  gross  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  will  so  far  soothe  the  Dey,  as 
to  prolong  his  patience  until  the  original  stipulations, 
and  the  new  one  for  the  frigate,  can  be  accomplished. 
Although  the  Dey's  disappointment  in  not  receiving 
the  stipulated  sums  on  Mr.  Barlow's  arrival,  put  him 
into  so  violent  a  rage  as  to  render  all  applications 
fruitless,  yet,  after  some  days,  he  sent  notice  to  Mr. 
Barlow  that  he  was  willing  to  receive  him  as  the 
Consul  of  the  United  States,  and  desired  him  to  bring 
his  Consular  presents.  Mr.  Barlow  readily  complied. 
The  presents  were  distributed  to  the  Dey  and  his 
grandees.  The  Dey,  in  return,  presented  Mr.  Barlow 
with  a  fine  Barbary  stallion.  Cathcart  writes  that 
Mr.  Barlow  gives  great  satisfaction,  and  is  respected 
by  every  one  who  knows  him.  This  admission  of 
Mr.  Barlow  as  Consul,  with  the  distribution  of  the 
Consular  presents,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  favorable  in- 
.  fluence  on  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  at  Algiers, 
and,  from  his  information  of  the  customary  and  peri- 
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odical  delivery  of  Consular  presents,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  it  will  occasion  any  material  extra  expense 
to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Barlow's  packet  contains  long  and  interesting 
details  of  the  nature  of  the  Algerine  Government, 
whence  results  the  fickleness  of  its  measures,  and  its 
frequent  breaches  of  peace  with  the  Christian  States, 
on  the  most  trifling  and  unreasonable  pretexts.  Be- 
cause the  armed  vessels  of  the  King  of  Naples  car- 
ried into  his  port  a  Danish  vessel,  having  on  board 
three  hundred  and  twenty  Turkish  soldiers,  bound 
from  the  Levant  to  Algiers,  the  Dey  ordered  his 
cruisers  immediately  to  bring  in  all  the  Danish  ves- 
sels they  could  meet  with.  In  a  few  days,  about  a 
dozen  were  captured  and  brought  in,  and  their  fate 
remained  undecided.  Mr.  Barlow  details  divers  in- 
stances of  breaches  with  other  powers;  whence  he 
concludes  that,  on  an  average,  we  might  count  on  a 
renewal  of  hostilities  with  ourselves  once  in  six 
years.  But  the  expenses  of  renewing,  thus  often,  our 
treaties  with  that  regency,  may  be  willingly  incurred, 
when  the  commercial  profits  of  the  Mediterranean  are 
taken  into  view.  Of  one  and  the  other,  Mr.  Barlow 
has  given  estimates,  which,  with  his  observations  on 
the  commerce  of  that  part  of  the  world,  manifest 
much  information,  and  that  good  sense  for  which  he 
is  distinguished. 

Mr.  Barlow  describes  the  policy  and  utility  of 
forming  commercial  and  friendly  relations  with  the 
Italian  States ;  with  Austria,  on  account  of  her  great 
trading  port  of  Trieste ;  and  with  the  grand  Seignior. 
Colonel  Humphreys,  concurring  in  these  ideas  (so  far 
as  respects  the  grand  Seignior,  he  has  formerly  ex- 
pressed the  same),  strongly  recommends  Mr.  Barlow . 
as  the  fittest  person   for   the   negotiator,   particularly 
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with  the  Turk,  under  the  countenance  of  France ;  Mr. 
B.  being  a  French  as  well  as  an  American  citizen. 
Mr.  Barlow  would  cheerfully  engage  in  these  enter- 
prises; and  I  am  now  inclined  to  think  it  would  not 
be  easy  to  find  another  person  equally  qualified  for 
these  negotiations  * 

As  these  matters  do  not  demand  an  immediate  de- 
cision, I  imagined  it  would  be  acceptable  to  you  to 
receive  this  general  account  of  the  contents  of  the 
despatches  from  Colonel  Humphreys,  and  that  the  pe- 
rusal of  these  would  be  more  agreeable  to  you  on 
your  return  to  Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Timothy  Pickering. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Talbot  expected  to  sail  yesterday, 
or  the  day  before,  for  the  West  Indies. 


FROM   COUNT   SEGUR.f 

Paris,  4  August,  Thermidor  the   17th,  1796, 
the  4th  year  of  the  Republic. 

Sir, 
I  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  permit  me  to  re- 
member myself  to  you.  You  have  so  much  accustom- 
ed my  relations  and  myself  to  your  kindnesses,  that  I 
do  not  fear  to  be  troublesome  in  begging  of  you  to 
be  so  kind   as  to   forward  the   inclosed   letter  to  M. 


*  Joel  Barlow  was  appointed  Consul-General  "for  the  city  and 
Kingdom  of  Algiers,"  on  the  3d  of  January,   1797. 

t  Count  Segur  came  to  the  United  States  and  joined  the  French 
army  after  the  capitulation  of  Yorktown,  and  was  Colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment He  returned  to  France  with  the  army,  in  1783,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  Russia,  two  years  afterwards. 
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Lafayette,*  my  nephew.  You  are  his  second  lather, 
and  I  hope  this  motive  will  make  you  forgive  the 
liberty,  which  I  take,  to  put  under  your  direction 
the  letter  which  I  write  to  him. 

I  have  received,  by  an  indirect  way,  some  news  of 
his  unfortunate  father.f  His  health  is  better,  but  his 
captivity  does  not  soften  at  all,  and  his  wife  cannot 
obtain  any  thing  from  the  Emperor.  The  passions, 
which  weaken  and  wear  themselves  out  here,  begin  to 
let  more  than  one  influential  person  feel,  that  it  should 
be  shameful  to  make  peace  without  obtaining  from 
the  Court  of  Vienna  the  liberation  of  the  Frenchmen 
arrested  for  the  cause  of  liberty.  But  this  happy  dis- 
position is  not  as  yet  sufficiently  general  or  pronounced 
All  that  I  desire  is,  that  it  would  be  the  wisdom,  and 
interest  of  the  American  Government,  which  would 
determine  the  French  Government  to  that  measure.  I 
know  that  my  friend  would  doubly  enjoy  his  liberty, 
if  he  owed  it  to  you ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
moment  is  arrived,  when  the  advice  that  I  speak  of, 
could  be  given  to  the  Directory  without  compromising 
the  Minister  who  would  be  intrusted  with  the  com- 
mission. J 

I  beg  you  would  permit  me,  with  your  usual  kind- 
ness, to  assure  you  of  the  tender  attachment,  and  of 
the  profound  respect, 

With  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

L.  P.  Segub. 

*  George  Washington  Lafayette,  who  was  then  in  the  United  States. 

t  At  the  time  this  letter  was  written,  General  Lafayette  was  in 
the  prison  of  Olmutz. 

X  Washington  had  already  written  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria  soli- 
citing that  Lafayette  might  be  released,  and  permitted  to  come  to  the 
United   States.     See  Washington's  Writings,  Vol.  XI.  p.  125. 
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FROM  RUFUS   KING  * 

London,  12  November,  179C. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
25th  of  August;  and  Dr.  Nicholl,  upon  advice  I  have 
asked,  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  give  me  information 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  order  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  should  be  published.  In  a  day  or  two, 
I  will  procure  its  insertion  in  the  proper  newspaper. 
Some  little  attention  will  be  requisite  to  avoid,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  great  expense  which  commonly  at- 
tends this  kind  of  publication.  The  newspapers  con- 
taining the  notification  shall  be  transmitted  to  you, 
agreeably  to  your  directions. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  form  a  satisfactory 
opinion  respecting  the  probability  of  peace.  I  meet 
with  few  persons  who  appear  to  have  much  confidence 
in  the  success  of  Lord  Malmesbury.  The  declaration 
of  war  by  Spain,  at  a  moment  when  England  ap- 
peared to  be  making  serious  efforts  to  conclude  a 
general  peace,  strengthens  the  belief  of  many  that 
France  prefers  still  to  continue  the  war.  All  the  in- 
ternal movements  of  this  Government  that  are  visible, 
indicate  a  determination  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
vigor.  The  funding  of  the  floating  debt  earlier  than 
usual,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation 
with  France,  when  its  influence  upon  the  stocks  is 
such  as  a  measure  so  direct  for  the  restoration  of 
peace  is  calculated  to  produce,  the  augmentation  of 
the  militia  by  the  addition  of  sixty  thousand  men, 
and  the  means  employed  to  recruit  the  regular  army, 

*  Rufus  King  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the   Court 
of  Great  Britain,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1796. 
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if  peace  is  near,  would  seem  to  be  improvident  and 
unwise ;  but,  if  the  war  continues,  twelve  millions  will 
have  been  funded  on  advantageous  terms.  The  Go- 
vernment will  have  removed  an  important  obstacle  to 
the  further  use  of  their  credit,  and,  by  an  increase 
of  the  internal  strength  of  the  nation,  placed  at  their 
disposal  the  regular  forces  to  be  employed  abroad. 

France  will  bend  all  her  energies  against  that  com- 
merce in  which  England  finds  such  immense  resources 
to  prosecute  the  war,  not  by  attacking  her  navy,  not 
by  attempting  the  threatened  invasion,  but  by  com- 
pelling the  neighbouring  nations  to  exclude  the  com- 
merce of  England  from  the  great  and  profitable  mar- 
kets of  Europe.  England,  in  turn,  will  endeavour  to 
balance  the  account  by  conquering  or  emancipating 
the  Colonies  of  Spain  and  France,  thereby  opening 
new  and  extensive  markets  in  another  quarter  of  the 
globe.  Should  the  war  unfortunately  still  go  on,  the 
meditated  expedition  against  Canada  by  the  Missis- 
sippi may  possibly  be  undertaken.  I  think  it  much 
less  probable,  since  the  evacuation  of  our  frontier 
posts  by  the  British  forces.  Though  I  cannot  seriously 
believe  that  such  an  expedition  will  be  attempted, 
still  it  may  be  the  part  of  prudence  to  consider  it  as 
possible,  in  order  to  guard  against  its  mischiefs. 

Spain  enumerates,  among  the  injuries  received  from 
Great  Britain,  the  treaty  concluded  with  usj  and 
France  was  satisfied  neither  with  that  treaty,  nor 
with  the  subsequent  one,  that  was  concluded  at  a 
fortunate  moment  between  us  and  Spain.  Both  may 
have  been  dissatisfied  from  motives  connected  with 
the  project  of  an  expedition  through  the  Mississippi 

With  perfect  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Rufus  Kino. 
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FROM  HENRY   KNOX. 

Boston,  15  January,  1797. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Possessing,  as  I  do,  a  thousand  evidences  of  your 
friendship,  I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  readily  be- 
lieve me,  when  I  say  that  my  silence  of  late  has 
been  the  effect  of  my  unwillingness  to  intrude,  lest  I 
should  for  a  moment  prevent  the  consideration  and 
different  views  you  give  to  the  important  subjects  in- 
cessantly before  you. 

Although  the  same  cause  continues  to  prevent  my 
interruption,  yet  I  am  apprehensive  sometimes  that 
you  may  think  me  unmindful  of  your  kindnesses, 
especially  after  the  receipt  of  your  affectionate  letter 
by  Mr.  Bingham,  the  last  summer.  The  loss  of  two 
lovely  children,  on  which  you  condoled  in  that  letter, 
has  been  recently  revived  and  increased  by  the  death 
of  our  son,  of  seven  years  of  age,  bearing  your  name. 
His  health  has  always  been  delicate,  having  been 
born  prematurely.  We  flattered  ourselves  that  his 
constitution  would  mend  with  his  years,  but  we  have 
been  disappointed.  Unfortunate,  indeed,  have  we  been 
in  the  death  of  eight  of  our  children,  requiring  the 
exercise  of  our  whole  stock  of  philosophy  and  reli- 
gion. We  find  ourselves  afflicted  by  an  irresistible, 
but  invisible  power,  to  whom  we  must  submit.  But 
the  conflict  is  almost  too  great  for  the  inconsolable 
mother,  who  will  go  mourning  to  her  grave. 

We  have  lately  come  from  St.  George's  to  pass  the 
winter  in  this  town.  Indeed,  this  is  our  general  plan. 
We  may,  however,  as  we  grow  older,  find  it  inconve- 
nient We  are  distant  about  two  hundred  miles  by 
land,  which  we  may  easily  ride  in  six  days,  the  snow 

vol.  iv.  42 
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being  on  the  ground,  or  with  wheels  with  a  little 
improvement  of  a  small  portion  of  the  road.  The 
taverns  on  the  route  are  as  good  as  on  any  other 
two  hundred  miles  on  the  Continent. 

I  am  beginning  to  experience  the  good  effects  of 
my  residence  on  my  lands.  I  may  truly  say  that 
the  estate  is  more  than  double  in  its  value,  since  I 
determined  to  make  it  my  home.  The  only  inconve- 
nience we  experience,  is  the  want  of  society.  This 
will  probably  lessen  daily.  Our  communication  by 
water  to  this  town  is  constant  and  cheap.  We  can 
obtain  the  transportation  of  any  article  from  this  town 
to  St  George's,  cheaper  than  the  same  can  be  carted 
from  any  store  to  the  vessel.  This  egotism  would  re- 
quire an  apology  to  any  other  person  than  yourselt 

For  your  own  sake,  I  rejoice  at  the  near  approach 
of  your  retirement  In  it,  I  pray  God  that  you  may 
enjoy  all  the  felicity,  of  which  the  human  condition 
is  susceptible.  The  consciousness  of  having  acted  well, 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  have  elevated  your 
soul  above  the  peltings  of  storms  raised  by  malice 
and  envy.  But  in  addition  to  this  consciousness,  the 
consecration  of  your  retirement  by  the  unlimited  grati- 
tude of  your  country,  must  present,  in  the  decline  of 
your  life,  the  most  perfect  reward. 

I  flatter  myself,  before  you  leave  the  helm,  you 
will  have  dissipated  the  clouds  raised  by  the  cause- 
less jealousy  of  the  French  Administration.  If  not, 
we  must  appeal  from  them,  mad  and  drunk  with 
power  as  they  may  be,  to  the  time  when  they  shall 
have  recovered  their  senses.  We  have  not  injured 
them,  but  have  only  taken  those  due  precautions, 
which  our  own  happiness  required.  If  they  madly 
continue  to  war  against  our  innocent  and  rightful 
commerce,   we   must   make   an   account  thereof,  stud 
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look  for  compensation  through  all  the  events  of  ages, 
and  we  shall  assuredly  find  it  at  some  period  or 
other,  with  full  interest.  But  I  hope  we  shall  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  at  present,  attempt  reprisals. 
Their  fit  of  insanity  cannot  last  long.  St  Domingo 
is,  and  will  be  in  the  course  of  this  winter,  the  vic- 
tim of  the  villany  of  its  Administration.  The  whites 
will  either  be  starved  or  murdered  by  the  blacks. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  there  will  be  any  dan- 
ger of  the  French  attempting  an  invasion  of  our 
country.  But  if  they  should,  we  must  resist  And 
this  appears  to  be  the  only  case  in  which  we  should 
suffer  ourselves  to  be  dragged  into  the  war.  What 
an  eventful  winter  this  will  be  at  Paris !  Especially, 
if  the  army  of  Italy  should  be  arrested,  or  defeated, 
in  addition  to  the  retreat  of  the  two  armies  of  Jour- 
dan  and  Moreau,  from  Germany.  From  information 
generally  circulating  here,  and  particularly  from  , 
who  has  the  last  autumn  arrived  from  France,  in 
which  he  resided  for  several  years,  no  doubt  rests  in 
my  mind,  but  the  measures  of  the  French  Adminis- 
tration towards  this  country,  have  been  excited  by 
the  Americans  in  Paris,  in  consequence  of  letters  re- 
ceived from  persons  of  the  same  opinions  in  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

I  had  not  intended  to  intermix  any  politics  in  this 
letter,  which  I  meant  solely  as  the  recognition  of  a 
grateful  heart.  But  they  have  thrust  themselves  in 
unawares.  Mrs.  Knox  unites  with  me  in  presenting 
our  respectful  and  affectionate  attachments  to  you  and 
Mrs.  Washington.    And  I  am,  &c, 

Henry  Knox. 
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FROM   ROBERT  FULTON. 

London,  5  February,  1797. 

Sir, 

Last  evening  Mr.  King  presented  me  with  your 
letter,  acquainting  me  of  the  receipt  of  iny  publica- 
tion on  Small  Canals,  which  I  hope  you  will  soon 
have  time  to  peruse  in  a  tranquil  retirement  from 
the  busy  operations  of  a  public  life.  Therefore,  look- 
ing forward  to  that  period,  when  the  whole  force  of 
your  mind  will  act  upon  the  internal  improvement 
of  our  country,  by  promoting  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures, I  have  little  doubt  but  easy  conveyance,  the 
great  agent  to  other  improvements,  will  have  its  due 
weight,  and  meet  your  patronage. 

For  the  mode  of  giving  easy  communication  to 
every  part  of  the  American  States,  I  beg  leave  to 
draw  your  particular  attention  to  the  last  chapter,  on 
creative  canals ;  and  the  expanded  mind  will  trace 
down  the  time  when  they  will  penetrate  into  every 
district,  carrying  with  them  the  means  of  facilitating 
manual  labor  and  rendering  it  productive.  But  how 
to  raise  a  sum  in  the  different  States,  has  been  my 
greatest  difficulty.  I  first  considered  them  as  national 
works.  But,  perhaps,  an  incorporated  company  of 
subscribers,  who  should  be  bound  to  apply  half,  or  a 
part,  of  their  profits  to  extension,  would  be  the  best 
mode  j  as  it  would  then  be  their  interest  to  promote 
the  work,  and  guard  their  emoluments. 

That  such  a  work  would  answer  to  subscribers,  ap- 
pears from  such  information  as  I  have  collected  rela- 
tive to  the  carriage  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Lan- 
caster to  Philadelphia.  To  me  it  appears,  that  a 
canal    on    the    small    scale    might   have    been  made 
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to  Lancaster  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
pounds;  and  that  the  carriage,  at  twenty  shillings 
per  ton,  would  pay  fourteen  thousand  per  annum,  of 
which,  seven  thousand  to  subscribers,  and  seven  thou- 
sand to  extension.  By  this  means,  in  about  ten 
years,  they  would  touch  the  Susquehanna,  and  the 
trade  would  then  so  much  increase  as  to  produce 
thirty  thousand  per  annum,  of  which,  fifteen  thousand 
to  subscribers,  the  remainder  to  extension;  continu- 
ing thus,  till,  in  about  twenty  years,  the  canal  would 
run  into  Lake  Erie,  yielding  a  produce  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  per  annum,  or  fifty  thousand  pounds 
to  subscribers,  which  is  forty  per  cent.  Hence  the 
inducement  to  subscribe  to  such  undertakings. 

Proceeding  in  this  manner,  I  find  that,  in  about 
sixty  or  seventy  years,  Pennsylvania  would  have 
nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  miles  of  ca- 
nal, equal  to  bringing  water-carriage  within  the  easy 
reach  of  every  house ;  nor  would  any  house  be  more 
than  ten  or  fourteen  miles  from  a  canal  By  this 
time  the  whole  carriage  of  the  country  would  come 
on  water,  even  to  passengers;  and,  following  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  carriage  on  the  Lancaster  road,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  tolls  would  amount  to  four  million  per 
year;  yet  no  one  would  pay  more  than  twenty-one 
shillings  and  threepence  per  ton,  whatever  might  be 
the  distance  conveyed;  the  whole  would  also  be  a 
canal  in  which  there  is  an  equal  facility  of  convey- 
ance each  way.  Having  made  this  calculation  to 
show  that  the  creative  system  would  be  productive 
of  great  emolument  to  subscribers,  it  is  only  further 
to  be  observed,  that  if  each  State  was  to  commence 
a  creative  system,  it  would  fill  the  whole  country, 
and,  in  less  than  a  century,  bring  water-carriage  with- 
in the  easy  cartage  of  every  acre  of  the  American 
42* 
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States,  conveying  the   surplus  labors  of  one   hundred 
millions  of  men. 

Hence,  seeing  that,  by  system,  this  must  be  the 
result,  I  feel  anxious  that  the  public  mind  may  be 
awakened  to  their  true  .interest;  and,  instead  of  di- 
recting turnpike  roads  towards  the  interior  country, 
or  expending  large  sums  in  river  navigations,  which 
must  ever  be  precarious  and  bad,  I  could  wish  to  see 
the  labor  and  funds  applied  to  such  a  system  as 
would  penetrate  the  interior  country,  and  bind  the 
whole  in  the  bonds  of  social  intercourse. 

The  importance  of  this  subject,  I  hope,  will   plead 
my  excuse  for  troubling  you  with  so  long   a  letter; 
and  in  expectation  of  being  favored  with  your  thoughts 
on  the  system,  and  mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect, 
I  remain,  &c, 

Robert  Fulton. 


FROM  RUFUS   KINO. 

London,  6  February,  1797. 

Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
22d  of  December.  Count  Rumford  being  in  Bavaria, 
I  have  requested  the  Minister  of  that  country  at  this 
Court  to  forward  your  letter  to  the  Count  with  his  next 
despatch.  I  have  delivered  to  Mr.  Fulton  the  letter  for 
him,  and,  as  soon  as  Sir  John  Sinclair  returns  to  town, 
I  will  also  deliver  the  letter  addressed  to  him.  I  have 
before  sent  two  copies  of  the  Gazette,  containing  the 
publication  of  the  Chancery  order  that  you  inclosed 
to  me  for  that  purpose.  By  this  opportunity  I  trans- 
mit a  third. 

Our  affairs   here,  relative    to  the   execution  of  the 
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treaty,  are  in  a  good  train.  Some  delays  and  diffi- 
culties have  existed,  but  they  exist  no  longer,  and 
the  Commissioners  are  going  on  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner. In  the  conferences  that  I  have  had  with  this 
Government,  upon  these  and  other  topics,  I  have 
found  them  candid  and  impartial,  in  as  great  a  de- 
gree as  I  had  expected.  Several  important  points, 
not  settled  by  the  treaty,  still  remain  open,  and  both 
time  and  patience  are  requisite,  even  now,  to  form  a 
safe  opinion,  how  far  we  shall  in  the  end,  be  able  to 
agree.  I  think  I  am  not  deceived  in  supposing,  that 
a  sincere  and  general  desire  exists  in  this  country  to 
live  in  harmony  and  friendship  with  us.  This  dis- 
position is,  however,  fettered  and  enfeebled  by  preju- 
dices, and  opinions  connected  with  the  national  com- 
merce and  marine,  which  make  the  Government  slow 
and  cautious  in  every  step  which  has  a  reference  to 
these  important  concerns. 

Some  uneasiness  has  been  manifest  here  for  some 
few  weeks  past,  concerning  the  situation  of  the  Bri- 
tish territories  in  the  East  Indies.  It  is  not  very 
easy  to  obtain  good  information  upon  this  subject, 
but  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  much  disaffection 
exists  among  the  native  troops  in  the  Company's  ser- 
vice. The  establishment  is  understood  to  be  twenty 
thousand  Europeans,  and  sixty  thousand  native  or 
black  troops.  Whatever  the  origin  of  these  discon- 
tents may  have  been  (and  they  are  supposed  to  be 
of  several  years'  standing),  they  have  lately  risen  to 
such  a  pitch,  that  the  Local  Government  of  India  has 
been  compelled  first  to  temporize,  and  then,  as  is 
commonly  the  consequence,  to  submit  to  measures 
they  were  unable  to  prevent  Lord  Cornwallis  is 
suddenly  to  be  sent  to  Bengal,  and  with  such  exten- 
sive powers  as,  it  is  hoped,  will  enable  him  to  restore 
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tranquillity.     What  may  be   his  success,  my  want  of 
accurate  information  forbids  me  to  conjecture. 

From  the  continent,  as  a  balance  to  the  glory  ac- 
quired by  the  Arch  Duke,  we  have  just  received  the 
accounts  of  the  astonishing  victories  lately  gained  by 
Bonaparte  in  Lombardy.  The  immediate  consequences 
must  be  the  fall  of  Mantua,  and  the  easy  subjugation 
of  the  South  of  Italy. 

Whether  these  victories,  or  any  recent  information 
from  America,  iave  had  any  influence  with  the  Di- 
rectory, respecting  the  situation  of  General  Pinckney, 
remains  to  be  ascertained;  but  I  have  this  morning 
been  informed,  by  letters  from  Paris,  that,  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  the  General  was  ordered  by  the  Directory  to 
leave  Paris,  and  that  he  intended  to  depart  on  the 
31st  for  Amsterdam. 

With  perfect  respect,  &c, 

Rufus  King. 
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1  May, 

— 

— 

113 

20  October, 

1785, 

IV. 

118 

13  August, 

— 

— 

175 

23  November, 

1786, 

— 

149 

23     — 

— 

— 

178 

3  September, 

— 

— 

204 

W 

16  April, 

1779, 

— 

264 

6  November, 

— 

— 

342 

Walton,  George, 

— 

— 

— 

343 

7  January, 

1777, 

I. 

324 

1  December, 

— 

— 

365 

Ward,  Artemas, 

12  November, 

1780, 

IIL 

144 

4  Mav, 

1776, 

L 

191 

7  January, 

1781, 

— 

194 

9    — 

— 

— 

200 

10    — 

— 

— 

198 

20    — 

— 

— 

204 

6  March, 

— 

— 

252 

20  June, 

— 

— 

226 
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Vol. 

Page 

Vol. 

Page 

Warren,  James, 

Wharton,  Thomas, 

2  September, 

1785, 

IV. 

113 

10  March,           1778, 

II. 

32 

Warren,  Mrs.  Mercy, 

Wilkinson,  James, 

1  May, 

1790, 

IV. 

326 

24  October,         1777, 

n. 

13 

"Wayne,  Anthony, 

Williams,  Otho,  H., 

17  May, 

1777, 

I. 

376 

26  September,     1778, 
12  July,               1784, 

n 

211 

30  June, 

1778, 

n. 

150 

IV. 

73 

4  February, 

1780, 

— 

392 

Wilson,  James, 

21  July, 

— 

in. 

34 

31  December,      1791, 

IV. 

387 

22    — 

— 

— 

37 

Wolcott,  Oliver, 

2  January, 

1781, 

— 

192 

4  February,       1795, 

IV. 

464 

8  July, 
Weare,  M!eshech, 

— 

— 

347 

Wood,  James, 

12  November,      1778, 

IL 

229 

20  January, 

1781, 

in. 

211 

Woodford,  William, 

13  August, 
Webster,  Noah, 

— 

— 

385 

3  April.              1780, 

11. 

430 

Woodward,  Beza, 

18  July, 

1785, 

IV. 

111 

30  August,          1780, 
Wooster,  David, 

in. 

68 

Wharton,  Thomas 

> 

24  October, 

1777, 

n. 

14 

29  August,          1775, 

1. 

25 

15  January, 

1778, 

69 

21  January,         1776, 

133 
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OPERATIONS    IN    CANADA. 


Major  John  Brown  to  Governor  Trumbull, 
Colonel  Ethan  Allen  to  General  Schuyler, 
General  Montgomery  to  General  Schuyler, 
Colonel  Seth  Warner  to  General  Montgomery, 
General  Montgomery  to  General  Schuyler, 


Brook  Watson  to  William  Franklin, 
General  Montgomery  to  Governor  Carleton, 
Major  Preston  to  General  Montgomery, 
General  Montgomery  to  Major  Preston, 

to  General  Schuyler, 
Colonel  Arnold  to  General  Montgomery, 
General  Montgomery   to   the   Inhabitants   of 

Montreal, 

Articles  op  Capitulation, 
General  Montgomery's  Answer, 
General  Montgomery  to  General  Schuyler, 
Colonel  Arnold  to  General  Montgomery, 


14  August, 
14  September, 
19    — 

1775 

Page 
461 
463 
465 

27    — 

— 

466 

28    — 

— 

467 

6  October, 

— 

468 

13    — 

— 

469 

19    — 

— 

471 

22    — 

— 

472 

1  November, 

— 

473 
473 

3    — 

— 

474 

8    — 

— 

475 

12     — 



477 

— 

— 

477 

— 

— 

479 

13    — 

— 

480 

.— 

— 

482 

14    — 

— 

482 
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Colonel  Arnold  to  Lieut-Governor  Cramahe', 

to  General  Montgomery, 
General  Montgomery  to  General  Schuyler, 
Colonel  Arnold  to  General  Montgomery, 

to  General  Washington, 
General  Montgomery  to  General  Schuyler, 

to  Governor  Carleton, 
to  General  Wooster, 
to  General  Schuyler, 

Colonel  Arnold  to  General  Wooster, 

General  Arnold  to  Continental  Congress, 


to  President  of  Congress, 
to  General  Schuyler, 

The  Commissioners  in  Canada  to  General 
Schuyler, 

Charles  Cakroll  and  Samuel  Chase  to  Dr. 
Franklin, 

General  Abnold  to  the  Commissioners  in 
Canada, 

Samuel  Chase  and  Charles  Carrol  to  General 

Thomas, 

General  Arnold  to  the  Commissioners,     . 
Articles  for  the  Exchange  op  Prisoners, 
General  Arnold  to  General  Sullivan, 
General  Sullivan's  Instructions  for  General 

Thompson, 

General  Arnold  to  General  Schuyler, 

to  General  Sullivan, 
to  General  Schuyler, 


General  Gates's  Instructions  to  General  Arnold, 
General  Arnold  to  General  Schuyler, 
to  General  Gates, 


to  General  Schuyler, 

General  Gates  to  General  Schuyler,    . 

to  the  President  of  Congress, 


Page 


14  November, 

1775, 

483 

15    — 

— 

484 

16    — 

— 

485 

19    — 

— 

485 

20    — 

— 

487 

— 

— 

489 

24     — 

— 

490 

5  December, 

— 

492 

6    — 

— 

494 

16    — 

— 

495 

18    — 

— 

496 

26    — 

— 

497 

31     — 

— 

499 

2  January, 

1776 

,  501 

11     — 

— 

502 

12    — 

— 

505 

24    — 

— 

505 

1  February, 

— 

507 

20  April, 

— 

509 

30    — 

— 

511 

10  May, 

1776, 

512 

— 

— 

513 

15     — 

_» 

514 

17    — 

— 

516 

25    - 

— 

517 

26    — 



518 

27    — 

— 

520 
523 

5  June, 

— 

524 

6    — 

_ 

525 

— 

— 

526 

10    — 

— 

527 

10    — 

— 

528 

13    — 

— 

529 

— 

— 

531 

19     — 

— 

531 

30  July, 

— 

534 

7  August, 

— 

535 

8    — 

— 

537 

31     — 

— 

538 

7  September, 

— 

540 

12  October, 

— 

542 

15    — 

— 

544 

24    — 

— 

546 

31     — 

— 

547 

5  November, 

— 

548 
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I.    OPERATIONS  IN  VIRGINIA  AND    SOUTH   CAROLINA. 


Frank  Eppes  to  General  Lee,          . 

31  March, 

1776 

,  483 

General  Lee  to  General  Robert  Howe, 

5  April, 

— 

485 

The  Committee  of  Safety  to  General  Lee, 

10    — 

— 

486 

Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 

— 

— 

488 

General  Lee  to  General  Armstrong, 

— 

— 

490 

to  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  N.  C, 

13     — 

— 

490 

Thomas  Burke  to  General  Lee,      . 

22    — 

— 

491 

General  Lee  to  General  Moore,     .... 

23    — 

— 

492 

Edmund  Pendleton  to  General  Lee, 

5  May, 

— 

493 

General  Lee  to  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 

6    — 

— 

494 

to  President  of  Congress, 

7    — 

— 

496 

to  Edmund  Pendleton,     . 

9    — 

— 

499 

1  June, 

— 

500 

to  Colonel  Thompson,    . 

21    — 

— 

501 

to  President  of  Congress, 

2  July, 

— 

502 

to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

3    — 

— 

505 

to  Archibald  Bullock, 

18    — 

— 

506 

to  John  Rutledge, 

19     — 

— 

507 

to  Edmund  Pendleton,    . 

20    — 

— 

508 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  General  Lee, 

22    — 

— 

509 

General  Lee  to  President  of  Congress, 

24  August, 

— 

510 

H.    OPERATIONS  OF  THE  NORTHERN  ARMY  IN  OPPOSING 
THE  EXPEDITION  UNDER  GENERAL  BURGOYNE. 


General  St.  Clair  to  General  Schuyler, 
Brockholst  Livingston  to  Governor  Livingston, 
General  St.  Clair  to  General  Schuyler, 
Brockholst  Livingston  to  Governor  Livingston, 

General  Schuyler  to  General  Lincoln, 
General  Lincoln  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts, 
General  Burgoyne  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baum, 
General  Arnold  to  General  Grates, 

General  Lincoln  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts, 
General  Arnold  to  General  Gates, 
General  Burgoyne  to  General  Gates, 
General  Fraser  to  General  Gates, 
General  Gates  to  General  Fraser, 


25  June, 

1777 

Page 
510 

3  July, 

— 

511 

8    — 

— 

513 

17    — 

— 

514 

21     — 

— 

515 

31     — 

— 

516 

10  August, 

— 

516 

14    — 

— 

517 

21     — 

— 

518 

23    — 

— 

519 

25    — 

— 

520 

28    — 

— 

521 

30    — 

— 

522 

1  September, 

— 

522 

2    — 

— 

523 

616 
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General  Lincoln  to  General  Gates, 

General  Lincoln  to  Colonel  Brown,     . 

to  General  Gates, 
General  Gates  to  General  Lincoln, 
General  Lincoln  to  Colonel  Brown,     . 

to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts, 
General  Gates  to  General  Putnam, 
Thomas  Chittenden  to  General  Gates, 
General  Burgotne  to  General  Grates, 
General  Gates  to  General  Burgoyne,  . 
General  Lincoln  to  Colonel  John  Laurens, 
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Pace 

4  September, 

1777,  524 

11    — 

—    525 

.    12    — 

—    525 

.    14    — 

—    526 

.     19    — 

—    527 

.    21     — 

—    527 

isetts,   23    — 

—    528 

2  November, 

—    530 

.    22    — 

—    531 

11  February, 

1778,  531 

.      2  March, 

—    532 

5  February, 

1781,  533 

HL    OPERATIONS   ON  HUDSON'S  RIVER. 


General  Putnam  to  Governor  Clinton, 


to  General  Gates, 
to  Governor  Clinton, 
Governor  Clinton  to  General  Grates, 
General  Putnam  to  Governor  Clinton, 

Gtovernor  Clinton  to  General  Putnam, 
General  Putnam  to  Governor  Clinton, 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Putnam, 
General  Gates  to  Governor  Clinton, 
Gtovernor  Clinton  to  General  Gates, 
General  Gates  to  Governor  Clinton,     . 
Colonel  Hamilton  to  General  Putnam, 
General  Putnam  to  Governor  Clinton, 
Robert  R.  Livingston  to  General  Washington, 
General  "Washington  to  Robert  R.  Livingston, 


P*«e 

29  September, 

1777, 

536 

4  October, 

— 

537 

6    — 

— 

538 

9    — 

— 

538 

— 

— 

540 

— 

— 

540 

15    — 

— 

542 

16     — 

— 

542 

17    — 

— 

543 

20    — 

— 

544 

27    — 

— 

544 

— 

— 

545 

29    — 

— 

546 

30    — 

— 

546 

2  November, 

— 

547 

9    — 

— 

549 

10    — 

— 

550 

14  January, 

1778, 

550 

12  March, 

— 

553 
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Adams,  Andrew,  on  the  proceedings 
of  Congress,  II.  196. 

Adams,  John,  on  shutting  up  the  har- 
bour of  Boston,  I.  73,  75.  On  Dr. 
Franklin's  row-galleys,  75.  On  secur- 
ing New  York,  112.  On  Francis  Dana, 
and  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  177. 
Commissioner  to  meet  British  Com- 
missioners, 288.  Memorial  of,  to  Count 
dc  Vergennes,  III.  1 70.  Effects  a  post- 
ponement of  the  choice  of  a  Minister 
of  War,  253.  Opposed  to  the  Cincin- 
nati Society,  IV.  61.  Received  in 
Great  Britain,  109, 112.  Differs  from 
Jefferson  respecting  a  peace  with  Al- 
giers, 145.  His  return,  183.  Flection 
of,  to  the  Vice-Presidency,  239,  243, 
254.  On  allowing  British  troops  to 
march  through  the  United  States  to 
attack  Spanish  posts,  347,  349. 

Adams,  John  Quincy,  IV.  112. 

Adams,  Samuel,  IV.  222,  480. 

Admiralty,  Court  of,  I.  125. 

Agnew,  a  British  General,  killed,  1. 446. 

Agriculture,  IV.  114,  115.  On  a  Pro- 
fessorship of,  468. 

Albany,  defenceless,  I.  3.  Enemy  ad- 
vance towards,  448,  II.  517,  539,  543. 
Continental  troops  detained  at  and 
near,  25.    Importance  of,  27. 

Alburo,  custom-house  at,  IV.  375. 

Alfieri,  ode  by,  sent  to  Washington, 
IV.  342. 

Algiers,  IV.  127,  134.  On  a  peace 
and  treaty  with,  145,  486. 

Allen,  Ebenezer,  Captain,  successes 
of,  against  the  enemy  retreating  from 
Ticonderoga,  II.  531. 

Allen,  Ethan,  Colonel,  despatched  to 
Canada  with  a  Declaration,  I.  40,  43, 
80,  463.  Arrival  of  his  company  at 
Ticonderoga,  45.  Captured,  66,  302, 
466,  471.  Treatment  of,  86,  110,  472, 
488,  491.  On  exchanging,  323,  515, 
II.  506,  509.  Brings  a  permission  to 
Boudinot  to  visit  New  York,  122. 
Overtures  to,  by  the  British,  respect- 
ing Vermont,  III.  442.  Negotiations 
of,  respecting  prisoners,  442. 

Allen,  Ira,  Colonel,  sent  to  Canada 
to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  prisoners, 
ni.  446. 

vol.  iv.  44 


American  Academy,  IV.  123. 

American  Congress,  a  vessel,  I.  181. 

Amsbury,  William,  and  his  canteen, 
I.  383. 

Andre,  John,  IIL  81, 101. 

Andriani,  Count,  IV.  342,  343. 

Anoell,  Israel,  Colonel,  II.  4,  8,  21. 
At  Hartford,  359.  Near  Vauxhall, 
11X6. 

Annapolis,  Convention  at,  IV.  157. 

Anne,  Fort,  L  394,  399,  405,  520,  II. 
515,  524,  526,  534.  Surrender  of,  IIL, 
133,  442. 

Antill,  Edward,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
I.  129,  240,  493.  On  evacuating  Ca- 
nada, 533.    Stationed,  III.  336. 

Aquackanock,  I.  304. 

Arbuthnot,  M.,  Admiral,  IIL  35,  36, 
54.    Arrives  in  the  Chesapeake,  276. 

Armand,  Marquis  ds  la  Rouerie, 
Colonel,  I.  375.  Commissions  held 
by,  376.  Legion  of,  unfit  for  duty 
and  ordered  to  Virginia,  IIL  191, 247. 
Difficulty  in  completing  his  legion  un- 
der French  Officers,  422. 

Armistice,  proposed,  III.  515. 

Arms,  want  of,  I.  144,  166,  180,  183. 
Manufacture  of,  163,  166.  From 
France,  358,  II.  384,  III.  60,  161,  268. 
Repair  of,  I.  430.  For  the  Southern 
Department,  II.  471,  472,  491,  IIL 
137.  Want  of,  by  Virginia,  II.  487, 
III.  94,  292,  314.  Borrowed  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 138,  140.  Application  for 
pay  for,  by  soldiers  who  left  them  in 
camp,  149. 

Armstrong,  John,  Brigadier-General, 
I.  161.  Ordered  to  the  Southern  De- 
partment and  receives  instructions, 
161,  162,  165,  II.  490.  Influence  of, 
in  Pennsylvania,  I.  389.  Major-Ge- 
neral ;  on  projects  in  Congress,  II.  309. 
On  the  finances  and  regulating  of 
prices  by  law,  377. 

Army,  the  American,  appointment  of 
its  commander-in-chief,  I.  1.  Reen- 
forcements,  provisions,  and  ammuni- 
tion for  the,  5,  9,  12,  17.  See  Enlist- 
ments. Commissary-General  appoint- 
ed, 10.  Visit  to,  by  a  Committee 
from  Congress,  55,  82.  Perilous  con- 
dition, 91,  99.  Takes  possession  of 
Boston,  176, 178.     Detachment  from 
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to  Canada,  210.  Measures  for  re- 
enforcing,  347, 366.  Medical  Depart- 
ment of.  364.  Adjutant-General.  365, 
368.  See  Pickering.  Unfitted  for 
vigorous  action,  II.  46.  Committee 
appointed  for  regulating  it,  66.  See 
Greene.     Reinforcements  from  Vir- 

§inia,  128.  Pursues  the  British  across 
few  Jersey,  144.  Distribution  of  it 
for  the  winter  of  1778-79,  226.  On 
the  Distribution  for  the  winter  of 
1779-80,  353,  380.  Evils  of  dividing, 
354.  On  requisitions  to  the  States 
for  reenforcing,  376.  Dissatisfaction 
and  confusion  in  the  civil  depart- 
ments, 421.  Committee  to  proceed 
to  head-quarters,  and  consult  on  its 
affairs,  454.  Relation  of  Congress 
to  it,  476.  Troops  raised  for  it  in 
Massachusetts,  477.  Exertions  of  la- 
dies for  its  relief,  480,  III.  28.  Fur- 
ther exertions  to  obtain  supplies,  1, 
71.  On  giving  reasons  for  its  move- 
ments, 46.  New  arrangement,  87,  92, 
103.  Jealousy  respecting  it  in  Con- 
gress, 89,  145.  On  raising  a  perma- 
nent, 92,  97,  114,  118,  126,  156.  Ar- 
ranged, 114,  126,  145,  275.  Mutinies, 
192.  See  Pennsylvania  line.  British 
emissaries  to  the,  seized  and  executed, 
195,  196,  198,  199,  200.  Junction  of 
the  French,  346.  Plans  for  the  cam- 
paign of  1 782, 381 .  Exertions  to  pro- 
cure supplies  and  craft,  and  levies,  on 
its  march  against  Cornwallis,  394, 
398.  Its  progress  to  Virginia,  399. 
Hamilton,  on  its  temper  and  situation, 
549.  Discontents  in  the,  respecting 
pay,  550,  556,  IV.  4,  6,  8,  10,  13,  15, 
17,  24.  The  Commander-in-chief 
charged  with  not  espousing  its  inte- 
rests, III.  551.  On  continuing  in 
service  till  it  is  paid,  IV.  11,  15,  38. 

Army,  Northern.    See  Schuyler. 

Arnold,  Benedict,  Colonel,  I.  45. 
Progress  of,  to  Fort  Western,  46. 
Sufferings  of  his  men,  60,  475,  487, 
490.  Expectations  from,  69,  92,  469. 
At  Quebec,  87,  480-485,  489.  Re- 
tires from  Quebec,  87,  487.  Joined 
by  Montgomery,  88,  95,  110,  492. 
Wounded  at  Quebec,  114,  117,  156, 
500.  505.  Account  of  his  defeat,  116, 
129,  499,  501.  Brigadier-General; 
takes  tho  command  in  Canada,  125, 
502.  On  the  condition  of  Quebec,  1 54, 
504,  506.  On  the  troops  and  fortifica- 
tions ;  corresponds  with  the  Commis- 
sioners, 194,  509,  516.  At  Montreal, 
208,  214,  509,  524.  Does  not  obey 
orders,  21 6, 242.  Abandons  Montreal ; 
difficulty  about  goods,  217,  237,  528, 
529,  542.    Retreat  of,  and  action  with 


the  enemy,  223,  237, 528,  543, 544,546. 
At  Providence,  326.  Superseded,  355, 
360.  Appointed  Major-General,  for 
his  bravery  at  Danbury,  355, 356.  De- 
mands a  Court  of  Inquiry,  360.  At 
Fort  Schuyler,  426,  430,  II.  518,  521. 
To  raise  the  siege  at  Fort  Stanwix.  L 
427.  His  trial,  II 275, 290.  His  project 
of  settling  in  the  western  part  of  New 
York,  292.  Recommended  for  the 
command  at  "West  Point,  IIL  2.  His 
letters  from  Robinson's  House,  50,  56, 
82,90;  from  Dobbs's  Ferry,  80.  His 
last  interview  with  Washington,  90. 
Joins  the  enemy,  90.  Remarks  on 
his  treason,  105,  111.  Movements 
against,  in  Virginia,  and  their  failure, 
237,  242,  264,  272,  287,  290,  314. 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  British  ar- 
my in  Virginia,  316,  325.  His  ravages 
at  New  London  and  Groton,  403,  423, 
437. 

Artillery,  wanted  by  Lee,  I.  157,  160. 
Rank  of  French  officers  in  the,  379. 
Embarrassments  in  tho  duties  of  the 
department  of,  II.  139.  Under  Crane 
and  Harrison,  359,  360;  Innes  and 
Arundel,  498.  On  the  raising  and 
officering,  III.  275.    See  Knox. 

Arundel,  Captain,  II.  497,  498. 

Asgill,  Charles,  Captain,  III.  533. 

Ashley  River,  II.  413.  British  works 
on,  418.  Crossed  by  the  enemy,  431, 
433,  435. 

Auveryne,  IV.  199,  255. 

Avert,  Deputy-Commissary  in  Cana- 
da, I.  247,  280. 

B. 

Babcock,  Joshua,  I.  87.  To  wait 
on  Washington,  283. 

Babcock,  Colonel,  dismissed,  L  192. 

Badgely,  Adneb,  detention  of,  IIL 
505. 

Badlam,  Captain  of  artillery,  1. 146, 
157,  160.  a 

Bahama  lskinds>Mde&  to  the  British, 
IV.  10.  ^   W\ 

Baker,  Captain,  kUled,  L  29. 

Balfour,  Colonel,  HI.  98. 

Ballston,  buildings  destroyed  at,  ILL  121, 
130,  133. 

Baltimore,  Congress  at,  L  311.  La- 
fayette's engagements  with  the  mer- 
chants of,  III.  453. 

Baltimore  Resolution  respecting  officers, 
n.  129. 

Banister,  John,  on  additional  boun- 
ty to  soldiers,  IL  107. 

Barber,  Francis,  Colonel,  wonnded 
at  Yorktown,  IH.  426. 
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Barber,  Major,  Division  Inspector, 
wounded  at  Yorktown,  III.  426. 

Barclay,  Thomas,  mission  of,  to 
Morocco,  IV.  364. 

Barlow,  Joel,  Consul  at  Algiers, 
IV.  486. 

Barras.  Count  de,  demand  on,  by 
Count  de  Grasse,  III.  413. 

Barring  ton,  Admiral,  1. 153. 

Barron,  Commodore,  HX  419. 

Bartlett,  Josiah,  on  the  feelings  of 
Congress  as  to  the  British  Commis- 
sioners, II.  142. 

Bastille,  key  and  picture  of,  sent  to 
Mount  Vernon,  IV.  322,  328,  337. 

Baum,  a  Hessian  lieutenant-colonel,  I. 
426.  Instructions  to,  II.  517.  Cap- 
tured, 522. 

Baylet,  Jacob,  General,  influence  of, 
H.  257.    At  Castleton,  528,  529. 

Baylor,  George,  Captain,  L  30.  Aid 
to  Washington,  152.  Despatched 
to  Congress  after  the  battle  at  Tren- 
ton, 317.  Presented  by  Congress  with 
a  horse,  318.  Promotion  of,  to  a  colo- 
nelcy, 318.  Surprised,  wounded,  and 
captured,  II.  211,  222.  Commander 
of  the  light  troops  at  the  South,  III. 
515. 

Beall,  Jonathan,  on  supplying 
troops,  IIL  3.. 

Beall,  Thomas,  Captain,  court-mar- 
tialed, III.  62,  162. 

Bedel,  Timothy,  Colonel,  1.45,491, 
493.  Ordered  to  the  Cedars,  510.  In- 
oculation of  his  regiment,  516.  On 
plunder  by  his  men,  523, 524.  Ordered 
to  trial,  525. 

Bedford,  in  Massachusetts,  L  144. 

Belton,  Joseph,  project  of,  for  destroy- 
ing ships,  I.  263. 

Bennington,  battle  of,  I.  425,  II.  518,  522. 
Treatment  of  prisoners  taken  at,  522, 
523.  Sufferings  and  patriotism  of  the 
people  there,  259,  518. 

Bergen,  expedition  to,  III.  9,  34,  40. 

Bermuda  Islands,  project  for  getting 
powder  from  the,  I.  17-20,  30,  34,36, 
49,  58,  67.  Want  provisions,  20,  30. 
Friendly,  67.  Discouragement  there 
of  privateering,  III.  25. 

Bethlehem,  the  Moravians  at,  II.  89. 

Betts,  Captain,  conduct  of,  in  action, 
II.  315. 

Bigelow,  Timothy,  Major,  in  the  ex- 
pedition against  Quebec,  I.  47.  From 
Isle-au-Noix  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
280. 

Billings,  Captain,  killed  in  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  III.  193. 

Bingham,  on  the  ministerial  writings, 
IL47. 

Birmingham  riots,  IV.  382. 


Bland,  Richard,  I.  33.  Indecision 
of,  183. 

Bland,  Theodorio,  Colonel,  com- 
mander of  the  Convention  Troops,  II. 

369.  Congress  declines  remunerating, 

370.  On  measures  to  meet  the  dis- 
contents in  the  army,  IV.  11, 15,  23. 

Bleecker,  John,  taken  and  retaken, 
III.  375. 

Blewer,  Captain,  I.  90. 

Blodget.  Lieutenant,  recommended  to 
sign  passes,  264. 

Blount,  Governor,  on  the  Indian  con- 
ference at  Estanaula,  IV.  402.  Calls 
out  militia,  403. 

Board  of  War,  on  constituting  a  new 
one,  out  of  Congress,  II.  10,  44.  Gates 
appointed  to  the,  60.  Committee 
from,  to  cooperate  with  a  committee 
of  Congress  respecting  the  army,  66. 
Colonel  Wilkinson,  Secretary  of  the,67. 

Bonaparte,  successes  of,  IV.  499. 

Bond,  William,  Colonel,  at  Sorel,  I. 
218. 

Bonfield,  I.  515,  517. 

Boston,  British  vessels  sail  from,  1. 11, 
25,  27.  Projects  fof  securing  the  en- 
trance to  the  harbor,  12,  51,  72.  On 
attacking,  100.  Evacuation  of,  174, 
175,  177, 178,  182,  194.  Fortifications 
erected  at,  191,  200.  Count  d'  Estaing 
sails  to,  IL  178,  180,  182,  186,  188, 
191.  Affray  in,  with  persons  connect- 
ed with  the  French  fleet,  206.  Con- 
jectures of  British  designs  on,  200, 
207,210,216.  Reception  of  Lafayette 
at,  on  his  return  from  France,  444. 
Arrival  of  troops  at,  III.  41 .  Atten- 
tion shown  to  Lafayette  At,  461,  IV. 
81.  Departure  of  French  troops  from, 
III.  540.  Exports  from,  IV.  230. 
President's  visit  to,  289.  Action  at, 
respecting  the  British  treaty,  476. 

Boudinot,  Eliab,  at  camp,  II.  23. 
Goes  to  New  York  and  effects  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  122. 

Bounties,  for  New  England  troops,  I. 
163,  343.  Additional,  for  reenlist- 
merits  in  the  Virginia  regiments,  n. 
107,  230,  361.  Of  land,  230.  For 
recruits  in  Massachusetts,  443.  For 
useful  discoveries,  recommended,  IV. 
480. 

Bowdoin,  James,  L  72.  On  a  Con- 
stitution of  Government  for  Massachu- 
setts, II.  430.  On  affairs  at  Halifax, 
456,461.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Alli- 
ance and  the  blockade  at  Brest,  III.  60. 

Bowman,  Colonel,  II.  313,  IIL  9.  On 
an  expedition  against  Kentucky,  119. 

Bradford,  William,  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, on  neutral  navigation,  IV.  454. 

Bradley,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  1. 119. 
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Brady,  Captain-Lieutenant,  captures 
Indians,  III.  10.  On  command,  119. 
Wanted  near  Fort  Pitt,  274. 

Brandywine,  battle  of  the,  I.  433. 

Brant,  Joseph,  III.  132.  Forces  un- 
der, 133.  Visits  western  Indians,  IV. 
379. 

Brehan,  Marchioness  de,  IV.  184, 237. 
Portrait  of  Washington  by,  335. 

Brinkerhoff,  Colonel,  to  join  Clin- 
ton, IL  540. 

British  Army,  recruits  and  auxiliaries  to 
the,  I.  172.  Evacuates  Boston.  174, 
175.  Movements  of,  near  New  York, 
299,  302,  304,  308;  in  New  Jersey, 
313,  324,  385.  Retreats  from  Bruns- 
wick, 390.  Probability  of  accessions 
to  the,  II.  125.  Marches  across  New 
Jersey,  144.  On  Staten  Island,  342. 
Leaves  New  Jersey,  III.  7.  In  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  141.  Purposes  of,  to  ope- 
rate in  the  South,  176.  Lands  at 
Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  366,  380. 
See  Carleton,  Clinton,  and  Corn- 
wallis. 

British  Boats  at  Peekskill  Cove,  n. 
307. 

British  Commissioners,  I.  153,  163. 
Their  mode  of  operation,  173.  Ef- 
fects of,  184.  Interview  of,  with  a 
Committee  of  Congress,  and  the  effect 
on  France,  288,  351.  Expected,  II. 
100,  108.  On  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  meet,  112, 118.  Arrival 
of,  and  names,  136.  Letter  to,  by  the 
President  of  Congress,  136.  Letters 
brought  by  them,  136, 141  - 143.  Their 
second  letter  to  Congress,  160;  their 
third  letter,  195.  Disrespectful  as  to 
France,  209. 

British  Treaty,  opposition  to  the,  IV. 
459,  470,  474,  476,  477.  Approbation 
of  it,  477.  Commissioners  relative  to 
the,  479-481.    Executed,  498. 

British  Vessels,  sail  from  Boston,  I.  11, 
15,  27.  Infest  Connecticut^  17,  31, 38. 
Bound  for  Quebec,  to  be  intercepted, 
56.  Arrive  at  New  York,  119.  At 
Georgia,  150,  167.  Frightened  from 
New  York,  152.  Arrive  at  Cape  Fear 
River,  201,  II.  491,  496,  500.  Sail 
up  the  North  River,  I.  260.  Belton's 
project  for  destroying,  263.  Attacked 
with  fire-ships,  276.  Pass  up  and 
down  the  North  River,  303,  II.  6,  14, 
15,  537.  Sail  from  Newport,  I.  360. 
In  Chesapeake  Bay,  429,  431.  In  the 
Delaware,  II.  7,  12,  20,  43.  Burnt 
and  sunk  at  Rhode  Island,  177.  Cap- 
tured, 280,  410.  Seventy  sail  of,  at 
King's  Ferry,  307.  Operations  of,  at 
the  South,  388,401,  402,410,418,  431. 
Pass  Fort  Moultrie,  431, 434, 436,  450, 


Sail  eastward.  456.  In  the  Chesa- 
peake, III.  124,  138,  141,  200,  208. 
237,  276,  291.  In  York  River,  343. 
Sail  down  Hudson's  River,  359.  Un- 
der Digby,  arrive  at  Sandy  Hook, 
420.    See  Prizes. 

Brodhead,  Daniel,  Colonel,  expedi- 
tion of,  to  Detroit,  II.  349,  396,  IH 
85.  On  affairs  at  Fort  Pitt  and  De- 
troit, II.  399,  437,  449,  III.  10,  63. 
85,  90, 121.  On  hostilities  by  Indiaas, 
II.  416,  439.  449,  458,  in.  9,  32,  63, 
77,  91,  163,  244,  397.  Detaches  par- 
ties against  the  Wyandots,  32,  33,  77, 
91.  On  courts-martial,  62,  85,  162. 
On  involving  the  Indians  in  wars 
against  each  other,  62,  164.  Proposes 
to  surprise  Indians  about  Coochock- 
ing,  274.  Difficulty  between  Gibson 
and,  as  to  command,  397,453.  .Charges 
against,  454. 

Beomfield,  I.  215. 

Brooks,  John,  General,  with  troops 
to  receive  the  President  at  Cambridge, 
IV.  290. 

Brown,  John,  Major,  his  excursion  in- 
to Canada,  to  procure  intelligence,  I. 
8, 23, 46 1 .  Despatched  with  a  Declara- 
tion, 40.  At  St  John's,  40,  465,  466. 
To  manage  a  conference,  468.  His 
promises  to  Canadians,  493.  Diffi- 
culty about  his  rank,  508.  Despatch- 
ed to  Lake  George  Landing,  II.  525- 
528,  534.    Killed,  HI.  133. 

Brown,  John,  Anticipations  from,  re- 
specting the  Federal  Constitution,  IV. 
213.  On  the  separation  of  the  western 
country  from  the  Union,  and  on  Spa- 
nish business,  248,  252,  353;  291.  Re- 
elected to  Congress,  353.  Rejection 
of  his  application  for  information  from 
Europe,  460. 

Brown.  Joseph,  Captain,  I.  28. 

Brown,  Montfort,  on  exchanging,  I. 
289. 

Brunswick,  Duke  of,  his  errors,  IV. 
411. 

Buell,  Captain,  I.  59.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  511. 

Buford,  Colonel,  marching  to  Charles- 
ton, II.  433.    Men  under,  HI.  294. 

Bullock,  Colonel.  I.  168. 

BuWs  Ferry,  Wayne's  attack  on,  HI. 
34,  38. 

Bunker's  Hill,  I.  90,  105.  Works  on, 
demolished,  200. 

Burgoyne,  John,  General,  command- 
er at  Three  Rivers,  L  218,  241,  531. 
Operations  of  the  Northern  Army  in 
opposing  the  expedition  under.  392,  H. 
510.  Circulates  a  Proclamation  and 
Summons  to  the  people  of  the  Grants, 
I.  396,  II.  514,  515.    Expected  junc- 
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tion  of,  with  Howe,  I.  424,  440,  II. 
61,  538-540.  His  orders  to  Baum,  I. 
426,  II.  517.  Critical  situation  of, 
I.  436,  437.  Advancing  towards  Al- 
bany, 448,  II.  517,  524.  Encroach- 
ments and  surrender  of,  6, 12,  13,  259, 
542.  Not  to  change  his  port  of  em- 
barkation, 48.  His  final  correspond- 
ence with  Washington,  95.  Citations 
from  his  speech  in  Parliament  and 
letter  on  the  rebel  forces,  96.  Ex- 
changed, III.  480.  See  Convention 
Troops. 

Burke,  JEdanus,  writes  against  the 
Cincinnati  Society,  IV.  59,  71. 

Burke,  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy  of  North  Caro- 
lina, writes  to  Lee,  II.  491. 

Burnaby,  Andrew,  writes  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief on  reconciliation  to 
England,  II.  100. 

Burnett,  Maior,  Greene's  Aid,  des- 

Ched  to  the  Commander-in-chief, 
369. 

Burr,  Aaron,  on  his  appointment  as 
colonel,  I.  405.  Bravery  of,  at  Que- 
bec, 500.  Sent  .by  McDougal  to  St 
Clair,  II.  303,  306. 

Burrell,  Colonel,  detached  to  Canada, 
I.  137,  186,  218. 

Butler,  Pierce,  Delegate  to  the  Fe- 
deral Convention,  IV.  166.  Declines 
serving  in  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
vention, 215.  Applies  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  information,  and  is 
refused,  460. 

Butler,  Richard,  Colonel,  on  retir- 
ing from  Verplanck's  Point,  II.  328. 
Brigadier-General ;  commands  levies 
against  western  Indians,  IV.  368. 

Butler,  Thomas,  Colonel,  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  II.  150-152.  To 
join  Stark,  169. 

Butts's  HiU,  Greene  posted  at,  HI.  36, 
42. 

Byles,  Major,  at  the  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, H.  150. 

Byrd,  Aid  to  General  Lee,  1. 152,  218. 
Sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  Clinton, 
H.  506. 

Byron,  Admiral,  fleet  of,  II.  177, 180, 
237. 

C. 

Cabot,  Georoe,  IV.  266. 

Cadwalader,  John,  General,  prevent- 
ed by  ice  from  crossing  the  Delaware, 
I.  309,  312.  Proceeds  to  Bordentown, 
313,  314.  Removal  of,  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Maryland,  II.  84.  Collects 
volunteers,  143.  Declines  a  commis- 
sion in  the  army,  237.    Asks  Wash- 

44* 


ington  to  take  command  of  the  forces 
in  v  irginia,  III.  332. 

Cadwalader,  Lambert,  Colonel,  on 
joining  his  regiment  without  being  ex- 
changed, 11.217. 

Cayhnawaga,  troops  ordered  to,  IH.  337. 
See  Indians. 

Calderwood,  Lieutenant,  L  542. 

Caldwell,  James,  joins  Hamilton,  II. 
166.    Articles  left  with,  381. 

Calonne,  M  de,  his  plan  of  Provincial 
Assemblies  in  France,  IV.  169.  Let- 
ter of,  to  be  framed  into  an  arrit  of 
Council,  184.  Minister  of  Finance, 
426. 

Cambridge,  Convention  Troops  at,  II. 
16.  On  receiving  tho  President  at, 
IV.  290. 

Camden,  II.  347,  HI.  66,  188,  319. 
Cornwallis  at  and  near,  66,  75,  108, 
138,  167.  Greene  before,  307,  309. 
Evacuated  by  the  enemy,  310. 

Campbell,  Archibald,  a  British  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and  Scotch  grenadier, 
taken,  I.  226.  On  exchanging,  266, 
289.  Treatment  of,  357.  Accom- 
panies Boudinot  to  New  York  to  effect 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  II.  128. 
Exchanged,  123. 

Campbell,  John,  Colonel,  on  the  dis- 
satisfaction respecting  the  intention  of 
Congress  concerning  tho  Mississippi, 
IV.  167,  249. 

Campbell,  William,  Colonel  of  Vir- 
ginia riflemen,  marches  to  the  Yadkin, 
III.  75.  Disposition  of  prisoners 
taken  by,  168.  To  join  Greene,  245, 
258. 

Campbell,  William,  Lord,  quits 
South  Carolina,  L  130. 

Campbell,  British  General,  with  Wal- 
deckcrs,  attacked  by  Dickinson,  and 
escapes,  H.  49. 

Campbell,  a  British  lieutenant-colo- 
nel, killed  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Mont- 
d pinery,  IL  6. 
amus,  M.  de,  reconnoitres  the  ship- 
ping in  York  River,  III.  343. 

Canada,  Major  Brown's  excursion  to, 
to  procure  intelligence,  I.  8,  23,  461. 
Operations  against,  9,  461.  Expedi- 
tions against,  23,  40,  186,  188,  468, 
475.  British  forces  in,  41,  66,  462. 
Prospects  of  success  in,  77,  86.  Ame- 
rican forces  in,  86.  Defeat  in,  114, 
116.  Troops  raised  for,  115,  121, 129, 
137,  142,  188.  Hostility  of  the  priests 
of,  134,  213,  221,  486.  Route  to,  137. 
Advance  against,  186.  Alarming  in- 
telligence from,  187.  State  of  the 
army  in,  189,  194,  196,  209,  239.  Re- 
enforcement  of  the  British  in,  197, 220, 
232,  241.    Advance  of  the  enemy  in, 
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203,  217.  Militia,  218.  Evacuation 
of,  223,  237,  253,  528,  531.  Inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  officers  in,  227. 
Lafayette  on  an  expedition  to.  II.  74, 
93,  233.  Expedition  to,  abandoned. 
256.  Petition  of  Bcza  Woodward  and 
others  on  the  importance  of  securing, 
III.  68.  British  forces  in,  69.  Sec 
Arnold,  Benedict  ;  Livingston, 
James;  Montgomery,  Robert; 
Quebec;  Schuyler,  Philip;  Small- 
pox; Sullivan,  John  ;  and  Thomas, 
John. 

Canadians,  dispositions  of  the,  towards 
the  Americans,  I.  4,  6,  29,  41,  66,  79, 
80,  232,  461,  463,  471,  486,  494,  503. 
billed,  44.  Less  friendly,  190.  Do 
not  aid  Thomas  in  his  retreat,  197. 
Their  unhappy  condition,  210,  522. 
Their  joy  at  the  arrival  of  Sullivan, 
212.  Join  the  Americans,  213,  214. 
Brown's  promise  to,  493.  Dispositions 
of,  respecting  a  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, IV.  375. 
Canals.  Fulton  on,  IV.  496. 

Cape  Fear,  British  at  and  near,  II.  491, 
496,  500. 

Carey,  Mathew,  IV.  88. 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  I.  7,  111,  188, 
464.  Seeks  the  cooperation  of  the  In- 
dians, 22.  Stopped  and  escapes  from 
Montreal,  85,  92,  480, 485.  His  treat- 
ment of  prisoners,  118,  472,  495,  505. 
Wooster  calls  in  his  commissions  and 
gives  others,  134.  Advance  of,  208, 
211,  527.  Forces  under,  212.  Appli- 
cation to,  for  exchange  of  prisoners, 
266.  Paroles  given  by,  290.  On  the 
forces  in  the  action  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  546.  Retreats  from  Crown 
Point,  548.  Apprehensions  from,  III. 
514.  Liberates  Livingston  on  parole, 
517.  Livingston's  interviews  with,  520. 
Urges  execution  of  the  Article  on  con- 
fiscated estates,  IV.  22.  Evacuation 
of  New  York  by,  i3.  See  Dorches- 
ter, Lord. 

Carlisle,  Earl  of,  commissioner  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  Conciliatory 
Bills,  H.  136.  Lafayette's  challenge 
to,  210/224. 

Carmarthen,  Marquis  of,  refuses  to 
surrender  the  western  posts  IV.  133. 

Carmichael,  William,  II.  48,  IV. 
151. 

Carrington,  Edward,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  meets  commissioners  on  a 
cartel  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  II. 
415.  Commended,  III.  234.  Des- 
patched to  Congress  and  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief; 476.  At  Charleston, 
IV.  37.  On  action  in  Virginia  re- 
specting the  British  treaty,  477. 


Carroll,  Charles,  commissioner  to 
Canada,  I.  511. 

Castleton,  II.  529. 

Castries,  M.  de,  III.  147,  269,  286. 

Caswell,  Richard.  Colonel  L  178, 
II.  492.  Governor,  L  381.  Orders 
out  troops,  II.  405. 

Cathcart,  Lord,  dragoons  of,  captur- 
ed, II.  410. 

Cavalry,  opinions  of  Congress  on,  L 
237,  246.  Want  and  importance  o£ 
246,  II.  491,  499,  504.  Pulaski's  plans 
for  organizing,  53,  57,  87.  Difficulty 
of  quartering,  at  Trenton,  64.  Regi- 
ment of,  voted  in  Virginia,  128.  Want 
of,  by  Morgan,  152.  Under  Baylor 
and  Bland,  360.  Remarks  on,  by 
Steuben,  III  127. 

Cayenne,  plan  of  Lafayette  for  liberating 
and  establishing  negroes  at,  III.  547, 
IV.  110. 

Cedars,  men  posted  at  the,  and  made 
prisoners,  I.  195,  215,  220,  510,  518; 
their  treatment  and  exchange,  258, 
521. 

Challus,  Connt  de,  HI.  147. 

Chamblee,  forces  at,  1. 24,  41,  208.  Re- 
duction of,  69,  79.  Gondolas  building 
at,  194,  195.  Important,  215.  Re- 
treat to,  217,  533.  Goods  sent  to,  by 
Arnold,  528,  529.    Burnt,  533. 

Champlain,  Lake,  fleet  on,  I.  534,  537- 
547.  Action  on,  543,  546.  Visited 
by  Madison  and  Jefferson,  IV.  374. 
Difficulty  at  the  British  posts  there, 
374. 

Charleston,  I.  244,  II.  312,  490,  500, 
508.  On  the  attack  and  defence  of, 
345,  385,  403,  418,  422,  430-436,  445, 
457.  Lincoln  at,  375,  385,  401,  445. 
On  detachments  to,  422,  430,  445. 
Anxiety  respecting,  422,  444.  British 
break  ground  there,  433,  435.  Hero- 
ism of  inhabitants  at,  445.  Surrender 
of,  450.  466,  470,  479.     Losses  of  the 

enemy  near.  III.  180.  Inhabitants  of, 
transported  to  St.  Augustine,  180,  188, 

376.     Arrival  of  Leslie  at,  190,  192. 

On   taking,  370,  373,  406,  416,  417, 

429-433,447.    British  reinforcements 

for,  465,  471,  476.    Vessels  sail  from 

to  New  York.  514.  On  the  evacua- 
tion of,  by  the  British,  514,  525,  535, 

541.     On  fortifying,  537,  543,  IV.  3. 

Mobs  and  riots  in.  38. 
Chase,  Samuel,  commissioner  to  Ca-  - 

nada,  209,  210,  511,  513.    On  Gates's 

letter  to  Adams,  540,  542. 
Chastelldx,  le  Chevalier  de,  II.  417, 

III.  147,  162,345. 

Chaudi&re  Pond  and  River,  I.  47,  60. 
Cheesman,  Captain,  killed.  I.  500. 
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Cherry  Valley,  movements  against,  II. 
169. 

Chickahominy,  British  expedition  to,  ILL 
296.    Wayne  at,  347. 

Chipman,  John,  Captain,  surrender 
of,  at  Fort  George,  III.  133. 

Chittenden,  Thomas,  Governor  of 
Vermont,  on  the  sufferings  and  pa- 
triotism of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys, 
11.258.  On  successes  against  the  ene- 
my, 531.  On  Vermont  patriotism  and 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  III.  210. 
His  sketches  of  the  situation  and  policy 
of  Vermont,  440.  On  the  accession 
of  Vermont  to  the  Confederacy,  492. 

Choiseul,  Duke  of,  L  454. 

Choisy,  M.  de,  ILL  361,  486. 

Chouin,  despatched  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief and  to  Congress  by 
Count  d'Estaing,  II.  156, 196. 

Cincinnati  Society,  jealousy  of  the,  IV. 
58.  Burke's  pamphlet  against,  59,  71. 
Meeting  of  the,  in  Boston,  59.  Op- 
position to,  by  Americans  in  France, 
61.  Alterations  proposed  in  its  Con- 
stitution, 121.  Foreign  applications 
for  admission  to  the,  242. 

Clark,  George  Rogers,  expedition 
of,  to  St.  Vincent's,  11.313,394.  Fur- 
ther plans  for,  394,  438.  Beady  to 
cooperate  with  Brodhead  against 
Indians,  417.  Destroys  Shawanese 
towns,  III.  63,  77.  His  proposed 
expedition  against  Detroit,  100,  176, 
244,  273,  317,  323,  455. 

Clinton,  George,  calls  out  troops,  I. 
260.  Occupies  Fort  Montgomery,  26 1 . 
Appointed  brigadier-general  by  Con- 

rs,  359,  372.  On  reinforcements 
Fort  Montgomery,  414.  Chosen 
governor  of  New  York.  415.  Wounded ; 
escapes  from  Fort  Montgomery,  439, 

II.  541.  On  defences  for  Hudson's 
River,  58.  On  Indians  on  the  fron- 
tiers, 255,  262,  299.  His  expedition 
to  Albany  and  below  Crown  Point, 
474.  On  the  butcheries  and  dis- 
tresses on  the  frontiers  of  New  York, 

III.  229.  Disposition  of  forces  by,  336. 
Guard  left  by,  for  the  protection  of 
8chuvler,  462.  Corresponds  with 
Haldiman  respecting  prisoners,  464. 
On  a  peace  establishment,  IV.  28,  48. 
Opposes  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  231. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henrt, British  General, 
I.  149,  547.  Going  home,  326.  Opera- 
tions of,  on  Hudson's  River,  442,  IX 
536.  539.  Commissioner  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  Conciliatory  Bills,  136. 
Orders  to,  for  exchanging  tho  Con- 
vention Troops,  382.  Goes  to  the 
southward,  401-403.    His  operations 


against  Charleston,  402,  403.  Re- 
moval of,  to  the  northward,  III.  11. 
Explained  his  movements  to  Stony 
Point,  47.  Sends  despatches  to  Corn- 
wallis,  421. 

Clinton,  James,  Colonel,  1. 117.  Ge- 
neral, wounded,  escapes  from  Fort 
Montgomery,  439,  442.  Ordered  to 
West  Point,  472. 

Clinton,  Fort,  British  repair,  II.  5 ;  538, 
Commanded  by  Parsons ;  the  force  at, 
308. 

Closter  Seven,  II.  46. 

Clothing,  troops  do  not  march  for  want 
of,  II.  419.  Provided  for  Virginia 
troops,  487,  III.  483.  Destitution  of, 
134, 137, 166, 183,485,490, 524.  From 
France,  161,  422,  483.  Bad  arrange- 
ments as  to,  184.  Not  brought  Dy 
Paul  Jones,  242.  Detained  by  Steu- 
ben, 247.  Law  in  Maryland  for  seiz- 
ing, 330.  Furnished  to  Lafayette's 
troops  by  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
453.  % 

Clough,  Alexander,  Major,  mortally 
wounded,  II.  212,  213,  222. 

Cltmer,  George,  on  a  committee  of 
Congress  to  remain  in  Philadelphia, 
I.  311,  324.  On  depending  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Bank  for  supplies  for 
the  army,  III.  71. 

Cobb,  David,  Aid  to  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  III.  345.  Delegate  to  a  gene- 
ral meeting  of  the  Cincinnati  Society, 
IV.  59. 

Coinage,  IV.  113. 

Collins,  John,  on  a  committee  to 
wait  on  the  Commander-in-chief,  I 
283. 

Colt,  Henrt,  commander  of  the  army 
of  observation,  1. 33.  Appointed  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  II.  40. 

Combahee  River,  action  on  the,  III.  530. 

Commerce,  IV.  46,  114,  115.  Insuffi- 
ciency of  the  authority  of  Congress 
respecting,  46.  Treaty  of,  between 
France  and  England,  144 ;  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  England,  322,  331. 

Committee  from  Congress  to  the  army,  I. 
55,  82.  Wanted  in  the  Northern  De- 
partment, 77,481.  Recommendations, 
of  the,  adopted,  82.  Sent  to  the  North- 
ern Department  and  gives  instructions, 
85,  90,  185, 190, 225,  512,  514.  Visits 
New  York,  139,  140.  157.  Interview 
of,  with  Howe,  1 88, 456.  Appointed  to 
transact  Continental  business  in  Phila- 
delphia, 311, 324.  To  proceed  to  head- 
quarters and  consult  on  the  affairs  of 
the  army,  II.  454.  To  quiet  the  mu- 
tiny in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  III.  194, 
198;  appoints  commissioners  to  adjust 
their  claims,  199. 
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Commutation,  III.  559,  IV.  8, 14.  Clamor 
against,  in  Connecticut,  52, 53.  Favor- 
ably received  in  North  Carolina,  71. 
See  Half-pay. 

Confederation  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
adoption  of  the,  II.  446.  On  complet- 
ing the,  III.  80,  101,  104,  219.  Ver- 
mont joined  to  the,  492,  IV.  167.  On 
strengthening  the,  III.  548.  Jealousy  of 
the,  IV.  48, 52.  On  altering  the  ninth 
Article  of  the,  105,  1 13.  Inadequacy 
of  the,  126,  131,  137,  155,  160,  173, 
263.     See  Convention. 

Confiscation,  on  restitution  for,  IV.  2, 22, 
36,  70. 

Congress,  Continental,  appoints  a  com- 
mittee respecting  the  army,  I.  55,  82. 
Committee  of,  to  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment, 85,  90,  185, 190.  Resolution  of, 
as  to  attacking  Boston,  100.  Meas- 
ures of,  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  121, 
129, 188, 225 ;  the  Middle  and  South- 
era  States,  123,  130.  Orders  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  officers  in  Canada, 
227.  On  suppressing  insurrections 
and  promoting  good  order  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws  of  the  States,  236. 
Declaration  of  Independence  by.  256. 
Resolves  of,  on  the  treatment  of  prison- 
ers taken  at  the  Cedars,  258.  On 
retaliation,  259,  357,  381.  On  delegat- 
ing power  to  fill  vacancies,  267.  Ke- 
solve  of,  respecting  the  treatment  and 
exchange  of  Lee,  31 1, 322, 357,  II.  106. 
At  Baltimore  and  at  Philadelphia,  I. 
348,  349.  Appoints  major-generals, 
and  neglects  Arnold,  355, 357.  Votes 
monuments  to  Warren  and  Mercer, 
364.  On  the  rank  of  French  officers, 
379.  Orders  an  inquiry  into  the  evacu- 
ation of  Ticonderoga,  429,  II.  97, 133, 
Adjourns  from  Lancaster  to  York- 
town,  1. 437.  On  compelling  prisoners 
to  labor  on  British  works,  IL  3.  Ad- 
journment of  to  Yorktown,  8.  Henry 
Laurens  chosen  President,  10.  See 
Laurens,  Henry.  Appoints  a  com- 
mittee to  regulate  affairs  in  the  army, 
and  passes  resolves  respecting  Bur- 
goyne's  troops,  66.  Resolves  of,  con- 
cerning Henry  Lee,  99.  Procrastination 
of  business  in,  107, 121, 133.  On  army 
arrangements  and  half-pay  for  officers, 
107,  111,  119, 133, 135.  On  the  treaty 
with  France,  116,  117,  124.  On  the 
disagreements  of  the  commissioners 
to  France,  117,  133.  Lord  North's 
Conciliatory  Bills,  134,  136 ;  and  the 
British  Commissioners,  136,  141,  142, 
160,  195.  On  the  Confederation,  138 ; 
courts-martial  of  St.  Clair  and  Lee, 
222;  an  expedition  to  Canada,  235. 
Financial  acts  of,  253,  310,  371,  412, 


420,  423, 424, 446, 447, 476.  John  Jay 
elected  President,  268.  Disagreement 
of,  with  States,  272, 280.  Marine  com- 
mittee of,  283.  Convention  broken  by 
Burgoyne,  331.  Territory  claimed  by 
Virginia,  364.  Discussion  in,  respect- 
ing Greene,  428.  Relation  of,  to  the 
army,  476.  Its  powers,  476.  Factions 
in,  III.  88, 1 03, 1 45, 1 58.  Its  early  false 
estimate  of  the  power  and  persever- 
ance of  the  enemy,  115.  Washington's 
influence  in,  150.  Improvement  of  its 
character,  169.  Committee  of,  to  sup- 
press the  mutiny  in  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  194;  198.  Duties  laid  by,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  year  1781, 219. 
Appoints  officers  for  the  great  depart- 
ments, 243,  253.  Huntington  resigns 
and  McEean  is  chosen  President,  352. 
Proposes  to  retaliate  for  the  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  at  St.  Augustine, 
388.  John  Hanson  elected  President, 
439.  Approves  the  conduct  of  Lafay- 
ette's troops,  451 ,  452.  Passes  resolves, 
and  grants  Lafayette  permission  to 
return  to  France,  452.  States  indif- 
ferent to  the  requisitions  of,  466.  On 
the  exchange  of  Cornwallis,  480.  Mes- 
sage to,  by  Carleton,  521.  Movements 
in,  respecting  the  public  debt,  554,  IV. 
7.  Embarrassments  of,  respecting  reso- 
lutions from  the  army,  10,  15,  21,  24. 
Commutation  of  half-pay  by,  14,  21. 
Insufficiency  of  the  authority  of,  46, 48, 
52,69,78,148,152,153.  See  Confede- 
ration. Jealousy  of,  48,  52.  Absence 
of  delegates  from,  62,  104,  132,  162, 
166.  Improved  character  of,  87,92. 
On  the  sale  of  the  western  territory, 
101-103.  On  the  Connecticut  cession 
of  western  territory,  132.  On  the  pro- 
posed treaty  with  Spain,  138, 140, 167, 
174.  Discussion  respecting  the  treaty 
of  peace,  162;  and  the  General  Con- 
vention. 1 62, 1 7  7 .  Passes  an  ordinance 
for  a  temporary  government  beyond 
the  Ohio,  174.  On  a  future  seat  for, 
195,231,232,291. 

Congi-ess  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, first  assembling  of  the,  IV.  251, 
254.  Power  of  the  Executive  to  change 
the  place  of  its  meeting,  441. 

Connecticut)  1. 2.  Supplies  and  reinforce- 
ments from,  5, 10, 37.  Troops  of,  will 
not  serve  but  under  their  own  officers, 
69, 109.  Troops  from,  to  defend  New 
York,  107, 1 73.  Treatment  of  Schuy- 
ler by.  109.  Aids  Lee  in  fortifying 
New  York,  119, 120, 124, 135.  Troops 
raised  in,  125, 135, 137,  138,  142,  269. 
Spirit  of  the  people,  135,  137,  142. 
On  a  cession  of  western  land  by,  IV. 
132. 
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Connecticut  Assembly,  unanimity  in  the, 

I.  103.  Acts  of  the,  for  raising  and 
equipping  one  fourth  part  of  the  militia, 
103;  against  loyalists.  104;  for  pro- 
viding armed  vessels,  104.  Misunder- 
standing in  the,  as  to  eight  battalions 
of  infantry,  II.  293.  Adopts  the  new 
plan  of  finance,  447.  Provisions  voted 
by  the.  III.  313.  Reflections  on  the, 
351,  356.  Jealous  of  Congress,  IV.  52. 

Connecticut  militia,  I.  103,  417,  441.  Or- 
dered to  cooperate  with  Count  d'  Es- 
taing,  II.  341. 

Connolly,  John,  in  close  custodv,  I. 
89.  Sends  letters  to  Detroit,  130.  'Co- 
lonel, III.  318.  Conduct  of,  respecting 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  IV. 
248.    Measures  for  apprehending,  252. 

Constitution,  Federal,  reception  of,  by  the 
people,  IV.  178;  in  Massachusetts, 
178,  182,  186,  201-209,  211,  212,  222, 
243  ;  New  Jersey,  178, 183, 243 ;  Con- 
necticut, 178,  i82,  200,  243;  Virginia, 
178,  185,  191,  193,  194,  202,221,225- 
227,  240,  293 ;  Rhode  Island,  182,  233, 
243;  Pennsylvania,  183,  243;  New 
York,  189,  227,  230,  235,  243;  Mary- 
land, 197,  213,  214,  243;  New  Hamp- 
shire, 211,  219,  224,  225,243;  Ken- 
tucky, 213;  South  Carolina,  213,  214, 
221 ;  Delaware,  243 ;  North  Carolina, 
297. 

Constitution,  Fort  sloops,  boats,  and  mili- 
tia ordered  to.  I.  261.  On  maintaining, 
418.  British  take  possession  of,  II. 
538,  540.  Demolished,  5.  On  throw- 
ing a  boom  across  the  river  and  erect- 
ing batteries  near,  30,  60. 

Convention,  at  Annapolis,  IV.  131,  157. 

Convention  for  revising  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  proposed,  IV.  131, 154, 
157.  Discussion  in  Congress  respect- 
ing it,  162.  Appointments  to  the,  163, 
165.  Favorable  opinions  respecting 
the,  172,  182.    Its  results,  177. 

Convention  Troops,  II.  13,  16,  45,  48. 
Glover  charged  with  their  embarka- 
tion, 49,  72,  532.  Their  march  and 
the  charges  on  their  way  to  Cam- 
bridge, 72.  Desert.  299,  324,  III.  97, 
142,  144,   154.     On    exchanging  the, 

II.  331,  382,  III.  59,  96.  Taylor's 
regiment  of  guards  to  the,  II.  360. 
Bland's  command  of,  369.  Instruc- 
tions to  Clinton  respecting  them,  382. 
Correspondence  between  Burgoyne 
and  Gates  on  the  resolves  of  Congress, 
respecting  them,  531,  532. 

Conway,  Thomas,  Major-General,  II. 
10;  or  adjutant-general,  11,  44.  In 
the  Northern  Department,  74,  94, 

Conway's  Cabal,  II.  239,  252,  269, 
366. 


Cooke,  Nicholas,  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  1. 1, 17, 34.  On  sending  to  Ber- 
muda for  powder,  27,  30,  34,  36,  50. 
Wants  a  detachment  from  the  main 
army,  98,  193.  On  supplies  to  the 
enemy  at  Newport,  131.  On  votes  of 
the  Congress,  and  fortifying  Newport, 
192.  On  the  evacuation  of  Long 
Island,  283.  On  filling  up  the  army 
and  giving  to  slaves  their  liberty,  II.  78. 

Cooper,  Samuel,  of  Boston,  I.  72. 

Corbin,  Richard,  IV.  240. 

Cornplanter,  an  Indian  chief,  IV. 
367, 379. 

Cornwallis,  Earl,  I.  163.  Returns  to 
New  York,  II.  213.  North  Carolina 
threatened  by,  491 .  Successes  and  posi- 
tion of,  at  the  South,  III.  66,  75,  108. 
Advances  into  North  Carolina,  123. 
Retreats  towards  Camden,  138,  141. 
At  Weymsborough,  1 67, 1 90. 21 7.  Pro- 
position by,  for  exchange  of  prisoners, 
168.  His  pursuit  of  Greene  and  his 
troops,  225,  234,  236,  245,  251,  252. 
Force  under,  227,  234,  242.  266,  325, 
370.  Issues  a  Proclamation,  245.  Pur- 
sued by  Greene,  254,  257, 282 ;  306, 309. 
Lafayette's  operations  respecting.  320, 
347.  Joined  by  Arnold  and  reen- 
forccd  from  New  York,  325,  333. 
Lands  at  York,  and  Gloucester,  366, 
380,390.  Closely  confined,  390.  British 
efforts  to  relieve,  421.  Terms  of  his 
capitulation  approved  bv  Congress, 
434.  On  exchanging  for  Laurens, 
480. 

Cortlandt,  Philip,  Colonel,  1.417. 
In  the  Northern  Department,  427.  To 
join  the  main  army,  II.  42.  Conse- 
quences of  the  departure  of  his  regi- 
ment, 299.  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
New  York,  472,  473.  Difficulty  be- 
tween Livingston  and,  as  to  rank,  551. 
In  the  expedition  against  Cornwallis, 

III.  399. 

Cowboys,  plunder.  III.  102. 

Cowpens,  III.  236. 

Cox,  Mr.,  Quarter-master,  II.  274,  275. 

Coxe,  Colonel,  I.  313. 

Craig,  Captain,  in  an  expedition 
against  Indians,  III.  455. 

Cramahe,  Arnold's  summons  to,  I. 
483. 

Crane,  Colonel,  II.  359,  III.  275. 

Craney  Island,  on  fortifying,  I.  183. 

Crawford,  William,  Colonel,  com- 
mander of  an  expedition  against  San- 
dusky, III.  510.  Defeated  and  tor- 
tured to  death,  516,  523.  On  retalia- 
tion for,  523. 

Crevecosur,  Hector  St.  John  de, 

IV.  172,  182. 
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Crockett,  Colonel,  to  guard  British 
Conventioners,  III.  142. 

Crosby,  Captain,  dangerously  wound- 
ed near  Green  Spring  Farm,  III.  349. 

Crown  Point,  troops  at,  I.  9.  Advance 
of  Montgomery  from,  28 ;  of  others, 
186.  On  fortifying,  232, 239.  Sick- 
ness at,  235.  Retreat  of  the  enemy 
from,  548.  Enemy  at,  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of,  III.  134,  337,  446. 

Cumbeiland  Settlements,  Indian  hostility 
to,  IV.  403-405. 

Cushino,  Colonel,  discontent  among 
his  men,  II.  516,  520.  Marches  to 
Stillwater,  517. 

Cutting,  John  B.,  accounts  of,  for 
liberating  impressed  seamen,  IV. 
396. 

D. 

Dalrymple,  General,  British  com- 
missioner for  exchange  of  prisoners, 
III.  496. 

Damas,  a  French  officer,  visits  "Wash- 
ington, III.  148. 

Dana,  Francis,  Delegate  in  Congress, 
II.  137.  Aid  of,  in  the  new  army  ar- 
rangements, 138.  Delegate  to  the 
General  Convention,  IV.  166. 

Davidson,  General. of  North  Carolina 
militia,  III.  110,  1 90,  226. 

Davis,  Thomas,  Captain,  I.  5. 

Dayton,  Elias,  Colonel,  I.  548,  III.  6. 

Deane,  James,  Indian  interpreter,  I. 
392. 

Deane,  Silas,  I.  351.  Recommends 
Marquis  Armand,  376.  On  rank  of 
French  officers,  378.  His  agreement 
with  French  engineers,  407,  408,  410. 
Robert  Morris  and,  IV.  20. 

Deane,  Simeon,  II.  116,  133. 

Dearborn,  Henry,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, 111.360,427-429. 

Dechambeau,  I.  199,  208,  213,  514,  518, 
532. 

Decker's  Point  detachment  against,  II. 
381. 

Dehaas,  John  Philip,  Colonel  in 
Canada,  I.  209,  214,  216. 217,  218, 520, 
524.  Kept  from  Sorel,  216,  242. 
Sickness  in  his  regiment,  233. 

Dehart,  Lieutenant,  mortally  wound- 
ed, III.  40. 

Dejean,  on  parole,  II.  361. 

Delap,  Major,  I.  548. 

Delaval.  Captain,  II.  320. 

Delaware,  details  of  affairs  in,  I.  443,  II. 
46,  77.  Supplies  for  the  army  taken 
from,  77.  Annexed  to  the  Southern 
Department,  III.  139. 

Delaware  militia,  called  out,  I.  443.  Or- 
dered to  the  main  army,  III.  1 5. 

Delaware  River,  machines   to  be  sunk 


there,  I.  75.  Measures  for  fortifying, 
381,  385,  424. 

Desertions,  encouraged,  L  378.  Effect 
of  tho  leniency  of  the  Commander-in- 
chief's  publications  respecting,  IX 
53.  Difficulty  of  apprehending  desert- 
ers in  Delaware,  77.  Frequent,  144- 
146.  Hessian,  from  the  Convention 
Troops.  299.  Numerous  American, 
391.  British,  550.  Pardoned  by 
Heath,  III.  13.  Lincoln  and  Stark, 
on  pardoning,  232,  284.  Of  fifty  from 
Wayne's  troops,  IV.  404.  See  Con- 
vention Troops. 

Destouches,  Chevalier,  HI.  250. 

Detroit,  I.  89,  130.  Expeditions  to,  pro- 
posed, II.  350,  394,  437.  Fortifica- 
tions at,  400.  Measures  for  obtaining 
information  as  to,  459.  On  reducing 
and  holding,  IIL 100, 475.  Draught  of 
the  works  of,  brought  by  Bawbee,  165. 
Clark's  proposed  expedition  against, 
176,324,456.  The  force  at,  474.  See 
Bhodhead. 

Dexter,  Samuel,  recommended  for 
the  commission  relative  to  the  British 
treaty,  IV.  479. 

Dickinson,  Philemon,  General,  I. 
275.  Commander  of  New  Jersey 
militia,  432,  434.  His  attack  on  Sta- 
ten  Island,  II.  23,  49.  Pursues  the 
British  across  New  Jersey,  146,  148. 
Movements  of,  during  the  mutiny  in 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  III.  205. 

Digby,  Robert,  Admiral,  arrival  of, 
III.  421. 

Digges,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Virgi- 
nia, on  parole,  III.  333. 

Dimon,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  I.  417. 

Dobbsys  Ferry,  enemy  at,  1. 301.  Removal 
of  stores  from,  302.  Enemy  march 
from.  305. 

Dorchester,  Lord,  (Sir  Guv  Carleton) 
disposition  of,  respecting  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  IV.  249.  On 
granting  to  him  permission  to  march 
troops  through  the  United  States 
against  the  Spanish  in  Louisiana,  347, 
350. 

Douglas.  Captain,  I.  44.    Major,  119. 

Drake,  Colonel,  1. 159,  II.  253. 

Drayton,  William  Henry,  drafts 
charges  against  officers  for  evacuating 
Tieonderoga,  II.  132.  On  the  battle 
of  Monmouth,  153. 

Dresden,  petition  from  a  convention  at, 
to  secure  Canada,  III.  68. 

Drtjmmond,  Lord,  on  terms  offered  by 
England,  1. 127.  Letter  of,  stopped, 
165. 

Duane,  James,  I.  252,  II.  444.  On  the 
siege  of  Charleston,  445 ;  money  mat- 
ters and  the  Confederation,  446.    On 
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the  army  and  its  new  arrangements, 
111.92,113.  On  the  prospects  for  1781, 
169.  Sends  the  freedom  of  Trenton  to 
Washington,  IV.  85.   Decision  by,  85. 

Dubois,  Colonel,  I.  331,  414,  508. 
Wounded ;  escapes  from  Fort  Montgo- 
mery, 442,  II.  59,  539,  541.  Defends 
posts  on  Hudson's  River,  59. 

Dubuysson,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  aid 
to  De  Kalb,  III.  75,  99. 

Duche\  Jacob,  an  Episcopal  clergy- 
man, letter  of,  to  Washington,  I.  448, 
II.  40. 

Dcjcoudray,  on  the  fortifications  on 
the  Delaware,  I.  381.  Proposal  of.  for 
a  camp  between  Wilmington  and  Phi- 
ladelphia, 433. 

Duer,  William,  on  a  committee  of 
the  New  York  Convention,  I.  330.  On 
an  inquiry  into  the  Ticonderoga  affair, 
II.  97,  98. 

Duggan,  Colonel,  I.  215. 

Dumas,  on  continuing,  at  the  Hague, 
IV.  393. 

Dunmoee,  Lord,  I.  64,  65,  83,  88,  122, 
224,  II.  488,  505. 

Duportail,  Chevalier,  I.  407,  408, 
II.  337.  Calculates  forces  for  North 
River,  353.  On  the  surrender  of 
Charleston,  450. 

Durkee,  Colonel,  I.  105,  417. 

Dwight,  Timothy,  H.  81. 


Easton,  James,  Colonel,  L  45,  475, 
493,  508. 

Eden,  Robert,  Governor,  seizure  of 
his  papers,  I.  203,  II.  494,  496.  On 
the  reconciliation  of  Great  Britain  and 
America,  108. 

Eden,  William,  British  commission- 
er, II.  109,  136. 

Edisto,  British  vessels  at,  II.  401,  402. 
Debarkation  there,  402. 

Edward,  Fort,  I.  186,  394,  396,  397; 
II.  514,  517,  524.    Evacuated,  III.  122. 

Edwards,  Jonathan,  receives  advance 
pay  for  Indians,  I.  253. 

Edwards,  Major,  repulses  the  enemy, 
II.  380.  Attacks  the  enemy  near 
Green  Spring  Farm,  III.  348. 

Elizabethtown,  II.  388,  389,  392.  Meet- 
ing of  commissioners  at,  for  exchange 
of  prisoners,  III.  496,  501. 

Elliot,  Andrew,  British  commis- 
sioner for  exchange  of  prisoners,  III. 
496. 

Elmore,  Samuel,  Colonel,  I.  270. 

Ely,  Major,  accompanies  Huntington 
to  Long  Island,  I.  281. 

Engineers,  ordinance  of  Louis  for,  trans- 
lated, I.  406.    Sent  over  by  Franklin 


and  Deane,  407, 408.  Taken  into  ser- 
vice, 407.  Their  rank  and  pay,  407, 
408,410,  II.  497.    Wanted  by  Lee, 499. 

Enlistments  and  reCnlistmcnts,  1. 50, 91, 99, 
103,  494.  In  Connecticut,  135,  142, 
254.  In  the  Southern  States,  150. 
Evils  of  short,  348,  361,  519.  After 
the  battle  of  Trenton,  317.  Difficulties 
respecting,  in  Virginia,  361,  II.  21, 126, 
230,  360.  In  Pennsylvania,  69,  479. 
Of  slaves,  in 'Rhode  Island,  78.  In 
Maryland,  84.  Additional  bounty  for, 
in  Virginia,  107,  230.  Lee  on,  215. 
In  Connecticut,  293.  In  Massachu- 
setts, 443,  462,  477.  In  Delaware, 
III.  14.  In  Pennsylvania,  20.  In 
Virginia,  73, 292.  Action  of  Congress 
respecting,  114.  In  New  England, 
after  the  revolt  in  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  224.  For  a  limited  period,  224. 
In  New  Hampshire,  385, 534.  Money 
for,  to  be  provided  by  the  States,  468. 
For  suppressing  the  Pennsylvania  in- 
surrection, IV.  461. 

Exos,  Roger,  Colonel,  I.  47.  Leaves 
Arnold,  92,  476. 

Eppes,  Frank,  II.  483. 

Estaing,  Count  d',  II.  155  - 159.  Ef- 
forts of,  to  debark,  157 :  to  pass  Sandy 
Hook,  158,  171.  Sails  for  Rhode 
Island,  160,  166.  Interview  of,  with 
Greene,  173,  178-180,  184.  Visited 
by  Lafayette,  174,  178.  Pursues  the 
British  fleet,  175.  Driven  off  and  in- 
jured bv  a  storm,  176, 180,  183.  Sails 
for  Boston,  178,  180,  182,  186,  198. 
Effects  of  the  arrival  of  his  fleet,  182  ; 
of  its  departure  for  Boston,  185,  188, 
190,  195,  203.  His  interviews  at  Bos- 
ton, 199, 207.  Departure  of,  237.  Pro- 
jects in  case  of  his  return,  309, 341 ,  344. 
Operations  of,  against  Savannah,  338. 
Gone  to  Europe,  363. 

Ettwein,  John,  on  the  Moravians,  II. 
87. 

Eustace,  Aid  to  General  Lee,  1. 153, 
203,  224,  322. 

EusTis,  II.  216. 

Eutaw  Springs,  action  at,  III.  407,  430. 

Expresses,  establishment  of,  by  Congress. 
I.  221.  Line  of,  from  the  south,  IL 
470.    To  the  army,  471. 

F. 

Fairfield,  surprised  by  the  enemy,  IX 
294. 

Fairly,  Major,  IV.  121. 

Falmouth,  burning  of,  by  Mowat,  I.  71, 
76,  122. 

Fat,  Joseph,  II.  260.  Major,  nego- 
tiates an  exchange  of  prisoners,  HL 
443,  446. 
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Fbbioer,  Christian,  Colonel.  III.  450. 

Federalist,  The,  a  work  on  the  Constitu- 
tion, by  James  Madison,  John  Jay, 
and  Alexander  Hamilton,  IV.  194. 

Ferguson,  Adam,  secretary  of  the 
commissioners  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  Conciliatory  Bills,  II.  136. 

Fermoy,  General,  I.  403. 

Few,  Colonel,  IIL  190,  191. 

Finances ;  A  merican,  1 1. 27 1 .  Movements 
on,  in  Congress,  309,  371,  873,  412, 
423,  446,  476.  Sad  condition  of  the, 
378,  412,  420.  New  plan  of,  adopted 
by  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts, 
447.  Morris  chosen  financier,  III. 
243.  Improvement  in,  353.  Sec  Pay% 
Public  Credit,  and  Public  Debt. 

Fish,  Nicholas,  Major,  I.  341. 

Fishbourn,  Major,  at  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  II.  151,  III.  193,  197. 

Fisheries,  American,  II.  280,  310,  311, 
III.  552,  IV.  1. 

FishJdll,  II.  15, 319,  320,  473. 

Fitzhuoh,  William,  II.  329,  332. 

Flags  Midi  flag-boats,  II.  62.  To  pass 
once  a  month,  243.  Suspected  and  dis- 
couraged, 369. 

Florida,  on  recovering  fugitives  to,  IV. 
385. 

Flying-Camp,  formation  of  the,  I.  257, 
274,  275,  286. 

Folsom,  Nathaniel,  on  a  committee 
for  regulating  the  armv,  II.  67. 

Foreign  Affairs,  Jay  chosen  secretary 
of,  IV.  87. 

Foreign  debt,  II.  234,  235.  See  Public 
debt. 

Forest,  M.  de  la,  IV.  417,  418. 

Forestalling,  II.  330.     Sec  Speculators. 

Forman,  General,  II.  148. 

Foster,  Benjamin,  I.  102. 

Foster,  Captain,  I.  220.  At  the  Ce- 
dars, 258,  522.  On  the  agreement  with, 
290,  521. 

Fox's  Mills,  enemy  routed  at,  III.  131. 

France,  application  to,  for  aid,  I.  163. 
Arrival  of  arms  from,  358.  Treaty  of, 
with  the  United  States,  11.116,  117, 
124.  Laurens,  on  borrowing  money 
from,  234.  Promise  of  arms  and  am- 
munition from,  384.  Laurens  sent  to, 
to  solicit  aid,  III.  140.  Supplies  and 
money  from,  286,  379,  422,  483.  Ship 
voted  to  the  King  of,  531.  Calonne*s 
plan  of  Provisional  Assemblies  in,  IV. 
169,  199.  Progress  of  liberal  ideas 
in,  255,  284,  310,  321,  376.  Near  to 
anarchy,  270.  On  a  commercial  trea- 
ty with,  311,  313,  322.  Proceedings 
of  the  National  Assembly  of,  344. 
National  Guard  of,  345.  Constitution 
for,  373,  374,  376,  377.  On  payments 
to,  by  shipments  to  Ilispamola,  383, 


384,  415.  On  further  payments  to, 
419,  421,  425.  See  French,  Lafay- 
ette, Laurens,  and  Luzerne. 

Francis,  Colonel,  I.  253. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  I.  55,  82,  185, 
511,513.  Visits  Braintrec,  72.  His 
row-galleys,  75,  76.  On  Belton's  pro- 
position to  destroy  the  enemy's  ships, 
263.  Commissioner  to  meet  British 
commissioners,  289.  His  engagement 
of  French  engineers,  407,  408,  411. 
His  recommendation  of  Chastcllux, 

II.  417.  Agency  of,  in  France,  IIL 
.268,  269,   285,    379.    Returns    from 

France,  IV.  110.  His  grandson,  110. 
Fraser,  Simon,  General,  1.227,  II.  522. 
Frazer,  Major,  I.  204.    Attempts  the 

surprise  of  Marion,  and  is  repulsed, 

III.  538. 

Frederic  the  Second,  King  of  Prus- 
sia, IV.  429. 

Fredericksburg,  stores  at,  II.  487. 

Freire,  Chevalier  de,  Minister  from 
Spain  to  the  United  States,  IV.  356. 357. 

French,  Christofher,  Major,  at  Que- 
bec, I.  266. 

French  army,  IL  175.  Under  Rocham- 
beau,  arrives  at  Newport,  IIL  12,  28 
On  speedy  cooperations  with  the,  51, 
65.  Junction  of  the,  with  the  Ameri- 
can, 363. 

French  fled,  under  Count  d'Estaing,  IL 
155,  455.  From  Brest,  456.  Under 
Ternay,  arrives  at  Newport,  IIL  12, 
28.  Measures  for  effecting  a  function 
of  the  two  squadrons,  54.  Expect- 
ed in  the  Chesapeake  to  act  against 
Portsmouth,  265.  Under  DeGrasse, 
270.  Encounters  the  British  off  the 
Capes,  271.  Second  division  of  the, 
341.  See  Estaing,  Grasse,  Ro- 
chambeau,  and  Ternay. 

Frye,  Joseph,  Brigadier-General,  L 
125. 

Fugitives,  on  the  delivery  of,  IV.  885. 

Fulton,  Robert,  on  canals,  IV.  496. 


Gadsden,  Christopher,  treatment  o£ 
at  St.  Augustine,  III.  376.  Facts  re- 
specting, 377. 

Gage,  Thomas,  General,  I.  471. 

Galloway.  Joseph,  I.  363,  II.  56. 

Galphin,  John,  of  the  Creek  Nation, 
IV.  277,  279,  282. 

Galvan,  Maior,  II.  384,  470,  III.  301, 
303.  Attacks  the  front  of  the  enemy, 
348. 

Galvez,  Don  Bernardo  de,  III.  414. 

Gansevoort,  Colonel,  I.  548,  IL  135, 
472.  To  protect  the  country  near 
Crown  Point,  134. 
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Gardoqui,  Don  Diego,  Ckargi  ^af- 
faires from  Spain,  III.  378,  IV.  11*2, 
187,248.300. 
Gates,  Horatio,  Major-General,  I. 
7,  59,  84.  137,  141.  203.  Arrival  of, 
at  Congress,  205.  Detached  to  Cana- 
da, 225,  239,  241,  251.  His  arrival  in 
the   Northern  Department,  426,   427, 

II.  533.  On  the  condition  of  affairs, 
I.  427,  437.  His  instructions  to  Ar- 
nold, 535.  On  the  retreat  of  the  Bri- 
tish from  Crown  Point,  548.  His  des- 
patches to  Congress  on  the  defeat  of 
feurgoyne,  II.  13.  HLi  objections  to 
reenforeing  the  main  army,  27,  32,  38. 
On  observing  the  terms  of  Burgoyne's 
capitulation,  48.  Appointed  to  the 
Board  of  War,  60,  67.  Takes  post 
at  White  Plains,  144.  Marches  to 
Hartford,  349,  359.  Unfriendly  to  the 
Commander-in-chief,  367,  III.  280. 
Ordered  to  the  Southern  Department, 
11.477.  On  the  promotion  of  Morgan, 

III.  29.  Defeated  at  Camden,  66,  73, 
76,  107,  108,  188.  His  distresses  for 
provisions  and  transportation,  139. 
Inquiry  into  his  conduct,  165,  168, 
280,  319,  420,  529.  Invited  to  join 
the  army,  528. 

Genet,  Minister  of  the  French  Re- 
public, IV.  425.     Successor  to,  432, 

'  439.     On  seizing  his  papers,  439. 

Geneva,  on  the  transfer  of  the  College 
of,  to  the  United  States,  IV.  465. 

George,  Fort,  I.  7,  110,189,  393,  396, 
399.  Abandoned  and  burnt,  II.  514. 
Surrender  of,  III.  133,  442. 

George,  Lake,  I.  6.   Bateaux  at,  223, 224. 

Georgia,  troops  to  be  raised  by,  I.  131. 
Mcintosh's  accounts  of,  148, 1*68.  Mo- 
ravians in,  II.  90.  Excursion  from  St. 
Augustine  into,  242.  Troops  of,  for 
defending  Charleston,  346  ;  for  defend- 
ing itself,  347.  Exposed  and  import- 
ant, 504,  506,  508.  On  recovering, 
III.  52,  64,  188.  Militia  of,  to  join 
Morgan,  190.  Exposed  to  Indian 
hostilities,  IV.  300.     See  Savannah. 

Gerard,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
France  to  the  United  States,  II.  158, 
159,  161,  195.  Goes  to  camp,  273, 
279,  281.  His  farewell  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, 335. 

German  Flats,  I.  253.  Troops  at,  III. 
336. 

Germantown,  battle  of,  I.  445,  n.  1. 

Gerry,  Elbridoe.  I.  435.  On  a  com- 
mittee for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the 
army,  II.  66.  Delegate  to  the  Gene- 
ral 'Convention,  IV.  166.  His  objec- 
tions to  the  Constitution,  193,  203. 

Gibbs.  Major,  II.  202,  208. 

Gibson,  John,  Colonel,  II.  360,  438. 
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439,  III.  85,  397, 453.  To  join  Clark, 
323.     Commands  at  Fort  Pitt,  324. 

Gimat,  Colonel,  III.  301,  344.  426. 

Girty,  Simon,  III.  523,  IV.  379. 

Gist,  Nathaniel,  Colonel,  I.  431,  II. 
360.  General,  opposes  the  enemy  at 
Combahee  River,  III.  530.  Takes  a 
galley,  538. 

Gloucester,  British  works  at,  III.  343. 
British  land  at,  and  fortify,  366,  380, 
389.  Stores  at,  taken  possession  of, 
427.    Battery  left  at,  526. 

GlOver,  John,  General,  II.  25.  To 
join  the  main  army,  32, 33, 37,  42.  Has 
charge  of  the  Convention  Troops,  49, 
72.  Asks  a  dismission,  73 :  327,  328, 
535. 

Goddard,  William,  proposition  of, 
to  publish  General  Lee's  manuscripts, 
IV.  105,  443. 

Gordon,  George,  Lord,  letters  of,  in- 
tercepted, III.  61. 

Gordon,  William,  IV.  436. 

Gorham,  Nathaniel,  Delegate  to  the 
General  Convention,  IV.  166. 

Gouvion,  a  French  engineer,  I.  407, 
408.  Colonel,  II.  340,  III.  81, 146,322. 
At  Jeffery's  Hook,  159.  Despatched 
to  the  French  squadron  and  to  Steu- 
ben's camp,  249,  251,  255. 

Graham,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Catharine 
Macaulay,  IV.  100,  138,  283. 

Graham,  Colonel,  II.  144,  168. 

Grasse,  Count  de,  III.  270.  On  co- 
operating with,  341, 342-344,  368, 392. 
398,  400,401,  406,  436.  Arrival  of, 
401,406;  419,431.  Defeat  of,  in  the 
West  Indies,  506.  507,  513. 

Graves,  Admiral,  III.  35,  36,  54.  Ex- 
pected to  relieve  Cornwallis,  III.  421. 

Gray,  Ebenezer,  Colonel,  defeats  the 
enemy's  attempt  on  Rahway,  II.  391. 

Grayson,  William,  Colonel,  I.  184. 
Collecting  a  regiment  in  Virginia, 
362.  On  the  sale  and  cession  of  west- 
em  lands,  IV.  102,  132.  On  the  re- 
fusal to  surrender  the  western  posts, 
133. 

Great  Britain,  excitement  in,  on  the 
treaty  with  France,  II.  118.  Refusal 
by,  of  the  mediation  of  Spain,  333. 
Disturbances  and  troubles  in.  III.  173. 
On  the  sending  of  a  minister  from,  to 
the  United  States,  IV.  325,351,352. 
Difficulty  between  Spain  and,  337, 
347.  349.  On  taking  part  in  it,  347, 
349.  On  sending  a  minister  to,  351. 
Aggressions  by,  on  the  eastern  and 
northern  frontiers,  364.  Appointment 
of  an  envoy  extraordinary  to,  448, 
452.  Rufus  King,  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to,  491.  War  between  Spain 
and,  491. 
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Greaton,  John,  Colonel,  at  Sorel,  I. 
218,  512. 

Green  Spring  Farm,  action  near.  III. 
347. 

Greene.  Christopher,  Colonel,  in 
the  expedition  to  Quebec,  I.  47,48.  At 
the  Fort  at  Red  Bank,  II.  3.  Reen- 
forccs  Fort  Mifflin,  8.  His  brave  de- 
fence of  the  fort  at  Red  Bank,  12.  On 
the  state  of  fortifications  on  the  De- 
laware, 43.  At  Hartford,  359.  At 
Butts's  Hill,  III.  36,  42. 
Greene,  Nathanael,  General,  I.  206. 
On  Loii£  Island,  263.  On  milita- 
ry operations,  297-304.  Dissatisfied 
with  his  orders  to  Lee,  306.  Has  a 
separate  command  in  New  Jersey, 
352.  Appointed  as  quarter-master, 
II.  95,  163, 274.  Despatched  to  Count 
d'Estaing,  173,  178;  to  Providence, 
174.  On  the  forces  and  fortifications 
in  Rhode  Island,  188.  On  the  battle 
and  retreat,  192.  Application  of,  to 
resign  as  quarter-master,  273, 279, 429. 
On  the  deplorable  condition  of  his  de- 
partment, 371,  405,  424,  426.  Cen- 
sures the  views  of  the  army  by  Con- 
gress, 424.  Altercations  in  Congress 
respecting,  428.  On  combined  opera- 
tions against  New  York,  455.  On 
public  explanations  for  movements 
of  the  army,  III.  46.  His  resignation 
as  quarter-master,  48,  53,  78.  To 
command  the  Southern  Army,  116, 
119,  123,  137,  139,  179.  On  the  con- 
dition of  the  Southern  Department, 
137,  150,  166,  191,  207,  214.  His 
plans,  138,  140.  Notices  Morgan's 
victory,  2 1 4,  2 1 7.  Pursuit  of,  by  Corn- 
wallis ;  his  manoeuvres,  225,  233,  236, 
244.  Sufferings  of  his  troops,  234, 
465,  490,  524.  Pursues  Cornwallis, 
254,  257,  282,  291.  Reenforced  by 
Virginia  troops,  258-260,  266,  267, 
278.  Unsuccessful  in  an  action  with 
Cornwallis,  266.  Junction  of  Lafay- 
ette with,  267,  278,  287,  296,  299.  Car- 
ries the  war  into  South  Carolina,  278, 
287.  Before  Camden,  307,  309.  His 
plans  for  cooperation  against  the  ene- 
my. 368,  406.  Threatens  retaliation 
in  the  case  of  Hayne,  393,  431.  Bat- 
tle of  Eutaw  Springs,  407.  Sickness 
among  his  troops,  430, 524,  538.  Re- 
enforced,  433,  448.  465,  471,  476,  486  j 
490.  Takes  post  at  Ashley  River, 
524,  529*  On  the  evacuation  and  for- 
tification of  Charleston,  535,  541,  IV. 
3.  On  discontents  in  the  army  and 
marching  troops  to  the  north,  4,  33, 
37.  Complimented  with  cannon,  51. 
His  death,  145. 
Greene,  William,  Governor,  on  the 


evacuation  of  Rhode  Island.  IL  341, 
On  efforts  to  raise  troops.  III.  8. 

Greenwich,  Connecticut,  Colonel  Webb 
to  take  his  station  at,  I.  21,  37. 

Gregory,  General,  HI.  264.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  Dismal  Swamp,  365. 
To  collect  forces  and  press  near  to 
Portsmouth,  367. 

Grenville,  Lord,  IV.  454,  471. 

Griffin,  I.  8,  23, 152.  Resignation  of, 
161. 

Griffin,  Cyrus,  IV.  203.  Commis- 
sioner to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  South- 
em  Indians,  272,  273,  278. 

Groton,  Arnold's  ravages  at,  III.  404, 
423,  437. 

Guichen,  Count  de,  III.  58,  105. 

Guilford  Court-House,  arrival  of  troops 
at,  III.  227,  233.  Enemy  moves  to- 
ward, 245,  260.    Action  at,  66,  283. 


Hague,  on  continuing  Dumas  at  the, 
IV.  393. 

Haldimand,  Frederick,  Governor 
of  Canada,  on  delivering  np  posts 
according  to  treaty,  IV.  39,  41. 

Half-pay  for  officers,  discussed  in  Con- 
gress, II.  Ill,  119,  311.  Voted,  III. 
126,  145.  Commutation  of,  559,  IV. 
8,  14,  21.  See  Commutation,  and  Offi* 
cei-s. 

Halifax,  inquiries  with  a  view  to  attack- 
ing, II.  456,  460.  Forces  at,  460. 
Chart  of,  461.  Sketch  of,  obtained, 
IIL  61. 

Halsted,  John,  Commissary,  I.  507. 

Hambleton,  Colonel,  III.  246. 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  Aid  to  the 
Commander-in-chief,  IL  24-30,  32- 
38,  42.  His  letter  to  Putnam,  39, 549. 
Efforts  of,  to  procure  intelligence  while 
the  British  arc  crossing  New  Jersey, 
145,  147,  149.  His  interview  with 
Count  d'Estaing,  160,  166.  At  Great 
Egg  Harbor,  337.  Meets  commis- 
sioners for  exchange  of  prisoners,  415. 
On  the  movements  of  Knyphauscn 
from  Staten  Island  to  New  Jersey, 
469.  Furnishes  Steuben  with  a  plan 
of  the  arrangement  of  the  army,  III. 
1 26.  Desires  military  distinction,  1 52. 
Recommended  for  adjutant-general, 
159.  His  virtues,  abilities,  and  ser- 
vices, 252,  297,  300,  488.  Nominated 
secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  253. 
Applies  for  command,  297,  300.  At 
Yorktown,  426.  On  the  continuance 
of,  in  the  army,  488.  In  Congress  j 
on  the  discontents  of  the  armv.  549,  . 
IV.  6,  8,  10,  12,  1"7,  21.  On  the  Pro-  \ 
visional  Articles  of  Peace,  6.    On  the 
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public  debt  and  public  credit,  19. 
Chairman  of  a  committee  for  peace 
arrangements,  22.  On  alterations  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  Cincinnati  So- 
ciety, 121.  Delegate  to  the  General 
Convention,  166;  172,  189.  On  Steu- 
ben's claims  and  necessities,  189.  On 
succors  to  the  French  in  Hispaniola, 
384,  415.  Replies  to  calumnies,  406. 
Differs  from  Jefferson  respecting  the 
firing  on  the  Little  Sarah,  484. 

Hamilton.  Henry,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, in  jail,  II.  322,  336,  361.  Not  to 
be  exchanged,  III.  99. 

Hampton,  Colonel,  attacks  the  enemy, 
III.  348. 

Hancock,  John.  I.  55,  176,  205.  On 
the  attack  on  Gcrmantown,  II.  1.  Re- 
signs the  presidency  of  Congress,  8, 
18.  Escort  for,  9, 18.  Aids  d'Estaing 
and  urges  his  return  to  Newport,  189. 
Visited  by  d'Estaing  and  Lafayette, 
199J207.  On  arms  lodged  in  camp 
fofthe  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
HI.  149.  His  letter  to  the  Command- 
er-in-chief on  his  retiring  from  the 
army,  IV.  49.  Favors  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  186,  205.  Pre- 
sides over  the  Convention  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  205. 
Tenders  hospitalities  to  the  President, 
289. 

Hand,  Edward,  Colonel,  I.  302.  Ge- 
neral, 431,  IU.  159. 

Hanson,  John,  President  of  Congress, 
III.  439. 

Harbors,  plan  for  executing  the  law  to 
fortify,  IV.  446. 

Hardin,  Colonel,  IV.  404,  405. 

IIarmab,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  attacks 
the  enemy  near  Green  Spring  Farm, 
III.  348.  General;  expedition  of, 
against  Indians,  IV.  399. 

Harmar,  Fort,  treaty  at,  IV.  399. 

Harris.  James,  mannger  of  the  James 
River  Company,  IV.  129. 

Harrison,  Benjamin,  on  a  committee 
to  visit  the  army,  I.  55,  82.  Chosen 
Speaker  of  the  House,  in  Virginia, 
11.128.  Governor,  III.  482.  Exertions 
of,  to  raise  men.  483.  On  shares  of  Po- 
tomac and  James  River  Companies, 
voted  to  Washington,  IV.  57, 89.  His 
reelection  to  the  chair,  119. 

Hartford,  meeting  of  the  French  and 
American  commanders  at,  III.  90. 
Commissioners  to  meet  the  conven- 
tion at,  136. 

Haskell,  Major,  IV.  243. 

Hawkins,  Benjamin,  on  acts  of  North 
Carolina,  IV.  70.  Indian  vocabulary 
by,  165.  His  vote ;  takes  a  retrospect 
of  Indian  affairs,  398. 


Hawley,  Joseph,  I.  229. 

Hay,  Udney,  Colonel,  I.  262,  393,  IIL 

81. 
Hay,  Major,  in  confinement,  II.  361, 

III.  99. 
Hayne,  Isaac,  Colonel,  executed  by 

the  enemy,  and  retaliation  threatened, 

IH.393,  431,448,  533. 
Hazelwood,  John,  Commodore,  IL 

12,  20.    On  cooperation  between  the 

fleet  and  army,  18,  19. 
Hazen,  Moses,  Colonel,  I.  240,  515, 

533.    Refuses  to  take  charge  of  goods 

sent  from  Montreal  by  Arnold,  528. 

Commended,  510,  511,  II.  257,  388, 

III.  399.    Ordered  to    Caghnawaga, 

337,  339.  Mutiny  in  his  regiment, 
337. 

Head  of  Elk,  Lafayette's  march  to,  HI. 
248,  254,  255.  Stores  deposited  at, 
394,  398. 

Heath,  William,  Major-General,  L 
276,  307.  Summons  Fort  Independ- 
ence to  surrender,  and  retreats,  328, 
332,  333,  337.      Censured,   332,  336, 

338.  On  providing  for  the  Convention 
Troops,  II.  16.  Visited  by  Count 
d'Estaing  and  Lafayette,  199.  His 
march  to  Feekskill,  325,  327.  On 
bounties  for  recruits,  443.  On  forces 
at  Halifax,  460;  and  Penobscot,  461. 
Efforts  of,  in  the  recruiting  service,  462. 
Takes  command  at  West  Point,  IU. 
117.  Mission  of,  to  Connecticut  for 
supplies,  312. 

Heckewelder,  John,  U.  439,  HI. 
63,  85. 

Henry,  Patrick,  I.  361,  II.  20,  52. 
On  movements  against  Indians,  261. 
On  Washington's  accepting  shares  in 
the  Potomac  and  James  River  com- 
panies, IV.  93.  Declines  the  mission 
to  the  General  Convention,  168.  Op- 
poses the  Constitution,  185,  226,  240. 
Proposes  another  General  Convention, 
241. 

Henry,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  bravery  of, 
on  Rhode  Island,  II.  193. 

Herkimer,  General,  Sir  John  John- 
son and,  I.  427,  II.  518 

Herkimer,  Fort,  III.  134. 

Herringtown,  skirmish  near,  IL  211,  223. 

Hertzbero,  Comte  de,  IV.  428. 

Hessians,  engaged  by  the  British.  1. 172, 
201,  515.  On  exchanging  for  Lee, 
322,  323.  At  Fort  Independence,  328. 
On  Rhode  Island  and  under  Bur- 
goyne,  334,  II.  512.  On  Staten 
Island,  I.  419.  Captured  at  Benning- 
ton, 425,  II.  522.  Desert,  299,  324, 
IIL  97,  142. 

Heth,  William,  Captain,  to  accom- 
pany Clark,  III.  323. 
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Higginson,  Stephen,  rccom mended 
as  commissioner  relative  to  the  Bri- 
tish treaty,  IV.  479. 

Uiqhlands,  guarded,  I.  141,  273,  307. 
Should  be  taken  possession  of,  296. 
Reinforcements  for  the,  371,  376. 
Apprehensions  for  the,  418,  II.  536- 
538.  Passes  in  the,  taken  possession 
of,  by  General  Parsons,  5.  Evacuated, 
544,  546. 

Rispaniola,  shipments  to,  from  the 
United  States  on  account  of  France, 
IV.  382  -  385.  Application  for  further 
aid  to,  415. 

Hitchcock,  Colonel.  I.  305,  310. 

Hobbt,  Major,  I.  40,  1 19. 

Hog  an,  General,  arrives  at  Charleston, 
II.  404. 

Holland,  III.  285,  IV.  92,  101,  109, 
339. 

Hood,  Admiral,  III.  531. 

Hopkins,  Ezekiel,  Commodore,  L 
189.  On  attacking  British  ships  in 
the  Sound,  293. 

Hopkinson,  Francis,  on  Duchess  let- 
ter to  Washington,  II.  40. 

Hosmer,  Titus,  II.  197. 

IIoudon.  M.,  his  merits  and  works; 
statue  of  Washington  by,  IV.  84,  106, 
107. 

Howard,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  III.  227. 

Howe,  Lord,  commissioner  to  effect  a 
reconciliation,  1. 153,  287.  Anchors  in 
Chesapeake  Bav,  429.  Pursuit  of,  by 
Count  d'Estaing,  II.  175,  177,  183. 
Arrival  of,  202,  205. 

Howe,  Robert,  Brigadier-General,  I. 
161,  165,  241,  II.  485.  Retreats 
from  Savannah,  245.  Movements  of, 
against  Verplanck's  Point,  and  re- 
treat, 319-321.  On  leaving  the  com- 
mand at  West  Point  with,  III.  2. 

Howe,  Sir  William,  I.  Ill,  188. 
Commissioner  to  effect  a  reconcilia- 
tion, 287.  Conference  with,  288,  450. 
On  exchange  of  prisoners,  289.  On 
balls  cut  and  fixed  to  the  ends  of 
nails,  291.  His  treatment  of  Lee,  357. 
Express  sent  to,  from  Burgoyne,  398. 
Flag  sent  to,  on  compelling  prisoners 
to  labor  on  British  works,  II.  3.  Re- 
enforcements  for,  from  New  York,  16, 
25,  547.  Reasons  for  not  attacking, 
63. 

IIowtawTs  Ferry,  III.  42,  45. 

Howley,  Richard,  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia, encourages  the  enlistment  of  ne- 
groes, III.  515. 

Hdddy,  Joshua,  Captain,  ILL  500, 
506,  519. 

Huger,  Mrs.,  treatment  of,  by  the  Bri- 
tish, HI.  181. 

Hug  eh,  General,  III.  312. 


Hughes,  Colonel.  L  428,  HL  123,  212, 
511.  Aid  to  General  Gates,  H.  25, 
III.  239. 

Hughs,  Major,  commander  at  Fort 
Schuyler,  III.  135. 

Hull,  William,  Colonel.  HI.  193, IV. 
59. 

Humphreys,  David,  IV.  148.  Com- 
missioner to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
Indians,  272  -  282.  Appointments  of, 
to  Spain,  355-358.  Recommends 
Barlow  for  a  negotiator  with  the  grand 
Seignior,  488. 

Humpton.  Colonel,  in  the  expedition 
to  Bull's  Ferry,  III.  38. 

Huntington,  Benjamin,  despatched 
to  Long  Island,  I.  281. 

Huntington,  Jedediah,  Colonel,  I. 
5,  417,  II.  308.  On  a  peace  establish- 
ment, IV.  27. 

Huntington,  Samuel,  resigns  the 
presidency  of  Congress,  III.  352. 

Hess,  John,  first  Moravian  settlement 
by  the  followers  of,  II.  91. 

Hyrne,  Major,  III.  218,  448. 


Illinois,  conquest  of,  II.  261 . 

Impost  duty,  III.  554.  Rejected,  IV.  3, 
38.    Accepted,  58,  69,  163. 

Impressments,  project  of,  for  fitting  out 
the  Alliance,  III.  220,  231.  Of  horses 
and  teams,  238,  331,  351.  Of  vessels, 
398.  Encouraged  in  the  operations 
against  Cornwallis,  409.  Of  American 
seamen  in  British  ports,  IV.  396. 

Independence,  American,  I.  193,  202, 
256.  Duchc*  on,  449.  Acknowledg- 
ment of,  in  Prussia,  II.  117.  Tendency 
of  Virginia  legislation  to  secure,  128. 
British  commissioners  to  acknow- 
ledge, 137,  141, 142.  On  acknowledg- 
ment of,  by  Great  Britain,  279,  310, 
383.  Insinuations  respecting,  310. 
Overtures  for  peace  must  contain  an 
acknowledgment  of,  IH.  521.  Ac- 
knowledged, IV.  1,  33. 

Independence,  Fort,  L  299,  328,  332, 
333. 

Independence,  Mount,  excursion  against, 
II.  526,  528,  530,  531,  534. 

Indian  affairs,  Commissioners  for,  ap- 
pointed, 15,  252.  Hawkins's  retro- 
spect on,  IV.  398. 

Indian  vocabulary,  for  the  Empress  of 
Russia,  IV.  125,  165. 

Indians,  I.  12,  II.  254,  521.  A  confer- 
ence with,  at  Albany,  I,  15,  22.  Ap- 
prehensions from,  16.  Aid  of,  sought 
by  Carleton,  22.  At  St.  John's,  40, 41, 
44.    At  Fort  Pitt,  come  in  slowly  to 
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the  commissioners,  66.  Congress  on 
employing,  222,  226,  235,  253,  259, 
268.  Apprehensions  from,  in  Tryon 
county,  II.  255.  Employed  by  Ame- 
ricans, 515.  At  Princeton  College, 
503.  Measures  respecting,  in  a  peace 
establishment,  IV.  28.  On  introduc- 
ing husbandry  and  civilization  among, 
360.    Injustice  to,  399. 

Indians,  Caghnawaga,  I.  44,  220,  463. 

Indians,  Canadian,  I.  4,  6,  23,  44,  535. 
Friendly  and  hostile,  220,  462,  463. 
Attack  Americans,  232.  Treatment 
by,  of  prisoners  taken  at  the  Cedars, 
520.    La  Chine  in  danger  from,  524. 

Indiana,  Cherokee,  L  431,  II.  261. 
Movements  against,  507,  509,  III. 
237,  247.  Meeting  of,  at  Estanaula, 
IV.  402.    Friendly,  403. 

Indians,  Creek,  interviews  of,  with  the 
commissioners  for  making  a  treaty, 
IV.  274,  277-279;  315,  318,  403,  404, 
435.  Interference  of  a  Spanish  agent 
with,  404 ;  435. 

Indians,  Delaware,  II.  416,  449,  III. 
274.  At  war  with  the  Senecas,  163. 
Attack  on,  near  Fort  Pitt,  502. 

Indians,  Florida,  I.  149. 

Indians,  Mohegan  and  Stockbridge,  I. 
235,  268. 

Indians,  Ohio,  treaty  with,  I.  89. 

Indians,  Oneida,  I.  527,  II.  52. 

Indians,  Seneca,  III.  163.  Pickering's 
conference  with,  IV.  358. 

Indians,  Shawanese,  II.  437,  III.  473. 

Indians,  Six  Nations,  Conference  with, 
at  Albany,  I.  22.  Treaty  between 
New  York  and  the,  IV.  79,  80.  Pick- 
ering invited  to  be  superintendent  of 
the,  460.  Must  not  join  the  western 
Indians,  367.  Invited  to  a  meeting, 
367.    See  Sullivan. 

Indians,  Southern,  IV.  272-282,  300. 

Indians,  Western,  movements  against, 
and  successes,  II.  261,  264,  313,  394, 
III.  10,  32.  Probability  of  their  join- 
ing the  expedition  against  Detroit,  II. 
350.  Hostilities  and  murders  by,  416, 
439,  449,  458,  III.  9,  63,  77,  91,  163, 
244,  397,  466,  501,  IV.  367.  Combi- 
nation of,  with  British,  III.  176.  See 
Broduead,  Clark,  and  Sulli- 
van. 

Indians,  Wyandot,  III.  32,  91.  Expe- 
dition against,  32-34,  77,  85,  120. 
Commit  depredations,  IV.  366. 

Innes,  Colonel,  IIL  304,  IV.  481. 

Irvine,  William,  Colonel,  captured, 
I.  218,  525,  531.  Brigadier-General, 
III.  38,  198.  Details  the  state  of  af- 
fairs at  Fort  Pitt,  452,472,  501.  On 
an  expedition  against  Detroit,  473 ; 
against  Sandusky,  509,  516,  522. 

45* 


hte-aux-Noix,  L  28,  41,  45,  280,  526. 
American  troops  at,  40,  42,  44.  Un- 
healthy, and  abandoned,  231,  238,240. 
Enemy's  forces  at,  III.  539. 

Isle-aux-Tttes,  I.  536,  539,  540. 

Isle-la-Motte,  I.  232,  240,  243,  541. 

Ivernois,  M.  de,  proposition  of,  to 
transplant  the  college  of  Geneva  to 
America,  IV.  465. 

Izard,  Ralph,  II.  117. 


J. 


Jackson,  Colonel,  LL  26,  143,  359,521. 
Pursues  the  Britshin  New  Jersey,  147, 
150.  Bravery  of,  on  Rhode  Island, 
193. 

Jamaica,  British  troops  sent  to,  II.  312. 

James  River  Company,  one  hundred 
shares  in  the,  voted  to  Washington, 
IV.  57,  89,  93,  97, 119,  464.  Progress 
in  the  business  of  the,  129. 

Jameson,  John,  Major,  II.  153.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel, III.  83,  101,  102. 

Jay,  John,  President  of  Congress,  II. 
268.  On  invidious  treatment  of  the 
Commander-in-chief,  269.  On  Arnold's 
project  of  a  settlement  in  western  New 
York,  292.  Minister  to  Spain,  III. 
378,  517.  Opposed  to  the  Cincinnati 
Society,  IV.  61.  Secretary  of  foreign 
affairs,  87.  Publishes  correspondence, 
128,  130.  On  future  prospects  of  the 
country,  134, 153.  On  a  General  Con- 
vention, 131, 154.  On  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  227,  228.  Envoy 
extraordinary  to  Great  Britain,  452. 
His  negotiations,  452,  454,  458,  470. 
Instructions  to,  respecting  neutral 
navigation,  454.  His  treaty,  470.  On 
commissioners  relative  to  the  treaty, 
479. 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  Governor,  on  ex- 
peditions and  successes  against  west- 
ern Indians,  313,  394.  On  confining 
Governor  Hamilton,  322,  336,  361. 
On  flags  of  truce,  and  Colonel  Bland's 
expenses,  369.  On  the  defeat  of  Gates, 
III.  73.  On  the  removal  of  the  Con- 
vention Troops,  124,  129,  142,  154. 
Transmits  to  the  Commander-in-chief 
Leslie's  intercepted  letter,  143.  Re- 
tires from  the  office  of  governor,  327, 
333.  On  the  cession  of  western  terri- 
tory by  Virginia,  IV.  62.  On  west- 
ern inland  navigation  from  the  Po- 
tomac River,  63, 108.  On  the  statue 
of  Washington  by  Houdon,  84,  107. 
Minister  in  France,  87,  143.  Value 
of  his  services,  184, 200, 218.  Appoint- 
ed secretary  of  state,  305.  On  Bar- 
clay's mission,  and  British  aggressions 
on  the  boundaries,  363.   Excursion  of, 
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to  Lake  Charaplain,  374.  On  the  de- 
livery of  fugitives,  385.  Letters  of, 
published  without  his  sanction,  408, 
482.  On  paying  the  salaries  of  French 
consul,  418.  Reasons  of,  for  declin- 
ing Genet's  proposition  respecting  the 
debt  to  France,  425.  On  transferring 
»o  the  United  States  the  college  of 
Geneva,  465.  Never  writes  for  the 
public  papers,  483.     On  crops,  485. 

Jenifer,  Daniel  op  St.  Thomas,  I. 
245,  III.  3. 

Johnson,  Guy,  Colonel,  I.  7,  24,  41. 

Johnson,  Sir  John.  I.  383,  427,  II. 
515.  Pursuit  of,  after  the  action  at 
Fox's  Mills,  III.  132.  Force*  under, 
133. 

Johnson,  Sir.  William,  hostility  of, 
1. 15.  Protects  a  sheriff*,  16.  Son  of, 
killed,  44.    Incursion  by,  II.  474. 

Johnson,  Thomas,  on  the  condition 
of  Maryland  and  the  Constitution, 
IV.  195. 

Johnson,  Colonel,  despatched  to  Mount 
Independence,  II.  526,  528-530,  536  ; 
to  Philadelphia  respecting  the  mutiny 
in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  III.  193. 

Johnston,  Francis,  Colonel,  II.  71. 

Johnstone,  George,  Governor,  com- 
missioner for  carrying  into  effect  Lord 
North's  Bills,  II.  136.  Letters  by,  136, 
141,  195,  221. 

Jones,  Daniel,  a  British  major-gene- 
ral, II.  122. 

Jones,  Joseph,  II.  476.  On  coopera- 
tion with  the  French  forces,  III.  51. 
On  a  resignation  in  the  armv,  78.  On 
parties  in  Congress,  103.  On  discus- 
sions respecting  the  public  debt,  554, 
IV.  34. 

Jones,  Paul,  m.  161,  242.  Goes  to 
Europe,  IV.  192.  In  the  Russian  ser- 
vice, 219,  307.  Mission  of,  to  Den- 
mark, 308. 

K. 

Kalb,  Baron  de,  II.  94, 448,  471,  m.  4. 
In  the  Southern  Department,  52,  75. 
Killed,  76.  Sufferings  of  his  troops, 
107. 

Kbarslet,  Captain,  II.  311. 

Kenhawa,  Fort,  burnt,  L  89. 

Kentucky,  troops  for  defending,  II.  230. 
Indian  expedition  against,  III.  119; 
IV.  245,  251.  Enticements  of  emi- 
grants from,  to  the  Spanish  territory, 
252.    Faction  in,  451. 

Killbuck.  an  Indian,  has  a  son  and 
brother  at  Princeton  College,  III.  503. 

King,  Rufus,  Delegate  to  the  General 
Convention,  IV.  166.  On  the  adop- 
tion by  Massachusetts  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  202,  206.  Recommended 


for  commissioner  relative  to  the  Bri- 
tish treaty,  479.  Minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  Great  Britain,  491.  On  the 
execution  of  the  treaty,  499. 

King's  Bridge,  I.  141,  2*78.  British  ves- 
sels at  260.  Troops  march  to,  270, 
272.    Force  at,  418. 

King's  Ferry,  enemy's  fleet  at,  II.  307, 
339,  III.  90. 

Kingston,  burnt,  II.  14,  62,  543. 

Kinloch,  Mrs.,  capture  of,  by  the  Bri- 
tish, III.  180. 

Knight,  Dr.,  captured  and  escapes, 
111.  522-524. 

Knox,  Henry,  goes  to  Ticonderoga 
for  cannon  and  military  6tores,  I.  87. 
Colonel  of  artillery,  91.  His  difficnl- 
tics  and  success,  94,  135.  On  the  rank 
of  French  artillery  officers,  379.  On 
embarrassments  in  the  duties  of  his 
department,  II.  139.  Promises  artil- 
lery to  Greene,  III.  139.  Mission  of, 
relating  to  the  revolt  in  the  army,  211, 
216,  222.  Movements  of,  for  operating 
against  Cornwallis,  346.  Commis- 
sioner for  exchange  of  prisoners,  496, 
501 .  On  the  impost  act  and  Cincin- 
nati Society,  IV.  58.  Secretary  of  war, 
98.  Estate  of,  at  Thomaston,  98, 493. 
On  the  rebellion  in  Massachusetts,  156. 
On  a  General  Convention,  157,  174. 
Sketches  of  a  government  by,  160, 
176.  On  the  results  of  the  Conven- 
tion, 177,  178.  On  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  230,  242.  On  mea- 
sures for  averting  an  Indian  war,  315, 
379,  399,  407.  On  aggressions  by 
western  Indians.  366,  403. 

Knyphausen,  a  Hessian  general,  II. 
469.  Expedition  of,  to  Springfield, 
HI.  6. 

Kosciuszko,  Colonel,  IIL  189,  235. 

Kowacz,  Colonel,  II.  65,  88. 


Lachine,  fortification  at,  I.  214,  524. 

Lacolombe,  II.  249. 

Lafayette,  General,  II.  53,  74,  93, 
233.  Recalled  from  the  Northern 
Department,  94.  His  generosity  to 
his  soldiers,  95.  His  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  crossing  New  Jersey,  147.  At 
Providence,  174.  Visits  Count  d'Es- 
taing,  174,  178,  179.  On  American 
ingratitude,  185,  199.  Goes  to  Boston 
to  urge  d'Estaing's  return  to  New- 
port, 176,  190,  194,  198.  Exertions 
of,  to  make  d'Estaing  cooperate,  190, 
Wants  to  fight,  196.  His  challenge 
to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  209,  224.  His 
letter,  on  going  to  France,  247.  His 
return   with    important    instructions, 
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441,  444.  Arrival  of,  at  Newport,  HI. 
41.  Movement  of,  to  suppress  the 
mutiny  in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  196. 
His  march  against  Arnold,  248,  254, 
264,  270, 278,  287.  On  the  junction  of, 
with  Greene,  267,  278,  287,  296,  299. 
On  the  enemy's  visit  to  Mount  Ver- 
non, 295.  Refuses  to  correspond  with 
Arnold,  316.  Declines  an  action  with 
Cornwallis,  but  skirmishes,  321.  At 
Richmond,  325.  Exertions  of,  to 
raise  cavalry,  334,  343,  365.  Attacks 
Cornwallis  near  Green  Spring  Farm, 
348,  360.  Disposition  of  his  forces, 
365.  Approbation  of  Congress  com- 
municated to  the  Virginia  army  under, 
451.  Congress  grants  him  permission 
to  return  to  France  and  passes  re- 
solves, 452.  His  engagements  with 
the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  453.  Sails 
in  the  Alliance,  460.  On  returning  to 
America,  546,  IV.  60.  Project  of,  for 
liberating  negroes,  HI.  547,  IV.  110. 
His  arrival,  receptions,  and  move- 
ments, 76,  78-82,  86.  His  departure, 
87.  Journeys  in  Europe,  109,  116, 
143.  On  the  Federal  Constitution, 
198,  215.  His  political  campaign  in 
Auvergne,  199,  255.  His  popularity 
in  France,  199,  255,271,  285,  310,339, 
343,345,361,  372,376.  Commander  of 
the  military,  270, 271, 372.  Critical  and 
embarrassing  situations  of.  311,  314, 
345,  361.  Sends  to  Washington  the 
key  of  the  Bastille,  322,  328,  337.  On 
the  National  Guard,  345,  372.  Impri- 
sonment and  treatment  of,  409,  489. 
Exertions  in  his  behalf,  409,  489. 

Lafayette,  Geohob  Washington, 
HI.  546,  IV.  485,  489. 

Lake  George  Landing,  Brown's  expedi- 
tion to,  II.  526-530,  536. 

Lamb.  John,  Captain  of  artillery,  I. 
45,  500.  Captured,  157.  The  rais- 
ing and  officering  of  his  regiment,  III. 
275. 

Langdon,  John,  1.85.  On  the  action  of 
New  Hampshire  as  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  IV.  211. 

Lansing,  John,  Delegate  to  tho  Gene- 
ral Convention,  IV.  166. 

La  Touche.  Captain,  takes  a  plan  of 
the  works  at  Penobscot,  II.  461. 

Laumot,  Colonel,  at  Charleston,  IL 
451. 

Laurens.  Henry,  President  of  Con- 
gress, II.  10.  Cited,  68.  On  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  British  commissioners, 
112,  118.  On  the  treaties  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  116. 
On  the  disagreement  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  trance,  117,  133.  Letter 
of,  to  British  commissioners,  H.  136. 


On  an  expedition  to  Canada,  233.  On 
exchanging,  HI.  480. 

Laurens,  JonN,  Colonel,  despatched 
to  Count  d'Estaing,  II.  157,  158,  179, 
202;  to  Sullivan,  170.  Zeal  and  ac- 
tivity of,  172.  His  bravery  on  Rhode 
Island,  192,  221.  On  the  protest  to 
Count  d'Estaing,  202.  Sent  to  Gene- 
ral Lincoln,  385,  387.  On  the  British 
forces  and  operations  in  the  south,  II. 
401,  413,  435.  Special  minister  to 
France.  140,  221,  231.  Results  of  his 
mission,  268,  285,  402.  Application 
by,  for  the  exchange  of  his  father, 
III.  480.  On  raising  a  regiment  of 
negroes,  506,   515.     Killed,  530. 

Lauzun,  Duke  de,  HI.  28, 140.  Visits 
head-quarters,  147.  Troops  of,  at 
Charlotte  court-house,  and  destitute 
of  clothing,  485. 

Laval   Montmorency,  Marquis  dc, 

III.  147. 

Lavalette,  left  with  troops  at  York- 
town,  HI.  526. 

Lawson,  General,  ni.  258. 

Lear,  Tobias,  private  secretary  of 
Washington,  IV.  123.  On  views  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  in  New 
Hampshire,  219,  224.  In  England, 
452. 

Learned,  Ebenezer,  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral, I.  382,  II.  25,  535.  Mutiny  of  his 
troops  for  want  of  pay,  33,  34.  To 
join  the  main  army,  37. 

Ledyard,  William,  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel, killed,  III.  404. 

Ledyard,  Doctor,  III.  50. 

Le  Balme,  Inspector  of  cavalrv, 
II.  3. 

Lee,  Arthur,  H.  48.  Passenger  in 
tho  Alliance,  III.  61 ;  IV.  21,  119. 

Lee,  Charles,  Major-Gencral,  I.  7, 
46,  59,  65,  84,  118.  On  fortifying 
New  York,  106,112,139.  Proposed 
for  the  command  in  Canada,  139, 147, 
152,  156,  160,  161,  481.  Confers  with 
Congress  committees,  140.  Ordered 
to  the  Southern  Department,  161,162, 
165,  172,  II.  483.  His  perplexities 
and  orders,  I.  183,  202,  II.  485,  490, 
492,  498.  His  seizure  of  Eden's  pa- 
pers, I.  203,  II.  494,  496.  On  the  at- 
tack on  Sullivan's  Island,  I.  244,  IL 
502.  Wants  cavalry,  I.  246,  II.  499, 
504.  Joins  Washington,  I.  304.  Con- 
gress on  the  treatment  of,  310,  323, 
350, 357,  II.  218.  On  exchanging,  L 
322,  323,  358. 407.  Conduct  of,  at  the  - 
battle  of  Monmouth,  II.  150-152. 
Trial  of,  192,  222.  Written  to,  by  the 
Virginia  Committee  of  Safety,  486, 
Publication  of  his  manuscript  papers, 

IV.  105,  443. 
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Lee,  Charles,  of  Virginia,  IV.  240. 
Attorney-General;  on  commissioners 
under  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
481. 

Lee,  Francis  Liohtfoot,  Delegate 
to  Congress,  I.  33. 

Lee,  Henry,  Captain,  II.  77.  Ap- 
pointed major  of  horse,  with  a  sepa- 
rate command,  98.  Resolves  of  Con- 
gress concerning,  99.  To  convey  in- 
telligence of  d'Estaing's  arrival,  338. 
Near  Philadelphia,  469.  On  an  expe- 
dition to  Bergen,  III.  9.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  cuts  off  an  advanced  party, 
235.  To  harass  Cornwallis,  227.  His 
successes  against  Tarleton  and  To- 
ries, 246,  247,  258,  259.  Invests  the 
fort  at  Friday's  Ferry,  311.  On  the 
occlusion  of  the  Mississippi,  IV.  137. 
Governor;  commander  of  forces  to 
suppress  the  Pennsylvania  insurrec- 
tion, 456. 

Lee.  Richard  Henrt,  1. 12,  51.  On 
affairs  in  Canada,  66.  On  letters  taken 
to  Lord  Dunmore  from  the  post-office, 
224.  On  Conway  and  a  board  of 
war,  out  of  Congress,  II.  10,  44.  On 
Burgoyne  and  national  faith  respect- 
ing the  Convention  Troops,  12,45.  On 
the  treaty  with  France,  124.  On  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  154.  Sends  des- 
patches to  France,  252.  On  negroes 
with  the  enemy,  410.  On  a  gratuity 
to  Thomas  Paine,  IV.  75.  On  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  174,  180.  On  the 
Federal  Constitution,  180. 

Lee,  Thomas  Sim,  Governor,  on  exer- 
tions in  Maryland  for  the  army  against 
Cornwallis,  III.  397. 

Lee,  William,  III.  410.  In  Europe, 
411. 

Lee,  Fort,  I.  297,  303,  306. 

Leeds,  Duke  of,  Morris's  intercourse 
with,  respecting  treaties,  IV.  322, 
330. 

Leslie,  A.,  British  General,  commands 
British  forces  at  Portsmouth,  III.  141. 
Letter  of,  to  Cornwallis,  intercepted, 
143.  At  Charleston,  190,  192.  Joins 
Cornwallis,  217.  Goes  south  and 
takes  command,  448.  Detaches  re- 
giments to  Jamaica,  506.  On  an  ar- 
mistice, 515. 

Letiz,  Moravians  at,  II.  89. 

Levi  us,  Judge,  I.  384. 

Lewis,  Andrew,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
to  enlist  men,  L  119.  Appointed  bri- 
gadier-general, and  ordered  to  the 
Southern  Department,  I.  161,  165. 

Liglit-horse,  II.  478,  490.     See  Cavalry. 

Lincoln,  Benjamin,  General,  I.  305. 
His  command  of  militia  and  appoint- 
ment   as    major-general,    320.     His 


movements  against  Burgoyne,  423,  H 
516,  520,  527,  528,  533,  535.  His  ac- 
count of  the  battle  of  Bennington,  I 
425.  Joined  Stark,  427.  On  the  mi- 
litia going  to  reenforce  Washington, 
II.  29.  His  wound,  86,  132,  246,  536. 
Epaulettes  and  sword-knot  given  to, 
131.  Takes  command  in  the  South- 
ern Department,  241, 312.  Marches  to 
the  defence  of  Savannah,  245.  On  the 
attack  and  defence  of  Charleston,  344. 
385,  401,  418,  422, 433.  Commended, 
368,  445.  Capitulation  of,  452.  On 
a'  general  exchange  of  prisoners,  III. 
216.  Exertions  of,  to  man  the  Alliance. 
221,  232.  His  reasons  for  not  attack- 
ing Charleston,  431.  Chosen  secre- 
tary of  war,  478.  Presides  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of  Cincinnati,  IV. 
59.  Suppresses  the  rebellion  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, 156,  161.  On  the  action 
in  Massachusetts  respecting  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution,  203-206,  208.  Elect- 
ed lieutenant-governor,  223.  Com- 
missioner to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
southern  Indians,  272,  274. 

Lippencot,  Richard,  Captain,  HI. 
519. 

Little  Turkey,  a  Cherokee  chief, 
IV.  402. 

Livingston,  Henbt  Brockholst, 
II.  511.  Accompanies  Jay  to  Spain, 
as  his  private  secretary,  III.  517 
Captured  and  paroled;  statement  of 
his  case,  517. 

Livingston,  James,  1.42.  Captain; 
joins  Schuyler,  44.  Deputy  Commis- 
sary in  Canada,  247.  Colonel;  joins 
Poor's  division,  427.  Colonel  of  a 
Canadian  regiment,  468,  475,  486. 
Forces  under,  501. 

Livingston,  John,  L  332. 

Livingston,  Robert,  L  332,  II.  14. 

Livingston,  Robert  R.  on  a  commit- 
tee of  Congress,  to  visit  the  Northern 
Department,  I.  85,  123.  On  military 
operations  on  Hudson's  River,  272, 295. 
Delegate  in  Congress,  III.  1.  Secre- 
tary of  foreign  affairs,  381,  552.  On 
the  Preliminary  Articles  of  peace,  IV. 
1,  9,  22.  Objections  of,  to  the  British 
Treaty,  473. 

Livingston,  William,  L  274,  483. 
Governor,  II.  75.  On  flag-boats  and 
Tories,  243.  On  drawing  out  militia, 
296.  On  retaliation  for  the  murder  of 
Captain  Huddy,  IIL  504. 

Long,  Colonel,  I.  393,  403. 

Long  Island,  I.  21,  25.  On  purging,  of 
Tories,  107,  113.  Projected  attack  on, 
124.  Fortified,141, 146, 152, 158.  Forces 
on,  174,  282.  Despatch  to,  to  divert 
and  annoy  the  enemy,  281.    E vacua- 
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tkm  of,  283.  On  making  a  descent  on, 
291.  Dickinson's  proposition  to  at- 
tack, II.  23. 

Loring,  Joshua,  to  go  to  Elizabeth- 
town  to  exchange  prisoners,  I.  290. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  application  of,  to 
Congress  for  a  new  hearing,  III.  232. 

Louis,  Colonel,  a  Caghnawaga  Indian, 
I.  220. 

Lovbday,  John,  III.  376. 

Lovell,  James,  exchange  of,  I.  290, 
302.  On  rank  of  French  engineers, 
408.  Lee's  letter  to,  III.  334.  335.  Of 
the  partisan  legion,  516. 

Loyalists,  conduct  of,  at  Portsmouth,  I. 
71.  Acts  of  the  Connecticut  Assem- 
bly against,  104.  On  purging  Long 
Island,  New  York,  and  Southern 
States  of,  107, 113,  II.  492,  493.  Acts 
of  Congress  and  of  Virginia,  affecting, 
I.  236,  II.  488.  To  be  watched,  1. 2C9. 
Defeated,  299.  Captured  at  the  battle 
of  Bennington,  425.  Conduct  of,  in 
Delaware,  443,  444.  On  punishing,  in 
Philadelphia,  II.  2,  131,  135.  Alarm 
of,  in  New  York  city,  37.  Conduct  of, 
in  Massachusetts,  206.  Livingston  on 
their  frequent  applications  to  visit  the 
enemy,  243.  In  Georgia,  245.  Depre- 
dations by,  in  Ulster  and  Orange 
counties,  299,  300.  On  checking,  m 
North  Carolina,  386.  Depredations 
by,  in  South  Carolina,  404.  Influence 
of,  in  Pennsylvania,  III.  17,  25.  In 
Canada,  69.  On  the  Yadkin,  110. 
Beyond  the  mountains,  64.  In 
Georgia,  180,  535.  In  South  Carolina, 
246,  535.  Surprised  on  the  Haw  River, 
246,  257.  Parsons's  inquiry  respect- 
ing, 260.  Go  to  St  Augustine  and 
New  York,  535. 

Lutterloh,  Colonel,  II.  66. 

Luzerne,  minister  of  France,  II.  382, 
442,  III.  170.  On  arms  and  clothing 
from  France,  161.  On  the  delay  of  the 
French  division,  communications  to 
Count  de  Grasse,  subsidy  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  offered  media- 
tion of  Russia,  337.  On  British  pre- 
parations for  the  campaign  of  1782; 
asks  for  information  respecting  the 
American  forces  and  means,  499.  On 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  IV.  92, 
308. 

Lynch,  Thomas,  on  a  committee  to 
visit  the  army,  I.  55,  82.  On  the  con- 
duct of  officers  and  the  movements 
against  Canada,  82.  On  the  action  of 
Congress  and  offers  of  England,  125. 

Lyon,  James,  on  an  expedition  against 
Nova  Scotia,  I.  100. 


M. 

McCall,  Colonel,  HI.  257. 

McCarty,  I.  217.  Receives  goods, 
530. 

McDonald,  Donald,  difficulty  about 
exchanging,  I.  289. 

McDouoall,  Alexander,  Colonel,  I. 
95.  Brigadier-General;  marches  to- 
wards Bedford,  373.  To  be  in  readi- 
ness to  march,  417.  Detachments  from 
his  division  do  not  march,  II.  26.  Or- 
dered to  march,  214.  Reenforced  with 
Putnam's  division,  294.  On  move- 
ments in  the  Highlands,  303,  305. 
Nine  miles  below  Fishkill,  308.  At 
West  Point,  III.  117.  His  interview 
with  the  legislature,  135.  Elected  to 
Congress,  136.  Minister  of  marine, 
252. 

McGillivray,  Alexander,  a  Creek 
chief,  IV.  273  -  283.  On  securing  the 
friendship  of,  278,  282,  303.  On  in- 
viting to  the  scat  of  government,  317. 
On  the  treatment  of,  407. 

McHenry,  James,  III.  255.  Application 
to  Congress  to  give  him  a  majority,  that 
he  may  act  as  aid  to  Greene,  III.  299. 

Machias,  in  Maine,  I.  101,  II.  461. 

McIntosh,  Lachlan,  facts  respecting, 
I.  148.  His  account  of  Georgia,  148. 
Moves  against  Indians,  II.  261.  On 
the  condition  and  establishment  of 
posts  west  of  the  mountains,  284.  Sus- 
pended, 419.     Commended,  419. 

McIntosh,  Colonel,  to  aid  in  a  descent 
on  Long  Island,  I.  292. 

Mcintosh,  Fort,  III.  472. 

McIntyre,  Captain,  excursion  of,  to 
take  Indians,  III.  10,  32,  91.  Visits 
Philadelphia,  120. 

McKean,  Thomas,  President  of  Con- 
gress, III.  352. 

McKinly,  John,  President  of  Dela- 
ware, taken,  I.  443. 

McLean,  British  Colonel,  I.  95,  475. 
His  advance  against  the  Americans, 
208.     Commander  at  Halifax,  460. 

McLean,  Allen,  Captain,  on  half-pay, 
recommended  to  fill  a  majority  in 
Armand's  legion,  III.  422. 

Macpherson,  Duncan,  aid  to  Mont- 
gomery, killed,  I.  500. 

Macpherson,  a  British  lieutenant,  de- 
fends Fort  Mott,  III.  311,  312. 

Madison,  James,  III.  314.  On  remu- 
nerating Thomas  Paine,  IV.  71.  On 
the  gratuity  to  Washington  by  the 
Virginia  Assembly,  119.  On  the 
Mississippi  affair,  146, 163.  On  move- 
ments in  Congress  respecting  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  a  General  Con- 
vention, 162,  165.     On  the  reception 
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and  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  182, 
185,  193,  202,  206,  209,  213,  226. 
Writer  in  "The  Federalist,"  194. 
Member  of  the  Convention,  from 
Orange,  209,  226.  On  a  place  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  232,  237.  On 
the  election  of,  to  Congress,  242,  245. 
On  the  assembling  of  Congress  and 
treasonable  movements  in  the  west, 
252,  253.  On  moving  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment from  New  York,  291.  Visits 
Lake  Champlain,  374. 

Maoaw,  Robert,  Colonel,  I.  276,  299. 

Mao  ill,  Major,  III.  258. 

Maine,  British  aggressions  near  the 
boundary  of,  IV.  364.  Purchases  of 
land  in,  365. 

Malcom.  William,  Colonel,  L  405, 
406,  II.  307,  III.  50,  56. 

Manchester,  Vt.,  troops  assemble  at,  L 
423. 

Manchester,  Va.,  warehouses  and  tobac- 
co burnt  at,  III.  308. 

Mandrillon,  Joseph,  IV.  338. 

Manly,  William,  Commodore,  I.  99, 
325. 

Manning,  Sir  James,  II.  136,  141, 
213,  221. 

Mansfield,  Samuel,  Captain,  I.  327, 
336. 

Mansfield,  Lord,  house  of,  destroyed 
bv  a  mob,  IIL  61. 

Manufactures,  on  encouraging,  II.  254. 

Manumission,  petition  for,  rejected  by 
the  Viixrinia_  House  of  Delegates,  IV. 
1 20.     See  Xegroes,  and  Slaves. 

Marbois,  Barbe,  IV.  117. 

Marion,  Francis,  Colonel,  IIL  191. 
General.  228,  245,  310.  Fort  Mott 
surrenders  to,  311.  Takes  prisoners, 
393,  430.  Routed,  491.  Repulses 
Major  Frazer,  538. 

Maritime  affairs,  trouble  as  to,  IL  283. 

Marshall,  John,  IV.  268,  480. 

Marshall,  Thomas,  IV.  245,  268, 
353. 

Maryland,  dissatisfaction  in,  at  the  seiz- 
ure of  Eden's  papers,  I.  203,  II.  495, 
496.  Troops  of,  I.  286,  II.  84,  III. 
3.  Annexed  to  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment, 139.  Agrees  to  confederate, 
219.  Aids  Lafayette,  255.  Exertions 
of  the  Assembly  of,  to  raise  money, 
330.  Delay  of  the  levies  in,  343. 
Troops  of,  desert  from  Westmoreland 
county,  397.  Exertions  of,  to  aid  the 
army  against  Cornwallis,  397.  Greene 
makes  one  regiment  of  the  troops  of, 
541.    Embarrassed  with  debt,  IV.  195. 

Mason,  George,  Colonel,  I.  51,  63, 
178.  Opposes  the  Constitution,  IV. 
185,  226.  Resolutions  of,  voted  by 
tho  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  191. 


Project  of,  for  establishing  a  colony 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  252. 

Massachusetts,  application  to,  for  troops 
against  Canada,  I.  137,  138,  320.  Di- 
latory action  of,  230.  Constitution  of 
government  for,  II.  430.  Adopts  the 
new  plan  of  finance,  447.  Men  raised 
in,  477.  Resolve  of,  respecting  arms 
in  the  army,  III.  149.  Efforts  of,  to 
raise  troops',  157,  181.  Consequences 
of  the  refusal  of  the  people  of,  to  re- 
ceive the  Continental  currency  t  386. 
Accedes  to  the  impost  act,  IV.  58. 
Movements  in,  respecting  the  Cin- 
cinnati Society,  59.  Sedition  in,  and 
its  suppression,   143,    148,  156,    161, 

•  164,  166,  229.  Disfranchisement  of 
citizens  in.  166. 

Massachusetts  militia,  L  280,  320.  At 
Peekskill  and  connected  with  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Northern  Army,  352, 
397,  II.  516,  520,  533,  535,  549.  Or- 
dered to  Rhodo  Island,  III.  42. 

Mathews,  John,  to  proceed  to  head- 
quarters, on  the  affairs  of  the  army, 
II.  454,  III.  87,  118.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Confederation,  219. 

Maxwell,  William,  General,  pursues 
the  enemy  crossing  New  Jersey,  IL 
147.  At  Elizabethtown,  212,*  215. 
Resigns,  III.  31. 

Mazzei,  Philip,  II.  250. 

Meigs,  Return  Jonathan,  Major,  in 
the  expedition  to  Quebec,  and  at  the 
attack,  L  47,  61, 265. 501.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  at  Fort  Montgomery,  414. 
Regiment  of,  detained  by  Putnam, 
II.  39. 

Melchior,  from  Canada,  L  157,  162, 
495. 

Mercer,  George,  Colonel,  I.  182. 
Attacks  Cornwallis,  III.  347. 

Mercer,  Hugh,  Brigadier-General,  L 
285,  286,  301.  Monument  to,  voted, 
364. 

Mercer,  Fort,  condition  of,  II.  43. 

Michaux,  Andre,  visit  of,  to  America, 
IV.  116. 

Middlesex,  surprised  by  the  enemy,  IL 
294. 

Middleton,  Arthur,  transported  to 
St  Augustine,  III.  180. 

Middleton,  Henry,  IV.  341. 

Mifflin,  Thomas,  Major,  I.  8, 16,  48, 
84.  Commended,  52.  Qnartermaster- 
General  ranked  as  Colonel,  99.  Briga- 
dier-General ;  at  Mount  Washington, 
270;  276.  Repairs  to  head-quarters, 
378.  Influence  of,  in  Pennsylvania, 
389.  Commissioner  in  the  new  Board 
of  War,  II.  44.  On  a  committee  for 
regulating  the  army,  67.  His  treat- 
ment of  the  Commander-in-chief,  367      t 
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Boards  Massachusetts  delegates,  423. 
On  the  quarter-master's  department, 
427. 

Mifflin,  Fort,  II.  4.  7,  21,  43. 

Miles,  Samuel,  Colonel,  III.  394, 396. 

Military  academy  and  education,  IV. 
27,  30. 

Militia,  called  out  to  defend  Rhode  Is- 
land. I.  328.  Not  to  be  relied  on,  337, 
339.  Leave  Schuyler,  416.  Burgoyne's 
opinion  of,  II.  96.  On  dividing  Con- 
tinental troops  amonff,  1 74.  Not  fit  for 
a  siege,  240.  SfaonTd  be  drawn  out 
by  Government  and  not  by  pecuniary 
reward,  295.  Want  of  despatch  in 
officers  of,  299.  Effect  of  Count  de 
Rochambeau's  arrival  on  the,  III.  45. 
Damage  by,  in  the  south.  166.  On 
leaving  the  country  to  the  defence  of, 
IV.  29. 

Miller,  Fort,  St.  Clair's  troops  at,  1.397. 

Ministers  to  foreign  countries,  reluctance 
to  send,  on  account  of  the  expense, 
IV.  352,  356.  Influences  brought  to 
bear  on,  352.     Outfits  for,  356. 

Minot.  George  Richards,  History 
of  the  Insurrection  in  Massachusetts 
by,  IV.  229,  339. 

Miralles,  Don  Juan,  IL  279,  442. 

Mississippi  River,  trade  on  the,  ruined 
by  Indians,  II.  262.  Virginian  claims 
to  its  navigation,  III.  243.  Article  in 
the  treaty  respecting  the,  IV.  2.  Re- 
marks on  the  navigation  of  the,  64, 
137,  141,  146,  163,  246.378.  Dissa- 
tisfaction as  to  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress respecting  it,  167,  174,  247.  Im- 
portance of  the  trade  on  the,  175.  On 
establishing  a  colony  beyond  the,  252. 
Spaniards  stop  American  trade  on 
the,  291. 

Mohawk  River,  II.  444. 

Money,  want  of,  by  Putnam,  II.  32  ;  in 
the  quartermaster-general's  depart- 
ment, 371,407.  Hazen's  troops  refuse 
to  march  for  want  of,  337.  None  to 
procure  intelligence,  III.  234.  Neces- 
sity of  obtaining  from  the  States,  468. 
Not  furnished  Pickering  to  fulfil  his 
engagements,  511.  See  Paper  money, 
Pay,  and  Specie. 

Monmouth,  battle  of,  II.  148-155. 

Monroe,  James,  III.  527.  Aid  to 
Lord  Stirling,  and  delegate  in  Con- 
gress, IV.  143.  Candidate  for  elec- 
tion under  the  Federal  Constitution, 
245.  Speech  of,  gives  offence  in 
Europe,  458.    In  Paris,  471. 

Montgolfier,  balloons  by,  IV.  61. 

Montgomery,  Richard,  Brigadier- 
General,  movements  of,  against  Ca- 
nada, I.  23,  465.  At  St.  John's,  40, 
53,  465,  467,  469,  473,  474.    His  ne- 


cessities, 69,  467,  469.  Commended, 
77,  78.  His  discouragements,  78,  480, 
493,  497.  Forces  under,  79,  110,  480, 
497.  Montreal  surrenders  to,  85, 477- 
480.  Joins  Arnold,  88,  95,  110,  492. 
Attack  on  Quebec  and  death  of,  1 14, 
117,  133,  136,  209,  499,  501,  502.  His 
remonstrance  against  the  ill  treatment 
of  prisoners  in  Canada,  472.  Permit- 
ted officers  to  visit  their  families  at 
Montreal,  474.  On  the  stopping  of 
clothing,  482.  Respect  shown  to  his 
remains,  501.  Dwelling  of  his  widow 
burnt,  II.  14.  Visit  of  his  widow  to 
Great  Britain,  IV.  286. 

Montgomery,  Fort,  militia  ordered  to,  I. 
261,  371.  Measures  for  obstructing 
the  river  at,  372,  377.  On  reenforcing, 
414.  On  keeping  forces  at,  418.  Cap- 
tured, 439,  442,  IL  5,  14,  538,  539, 
552.  Evacuated  and  demolished,  5, 
544, 546.  On  erecting  a  fortress  near, 
60. 

Montour,  John,  Captain,  pursues  and 
captures  Indians,  III.  1 63. 

Montreal,  L  24,  41.  Allen's  attempt 
upon,  66,  466,  471.  Montgomery's 
movements  against,  79,  92.  Capitu- 
lation of,  85,  90,  477-480.  Abandon- 
ed, 217,  237.  Proposition  to  Mont- 
gomery by  inhabitants  of,  468.  In- 
dians meet  Arnold  at,  527.  Proposi- 
tion to  secure,  HI.  70. 

Moore,  James,  Brigadier-General,  L 
161,  165. 

Moravians,  Ettwein's  letter  on  the,  n. 
89.  Carried  into  captivity  and  threat- 
ened, in  order  to  keep  them  silent, 
IH.473.  Killed,  501.  SeeHECKEWEL- 

DER. 

Morgan,  Daniel,  Captain,  in  Ar- 
nold's expedition,  I.  47,  48,  110.  Co- 
lonel; with  riflemen  detached  to  the 
Northern  Department,  424, 427.  Near 
New  Windsor,  II.  24,  25.  Pursues 
the  enemy  across  New  Jersey,  148, 
152.  General;  ordered  to  the  Southern 
Department,  477.  Difficulty  about  his 
promotion,  IH.  29,  54.  Success  of, 
214.  217,  225.  Served  in  no  campaign 
under  Washington,  412.  Recom- 
mended for  the  command  in  Ken- 
tucky, if  invaded,  IV.  452.  Commands 
militia  to  suppress  the  Pennsylvania 
insurrection,  461,  472. 

Morgan,  George,  Colonel,  H.  285, 
399. 

Morgan,  John,  Dr.,  I.  280. 

Morocco,  IV.  127,  134. 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  IL  129.  On 
the  new  army  arrangement,  130,  135. 
Report  by,  respecting  the  Conciliatory 
Bills,  adopted  in  Congress,  135.    On 
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the  distribution  of  the  army  for  the 
winter  of  1778-79.  226.  On  taking 
New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  281. 
Commissioner  for  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, III.  496.  On  the  progress  of 
liberty  and  prospects  of  France,  IV. 
255,  269.  312.  410,  420.  Interviews 
of,  with  the  French  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs  respecting  a  commercial 
treaty,  311,313.  Private  agen  t  to  the 
British  government  on  treaties,  322, 
330.  Dangerous  situation  of,  410, 
420.  Wants  instructions,  411.  Charges 
against,  424, 446.  On  the  removal  of, 
424.  On  Washington's  reelection  to 
the  presidency,  431. 

Morris,  Robert,  I.  311,  324.  Ad- 
vances hard  money,  315.  Washing- 
ton's opinion  of,  348.  On  short  en- 
listments, 348.  Chosen  financier, 
III.  243,  253,  339,  353.  On  tender 
and  penal  laws,  and  taxes  in  specie, 
339.  Confers  with  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  respecting  the  campaign  of 
1 782,  381 .  Exertions  of,  for  the  army 
on  its  march  to  Virginia,  394.  To 
take  measures  for  settling  accounts 
after  1  August,  1780,  IV.  7.  Expla- 
nation of  his  conduct,  20.  His  resig- 
nation, 20,  43.  Difficulties  in  his  de- 
partment; his  continuance  in  office, 
35.    Purchases  land  in  Maine,  365. 

Morris,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Greene's 
aid,  III.  369. 

Monisania,  on  burning  the  houses  at, 
III.  194. 

Morristown,  on  cantoning  troops  at,  II. 
355. 

Morse.  Jedidiah,  IV.  149. 

Mott,  Fort,  surrender  of,  III.  311. 

Moultrie,  William,  Colonel,  com- 
mander on  Sullivan's  Island,  I.  245. 
Commended,  II.  503.  Recommends 
an  expedition  against  the  Creek  In- 
dians, IV.  434. 

Moultrie,  Fort,  dilapidated,  II.  346. 
Troops  at,  348.  On  cooperating  with, 
404,  414,  418.  Passed  by  British 
vessels,  431.  434.  436,  450. 

Mount  Vernon,  visit  to,  by  the  enemy, 
III.  295. 

Moustier,  Count  de,  Minister  of 
France,  IV.  183,  236.  Recalled,  269, 
313.  On  the  state  of  France.  335,  370. 
Author  of  a  preface  to  a  translation 
of  American  laws.  370. 

Mowat,  H.,  burns  Falmouth,  I.  71,  76. 

Moylan,  Stephen,  I.  203,  226,  389. 
Colonel,  II.  153.  In  the  expedition  to 
Bull's  Ferry,  III.  37,  40. 

Mugford,  Captain,  killed,  I.  204. 

Muhlenberg,  Peter,  General,  III. 
75.     To  command  in   the  Virginia 


line,  124.     His  situation  and  forces, 

292,  365.     At  Yorktown,  426. 
Muskingum   River,   project   for  a  new 

State  on  the,  III.  503. 
Myers,  a    British    captain,   attempts 

the  surprise  of  General  Schuyler,  UL 

375. 

N. 

Nash,  Abnrr,  Governor  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, III.  73,  107,  179,  283. 

Nashville,  Indian  conference  at,  IV.  403. 
Murders  at,  by  Indians,  IV.  404,  405. 

Natchez,  Fort,  in  the  enemy's  hands,  H. 
261. 

National  Assembly  of  France,  IV.  217. 
Its  character,  270,  321.  Proceedings 
of  the,  344,  362,  377. 

Naval  affairs,  II.  283.    See  Vessels. 

Navigation,  on  neutral,  IV.  454.  See 
Neutrality.   III.  380,  IV.  256,  276. 

Negroes,  corps  of,  at  Savannah,  II.  402. 
Two  regiments  of,  ordered  by  the  ene- 
my to  be  embodied,  III.  246.    Seven 

'  hundred  and  fifty  to  he  raised  and  in- 
corporated with  the  oiher  troops,  331. 
Greene  advises  the  enlisting  of,  467. 
Plan  for  raising  a  regiment  of,  506, 
515.    See  Slaves. 

Nelson,  Thomas,  Delegate  to  Con- 
gress, I.  33.  Brigadier-General,  II. 
1 29,  363.  To  command  Virginia  mi- 
litia, III.  124.  Orders  to,  during  the 
British  expedition  to  Richmond,  200, 
204. 

Nelson's  Ferry,  British  stores  removing 
from,  III.  312. 

Neutrality,  IV.  435,  438,  454,  458,  474. 
Of  France,  440. 

Neville,  II.  162,  166. 

Newark,  II.  388,  389,  392. 

Newcomb,  Silas,  General,  II.  4. 

New  England  militia,  I.  320, 325.  Their 
movements  against  Burgoyne,  418, 
422,423,425,  428,  II.  516-518,520, 
525,  533. 

Neweniiam,  Sir  Edward,  IV.  286. 

New  Hampshire,  troops  of,  I.  16,  125. 
Forces  of,  against  Canada,  137,  138. 
Troops  from,  join  the  army  j  spirit  of 
the  people  of,  III.  13,  284.  Gratuity 
to  the  troops  of,  after  the  revolt  in  the 
army,  212,  224.  Exertions  of,  to  raise 
men,  385,  534.  Does  not  pay  Stark, 
534.  Taxes  of,  paid  in  produce,  534. 
See  Stark. 

New  Haven,  I.  21,  120. 

New  Jersey,  British  troops  transported 
to,  I.  308.  Cantonment  of  troops  in, 
II.  388.  Refusal  there  to  transport 
provisions,  393.  Jealousy  between 
eastern  and  western :  delay  in  voting, 
IV.  253.  J  * 
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New  Jersey  militia,  I.  274,  433,  IT.  22,  New  York   Congress,  General  Schuyler 

168,  296.     Under  General  Dickinson,  and  the,  I.  25.    Conduct  of  the,  con- 

I.  432,  434.  demncd,  118,  124,  136  ;  140,  183. 

New  Jersey  troops,  I.  84,  12\  129,  131.  New  York  line,  I.  277.    One  month's 

Ordered  to  New  York,  114,  146,  173  ;  pay  to  the,  III.  402. 

to  Canada,  129,  157,  186.  AW  York  militia,  I.  260,  280,  421.    Be- 

New  London,  ships  of  war  at,  1. 10,  18.  enforces  Putnam  and  Fort  Montgo- 

Com panics  ordered  to,  21.    Exposed,  mery,  417,  420;  and  Schuyler,  421. 

31,  38,  39.    Arnold's  ravages  at,  III.  Niagara,  British  forces  at,  II.  400. 

404,  423,  437.  Nicholson,  Jambs,  Commodore,  III. 

New  Orleans,  IV.  246,  247.      On  allow-  255. 

ing  British  troops  to  march  through  Nicholson,  Colonel,  I.  229. 

the  United  States  to  attack,  347,  349.  Ninety-six,  II.  347,  III.  167,  191,311. 

Newport,  British  ships  at,  L  39,  131.  Nixon,  John,  Brigadier-General,  dc- 
Fortification  of,  193.  Enemy  sail  tached  to  the  Northern  Department,  I. 
from,  334.  On  attacking,  335,  354,  II.  395.  Character  of  his  soldiers,  398. 
188,  191.  British  ships  arrive  at,  190,  Stations  of,  II.  308,  327.  Has  no  can- 
202.  Arrival  and  reception  of  the  non,  319.  At  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
French  fleet  and  army  at,  111.12,28.  goyne,  535.  On  depending  on  the 
British  vessels  off  the  harbor,  35,  36,  Pennsylvania  Bank  for  supplies,  III. 
41,  44.     See  Rhode  Island.  71. 

New  Windsor,  troops  at,  II.  23,  24,  30,  Noailles,  Viscount  de,  HL  147,  184. 

169,303,306.  Norfolk,  1.  64.    Dunmore's  conduct  at, 

New  York,  fails  in  men  and  supplies,  L  65,  122,  IL  484. 

15,462.    Condition  and  circumstan-  North.  Lord,  his  Conciliatory  Bills,  II. 

ces  of,  118.    Troops  to  be  raised  in,  100,  114.     Designed  to  prevent  the 

125,  131,  II.  263.     Exposure  of  the  treaty  with  France,  125.     Action  on 

frontiers  of,  and  measures  for  their  them  in  Congress,  134. 

protection,  255,  262,  301.   The  call  on,  North  Carolina,  threatened  by  Cornwal- 

for  soldiers,  263.    Distresses  and  bar-  lis,  II.  491.    Powder  borrowed  of,  500. 

barities  on  the  frontier  of,  III.  229,  Distresses  and  dangers  of,   III.  107. 

402.  Exhausted,  109.    Exertions  of,  to  aid 

New  York  City,  fortification  of,  1. 106,  Greene  against  Cornwallis,  281.    On 

112,  119,  124,  136,  139,  140,  146,  153.  crediting  troops  to,  536.    Disposition 

British  vessels  arrive  at,  119.    Cora-  of,  to  comply  with  the  views  of  Con- 

mittee  of  Congress  visits,   139,   140.  gross,  as  well  as  to  grant  further  powers 

Cannot  be  fortified  against  shipping,  to  the  Confederation,  IV.  69. 

140.  Threatened,  and  cannon  removed  North  Carolina  militia,  skirmishes  of  the, 

from,  145.  Troops  coming  to,  146.  Bri-  III.  108.  Wants  of  the,  110.   Conduct 

tish  vessels  sail  irom,  152.  Indifference  of,  during  the  pursuit  bv  Cornwallis, 

about  defending,  157.    Stato  of  fortifi-  226.     Run,  266,  283.    State  law  for 

cations  in,  159,  161.    Forces  at,  174.  subjecting  to  the  condition  of  Conti- 

On  detaching  troops  from,  to  Canada,  nental  soldiers,  283. 

188.    On  keeping,  285.    British  move-  North    Carolina    troops,    I.    126,    131, 

ments  near,  299,  302,  II.  536.    Four  246,  II.  490,  498.    In  the  defence  of 

regiments  from,  to  reenforce   Howe,  Charleston,  345.    Without  arms,  471. 

16.  Putnam's  hobby  of  attacking,  33  -  North  River,   British  vessels  pass  up, 

35,  530,  549.     British  forces  at,  40.  I.  260;  proposition   to  destroy  them, 

Fleet  arrives  at,  51.    Lincoln's  project  263;    attacked  with    fire-ships,    276. 

for  attacking,   85.      Threatened     by  On  obstructing  the,  295,303,  372,  376. 

Count  d'  Estaing,  158,  161.     Move-  Operations  on  the.  438-442,  11.536. 

ments  at,  indicating    an  evacuation,  Vessels  pass  up  and  down  the,  6,  14, 

202,   207.      Sir    Henry  Clinton  and  15.    On  throwing  a  boom  across  at 

Lord     Cornwallis's    return    to,    213.  Fort  Constitution  and  erecting  batte- 

Morris's  plan  for  taking,  280.     Move-  ries,  30.    Importance  of  secunng  the, 

ments  in  the  fleet  at,  339.    On  a  com-  58,  551,  554.    Troops  assigned  for  the 

bined  attack  on,  455,  III.  64,  79.  86.  works  on  the,  59.     Putnam's  troops 

Sailing  of  vessels  from,  II.  456,  III.  ordered  to,  294.     Importance  of  the 

138.     Proposed  attack  on,  354,  361,  command  there,  353.     Sickness  and 

367,  369,  394,  406,  416.    Rochambeau  condition  of  the  forces  on  the,  IIL  50. 

on  marching  to,  513.    On  the  e vacua-  British  vessels  gone  down  the,  359. 

tion  of,  IV.  8, 23, 48.    Meeting  of  Con-  Norwalk,  burnt  by  the  British,  IL  316. 

grcss  at,  232,  237,  251,  292.  Norwich,  L  5,  26,  38. 
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Nova  Scotia,  project  of  an  expedition 
against,  L  100. 


Oath  of  allegiance,  I.  89,  105.  Taken 
by  afl  officers  in  the  army,  IL  111, 
127. 

O'Brien,  Captain,  1. 102. 

Officers,  American,  cavilling  of,  I.  82. 
Additional  pay  allowed  to,  82.  To  do 
their  duty,  84.  Assumption  of  power 
by,  106,  246.  On  promoting,  121. 
Continental  to  be  under  Provincial, 
140,  143.  To  be  court-martialed  after 
resignation,  228.  On  a  good  under- 
standing among  the,  242.  II.  18.  On 
filling  vacancies  of,  1. 267.  Resolutions 
of  Congress  respecting,  II.  67.  Inade- 
quacy of  the  pay  for,  73,  80,  120, 369. 
Take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  abjura- 
tion, 1 1 1 , 1 27.  On  the  promotion  of,  1 29. 
Provision  for,  by  the  New  Jersey  legis- 
lature, 298 ;  by  Maryland,  329.  On  the 
confinement  of,  at  York  and  Long 
Island,  331.  Additional  pay  voted  to, 
III.  128.  Menaces  by  Pennsylvania, 
301.  Exertions  to  have  justice  done 
to,  351,  356.  Retain  privates  of  the 
army,  383,  384.  Resolutions  of,  for- 
warded to  Congress,  IV.  10, 14, 16.  On 
retaining,  in  the  peace  establishment, 
29.     Sec  Half-pay. 

Officers,  foreign,  discouraged  by  Con- 
gress from  entering  the  service,  I.  357 : 
III.   422. 

Ooden,  Matthias,  Captain,  in  Ar- 
nold's expedition,  1. 488.  Major; brave, 
and  wounded  at  Quebec,  500, 507.  Co- 
lonel, III.  497. 

Onion  River,  on  the  settlers  there,  I. 
254. 

Orangeburg,  surrender  of,  IH.  310. 

Orange  County,  mischief  in,  by  Indians 
and  Tories,  Jj.  299,  300. 

Oswald,  Captain,  brave,  and  taken,  I. 
500,  505. 

Oswego,  III.  539. 

Otto,  L.  W.,  successor  of  M.  de  Mar- 
bois,  IV.  117,  426,  440. 

P. 

Paine,  Robert  Treat,  on  a  commit- 
tee of  Congress  to  visit  the  Northern 
Department,  1. 85. 

Paixe,  Thomas,  his  "  Common  Sense," 
I.  136.  On  reports  against  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, II.  251.  "  The  Crisis" 
by,  252.  Invites  Washington  to  an 
interview,  III.  495.  Salary  to,  for  in- 
forming the  people  and  rousing  them 
to  action,  495.  On  a  seven  years1  war, 


and  the  affair  of  Asgill,  532.  On  com- 
pensating, IV.  43,  45,  72,  75.  For- 
wards to  the  President  the  key  and  a 
painting  of  the  demolition  of  the  Bas- 
tille, 328,  337.  Bridge  by,  329, 
338.  His  "  Rights  of  Man,"  380. 
Aided  by  Green,  381. 

Palfrey,  William,  Aid  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, I.  151,  158,  173,  185, 
203. 

Paper  money,  emission  of,  in  Virginia, 

I.  63.  Sent  to  the  army,  92,  125,  144. 
Has  but  little  credit  in  Canada,  190, 
498.  Sent  to  the  troops  in  the  North- 
ern Department,  280.  Depreciation 
of,  H.  206,  215,  253,  263,  284,  465. 
Efforts  to  depreciate,  in  Pennsylvania, 
HI.  17,  19.  Quincy  on  the  evil  of, 
157.  Depreciation  of,  by  French  fac- 
tors, 170.  Good  for  nothing,  344. 
Refusal  by  the  people  of  Massachusetts 
to  receive  it,  and  the  consequences,  386. 
On  emissions  of,  IV.  127,  146,  148. 
Sec  Money,  and  Specie, 

Paradise,  John,  IV.  342. 

Parke,  Lieutenant,  L  521. 

Parker,  Sir  Peter,  L  360. 

Parker,  Colonel  of  militia,  HX  365, 
867. 

Parsons,  Samuel  H.,  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral, I.  331,  440.  On  taking  command 
of  militia,  337.  Takes  possession  of 
Peekskill  and  the  passes  among  the 
Highlands,  IL  5, 543.  Near  the  Sound, 
59.  Joins  McDougall,  305.  To  com- 
mand at  West  Point  306.  Nine  miles 
below  Fishkill  and  at  Fort  Clinton, 
308.  On  an  encounter  with  the  enemy, 
814.  To  encamp  near  Robinson's, 
326.  Expected  at  North  Castle,  III. 
83.  Inquiry  by,  respecting  disaffected 
persons,  260.  Reflects  on  the  Con- 
necticut legislature,  350,  356. 

Patterson,  John,  Colonel,  I.  218,  II. 
535.  Smallpox  in  his  regiment,  I. 
234,  51 6.  Brigade  of,  to  remain  near 
Albany,  II.  25.  To  join  the  main 
army,  32.  Absent,  305.  Stationed, 
827. 

Paulding,  John,  one  of  the  captors  of 
Andre',  III.  101. 

Paulus  Hook,  British  at,  II.  390. 

Pawling,  Levi,  Colonel,  I.  371. 

Pay,  increased,  I.  82,  344.  Wanted, 
142,  143.  In  the  Middle  Department, 
222.  Better  regulations  as  to,  363. 
Mutiny  for  want  of,  in  Poor's  brigade, 

II.  31,  33 ;  in  Learned's,  33.  Inade- 
quacy of,  73,  80,  263.  Additional  in 
Pennsylvania,  296.  To  New  Jersey 
officers  and  soldiers,  298.  Inadequacy 
of  engineers',  497  ;  of  surgeons*  and 
surgeons'  mates',  500  ,*  of  cavalry,  505. 
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Virginia  troops  refuse  to  march  for 
want  of,  III.  450,  465.  Its  compara- 
tive importance,  469.  Discontents  in 
the  army  for  want  of,  550, 556,  IV.  4, 
6,  8,  10,  13,  15,  17,  24.  See  Half-pay, 
Officers t  and  Pennsylvania  line, 

Peabody,  Nathaniel,  to  proceed  to 
head  quarters  on  the  affairs  of  the  ar- 
my, II.  454. 

Peace,  on  conditions  of,  II.  279,  310, 
383.  Delay  of,  430.  Proposition  from 
France  respecting,  III.  379.  Antici- 
pated, 515, 536, 545,  559.  Propositions 
for,  must  be  accompanied  with  ac- 
knowledgment of  Independence,  521. 
British  movement  for,  552.  Prelimi- 
nary Articles  of,  IV.  1,  6,  17,  22,31, 
33;  ratified  by  Congress,  32.  See 
British  Commissioners,  and  Independence. 

Peace  estabUshmemt,  IV.  22,  27,  29,  48, 
68. 

PeekskiV,  British  descent  on,  I.  371. 
Weakness  of,  418,  440.  Troops  or- 
dered from,  440,  II.  536.  Evacuat- 
ed, 5,  544.  Taken  possession  of,  by 
General  Parsons,  5.  Troops  not  want- 
ed at,  29,  61.  Enemy  retire  towards, 
305.  Precarious  situation  of,  319. 
Heath's  march  to,  325,  327.  Parsons 
at,  543.  Included  in  the  Northern 
Department,  554. 

Pendleton,  Edmund,  Colonel,  I.  33, 
88,  183.  President  of  the  committee 
of  safety,  II.  493. 

Penet.  Pierre,  1. 103,  141, 143,  478. 

Pennsylvania,  union  of  the  contending 
parties  in  1. 389.    Weak  and  divided, 

II.  46.  Moravian  settlements  in,  89. 
Mortgages  an  estate  to  supply  the 
army  with  provisions,  464.  Light-horse 
in,  478.  Exaggeration  of  the  resources 
of,  III.  18.  Embargo  in,  19.  Digest 
of  tho  laws  of,  IV.  387.  See  Enlist- 
ments. 

Pennsylvania  Assembly,  measures  of  the, 
for  relieving  the  army,  II.  70 ;  for  aid- 
ing Sullivan,  317,  318.  Authorizes 
the  executive  to  declare  martial  law, 
466. 

Pennsylvania  Associators,  L  275. 

Pennsylvania  Bank,  dependence  on  the, 
for  supplying  the  army  with  provisions, 

III.  71. 

Pennsylvania  insurrection,  IV.  456,  461, 
469,  472. 

Pennsylvania  line,  measures  for  filling 
and  clothing  the,  IL  69.  Desertions 
from  the,  391.  Mutinies  III.  192,  194- 
199,  205,211,223,  267,  301.  British 
emissaries  to  the,  seized  and  executed, 
195,  196,  198;  199,  206.  Expiration 
of  their  time  of  service,  541. 

Penobscot,  garrison  at,  II.  461,  III.  69. 


Pensacola,  expedition  against,  m.  162. 

Percy,  Lord,  I.  338. 

Peters,  Ricujlrd,  of  the  Board  of 
War,  III.  381. 

Pettit,  Charles,  IL  163,  215,  274, 
275. 

Philadelphia,  I.  366,  385,  418,  II.  2.  On 
the  evacuation  of,  131,  135,  182.  Ar- 
nold at,  143.  Troop  mounted,  armed, 
and  in  uniform,  479.  Exertions  of 
ladies  there  for  the  relief  of  the  army, 
480,  III.  27.  On  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress at,  IV.  443.  Yellow  fever  at, 
443,  460. 

Phillips,  William,  British  General ; 
against  Governor  Hamilton's  impri- 
sonment, II.  323,  336,  361.  Consider- 
ations as  to  exchanging,  III.  59.  In- 
terview of,  with  Lincoln,  95.  Pro- 
posed to  exchange  Towles  for  Hamil- 
ton, 99.  Plan  for  driving  from  Vir- 
ginia, 291.  Lafayette's  operations 
against,  303.  Moves  towards  Corn- 
wallis,  306,  309,  315.  His  death,  316, 
325. 

Pickens,  Andrew,  Colonel,  III.  218. 
To  command  in  the  rear  of  the  ene- 
my, 258.  At  the  rout  of  Tarleton, 
246,  257.  To  lay  siege  to  Augusta 
and  Ninety-Six,  ill.  311.  On  Indians 
to  meet  American  commissioners,  IV. 
273,  281,  282.  Goes  to  Nashville,  403. 
Recommended  for  the  command  of  an 
expedition  against  the  Creek  Indians, 
434. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, I.  365,  368,  374.  Offices  held  by, 
365,  369.  Proposed  for  a  new  Board 
of  War,  II.  11,  44.  On  a  committee 
for  regulating  the  army,  67.  Quarter- 
master-general, III.  53,  60,  238.  On 
supplies  of  camp  equipage,  289.  On 
purchasing    and    impressing    horses, 

358.  His  journey  to  Williamsburg 
respecting  vessels,  418.  Takes  pos- 
session of  the  enemy's  stores  at  Glou- 
cester, 427.  His  estimates  and  pre- 
parations for  the  campaign  of  1782, 
477,  485,  511.  Cannot  fulfil  engage- 
ments for  want  of  money,  511.  Suit 
brought  against,  by  Woolsey,  544. 
His  conference  with  Seneca  Indians, 
IV.  358.  Invitation  to  take  the  su- 
perintendency  of  the  northern  Indians, 

359.  On  introducing  husbandry  and 
civilization  among  them,  360.  On  the 
pending  treaty  with  Algiers,  486. 

Pierce,  Captain,   Greene's  Aid,  HL 

312,  407. 
Pioot,  Robert,  requests  Sullivan  to 

circulate  Lord  North's  Bills,  IL  114. 

On  the  mil  of  the  garrison  at  Newport, 

191. 


^ 


544 


GENERAL    INDEX. 


[brosx, 


Piles,  Colonel,  killed,  HI.  247,  258. 

Pincknbt,  Charles,  Delegate  to  the 
Federal  Convention,  IV.  166.  Pam- 
phlet of,  182,  186,  300.  On  Spain 
and  the  southern  Indians,  300.  Pro- 
position of,  respecting  fugitives  to 
Florida,  385. 

Piwckket,  Charles  Cotesworth, 
General,  delegate  to  the  Federal  Con- 
vention, IV.  166.  On  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  214.  On 
a  constitution  in  South  Carolina,  341. 

Pinckney,  Thomas,  appointment  of, 
to  London,  IV.  449,  463.  Conduct  of, 
towards  Jay,  453.  On  British  dis- 
crimination between  American  and 
European  navigation,  455.  Envoy 
extraordinary  to  Spain,  463.  Ordered 
to  leave  Pans,  500. 

Piite,  R.  £.,  a  portrait  painter  from 
England,  IV.  139. 

Piquet,  M.,  takes  thirty-four  of  Rod- 
ney's ships,  III.  380. 

Pitt,  Fort,  or  Pittsburg,  I.  66,  89,  431. 
Garrisoned.  II.  285.  Stores  at,  286. 
State  of  affairs  at,  399,  437,  449.  Re- 
enforced,  314.  Condition  of,  IIL  10, 
323.  Want  of  provisions,  10.  33,  119. 
Threatened,  90.  Irvine  on  the  state 
of  affairs  at,  452,  472,  501.  Import- 
ance of  maintaining,  502.  Dissatis- 
faction there  as  to  the  intention  of 
Congress  respecting  the  Mississippi, 
IV.  167.  Exasperation  at,  against 
Indians,  367.    Sec  Brodhead. 

Pliarne,  I.  103,  141,  143. 

Point-au-Fer,  custom-house  difficulty  at, 
IV.  374. 

Point-aux-Trembles,  Arnold  at  I.  87,  95, 
489,  492. 

Poor,  Enoch,  Colonel,  at  St.  John's, 
I.  218.  Brigadier-general,  at  Loudon's 
Ferry,  427.  Brigade  of,  to  join  Put- 
nam, II.  25,  26.    To  join  the  main 

•  army,  26,  36,  37,  42.  Has  good  troops 
for  an  expedition  against  Indians,  267. 
Baggage  returned  to,  515 ;  535. 

Porter,  Colonel,  I.  17, 18,  20. 

Porterfield,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  II. 
433. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  prepara- 
tions for  defending,  I.  70.  The  Tories 
at,  71. 

Portsmouth,  Virginia,  Lee's  proceedings 
at,  approved,  II.  493.  Debarkation 
of  British  at,  III.  124,  138,  141.  Bri- 
tish force  at,  141,  345.  Preparations 
for  taking,  256,  265,  271,  287,  290, 
314,  341.  Enemy  strengthen,  294. 
Evacuated  and  fortifications  levelled, 
343,  344. 

Post-office,  remarks  on  the,  IV.  234. 

Potomac  Company,  fifty  shares   in  the, 


voted  to  Washington,  and  appropri- 
ated, IV.  57,  89,  93.  97,  108,  119,  464. 

Potomac  Bicer,  on  connecting  with  die 
west  by  inland  navigation,  IV.  63.  94. 
107,  115,  195.  See  Western  Inland 
Navigation. 

Potter.  James,  General,  III.  193. 

Powder,  I.  12,  17,  21.  Measures  for 
procuring,  17,  34,  56.  Wanted  in 
the  Northern  Department,  59,  69,  469, 
509,  517.  Arrival  of,  at  Rhode  Island 
and  Portsmouth,  83.  Distributed,  120. 
Mills  for  making,  122,  163,  166.  At 
New  York,  122,  123,  128.  Scarce, 
134,  144,  469,  489.  Sent  to  the  army, 
144,  166, 175.  Arrival  of.  from  France, 
III.  60.  Wanted  by  Steuben,  292, 
293.  See  Bayonne,  and  Bermuda  Is- 
lands. 

Prescott,  Robert,  a  British  briga- 
dier-general, surrenders  at  Montreal, 
I.  85,  103,  111.  Treatment  of  Allen 
by,  86,  110,  472.  Retaliation  on,  139, 
491.  On  exchanging,  289,  407,  n. 
106.  Thomson  on  his  capture,  1. 407. 
His  kindness  to  Cadwalader,  II.  218. 

Preston,  Charles,  Britbh  major, 
proposes  to  surrender  St  John's,  I. 
473. 

Prevost,  a  British  general,  at  Savan- 
nah, II.  402. 

Price,  James,  aids  American  troops, 

I.  117,  157,  481,  487,  514.  Lends 
money,  487,  491, 498,  504,  507. 

Prices,  on  regulating  by  law,  1L  377, 
894.    See  Finances. 

Princeton  College,  Indians  at,  HI.  503. 

Prisoners,  I.  289,  358,  407.  Congress 
passes  resolves  respecting,  II.  104. 
Exchanges  of,  1 22, 2 1 2.  On  exchang- 
ing for  Cadwalader,  217.  Evils  of 
keeping  the  officers  and  men  together, 
331.  Meeting  for  settling  a  general 
cartel  for  exchange  of,  415.  Lee's 
proposition  to  exchange  Walker  and 
others,  506.  On  exchanging,  III.  59, 
96,  99,  106,  140.  168,  211,  216,  464. 
Cherokee  taken,  237.  Vermont  nego- 
tiations respecting,  442, 446.  Laurens 
on  exchange  of,  for  his  father,  480. 
Meeting  of  commissioners  at  Eliza- 
beth town  for  exchange  of,  496,  501. 
On  the  discharge  of,  22. 

Prisoners.  American,  I.  218.  Treatment 
and  exchange  of,  taken  at  the  Cedars, 
258,  520.  Treatment  of,  in  Canada, 
265,  472,  494,  505,  521.  Propositions 
for  exchanging,  266,  322.  Carleton 
gives  paroles  to,  290.  Escape  of,  300. 
Treatment  of,  in  New  York,  324. 
Compelled  to  labor  on  British  works, 

II.  3.  Take  a  ship  and  bring  her  into 
Marblehead,  74.    Improved  treatment 
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of,  1 23.  On  the  treatment  of,  from  Vir- 
ginia, 362.  Sufferings  of,  III.  96.  On 
the  exchange  of  Dr.  Lewis,  241.  Treat- 
ment of,  at  St  Augustine  and  retalia- 
tion proposed,  376,  388.  See  Lee, 
Charles  ;  and  Retaliation. 
Prisoners,  British,  I.  226.  Complaint 
as  to  their  treatment,  29 1,325,  II.  522. 
Taken,  at  Trenton,  I.  311 :  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Bennington,  425,  U.  522;  at 
St  John's  and  by  Colonel  Brown,  L 
475,  II.  530;  at  Staten  Island,  50.  Mode 
of  settlement  for  supplies  to,  105. 
Belonging  to  a  ship  stranded  on  the 
coast  of  New  Jersey,  243.  Imprison- 
ed, 322,  336,  361.  Insist  on  freedom 
of  speech,  336.  Taken  by  Captain 
Ebenezer  Allen,  531;  by  Colonel 
Campbell,  disposed  of,  ILL  168;  at 
the  Cowpens,  236,  238;  by  Marion 
and  Lee,  393,  430 ;  at  Gloucester,  427. 
Treatment  of,  505.  Movements  for 
the  restoration  of,  IV.  22,  31.  See 
Convention  Troops. 

Privateering,  L  345.  Discouraged  in 
Bermuda,  III.  25.  Injury  to  the  enemy 
by,  180. 

Prizes,  1. 125.  Taken  by  captain  Tuck- 
er and  others,  201,  226,257.  Arrive 
at  Marblehead,  II.  73 ;  in  the  Delaware, 
159;  at  Boston,  280;  at  Salem,  444. 
Taken  by  privateers  and  row-boats 
near  Charleston,  III.  180.  On  the 
admission  of  French,  to  ports  of  the 
United  States,  IV.  438. 

Pkocter,  Thomas,  Colonel,  at  Phila- 
delphia, II.  143.  In  the  expedition  to 
Bull's  Perry,  III.  37.  Mode  of  rais- 
ing and  officering  his  regiment,  275. 
Effort  of,  to  go  to  the  western  In- 
dians, IV.  379. 

Prospect  Hill,  Convention  Troops  at, 
H.  16. 

Provisions,  scarcity  of,  in  the  Northern 
Department,  L 187,  190,  198, 383, 393, 
401 , 5 1 5, 51 9.  Tories  supply  the  Brit- 
ish with,  443.  Sufferings  of  the  army 
for,  while  crossing  New  Jersey,  n.  145, 
147.  Regard  to,  in  selecting  winter- 
quarters,  352.  Exhausted  in  New 
York,  440.  Commissaries  forbidden 
to  purchase,  449,  459.  Want  of,  at 
West  Point,  462.  Efforts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  supplying,  464.  Want  and 
supply  of,  at  Fort  Pitt,  UL  10,  33,  63, 
84, 119, 163;  in  the  south,  66, 107,  137, 
207,  218,  245,  283;  at  West  Point, 
112;  at  Fort  Schuvler  and  Schenec- 
tady, 230.  Demand  of,  in  North  Car- 
olina, 283.  Exertions  to  furnish  to 
the  cooperating  forces  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  398,  408. 

Prudence  Island,  descent  on,  I.  133. 

46* 


Prussia,  IL  117,  333,  IV.  414,  429. 

Public  credit,  on  means  for  restoring, 
IV.  19.  Effect  of  Washington's  ad- 
ministration on,  307,  309. 

Public  debt,  IL  234,  235.  Movements 
in  Congress  respecting  the,  HI.  554, 
IV.  25.  On  funds  for  the,  18,  25,  34, 
101,  103,  108,  114, 174,  180.  Interest 
of  the,  not  paid,  171.  Propositions  to 
buy  the  whole,  426. 

Public  officers,  on  the  exemption  of, 
from  civil  suits,  UL  544. 

Pulaski,  Count,  appointed  brigadier- 
general  and  to  command  cavalry,  II. 
53.  His  letters  respecting  the  cavalry 
its  and  organization,  53, 57, 64,  87.  In- 
cidents in  the  life  of,  87.  In  South 
Carolina,  312. 

Putnam,  Israel,  Major-General,  I.  84, 
298,  352.  On  cooperating  with,  310. 
To  reenforce  Fort  Montgomery,  416. 
On  keeping  a  party  at  White  Plains, 
417.  Conjectures  of,  as  to  the  enemy's 
movements,  41 8, 440,  U.  536.  Troops 
under,  6.  Reinforcements  for,  16. 
Disposition  of  his  forces,  24.  Appli- 
cation to,  for  reinforcements  to  the 
main  army,  25,  28,  31,  33,  34,  37,  39, 
549.  Complaints  against,  33  -  37, 552, 
554.  Deviates  from  orders,  38.  At 
New  York,  59,  550.  Returns  to  camp, 
from  the  eastward,  293.  His  troops 
ordered  to  the  North  River,  294.  On 
excursions  of  the  enemy,  294.  Seiz- 
ed with  paralysis,  457. 

Putnam,  Rufus,  Colonel,  1. 271.  Gen- 
eral, IV.  59,  118.  On  a  treaty  with 
Wabash  Indians,  405. 

Q. 

Quartermaster's  Department,  plan  for,  pro- 
posed by  Mifflin,  IL  45.  Condition  of 
the,  164,  271,  371.  Employment  of 
bateau-men  by  the,  317.  On  new 
arrangements  in  the,  423,  428,  IIL  49, 
53.  Greene's  resignation  in  the,  48, 
53,  77.  Pickering's  appointment  in 
the,  53,  60..  See  Greene,  Mifflin, 
Pickering,  and  Provisions, 

Quebec,  I.  23.  Forces  at,  24,  476,  488, 
492, 504.  Consequences  of  capturing, 
83,  503.  American  troops  before,  88, 
92,  476,  494,  509.  Houses  around, 
burnt,  95.  Apprehensions  respecting, 
1 1 0.  Americans  defeated  at,  1 14, 1 1 6, 
123, 134,  499.  Siege  of,  and  sallies 
from;  condition  of  the  inhabitants, 
116,154,163,196,503,507,512.  Arri- 
val there  of  British  ships,  197,  512, 
515.    Retreat  from,  197,  512,  532. 

Qcesada,  Governor  of  Florida,  on  the 
delivery  of  fugitives  by,  IV.  386. 
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Qcincy,  Jobiah,  on  shutting  up  the 
harbour  of  Boston,  I.  72.  On  taking 
Boston,  76.  On  the  depreciation  and 
evil  of  paper  money,  IIL  157. 

R 

Radiere,  a  French  engineer,  I.  407, 
408. 

Rahl,  a  Hessian  colonel,  I.  323. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  I.  82,  II.  128. 
On  Washington's  appointment  to  the 
Convention,  IV.  124,  152.  On  west- 
ern internal  navigation,  129.  On 
amendments,  295,  298.  On  a  digest 
of  the  federal  law,  391.  On  payments 
to  France,  421.  On  charges  against 
Morris  and  the  removal  of  him,  424, 
446.  Secretary  of  State,  445.  On  the 
nomination  of  an  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary to  London,  448.  Refuses  to 
disclose  information  from  Europe, 
460. 

Randolph,  Peyton,  first  President 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  1. 32.  His 
death,  67. 

Rank,  military,  of  Continental  and  Pro- 
vincial officers,  1. 140,  143.  Of  French 
artillery  officers,  379.  Of  French  engi- 
neers, 407,  409.  Thomson  on,  408. 
Of  brevet  commissions,  n.  115.  Diffi- 
culty between  Steuben  and  Small- 
wood,  as  to,  III.  167.  See  Brod 
head. 

Rawdon,  Lord,  letters  of,  found  and 
published,  III.  76,  312.  Offers  to  ex- 
change Dubuysson  for  Governor  Ham- 
ilton, 99.  Corps  of,  going  to  Ireland, 
535. 

Rawlings,  Moses,  Colonel,  I.  300. 

Read,  Jacob,  on  the  inefficiency  of  the 
government,  IV.  77. 

Red  Bank,  II.  3,  4.  Repulse  of  the 
enemy  at,  12.  Interception  of  com- 
munication with,  43. 

Rbddick,  Willis,  II.  489. 

Reed,  Geosoe  Washington,  HI.  27. 

Reed,  Joseph,  Colonel,  I.  8,  16,  25, 
46.  Sends  manifestoes  to  Arnold, 
49.  Absent  from  camp,  82,  162.  To 
join  Washington,  162.  Urges  Cad- 
walader  to  march  to  Burlington,  313. 
Declines  being  brigadier-general,  388. 
Proposed  for  a  new  board  of  war,  II. 
11.  General;  on  a  committee  for  re- 
gulating the  army,  67, 138.  President 
of  Pennsylvania  j  on  the  trial  of  Ar- 
nold, 275.  On  supplies  for  the  army, 
463 ;  raising  men,  464 ;  vesting  powers 
in  the  Executive,  466 ;  and  the  effect 
of  the  parties  in  Congress,  467.  On 
light-horse  recruits,  and  exertions  of 
ladies  for  relief  of  the  army,  478.    On 


the  powers  invested  in  him,  HI.  16. 
Cooperation  of,  to  suppress  the  muti- 
ny in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  194. 

Reed,  at  Chamblee,  I.  218. 

Refugees,  Board  of,  III.  500. 

Rendon,  Francisco,  agent  for  the 
Spanish  Government,  III.  414,  IV. 
150. 

Retaliation,  for  the  treatment  of  prison- 
ers, L  259,  325,  357,  491.  Resolution 
on,  sent  to  Howe,  381.  Montgomery 
threatens,  472.  For  Lee,  1L  218.  Pro- 
posed for  the  treatment  of  prisoners 
at  St  Augustine,  III.  388;  for  the 
execution  of  Hayne,  393,  431,  448, 
533 ;  for  the  murder  of  Huddy,  504, 
519,  533 ;  for  the  death  of  Crawford, 
523. 

Rhode  Island,  I.  1.  Efforts  of,  to  pro- 
cure powder,  17.  Forces  in,  98.  Cri- 
tical situation  of,  133.  Renounces 
allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 
192.  Measures  of,  for  filling  up  the 
Continental  army,  II.  78.  Militia  of, 
ordered  out,  III.  42.    See  Cooke. 

Rhode  Island,  the  Island  of,  British 
troops  on,  I.  321,326,  327,334,360. 
The  plan  for  attacking  the  enemy  on, 
835,  354,  359.  British  fortifying,  IL 
113.  Count  d'Estaing  sails  for,  160, 
166,  175,  183.  British  forces  at,  171, 
175,  179.  Sullivan's  expedition  to. 
174,  175.  Battle  and  retreat  from, 
192,  198,  202.  British  evacuate  and 
carry  off  records,  341.  Defences  for, 
III.  36,42.  Threatened,  43.  See 
Newport,  and  Sullivan. 

Richelieu  Rapids,  I.  494,  510. 

Richmond,  Colonel,  I.  291. 

Richmond,  rendezvous  at,  II.  448.  Bri- 
tish expedition  to,  III.  201.  Phillips's 
plan  against,  defeated,  306.  Lafayette 
at ;  Cornwallis  advances  against,  325. 
British  force  at,  845.  On  protecting, 
424. 

Richmore,  Colonel,  from  Montreal,  L 
147. 

Ridgefield,  McDougalTs  excursion  to- 
wards, I.  374. 

Riede8el,  Baron,  IL  369,  512.  Com- 
plains of  the  treatment  of  Hessian 
Prisoners,  522. 

Riflemen,  I.  202,  424,  II.  501. 

Roberdbau,  Daniel,  General,  I.  285. 

Robertson,  General,  wounded  at  Nash- 
ville, IV.  463. 

Robinson,  James,  British  general, 
confines  Laurens,  III.  518. 

Rochambeau,  Count  de,  arrives  at 
Newport  with  a  French  army,  III.  12. 
Effects  of  his  arrival,  on  the  militia, 
45.  Interview  of  Washington  with, 
90,  93.     Junction  of,  with  Washing- 
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ton,  346.  His  movements  to  aid 
Greene,  471,  476,  485.  Engraving  of 
field-pieces  for,  487.  Effect  of  Count 
de  Grasse's  defeat  on  his  plans,  514. 
French  troops  left  by,  at  York,  526. 
His  preparations  for  departure  and 
embarkation,  540.  On  a  visit  to 
France  by  Washington,  IV.  36. 

Rodney,  Cacsar,  Governor  of  Dela- 
ware, III.  14. 

Rodney,  Admiral,  III.  105,  880. 

Rogers,  James,  Colonel,  L  93,  96. 

Rogers,  Robert,  Major,  I.  93.  Ex- 
amination   of,  90.      Visits    Schuyler, 

110.  Defeated,  299.  Plan  against  his 
party,  305. 

Row-boats,  injury  done  to  the  enemy  by, 

111.  180. 

Rugely,  Colonel,  captured,  IIL  167. 
Russell,  Thomas,  IV.  476. 
Russia,  I.  126,  172,  IV.  82,  171,  199. 
Rutherford,   Robert,    on    money 

emissions,  II.  253. 
Rut  ledge,  Edward,  L  287,  II.  141. 

Imprisonment  and  treatment  of,  III. 

387. 
Rutledge,  John,  Governor  of  South 

Carolina,  on  operations  for  recovering 

southern  States,  III.    64,  188,    368, 

415. 

S. 

St.  Augustine,  proposed  expeditions 
against,  II.  235,  240,  IIL  162,  542. 
Excursion  from,  into  Georgia,  II.  242. 
British  detachment  to,  375.  Trans- 
portation of  Charleston  citizens  to,  IIL 
1 80, 1 88,  376, 388.  Royalists,  rangers, 
and  refugees  go  to,  535. 

St.  Clair,  Arthur,  Colonel,  I.  208, 
209, 219, 525.  His  letters  to  Schuyler, 
392-394,  II.  510,  513.  Marches  from 
Mount  Independence,  L  393,  403,  II. 
513.  Arrival  of,  at  Fort  Edward  1. 397. 
II.  514.  Details  of  his  operations,  I. 
400,  II.  510,  513.  Visits  Congress,  L 
482.  Proceedings  of  the  court-mar- 
tial on,  to  be  printed,  II.  222.  On 
Sullivan's  expedition  against  Indians, 
267,  268.  On  removing  his  troops  to 
New  Windsor,  303.  On  the  disposi- 
tion of  troops  in  New  Jersey,  388.  On 
a  commission  for  settling  a  general 
cartel  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  415. 
On  the  condition  of  affairs  at  West 
Point,  III.  112.  On  the  defection  in 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  195.  Exertions 
of,  to  send  troops  against  Cornwallis, 
250.  Joins  Greene,  447-450,  465. 
Governor;  writes  to  Congress  respect- 
ing Connolly's  mission,  IV.  252.  Ex- 
pedition under,  379.    His  return,  404. 

St.  John's,  British  forces  and  fortifica- 


tions at,  1.6,  24,  41,  462,  465,  472, 
528.  American  movements  against, 
40,  44,  66,  77,  79,  465,  467.  Plan  for 
attacking,  43,  469.  Surrender  of,  and 
prisoners,  81,  473,  474.  Baggage  and 
artillery  removed  to,  212, 526.  Import- 
ant, 215.    Abandoned,  238,  533. 

St.  Leger,  General,  II.  256,  519,  523. 

St.  Simon,  Marquis  de,  III.  401. 

St.  Vincent's,  Fort,  II.  313,  IV.  400. 

Sandusky,  III.  453,  473,  503.  Failure 
of  an  expedition  against,  509,  516, 
522.  Torture  of  captives  at,  523. 
Commanded  by  a  British  captain, 
523. 

Saratoga,  I.  22,  94,  428,  HI.  336.  On 
violating  the  convention  at,  II.  331. 
See  Convention  Troops. 

Saratoga  Springs,  experiments  in  the, 
IV.  73. 

Saroent,  Paul  Dudley,  Colonel,  I. 
200. 

Sargent,  Winthrop,  Major,  IV. 
59,  96. 

Sartine,  M.  de,  II.  156. 

Savannah,  attack  on,  I.  167.  Retreat 
from,  II.  245, 347.  Movements  against, 
338.  Defeat  at,  363,  387.  Prevost 
and  troops  at,  402.  Vessels  arrive  at, 
410.  British  force  at,  IIL  372,  373. 
Enemy's  forage  at,  burnt,  491.  Ves- 
sels sail  to,  from  New  York,  514.  On 
the  evacuation  of,  by  the  British,  514, 
525. 

Scam  me  ll,  Alexander,  Colonel,  III. 
413. 

Schenectady,  III.  1 21 ,  1 31 ,  337,  402. 

Schoharie,  destroyed,  III.  121,  130,  133. 

Schuyler,  Philip,  Major-General,  I. 
3,  54.  Aid  to,  from  Connecticut,  5. 
At  Ticonderoga,  6,  8.  Favors  an  ex- 
pedition to  Canada,  23.  Advances  to 
Isle-aux-Noix,  28,  40.  At  St.  John's,  x 
40.  Sickness  and  distresses  among 
his  troops,  42, 59,  398.  See  Smallpox. 
Returns  to  Isle-aux-Noix,  43.  On  the 
movements  against  Canada,  77.  On 
the  capitulation  of  Montreal,  85.  Rea- 
sons of,  for  retiring  from  the  army, 
109,  115,  287,  II.  408.  On  Major 
Robert  Rogers,  1. 1 10.  On  Washing- 
ton's letter  to  Howe,  111.  Continues 
in  service,  186.  On  the  evacuation  of 
Canada,  240,  247,  253.  On  the  ex- 
tent of  Gates's  authority,  249.  Com- 
plaints against ;  his  justification,  287, 
II.  406.  Wants  forces,  I.  320,  382, 
383,  392,  394,  416,  419,  424.  Pro- 
gress of  Burgoyne  and  operations  of 
the  northern  army  in  opposing  him, 
392,11.510.  At  Saratoga,  416.  Fortify- 
ing at  Stillwater,  419.  On  the  battle 
of  Bennington,  425.    Inquiry  into  his 
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conduct,  429,  II.  97,  98,  133.  De- 
clines appointment,  407, 411.  On  the 
restoration  of  rank  to,  408.  In  Con- 
gress, 411.  On  the  new  organization 
of  the  army,  424,  427.  To  proceed 
to  head-quarters  and  consult  on  the 
affairs  of  the  army,  454.  On  the  mu- 
tiny in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  III.  2 12. 
On  filling  the  war  department,  280. 
Attempt  to  surprise,  375,  462.  Ef- 
forts of,  to  brine  wheat  from  Schoha- 
rie, 402.    Guard  left  to  protect,  462. 

Schuyler,  Fort,  siege  of,  raised.  L  426, 
430,  IL  518.  Provisions  for,  473, 
III.  134,  230.  Destroyed,  and  stores 
removed,  336. 

Scott,  Charles,  General,  IL  147. 
On  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  150. 
Sends  light-horse  to  Morgan,  152. 
Joins  Lincoln  in  the  south,  345,  360, 
405,  419,  433,  434.  On  the  new  or- 
ganization of  the  army,  424. 

Scott,  John  Morin,  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel, L  33,  333,  340. 

Scott,  Major,  sent  with  goods  to 
Chamblee,  I.  528,  529. 

Seamen,  impressments  of,  in  British 
ports,  IV.  396. 

Sears,  Isaac,  Captain,  I.  118,  120. 
Lee's  remarks,  on,  147.  Colonel ;  re- 
ception of,  by  Count  d'Estaing,  IL 
173. 

Seodr,  Count  de,  IV.  307,  489. 

Selleck,  Captain,  British  attempt  to 
surprise,  II.  294. 

Shawanese  towns,  H.  459,  IIL  63,  77. 

Shays's  rebellion,  IV.  206,207.  History 
of,  229.     See  Massachusetts. 

Shee,  John,  Colonel,  I.  276. 

Shelby,  Colonel,  II.  313. 

Sheldon,  Elisha,  Colonel,  m.  81, 
83.  In  arrest,  84.  At  Yorktown, 
427. 

Shepherd,  Abraham,  Colonel,  L  381, 
11.42. 

Sherburne,  Henrt,  Major,  at  the 
Cedars,  I.  258,  521.  Loss  of  his 
party,  532.    At  Hartford,  H.  359. 

SniPPEN,  William,  proposition  of,  to 
fix  a  hospital  at  Letiz.  II.  89,  92. 

Short,  William,  in  France,  IV.  218, 
346,  378.  Mission  of,  to  Madrid,  395. 
Proposition  by,  respecting  Lafayette, 
409.  Favors  the  purchase  of  Ameri- 
can paper,  426. 

Shuter,  Colonel,  IV.  249. 

Shuter's  Creek,  HI.  457. 

Sillihan,  G.,  Selleck,  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral, and  his  son,  surprised  and  taken, 
II.  294. 

Sinclair,  Sir  John,  IV.  471,  480. 

Skene,  Philip,  Governor,  I.  266,  290, 
H.  514. 


Skenaboroagh,  enemy  at,  I.  396,  399, 
404,  II.  513.  Purpose  of  evacuating, 
HI.  442. 

Skinner,  Abraham,  H.  24. 

Skinner,  Cortland,  Colonel,  I.  419, 
H.49. 

Slaves,  I.  32.  Encouraged  to  desert, 
167.  South  Carolina  refuses  to  raise 
a  corps  of,  345.  In  service  during  the 
war,  to  be  free,  H.  78.  In  Virginia 
to  be  taken  into  safe  keeping,  4S9. 
Flight  of,  in  Virginia,  HL  314.  On 
disposing  of  those  taken  with  Corn- 
watlis,  410.  Lafayette's  plan  of  liberat- 
ing. 547,  IV.  110.  On  the  restoration 
of,  by  the  British,  35.  Petition  for 
manumission  of,  rejected  in  Virginia, 
120.  On  payment  for,  according  to 
the  treaty,  331.    See  negroes. 

Smallpox,  among  the  troops  in  Canada, 
L  155,  196,  209,  218,  220,  231,  255. 
279,  526,  530.  Inoculation  of  troops 
with  the,  196,  218,  220,  367,  516,  532. 

Smallwood,  William,  General,  HL 
165,167,  191. 

Smith,  Samuel,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
H.  7. 

Smith,  Stephen,  Captain,  commend- 
ed, L  102. 

Smith,  William,  Chief  Justice,  UL 
518. 

Smith,  Captain  in  Arnold's  expedition, 
1.47. 

Sorel,  forces  and  fortifications  at,  L  211, 
212.  Attempt  to  hold,  532.  Meeting 
of  Steuben  and  Haldimand  at,  IV.  41. 

South  Carolina,  troops  of,  L  126, 131. 
Obliges  Campbell  to  leave  the  harbour, 
130.  Troops  of,  commended ;  opera- 
tions in,  246,  IL  490,  492.  Danger 
of  an  attack  on,  221,  385.  Troops  and 
supplies  in,  241 .  Disgusted  with  Con- 
gress, 280, 375.  Troops  of,  for  defend- 
ing Charleston,  345,  347,  405.  Acts 
of,  respecting  militia,  345.  On  recov- 
ering, III.  52,  64,  66.  Distresses  and 
dangers  of,  107.  Treatment  of  citizens 
of,  by  the  enemy,  180,  188.  British 
draft  men  from,  246.  Disaffection  in, 
246.  On  the  establishment  of  a  civil 
government  there,  388.  Delegates 
from,  in  Congress  urge  severe  treat- 
ment of  Cornwallis,  434.  Rejects  the 
impost  act,  IV.  4,  38.  Appoints  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Convention,  166. 
Ratifies  anew  Constitution,  341.  See 
Charleston, 

Southern  Military  Department,  L 165.  Lin- 
coln takes  command  in  the,  H.  241. 
Distresses  and  destitution  in  the,  HI. 
52,  166,  191,  207,  215,  218.  Greene 
appointed  to  the  command  there,  116, 
119,  123,  137,  139.     Maryland  and 
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Delaware  annexed  to  the,  139.  Sub- 
scriptions for  supplies  to  the,  139. 

Southei-n  Slates,  preparations  for  defend- 
ing, 1. 123,  130.  Laurens  on  the  in- 
habitants of  the,  II.  120.  Madness  of 
the  enemy  in  going  there,  281.  Bri- 
tish forces  in  the,  ILL  52.  Apprehen- 
sions for  the,  145,  234,  299,  331.  Im- 
portance to  the  British  of  possessing, 
331.  Importance  of  recovering,  416. 
Defenceless  and  without  civil  govern- 
ment, 537.  Protection  provided  for, 
542.  Weakness  and  distress  of  the, 
IV.  5.  See  Cornwallis,  Greene, 
and  Lee. 

Spain,  cautious  of  an  alliance  with  the 
United  States,  III.  172.  Dilatoriness 
in  the  treaty  with,  173,  378.  Offer  of 
service  by  Galvaez,  commander  of 
forces  of,  414.  Treaty  with,  IV.  134, 
138,  140,  174,  180, 187,300.  Political 
interest  of,  as  to  the  western  waters, 
247,  301, 378.  Influence  of,  on  south- 
ern Indians,  275,  278,  282,  301,  316, 
404.  On  taking  part  in  the  prospect- 
ive war  of,  with  England,  347,  349. 
Appointment  of  a  minister  resident 
to,  356,  358.  Declaration  of  war  by, 
491. 

Specie,  sent  to  Canada,  I.  213,  252. 
Advanced  by  Robert  Morris,  315.  At 
Ticondcroga,  315.  Want  of,  in  Ca- 
nada, 487,  489-491,  518.  Voted  for 
the  use  of  the  Commander-in-chief,  II. 

195,  221.  Borrowed  of  France,  234. 
Gratuity  of,  to  the  troops,  III.  212, 
222,  224.  Efforts  to  raise  taxes  in, 
340.  Wanted  by  Lafayette,  344.  See 
Money,  and  Paper  money. 

Speculators,  II.  206,  216,  236,  HI.  170. 
Spencer,  Joseph,  General,  I.  352. 
Spies,  British  taken,  seized,  tried,  and 
executed,  I.  329,  334,  363,  III.  195, 

196,  198,  199,  206.  Sent  out  by  Brod- 
head,  397. 

Springfield,  in  Massachusetts,  L  94, 428, 
III.  13. 

Springfield,  in  New  Jersey,  British  ex- 
cursion to,  III.  5. 

Stanwix,  Fort,  I.  252,  427,  IL  523. 

Stark,  John,  Colonel,  at  Sorel,  1. 218. 
General ;  victorious  at  Bennington, 
425,  II.  516, 51 8.  Joined  by  Lincoln,  L 
427.  Colonel  Butler  to  join  in  defence 
of  the  western  frontiers,  II.  169.  On 
the  spirit  of  the  people  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, III.  13,  284.  Sick  and  absent, 
160,  284,  354.  Takes  command  in 
the  Northern  Department  and  holds  a 
treaty  with  the  Green  Mountain  Boys, 
354.  374.  His  ill-health  and  want  of 
funds,  534. 

State  rights  party,  in  Congress,  III.  1 8, 85. 


Staten  Island,  I.  286.  Interview  there 
between  British  commissioners  and 
a  committee  of  Congress,  288.  Forces 
on,  419.  Apprehension  of  an  irruption 
from,  432.  Dickinson's  attack  on,  II. 
23,  49.  Rhode  Island  army  on,  342. 
Lord  Stirling's  expedition  to,  380,392. 
Troops  pass  from,  to  New  Jersey,  469. 

States,  disagreement  between  Congress 
and,  II.  272, 280, 37  5.  Jealous  of  each 
other,  331,  421.  Requisitions  on  the, 
for  reinforcements,  376.  Responsi- 
bilities thrown  upon  the,  by  Congress, 
476.  To  furnish  men  and  specific  sup- 
plies, III.  145 ;  171,  289.  Delinquen- 
cies and  deficiencies  of  the,  382.  Non- 
compliance of,  with  requisitions  of 
Congress,  466.  Necessity  of  obtaining 
money  and  men  from  the,  467.  Charge 
of  partiality  among  the,  484.  Reject 
the  five  per  cent  duty  act,  IV.  3.  Re- 
quired to  settle  accounts,  7,  24.  Jea- 
lous of  the  Confederation,  48.  Peace 
of  the  Union  at  the  mercy  of  the,  368. 
Operation  of  the  federal  government 
on  governors  and  officers  of,  447. 

Statue  of  Washington,  IV.  84,  106. 

Stephens,  General,  to  command  Vir- 
ginia militia,  III.  124. 

Steuben,  Frederic  William,  Baron, 
II.  420.  On  the  plan  of  the  army  sent 
by  the  Commander-in-chief  to  Con- 
gress, III.  126.  On  cavalrv,  127. 
Commands  in  Virginia,  166.  Activity 
of,  during  the  British  expedition  against 
Richmond,  202-205.  Has  difficulty 
in  arranging  the  Virginia  line,  208, 
293.  Operations  of,  relating  to  Ports- 
mouth, 255,  256,  264,  290.  His  plan 
of  forced  marches  against  Cornwallis. 
291.  Wants  arms,  292.  Greene  de- 
clines calling  him  to  the  army,  293. 
Rcenforccd  by  Lafayette,  308.  Mission 
of,  to  Haldimand  respecting  prisoners 
and  posts,  IV.  39, 41.  His  claims  and 
necessities,  122,  189. 

Stewart,  Charles,  III.  5. 

Stewart,  Colonel,  at  the  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, IL  1 50.  In  the  action  near 
Green  Spring  Farm,  III.  350. 

Stillwater,  I.  419, 11.524,  527-529,  535. 

Stirling.  Lord,  1. 107, 124.  At  New 
York,  146,  159,  161,  165,  172.  Com- 
mended, 153,  162.  On  exchanging, 
289.  In  New  Jersey,  II.  215,  297. 
On  the  action  of  the  hew  Jersey  legis- 
lature, 298.  Troops  under,  360,  368. 
On  General  Lincoln,  368.  Expedition 
of,  to  Staten  Island,  380. 

Stockton,  Mrs.,  on  her  confinement  in 
a  jail,  1.322. 

Stonington,  I.  31,  39. 

Stony  Point,  IL  307,  319,  332,  IIL  113. 
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Strong,  Caleb,  Delegate  to  the  Gene- 
ral Convention,  IV.  166. 

Stuart,  David,  IV.  265. 

Sullivan,  John,  General,  I.  70.  His 
examination  of  Major  Robert  Rogers, 
96.  At  Sorel,  211,  237.  His  move- 
ments against  the  enemy,  211,  216, 
514,  525.  Forces  under,  218,  525. 
Sickness  of  his  troops,  231,  233,  243. 
On  the  evacuation  of  Canada,  241, 247, 
531.  On  exchanging,  289.  Complains 
of  being  slighted,  352.  Applies  for  the 
command  at  Ticonderoga,  353.  At 
Flemington,  385.  On  a  project  for  at- 
tacking Howe,  IL  63.  Proposes  to 
resign,  80.  Arrangements  by,  to  com- 
municate and  cooperate  with  Count  d* 
Estain*,  161,  167,  170,  172,  174,  178, 
180.  Ilis  plans  and  operations  on 
Rhode  Island,  175,  178,  188,  191. 
Forces  under,  177,  178,  188.  Cen- 
sures Count  d'  Estaing,  185,  190,  204. 
Fights  and  retreats  from  Rhode  Island, 
192,  198,  202.  His  expedition  against 
western  Indians,  264,  280,316.  Keen- 
forcements  for,  317.  Advance  of,  to 
Pompton,  342.  Resigns,  343,  365/  On 
the  cabal  against  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  366.  On  parties  in  Congress 
and  the  arrangement  of  the  army,  III. 
144.  On  appointments  by  Congress, 
253.    Not  favored  by  Adams,  253. 

Sullivan's  Island,  attack  on,  I.  244,  II. 
502. 

Sumpter,  Thomas,  Colonel,  HI.  67, 
75,  279.  Defeats  Tarleton,  167,  180. 
Movements  of,  228,  245.  Orangeburg 
surrenders  to,  311. 

T. 

Talbot.  Major,  bravery  of,  II.  193. 

Tallmadge,  Benjamin,  Major,  IT. 
215:  III.  102. 

Tarleton,  a  British  lieutenant-colo- 
nel, successes  against,  HI.  180,  217, 
225,  246,  257,  260.  Journal  of  his 
campaigns,  IV.  172. 

Tarrytown,  I.  438,  II.  537. 

Taxes,  by  the  States,  H.  47.  Recom- 
mendation of,  by  Congress,  235.  In 
Virginia,  253.  Embarrassments  as  to, 
464.  Apprehensions  from,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in.  24.  Voted  by  Congress, 
219.  Efforts  to  raise,  in  specie,  340. 
New  Hampshire,  paid  in  produce,  534. 

Taylor,  Colonel,  guards  Convention 
Troops,  II.  360,  III.  142. 

Teller's  Point,  U.  305. 

Ten  Broeck,  Abraham,  I.  333,  IL 
169,  III.  134. 

Tents,  I.  236,  280,  H.  68,  HI.  50,  72, 
166,  428. 


Ternant,  John,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
II.  375.  Successor  of  Count  de  Mous- 
tier,  IV.  269,  313,  363,  377.  His  ap- 
plications for  arms  and  provisions  to  be 
sent  to  Hispaniola,  382-385,  415  ;  for 
funds,  422,  423. 

Ternay,  Chevalier  de,  with  a  French 
fleet,  at  Newport,  IIL  12,  44,  54,  57. 

Thayer,  Simeon,  Major,  IL  43. 

Thomas,  John,  Major-general,  takes 
command  in  Canada,  I.  165,  185. 
Forces  under,  185,  186,  194,  196.  Re- 
tarded by  ice,  189.  At  Montreal,  189, 
194.  Retreats,  197,  515,  516.  Sick- 
ness and  death  of,  210,  211,  225,  518, 
525. 

Thompson,  William,  Brigadier-gene- 
ral, I.  161,  516.  Ordered  to  the 
Southern  Department,  161 ;  to  New 
York,  162,  165,  172,  175.  On  the 
prospects  in  Canada,  207,  210.  At- 
tacks the  enemy  at  Three  Rivers,  213, 
214,  216,  525.  Repulsed  and  made 
prisoner,  218,  234,  237,  242,  512,  530, 
531. 

Thompson,  Colonel,  repulses  the  ene- 
my, I.  246  ;  II.  503. 

Thomson,  Charles,  I.  406,  407. 

Thornton,  F.,  Colonel,  applies  for  the 
restoration  of  negroes,  IV.  36. 

Three  Rivers,  I.  135,  195.  Advance  to, 
bv  the  enemy,  208,  210,  212,  526.  See 
Thompson. 

Thurston,  Charles  M.,  on  the  faction 
in  Kentucky,  IV.  451. 

Ticonderoga,  confusion,  and  controversy 
about  command  at,  1. 3,  6,  14.  Troops 
at,  8,  23, 25, 87, 110.  Cannon  removed 
from,  157.  See  Knox,  Henry.  Oc- 
cupation of,  233.  251,  279,  535.  Mas- 
sachusetts levies  ordered  to,  354. 
Want  of  forces  at,  382,  392,  400. 
Threatened,  383,  392.  On  the  evacu- 
ation of,  393,  399,  401,  429,  II.  511. 
535.  Inquiry  into  the  affair  of,  I.  429J 
II.  97,  133.  Arrival  there  of  carpen- 
ters to  build  vessels,  I.  534,  537.  Ex- 
peditions against,  by  Gates,  II.  38,  525, 
526  -  530.  British  appear  before,  IIL 
446.    See  Schuyler. 

Tilohman,  Tench,  IH.  24.  Des- 
patched to  Congress  after  Cornwallis's 
surrender,  434. 

Tilly,  a  French  naval  officer,  confers 
with  Virginians,  IH.  249-251. 

Tories.    See  Loyalists. 

Tousard,  Lewis,  wounded,  II.  201. 

Treason  acts  passed  by  Congress,  I. 
236,  U.  105. 

Treaties,  with  the  Ohio  Indians,  I.  89. 
With  France,  II.  116, 124.  Between 
New  York  and  the  Six  Nations,  IV. 
79,  80.    Violations  of  the,  with  Great 


No.  m.] 


GENERAL    INDEX. 


551 


Britain,  134,  162,  322,  331.  With 
Indians,  403.  See  British  treaty, 
France,  and  Spain. 

Trenton,  success  at,  I.  311,  317,  322, 
323.  Freedom  of  the  city  given  to 
Washington,  IV.  85.  On  voting  funds 
for  public  buildings  at,  104. 

Tripoli,  on  a  treaty  with,  IV.  134. 

Troup,  Major,  Aid  to  General  Gates, 
1.436. 

Trumbull,  John,  1. 10.  Visits  Stutt- 
gard,  IV.  471. 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Governor  of 
Connecticut,  on  the  appointment  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  I.  2.  On 
Lord  North's  Conciliatory  Bills,  II. 
115.  On  David  BushneU  and  his  in- 
ventions, 301.  On  cooperating  with 
d'Estaing,  and  defending  Connecticut, 
341.  Exertions  of,  to  procure  gratui- 
ties and  clothing  for  tho  troops,  III. 
222.  On  the  difficulties  encountered, 
and  on  doing  justice  to  the  officers, 
350,  356.  On  Arnold's  expedition  to 
New  London  and  Groton,  403,  437. 
On  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  and 
on  defending  Connecticut,  437.  De- 
clines election  to  office,  IV.  51. 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  on  jea- 
lousy of  Congress,  IV.  52.  On  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
200.  On  the  power  of  the  Executive 
to  change  the  place  of  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, 441. 

Trumbull,  Joseph,  Commissary-Ge- 
neral, 1. 10,  247. 

Trton,  William,  Governor  of  New 
York,  I.  118,  140,  152,  160,  IL  62. 

Tryon  County,  I.  3,  421,427.  Appre- 
hensions in,  from  Indians,  IL  255. 
Barbarities  in,  III.  229.  Threatened 
with  depopulation,  229. 

Tucker,  Captian,  takes  two  brigs,  L 
201. 

Tucker,  St.  George,  IV.  121. 

Tudor,  William,  II.  366.  Letter 
of,  to  Washington,  IV.  229. 

7\mis,  on  a  treaty  with,  IV.  134. 

Tupper,  Benjamin,  Colonel,  I.  301, 
304,  IV.  118, 149. 

Turks,  war  with.  IV.  82, 171,  199,  218. 

U. 

UnadiUa,  on  fortifying,  II.  263. 

Union  of  the  States,  III.  548,  IV.  30. 
Endangered,  126,  246.  At  the  mercy 
of  each  State  government,  368.  Dis- 
solution of  the,  anticipated  when 
Washington  retires  from  the  presi- 
dency, 436.  On  the  separation  of 
Kentucky  from  the,  451. 

United  Brethren,  account  of  the,  II.  89. 
See  Moravians. 


United  States,  on  the  separation  of  the 
western  portion  of  the,  from  the  Union, 
IV.  247,  251,  451.  On  digesting  the 
laws  of,  387,  391.  Validity  of  laws  of 
the,  394. 

V. 

Valley  Forge,  YL  63.  Patience  and 
hardships  of  the  armv  there,  83. 

Van  Rensselaer,  M!ajor,  bravery  of, 
I.  341.  General,  ordered  to  Schenec- 
tady, III.  121,  131.  Routs  the  enemy 
at  Fox's  Mills,  131. 

Van  Schaick,  1. 186,11.521.  Colonel, 
to  harass  Sir  John  Johnson,  474.  Sta- 
tioned, HI.  336.  Proceeds  to  Vir- 
ginia, 399. 

Varnum,  James  Mitchell,  I.  305. 
General,  IL  78.  At  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  150. 

Vaudreuil,  L  523,  HI.  540. 

Vauohan,  Benjamin,  IV.  329. 

Vaughan,  John,  a  British  general, 
expedition  of,  up  the  North  River,  II. 
14-16. 

Venango,  attacked,  III.  163. 

Vergennes,  Count  de,  communica- 
tions by,  to  Laurens,  III.  268,  285. 
Complains  of  the  excessive  demands 
of  Congress,  269.  On  the  Preliminary 
Articles  of  peace,  IV.  2. 

Vermont,  petition  from  a  convention  in, 
to  take  Canada,  III.  68.  Critical  situa- 
tion and  policy  of,  440.  'On  the  ad- 
mission of,  to  the  Union,  441,  492. 
558,  IV.  167. 

Vermonters,  I.  44.  Sufferings  and  pa- 
triotism of,  II.  258,  HI.  210,  444. 
Join  Clinton,  11.475.  Turbulent  sons 
of  freedom,  III.  854.  Examination 
by,  of  suspected  persons,  462.  Trai- 
torous correspondence  between  the 
enemy  and,  464. 

Va-plancKs  Point,  II.  16.  Surrender 
of,  303.  American  movements  against, 
320,  327,  328.  On  evacuating,  III. 
113. 

Vessels,  American,  I.  56,  58.  Defend- 
ing the  Potomac  River,  180.  Pur- 
chased, 181.  Attacked  at  Point  Shir- 
ley, 204.  To  be  sunk  in  Hudson's 
River,  271.  To  attack  British  in  the 
Sound,  293.  Duche*  on,  453.  Move- 
ments of.  in  tho  Delaware,  II.  43 ;  at 
Charleston,  404,  414,  418.  Arnold's 
proposed  expedition  with,  409.  To 
cruise  off  the  Delaware,  III.  37,  44. 
Employed  in  advancing  the  operations 
against  Cornwallis,  398,  399,  419. 
Lost,  and  voted  to  the  King  of  France, 
531.    See  British  vessels. 

Ville,  M.  de,  I.  34,  49. 

Ville fran cue,  Major,  IIL  56,  IV.  41. 
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Virginia,  ordinance  of  the  Convention 
for  defending,  I.  63.  Removals  from 
the  seaports  of,  64.  Martial  law  in, 
88.  Troops  to  be  raised  m,  126,  131. 
Operations  in  and  condition  of,  179, 
183,  201,  202,  II.  483,  499.  Troops 
of,  commended,  L  246.  Volunteers 
from,  361,  II.  128.  A  cipher  in  Con- 
cress,  107.  Negligence  of,  respect- 
ing supplies  voted  for  the  army,  232. 
Inquiry  as  to  prisoners  from,  362. 
On  the  cession  by,  of  western  terri- 
tory, III.  80,  101,  104,  219,  IV.  62, 
132.  Greene's  proposition  for  the 
French  to  go  to,  III.  140,  209.  Re- 
cedes from  instructions  respecting  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
243.  Gives  efficient  support  to  Greene, 
267 ;  and  to  Steuben,  290.  Lee  on 
the  condition  of.  332.  Considers  it- 
self ill-treated,  476,  483.  Opposes  the 
admission  of  Vermont  into  the  Union, 
558.  Favors  a  general  convention, 
IV.  163.  Opposition  in,  to  the  Con- 
stitution, 178,  185,  193,  194,  202;  to 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  187.  Escheats 
British  property,  459. 

Virginia  Committee  of  Safety,  I.  1 83,  II. 
485.  Proceedings  of  the,  respecting 
intercourse  with  Dunmore,  and  remov- 
al of  tories,  488. 

Virginia  Convention,  I.  12,  13,  32.  Par- 
ties in  the,  62.  Votes  men  and  mo- 
ney, 63.  Other  ordinances  of  the, 
64. 

Virginia  Legislature,  II.  128.  Roused 
bv  a  letter  from  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  and  raises  a  committee  ospect- 
ing  the  Virginia  line,  229.  1  txes  by 
the,  253.  Embarrasses  the  governor, 
IIL  482.  Shares  voted  to  Washing- 
ton by  the,  IV.  57,  89,93,  97, 108, 119. 
Rejects  a  petition  for  general  manu- 
mission, 120.  Passes  resolutions  re- 
specting debts,  191.  Action  of  the,  in 
putting  into  operation  the  Federal 
Constitution,  240.  Letter  from  the  se- 
nators of  the  State  to  the,  294.  Pro- 
ceedings in  the,  295,  298.  Action  of 
the,  respecting  the  British  treaty,  477. 

Viroinia  line,  I.  301,  361.  Supplies 
seized  and  forwarded  to  the,  II.  52. 
Additional  bounty  for  reenlistments 
in  the,  107, 230.  Efforts  and  proceed- 
ings respecting  the,  229,  486.  On  a 
new  arrangement  in  the,  432,  III. 
11.  Naked,  166.  Difficulties  in  ar- 
ranging the,  208.  Leaves  Greene, 
431,465. 

Virginia  militia,  I.  361,  431,  II.  230. 
Detached  to  the  south  and  the  west, 
261,  477.  Anxious  to  aid  Brodhead 
against  Indians,  459.    Movements  of, 


during  the  British  expedition  against 
Richmond,  III.  200-205.  Join  Greene, 
236,  258.    Fight  gallantly,  266,  308. 
Virginia    troops,    for    the    defence   of 
Charleston,  11.345.    At  Augusta,  347. 
Distinction  in,  360.    Wanted  at  the 
south,    360,   375,    385.    Number   of 
troops  in  service,  478.    To  join  the 
Southern  Army,  III.  52,  73,  75,  247. 
Refuse  to   march  and   join   Greene, 
450,  465.    Ill-treatment  of  the,  483. 
Vocabulary.    See  Indian  vocabulary. 
Volunteers,  from   Virginia.  I.  361,  II. 
128,  III.  228,  261.     From  Philadel- 
phia. 143. 
Vose,  Colonel,  at  Yorktown,  III.  426. 

W. 

Wadswobth,  Jeremiah,  Captain,  I. 
105. 

Wadsworth,  Peleg,  General,  com- 
mander of  troops  at  the  eastward,  IX 
461. 

Wait,  Major,  IL  531. 

Wales,  Major,  accompanies  Indians, 
1.111. 

Walker,  Thomas,"  goods,  of,  to  be 
delivered  to,  I.  530  ;  II.  506,  509. 

Wall,  Colonel,  and  pilots  under.  IL 
170. 

Wallace,  Sir  James,  II.  213. 

Wallace,  a  British  Captain,  I.  98. 
Obtains  supplies  at  Newport,  132. 

Wallop,  Captain,  on  parole  to  nego- 
tiate an  exchange,  IIL  106. 

Walton,  George,  on  a  committee  of 
Congress  to  remain  in  Philadelphia, 
1.311,324. 

War  Department,  delay  in  filling  the, 
IIL  253,  280.  Knox  secretary  of 
the,  IV.  98,  315.     See  Board  of  War. 

Ward.  Artemas,  General,  fortifies 
Boston,  I.  191,  200.  Resignation  of, 
192.  On  Mugford's  death,  204.  On 
captures,  227. 

Ward,  Samuel,  Delegate  in  Congress, 
1.20. 

Ward,  Colonel,  I.  119,  136, 142,  145, 
268.    Stationed  on  Long  Island,  1 58, 

-  161. 

Warner,  Seth,  Colonel,  I.  44,  491, 
493,  II.  512,  513,  529.  On  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants,  L  897,  II.  516. 
Attack  on,  near  Castleton,  I.  404,  IL 
512,  513.  On  Allen's  defeat  and  its 
effects,  I.  466.  Repulses  British  at 
Longueil,  474.  Brigades  of,  to  remain 
near  Albany,  IL  25,  26,  531 ;  to  join 
the  main  army,  25,  30,  34 ;  to  aid  in 
an  expedition  against  New  York,  33, 
38,  59.    Joins  Clinton,  475. 

Warren,  James,  IV.  113,  223. 


J 


No.  in.] 


GENERAL    INDEX. 


553 


Warren,  Joseph,  General,  monument 
to,  I.  364. 

Warren,  Mercy,  Mrs.,  literary  works 
of,  IV.  326. 

Warville,  Brissot  de,  IV.  218,  285. 

Washington,  George,  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Continental  army,  I.  1. 
Thanks  to  him  from  the  Virginia  Con- 
vention, 32, 62.  Instructions  to,  about 
attacking  Boston,  100.  His  superior- 
ity in  command  carefully  preserved 
by  Congress,  114.  To  send  an  ac- 
count of  deficiencies  of  arms  to  differ- 
ent Colonies,  176.  His  success  at 
Trenton,  31 1,317,  322,323  ;  at  Prince- 
ton, 327.  His  opinion  of  Robert  Mor- 
ris, 348.  His  exertions  for  Arnold's 
promotion,  355.  Sick  with  a  fever, 
359.  Opinion  of,  in  Europe,  389.  At 
the  battle  of  Germantown,  445,  II.  1. 
His  opinion  of  Putnam ;  authorized  to 
call  out  militia,  96,  554.  Disturbed 
by  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting 
prisoners,  103.  To  require  all  officers 
to  take  the  oath,  111.  Congratulations 
of,  after  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  153, 
154,  159.  Letters  to,  by  Count  d'Es- 
taing,  155-159.  His  popularity  with 
the  French,  201,  207,  HI.  148, 499,  IV. 
309.  Requested  to  visit  Congress,  II. 
229,  421,  425.  On  an  expedition  to 
Canada,  233.  Enmity  to,  269,  366. 
To  communicate  with  M.  Gerard, 
282,  284.  Ge'rard  takes  leave  of,  335. 
His  confidence  in  Greene,  428.  Peti- 
tion to,  for  an  expedition  against  Ca- 
nada, III.  68.  His  interview  with 
Rochambeau.  90,  93.  Scheme  for 
seizing,  105,  111.  His  plan  adopted 
by  Congress,  126.  Visit  to,  by  French 
officers,  147,  148, 162.  His  iufluence, 
150.  Enmity  of  Gates  to,  280.  Want- 
ed in  Virginia,  326,  332, 334,336,  344, 
392.  Junction  of  Rochambeau  with, 
346.  Conference  with,  and  queries  for 
the  campaign  of  1782,  381.  Opposes 
Cornwallis,  408.  Congratulated  on 
the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  436,  447. 
Invites  Gates  to  join  the  army,  528. 
Is  advised  to  take  the  direction  of 
the  army  in  its  discontents,  550,  IV. 
6, 13.  Efforts  to  weaken  the  popular- 
ity of,  with  the  army,  IH.  557.  Con- 
sulted as  to  measures  for  paying  the 
army,  IV.  1 1 , 1 7, 23.  On  establishing 
a  national  character,  24.  Letters  to, 
on  his  resignation,  49,  58,  66.  Shares 
in  the  Potomac  and  James  River  Com- 
panies voted  to  and  applied,  57,  89,  93, 
97,  108,  119,  464.  Statue  of,  84,  106. 
Written  to,  about  the  publication  of 
Charles  Lee's  papers,  106,  443.  Lear 
his  private  secretary,  123.     Appoint- 
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ment  of,  to  the  convention  at  Phila- 
delphia, 124,  152,  154,  158.  Elected 
to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States, 
and  accepts,  198,  215,  239,  252,  254, 
268,  284,  299,  307,  309,  342.  Inaugu- 
rated, 255.  His  visit  to  New  England 
States,  289,  304;  to  the  south,  304. 
Effect  of  his  administration  in  Europe, 
307,  309,  453,  470.  Queries  by,  on 
allowing  Lord  Dorchester  to  march 
troops  through  the  United  States,  347. 
On  his  reelection  to  the  presidency, 
431,  435.  Intercedes  for  Lafayette, 
490.  His  resignation  and  retirement, 
494,  495. 

Washington,  Lund,  L  89,  182,  III. 
295. 

Washington,  Martha,  Mrs.,  at  head- 
quarters, I.  141,  173,  203, 222.  Invited 
to  Hancock's  family,  205.  Reception 
of,  at  Williamsburg,  430.  Burnaby's 
remarks  as  to,  II.  102.  Visits  Albany, 
III.  280. 

Washington,  William,  Colonel,  IH. 
75.  Captures  Rugely,  167.  Feats  of 
his  cavalry,  874. 

Washington^  Fort,  at  Portsmouth,  L  70. 

Wdshingtony  Fort,  on  Hudson's  River, 
L  298,  418,  II.  398. 

Waterbury,  David,  Colonel,  I.  40. 
Sickness  of  his  soldiers,  42.  Raises 
men,  119,  124.  Aids  Lee,  136,  142. 
In  New  York  city,  159, 161.  General, 
279. 

Watson,  Brook,  letters  of,  I.  471, 
481. 

Watnb,  Anthony,  General,  in  Cana- 
da, L  233,  525,  532,  II.  145,  147.  On 
the  battle  of  Monmouth,  150.  Regrets 
not  knowing  of  the  expedition  against 
Staten  Island,  392.  Near  Chatham, 
III.  6.  Excursion  of,  to  Bull's  Ferrj-, 
34,  38.  On  the  mutiny  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania line,  192,  196.  Collects  men, 
256.  Marches  to  reenforce  Greene, 
309,  321.  Dislikes  to  serve  under 
Lafayette,  335.  Movements  of,  against 
Cornwallis,  near  Green  Spring  Farm. 
343,347.  At  Good's  Bridge,  365.  At 
the  siege  of  Yorktown,  427.  Burns 
enemy's  forage,  491.  Movements  of, 
against  Indians,  IV.  404.  Desertions 
from  his  troops,  404. 

Weare,  Meshech,  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Assembly,  III. 
211.  On  the  exertions  of  New  Hamp- 
shire to  raise  men,  385. 

Webb,  Charles,  Colonel,  II.  39,  42. 
At  Hartford,  359. 

Webb,  Samuel  B.,  Colonel,  I.  21,  37, 
38. 

Webster,  Noah,  IV.  111. 

Weedon,  George,  General,  II.  477 
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Commands  Virginia  forces,  III.  124, 
204.  Approves  Steuben's  plan  of  fall- 
ing on  Cornwallis,  291.  Representa- 
tion against,  294.  At  Fredericksburg, 
365. 

Wesson,  Colonel,  at  the  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, II.  150. 

West.   Samuel,  on  extracting  fresh 
water  from  salt,  IV.  123. 
Western  Inland  Navigation,  IV.  63,  94, 
107,  115,  129. 

Western  posts,  resolutions  of  Congress 
on  the  surrender  of,  IV.  31 ,  39.  Con- 
troversy respecting,  39,  41,  133,  402, 
453.  Keenforcements  sent  to  the,  87. 
Adams  makes  a  demand  of  the,  and 
is  refused,  133 ;  323.  Reasons  for  the 
refusal,  134.  Evacuated,  492. 
Western  territory,  cession  of,  by  Virgi- 
nia, IV.  62,  132  ;  by  North  Carolina, 
70.  On  the  sale  of,  by  Congress,  101, 
102.  Survey  of  the,  118,  133,  149. 
Movements  for  settling  the,  118, 133, 
1 50.  Cession  of,  by  Connecticut,  132 ; 
by  New  York,  132.  Ordinance  for  a 
temporary  government  of  the,  174, 
183.  Sales  of  the,  179. 
West  Indies,  sufferings  of  the  enemy 
from  losses  in,  III.  174. 
West  Point,  II.  60,  306,  356,  462,  472. 
Command  at,  confided  to  Arnold, 
ILL  2.  Condition  of  the  works,  56. 
Troops  and  cannon  sent  from,  81, 
112.  Greene's  application  for  com- 
mand at,  106.  Scarcity  of  provisions 
at,  112.  Heath  commander  at,  117. 
On  maintaining  a  garrison  at,  in 
time  of  peace,  IV.  27.  Military  aca- 
demy at,  27.  Articles  sent  from,  to 
Hispaniola,  383. 

Wharton,  Thomas,  on  ordering  out 
the  Pennsylvania  militia,  II.  14.  On 
enlisting  and  clothing  troops,  69.  On 
furnishing  wagons,  82. 
Wheeling,  Fort,  detachment  to,  III. 
472. 

Wheelock,  Elbazer,  and  Major  Ro- 
bert Rogers,  I.  96,  106,  110. 
Whipple,  Abraham,  Captain,  cruise 
of,  to  Bermuda  for  powder,  I.  30,  34, 
36,  49.  His  return,  67.  To  cruise 
eastward,  68.  Arrives  at  Rhode  Is- 
land, 294.  Gets  to  sea,  H.  1 13. 
Whitcomb,  B.,  Lieutenant,  I.  279, 538, 
540. 

White  Creek,  settlement  at,  burnt,  I1X 
122. 

White  Plains,  I.  417,  H.  396. 
Wiessenfels,  Colonel,  HI.  134. 
Wilkinson,  James,  General,  IT.  13. 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War,  68. 
On  the  action  near  Springfield,  M.  5. 
Essay  by,  respecting  the  political  in- 


terest of  Spain  and  the  Americans  in- 
habiting the  western  waters,  IV.  246. 
Commended,  405. 

Willett,  Marin  us,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, II.  256,  521.  Expedition  of,  to 
Decker's  Point,  381.  Stationed  at  the 
Rapid  and  Fort  Plane,  III.  337. 

Williams,  Otho  H.,  Colonel,  IL  211. 
Troops  to  be  commanded  by,  IIL  75. 
Commands  a  covering  party,  233.  On 
the  Saratoga  Springs,  IV.  73. 
Williamsburg,  I.  184,  IL  487.  British 
excursion  to.  III.  296. 

Willis,  Major,  in    the    action    near 
Green  Spring  Farm,  IH.  348. 
Wilmington,  in  Delaware,  captured.  I. 
443. 

Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  IIL  372, 
430,  448. 

Wilson,  James,  digests  of  laws  by, 
IV.  387.  His  proposition  to  make  a 
digest  of  laws  of  the  United  States, 
387. 

Winds,  Brigadier-general,  II.  23.  To 
go  to  Red  Bank,  25.  Near  Hackinsac, 
212. 

Winter  Hill,  Convention  Troops  on,  II. 
16. 

Winthrop,  John,  I.  72. 

Woedtke,  Baron  de,  L  208,  214,  242, 
533. 

Wolcott,  Colonel,  I.  253. 

Wolcott,  Oliver,  General,  encoun- 
ters the  enemy,  II.  314,  315. 

Wolcott,  Oliver,  Jr.,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  IV.  464. 

Wood,  James,  Colonel,  on  efforts  re- 
specting the  Virginia  line,  IL  229. 
Situation  of,  HI.  93.  Removal  of  the 
Convention  Troops  by,  130, 142. 

Woodbridge,  Colonel,  IL  534. 

Woodford,  William,  I.  33,  89.  Bri- 

fade  of,  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
L  127.  Joins  Lincoln,  419,  430,  434, 
436,  445.  On  the  state  of  Charleston, 
431. 

Woodhull,  Nathaniel,  President  of 
the  New  York  Convention,  I.  260. 
Joins  Clinton  at  Fort  Montgomery, 
261. 

Woodward,  Beza,  and  others,  on  the 
importance  of  securing  Canada,  IIL 
68. 

Wooster,  David,  General,  I.  8,  494. 
On  Long  Island,  21,  25.  At  Fort 
George,  59.  Advance  of,  69,  80. 
Forces  under,  and  their  uneasiness. 
80,  481.  Cannot  leave  Montreal,  116, 
134,  156,  505.  On  the  defeat  at  Que- 
bec, 133.  Calls  in  Carleton's  com- 
missions and  gives  others,  134.  Su- 
perseded and  disgusted,  162,  194.  On 
a  council  of  war,  197.    His  depart- 
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ure,  211,    223,   229.     Advice  of,  to     Yorktown,    III.  343.     Enemy  at,  366, 
Heath,  333.  380,  389.     Enemy's  redoubt  carried, 

Wythe,  Geosge,    Delegate   to  Con-      426.    Troops  and  artillery  left  for  the 
gress,  I.  33.  defence  of,  526. 

Yocng,  a  tory  in  Georgia,  captured, 
Y.  III.  180. 

Yates,  Robert.    Judge,  Delegate  to  Z. 

the  General  Convention,  IV.  166. 

Zeisberger,  David,  III.  9. 


